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n^HE name of the venerable Mr. Fletcher in- 
"^ fcribed on this volume will introduce it to 
the perufal of many^ and its own intrinfick worth 
will, I flatter myfelf, entitle it to the approbation 
of proper judges. Thus I am relieved from the 
pain of foHciting for it the notice of the publick, 
and of giving it that commendation, which will 
better become any other perfon than the Editor. 
It may, however, be expefted, that I fhould give 
fome account of my book, and I conform, the 
more cheerfully, to oreneral cuftom, as it affords 
me an opportunity of conciliating the candour of 
the Reader. 

Thi<? book is triAy Mr. Fletcher's. A large 
part of the Letters is tran fcribed from the origi- 
nals, others from authentick copies^ and fome 
from a fii 11 col left ion of letters publifhed a few 
years ago 'n Dublin. For the Letters on the 
mam^eflathn of Chrif}, and the Fragments, I am 
obliged to Mrs. Fletcher: the firft are in the 
Author's own mannfcript, the hft copied by 
Mrs. Fletcher from fome of his old pocket-books. 
The Pafloral and Fimiliir Letters are written 
from the period of Mr. Fletcher's converf on to 
within a few dnys of his deceafe. When the 
Letters on the Manifeftation were written, or to 
w^nm they are addreflfed, I cannot learn; but 
from the be2:inning of the firfl letter, the decay- 
ed ftate of the mauufcript, and the extreme fmall- 
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nefs of the charafter, (which could fcarccly have 
been legible to the Author in his latter years) I 
judge them to have been the firft efTay of a geni- 
us afterwards fo much admired. The Fragments, 
of which fome appear as the thoughts of the day, 
others as notes of fermons, bear date the firft few 
years of his miniftry. 

If, therefore, any part of this volume, however 
icxcellent, be deemed inferior to the more mature 
produftions of the fame admirable pen, it is ho- 
ped that candour will have at leaft as much weight 
2fs criticifm. 

The Reader is farther requefled, to remember 
that the pious Author wrote only for himfelf and 
his friends; that thefe (heets want his perfefting 
hand ; and tVat the Editor thought himfelf enti- 
tled to take no liberties* 

It is not expefted that Mr. Fletcher's teputati*. 
on as a writer will receive new luftre from thefe 
Pojllmmous Pieces: But, if the many friends, who 
revere his memory, find edification and delight 
in perufing his apoftolick letters; if any, whofc 
oppofition of fentiment would not allow them to 
converfe with him as a poleraick divine, fliall now 
receive him to their breads, as a Chrifiian bro- 
ther; if any, who have not reaped the rich har- 
veft of his former writings, are benefited by the 
gleanings of the fi^ld ; and if the world in gene- 
ral is made better acquainted with the virtues of 
this excellent man: all the ends propofed by their 
publication will be obtained, and the Editor will 
think himfelf juftified in giving them to the 
prefs. 

That the benediftion of the Almighty may at- 
tend thefe laft labours of his Servant, that the 

Reader 
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Reader may imbibe the fdrit of the Author, and 
that myfelf and all my Tellow-labourers in the 
gofpel, may emulate his faith and work in the 
Lord^ is the earnefi defire of 

Thi Editoiu 
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Bath^ Ga. 30th, 1 765* 

^O thofe who love Ae Lord Jcfias Ghrift in^ 
■*• and about Madcley : Peace be multiplied ta 
you from God the Father, and from our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, through the operations of the Holy 
6h(^« Amen. 

. "D Y the help of divine provi-^ 
^ dence, and the affifiance of 
your prayers, I came fafe here. I was, and am 
ftill, a good deal weighed down under the fenfe 
of my own infuflSciency to preach the unfearch- 
able riches of Chrift to poor, dying fouls. 

This plj^ce is the feat of Satan's gaudy throne r 
Ac Lord hath„ neverthelefs, a few names here,, 
who are not afhamed of him, and of whom he 1$ 
not afliamed, both among the poor and among the 
rich. There are vtot many of the laft, thpugJi 
bleifed be God for any one: it h a great miracle 
if oaae camel paffes through the eye of a needle^ 
or, in other wk3ards, if caae rich perlon en^prs into 
the kingdom of heaven. 1 thank God, none of 
you are rich in the thingsof this ^orld. Yoy are 
need from 3^ double fnaie„ even from Diveses por- 
tion in this life. I^ay you ix\QW ^e happinefs. 
attending yoiur ftate. It i^ % ^ff^^' \^ ^ d];iye^ 
' ' , A 5 * " t% 



to the throne of grace, even by bodily want, and' 
to live in dependance on divine mercy for a mor- 
fel of bread. 

I have been fowing the feed the Lord hath gi- 
ven me both in Bath and Briftol, and I hope ,yQiir 
prayers have not been loft upon me as a minifter ; 
for though I have not been enabled to difcharge 
my office, as I would, the Lord hath yet, in fome 
meafure, flood by me,- and over-ruled my foolifh- 
nefs and helpleflhefs. I am much fupported by 
the thought that you bear mt ^n. your hearts, 
and when you come to the throne pf grace to alk 
a blefling for me in the name of Jefus, the Lord 
doth in no wife caft.you .opt. . ... 

In regard to the ftate of my foul,Ifind,blefled 
be God, that as my day ;s, fo is my flrength to 
travel on, either through good or bad report. 
My ab fence from you anfwers two good ends to 
me : — I feel more my insufficiency, and the need 
of being daily ordained by Chrift to preach his 
gofpel; and I fhall value the more my pYivileges 
among you, pleafe God I return fafely to you. 
I had yefterday a moft advantageous offer made me 
of going, free coft, to vifit my mothef , brothers, 
and fitters in the flefh, whom 1 have riot feen for 
eighteen years; but I find my relations in the 
fpirit are nearer and dearer to me, than my rela- 
tions in the flefh. I have, therefore, rejeifted the 
kind offer, that I may return among you, and be 
comforted by the mutual faith both' of you and 
me. 

I hope, dear brethren, you imprbve much un« 

der the miniftry of that faithful fervant of Godi 

Mr. Brown, whom Providence bleffes you with. 

Make hafte to ^Aer theiloney of knoy^lfidge and 
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grace as it drops from his lips; and may I find 
the hive of your hearts fo full of it, on my re- 
turn, that I may fhare with you in the heavenly 
ftore. In order to this, befeech the Lord to ex- 
cite your hunger and thirft for Jefus's flelh and 
blood, and to. increafe your defire of the fincere 
milk of the word. When people are hungry, 
they will find time for their meals; and a good 
appetite does notthink a meal a day too much. 
As you go to your fpiritual meals do not forget 
to pray all the way, and to feaft your fouls in 
hopes of hearing fome good news from heaven, 
and from Jefu§, the faithful, loving friend whom 
you have there: And when you return, be fure 
to cany the unfearchable riches of Jefus's dying 
and rinng love home to your houfes, in the veflel 
of a believing heart. 

Let your light be attended with the warmth of 
love. Be not fatisfied to knoiv the way to heaven, 
but walk in it immediately, conftantly, and joy- 
fully. Be all truly in earned : you may, indeed, 
impofe upon your brethren, by a formal attend- 
ance on the means of grace, but you cannot de- 
ceive the Searcher of hearts. Let him always fee 
your hearts ftruggling towards him ; and if you 
fall through heavinefs, floth, or unbelief, do not 
make a bad matter worfe by continuing helplefs 
in the ditch of fin and guilt. Up, and away to 
the fountain of Jefus's blood. It will not only 
wafh away the guilt of part fins, but ftrengtheu 
you to tread all iniquity under your feet for the 
time to come. Never forget, that the foul of the ' 
diligent (hall be made fat, and that the Lord will 
ipue the lukewarm out of his mouth, unlefs he ' 
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^ts tbat IfMTO which makes fervent in fplrit, dili- 
gent in bufinefs, ferving the Lord. 

You know the way to get this love is, (i.) To 
confider the free mercy of God, and to believe 
ip. the pardoning love of Jefu^, who died the juft 
for the unjuft, to bring us to God. (2.) To be 
frequently, if not conftantly applying this faith, 
with all the attention pf your mind, and all the 
fervour of your heart — " Lord I am loft, but 
« Chrift hath died.'* (3.) To try aftually to 
Ipve, as ypu can^ by fetting your afFeftions gjx 
Chrift,* whom you iee not; and for his lake, on 
your brethren whom yqu do fee. (4.) To ufe 
much private prayer fox yourfelves and others; 
j^nd to try to keep up that communion with Goa 
and your abfent brethren. I beg in order to 
this, that you will not forfake the affembling of 
yourfelves together, as the manner of fome is: 
and when you meet as a Society, be neither back^ 
zmrdf nor forward to fpeak. Efteem yourfelves 
every one as the meanejl in company, and be glad 
to fit at the feet of the' lacs^ej}. If you are tempted 
againftany one, yield not to the temptation, and 
pfay much for that love, which hopes all things^ 
and puts the beft conftruftion even upon the 
worft of Tailings. I beg, ifor Chrift 's fake, I may 
find no divifions nor offences among you on my 
return. If there be any consolation in ChtijU if cmj^ 
comfort of love^ if any fellojx^Up of the Spirit^ if awt 
howeb and mercieSf fuyil ye my joy , that ye be liie-mina" 
edt havinjr the fame love, bein^ of one accord^ and of one. 
wind. Let nothing be done through jtrife or vain glory; 
but in lowlinefs cfmind^ let each ejleem other better than, 
ihemfelvesm 

I carneftly reqpjcft the continuance of yout 

prayer* 
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prayers, for mc, both as a miniftcr» and as yova 
companion in tribulation. Aft particularly, that 
the Lord would keep me from hurting hiscaule in 
thefe parts; and that when Providence Ihall Lring 
m€L back among you^ I may be more Ihoroi gh- 
ly fumilhed For every good work. Pardon 
me, if I do not faiute you ail by name : my heart 
does it, if my pen does not. That the llefl ng 
of God in Jefus Chrift may crown all your hearts^ 
and all your meetings is the earneft prayer of,, 
My very dear Brethren,. Yours &c,. I. F,. 

Oakhall, Sep. 23rd^ 1766^^. 

TO thofe who love or fear the Lord Jefus Chrift 
at Madeley: Grace, peace, and love be multi- 
plied to you from our God and Saviour Jefua. 
Chrift.. 

pRovidence, My dear Bre-^ 
-*• thren, called me fo iud- 
4enly from you^ that I had not time to take my 
leave, and recommend myfelf to your prayers. 
But I hope the good Spirit of our God^ which is. 
the Spirit of love and fup^lication^. has brought: 
me to your remembrance,, as the pooreft and weak-^ 
eft of Chrift's minift^rs,. and confcGuently^as^ bin* 
whofe hands ftand moft in need of being ftrength-^ 
ened and lifted up, by your prayers^ Pray on^ 
then, for yourfelves,. for one another, and for 
Mm whofe glory is to mihifteir to you ii^ holy 
things,, and whofe fprrow it is not to do it,, in a? 
planner more, fijitable to. the majefty of. the goC* 
peU and more profitable to- your fouls^^ 
My heart is. with youi: neveillielefe,, i bear pa-- 
' , tientiy 
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ticntly rtiis bodily reparation for three reafon«#* 
Firft, the variety of more faithful and able raini- 
fters whom you have, during my abferice, is more 
likely to be ferviceable to you, than my prefence 
among you : and I would always prefer your pro- 
fit to my fatisfaftion. Secondly, I hope Provi- 
dence will give me thofe opportunities of con- 
verfing and praying with a greater variety of ex- 
perienced Chriftims, which will tend to my own 
improvement, and I truft, in the end, to yours. 
Thirdly, I flatter myfelf, that after fome weeks' 
abfence, my miniftry will be recommended by 
the advantage of novelty ^ which (the more the 
pity) goes farther with fome, than the word it- 
felt. In the mean time, I Ihall give you fome 
advice, which, it may be, will prove both fuitable 
and profitable to you. 

(i.) Endeavour to improve daily under the mi-^ 
niftry which Providence bleffes you with. Be 
careful to attend it with diligence, faith, and 
prayer. Would it not be a great fhame, if, when 
minifters come thirty or forty miles to offer you" 
peace and pardon, ftrength and comfort, in the 
name of God, any of you ihould flight the glori- 
ous meTage, or hear it, as if it was nothing to you, 
and as if you heard it not? See, then, that you 
never comt from a fermon, without being more 
deeply convinced of fin and righteoufnefs. 

(2.) Ufe more prayer before you go to church,' 
Confider that your next appearance there may be; 
ia a coffin; and entreat the Lord to give you* 
now, fo to hunger and thirfl: after righteoufnefs, 
that you miy be filled. Hungry people never" 
go fafting from a feaft. Call to mind th^ tex^ 1* 
preached from, the laft Sunday but one before*! 

left 
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left jfou* Wlierefore laying c^ide-all guile i-c* .(.i* 
iPet. li. I2,) 

(3.) When you are under the word, beware of 
fitting as judges, and not as criwinal:. Many judge 
of the manner, matter, voice, and perfon of the 
preacher. You, perhaps, judge all the congrega- 
tion, when you inould judge yourfelves worthy 
of eternal death; and yet, worthy of eternal life, 
through the worthinefs of Him, who fto'xl and 
was condemned at Pilate's bar for you. The mo- 
ment you have done crying to God, as^i/i7/y, or 
thankmg Chrift, as reprieved criminals, you have 
reafon to conclude that this advice is levelled at 
you. 

(4.) When you have ufed a means of grace, and 
do not find yourfelves fenfibly quickened, let it 
be a matter of deep humiliation to you. For 
want of repenting of their unbelief ana hardneft 
of heart, fome get into a habit of deadnefs ancl 
indolence; fo that they come to be as infenfible^ 
and as little afhamed of themielves for it, as 
ftones. 

(5.) Beware of the inconfiftent behaviour of 
thofe, who complain they are full of wanderings; 
in the evening, under the word, when they havq 
fuflFered their minds to wander from Chxift all the 
day Ipng. O! get acquainted with him, that you 
may walk in him, and with him. Whatfoever. 
you do or fay, efpecially in the things of God, 
do, or lay it, as if Chriff was before, behind, and 
on every fide of you,. Indeed, he is fo, whether 
you confider it or not ; for if when he. vifibly ap-^ 
peared on earth, he called \i\mk\i the Son of Man 
who is in heaifent how much more, then, is he pre- 
ient on earth now, that he makes his immediate. 
j^' * • ' appearance 



appearance In heaven? Make your conference 
then, to maintain a fenfe of his bleffe^ prefence 
all the day long, and, all the day long you will 
have a continual feaft ; for can you conceive any 
thing more delightfiil, than to be always at the 
fountiin of love, beauty, wd joy; — ^at the Ipring 
of power> wifdom, goodnefs^ and truth? Can 
there be a purer and more melting happineft^ 
than to be with the beft of fathers, the kindeft of 
brothers, the moft generous ot benefaftors,. and 
the tendered of hufbands? Now Jefus is all this, 
and much more to the believing foul. O! be- 
lieve, my friends, in Jefus now^ through a continuat 
np:e^ ; and, until you can thus believe, mom'n over 
your unbelieving hearts; drag them to him, as 
yod cm ; think of the efficacy of his blood fhed for 
the ungodly,, and wait for the Spirit of faith j&om 
on high,. 

{G.\ Some of you wonder, why you cannot be- 
Keve ; why you cannot fee Jefus with the eye of 
your mind, and delight in him with all the affec- 
tions of your heart* I apprehend the reafon ta 
he one of thefe, or, perhaps, all of them.. 

Firft, you are not poor, loft,, undone, helpleft 

finners in yourfelves.. You indulge fpiritual and 

refined lelf-righteoufiiefs; you are not yet dead to 

the law, and quite /Tj/n by the commandments 

Now the kingdom of heaven belongs to none but 

tiie poor in opirit* Jefus came to fave none but 

the loft. What wonder, ithen^ if Jefus j& nothing 

io you, and if you do not live in his kingdom of 

t^eace, righteoufndfs, and joy in tt^e Hdly Ghoft? 

Secondly, perhaps, yo\x fpend your time, in cu^* 

rious reafonings, inftead of cafting yourfelvcs, as 

fiwrloxa finners^ at Chrift's feet j leaving it to him 
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to blefs you, when, and in the manner^ and degree^ 
he pleafes. Know, that he is the wife and fove- 
leign God, and that it is your duty to lie before 
him as clay, — as fook, — as finful nothings. 

Thirdly, perhaps, fome of you wilfully keep 
idols of one kind or other; you indulge iomt fin 
againft light and knowledge, and it is neither mat- 
ter of humiliation, nor confeffion to you. The 
love of praife, of the world, of money, and of 
fcnfual gratificaltions, when not lamented, are a» 
inplacabie enemies to Chrift as Judas and Herod. 
Haw can you brlieve, feeing you feek the honour that 
cometh of men? Hew, then, your A gags in pieces 
^£ore the Lord ; run from your Delilahs to Jefus ; 
cut off the right hand, ana pluck out the right 
eye that offends you. Come out from amon^ them^ 
and be feparate, fcath the Lord, and I will receive youm, 
Nevertheieft, when you ftrive, take care not ta 
make yourfclf a righteoufnefs of your ftrivine-^ 
iemember that meritorious^ juftifying righteouf- 
nt^& is finiihed and brought in, and that your 
^jorks can no more add to it, than your fins can 
diminifli from it. Shout, then, the Lord our Ri^h'^ 
ieoufnefs; and, if you feel yourfelves undone fin- 
nite, humbly, yet boldly fay. In the Lord I have 
ngfiteoufnel and JlrengfJf* 

VlTicn I was in London, I endeavoured to maktt 
the moft of my time ; that is to fay, to hear, re- 
ceive, and praftifc the word. Accordingly, I 
yrenl to. Mr. Whitfield's tabernacle, and heard 
Wm give bis Society a mc^ excellent exhortation 
upon loye. He began by pbferving, ** that 
•* when the appftk St. John was old, and paft. 
•* walking and preaching, he would not forfake 
•^ the j^^smblin^ himfcif ^[ith the brethren, as 
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'* the manner of too many is, upon little or na 
*' pretence at all. On the. contrary, he got him- 
** felf carried to their meeting, and with his laft 
" thread of voice, preached to them his final fer- 
•* moa, confiding of this one fentence, My little 
** children love one another.*^ I wilh, I pray, I eoT'^ 
neflly hefeech voa, to follow that evangelical, 
apoftolical advice; and, till God makes you all lit- 
tle children, little in your own eyes, and (imple 
as little children, give me leave to fay, my dear 
brethren, love one another; and of courfe, judge 
not, provoke not, and be not fhy one of another; 
but bear ye one another's burdens, and fo fulfil 
the law of Chrift. Yea, bear with one another's 
infirmities, and do not eafily caft off any one; no, 
not for /Trz, except it is ohfl'wately perftjlea in» 

My iheet is full, and fo is my heart, of good 
wifhes for you, and ardent longings after you all. 
When I return, let me have the comfort of find- 
ing you all believing and loving. Farewell, my- 
dear brethren. The bleffing of God be with you 
all I This is the earnefl defire of your imworthy 
minifler, I. F, 

Madeley, —— lyys,. 

Mrs. Mary Cartwright. 

My dear Friend, 

AS it may be long before you 

-^^ have an opportunity to hear 

a fermon, I find my felf drawn by frienclihip and 

paftoral care, to fend you a few lines to meditate 

upon to morrow. 

As I was longing for an opportunity to oflTcr* 
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Efe, firfehcfs, and liberty to Him, who Is worth a 
thoufand fuch cdls, I thought^ Imuft wait for na 
other opportunity, and found another Llefl ng, ia 
ufing the prefent moment. I did not forget to 
oflFer you among my friends, and 1 found it on 
my mind to pray and praife with you ; and to be* 
feech you to fulfil my joy, by giving me to fee 
you all glorious within, and full of eager defire 
to be with oior everlafting friend. O let us take 
a thoufand times more notice of him, till the 
thought of him engroffes all other thoughts, the* 
defire of him all other defires ! 

Nothing can reconcile me to let my friends QOp 
but the fuUeft evidence that they are going to Je- 
fus. If you go before me^ let me not want that 
comfort. Let me, never fee you, but full of an 
yarned defire to do and fuffer the will of our God. 
I wanted to fee heavenly joy and glory beaming.. 
from your eyes laft night, and, I feared, I faw them . 
not. Pardon my fears, if they have no founda-- 
tion. Charity tninks no evil, hopes all, and yet^ 
is jealous with 2i godly jealoufy ; and the warmer* 
the charity, the ftronger and keener the jealoufy* 
A doubt paiGTed through my mind, whether you 
had not caught our dulnefs, whether your foul is as 
near to God, as it was fome weeks ago.. OI if the, 
multiplied mercies of God towards us do not roufe 
us to the third heaven of gratitude, what will? 
. My prayer, nVy ardent prayer to God, and I 
make it now afrelh, with tears of defire, is that yoiL 
may live as one, who does not depend on another* 
breath. Come, my dear friend, up. with your 
heart, and fpread the arms of your faith. Wel- 
come Jefus. Believe till you are drawn above 
yourfelf and eari^;— till youx flaming foul. 

mounts^' 



motints, and iofes itfelf in the &xn of righteoufl 
ners. I want you to be a burning, Ihining light, 
fetting iSre to ail the thatch of the Devil, and 
kindling every fmoking flax around you. Difap* 
point not the Saviour's hope^and mine. I expeft 
to fee you not only a rifen Lazarus, and a fpared 
Hezekiah, but a Mary at Jefus's feet, a Deborah 
fei the work of the Lard. There is what St. Paul 
calls a being bejide ourfelves^ which becomes you fa 
much the better, as you are reftored to us againft 
Bope — and for how long, we know not. 

Fulfil my joy, I fay, which muft droop till 5 
can rejoice aver you living, dying, or dead, with 
joy unTpeakable and full of glory. Give yourfcli 
much to believing, thankful, folemn prayer. I 
was condemr\ed for not making more of the fo* 
lemn opportunity I had with you laft Tburfday* 
O I if we are fpared to meet again, let us pray un- 
til we wind our hearts into ardent praife, and then^ 
fet us praife till we are caught into heavcm 
Hold up our hands to morrow, and if wt ^neet on 
Monday, be it in the name of Chrift, to pour the 
oil of joy into each other% hearts, by confefling* 
him more heartily our. God, our Hfe, our prefenf 
and never dying friend. Farewell in him cveiy 
way. Yours &c, I. F. 

Briftol, July ixth» 1775^ 

Mr. Michael Qn^s. 

idy deaif Brother. 

rjAVING juft feen^ at the 

■■^ Weils, Mr. Darby, who is 

going back to the Dalei, I gladly feize the oppor*-^ 

tunity 



tttnity of fettittg you know what the Lord flcw 
for my foiil and body. With refpeft to my bet- 
ter part, I feel a degree of righteoulhefs, peace, 
and joy, and wait for the eftabliflMnent of his in- 
ternal kingdom in the HolyGhoft; and the hopes 
of my being rooted and grounded in the love thaft 
eafts out eveiy degree of flavifh fear, grow more 
lively every dfay, I thank God, I am not afraid 
of any evil tidings, and my heart (lands calm, be- 
lieving in the Lord, and clefiring him to do with 
me whatfoever he pleafeth. With refpeA to my 
body, I know not what to fay, but the phyficiaa 
fays, " he hopes I fhall do well :** and fo I hope 
and -believe too, whether I recover my ftrength 
or not. Health and ficknefs, life and death are 
beft when the Lord fends them ; and all things 
work together for good to thofe that love God* 

I am forbid preaching; but, bleffed be God, t 
am not forbid by my heavenly Phyfician, to pray, 
believe, and love. This is a fweet work which 
heals, delights, and ftrengthens. Let us do it till 
we recover our fpiritual ftrength; and then, whe- 
ther we Ihall be feen on earth or not will matter 
nothing. . I hope you bear me on your hearts, as 
I do you on mine^ My wi{h for you is, that you 
may be inward poflTeflbrs of an inward kingdom 
of grace: that you may fo hunger and thirft alter 
righteoufnefs as to be filled ; and that you may £o 
call on your heavenly Father in fecret, that he 
may reward you openly with abundance of grace, 
which may evidence^to all, that he honours you, 
becaufe you honour him. 

O! be hearty in the caufe of religion. I would 
have you either hot or cold; for it is a feaviul 
Ihing to be in danger of falling into the hands of 

the 
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the living God, and fharing the fate of the lulce^ 
warm. Be hu.nbly zealous for your own falvation^ 
and for God's glory ; nor forget to care for the 
falvation of each other. The cafe of wicked 
Cain is very common, and the pra6lice of many 
fays, with that wretch. Am I my brother's keeper? 
OI pray God to keep you by his mighty power, 
through faith, to falvation. Keep yourfelves in 
the love of God if you are there; and keep one 
another by exampUf reproofs exhortation^ encourage'* 
ment^ fjcial prayer , and a faithful ufe of all the means 
of grace^ Ufe yourfelves to bow at Chi*ifl:'s feet; 
as your Prophet, go to him continually for the 
holy anointiag of his Spirit, who will be a teacher 
alwiys neir, always with you and in you. If you 
bive thit injuird InftruSor, you will fuffer no 
miterial lofs, when your outward teachers are re- 
moved. Mike the mofl: of dear Mr. Greaves 
while you have him. While you have the light 
of G.)d's word, believe in the light, that you may 
be the children of the light, fitted for the king- 
.<lom of eternal light, where I charge you to meet, 
with joy, your affe6lioiidte brother and minifter, 

I. F^ 

Briftol, Oa. 1775. 

nrO all who fear and love God in and about Ma- 
*. deley: Grace and peace, power and love, joy 
and triumph \\\ Chrift be multiplied to you, 
through the blood of the Lamb, through the 
T^')td tint teflifies of that blood, and through the 
JSjf^irit wJao makes the application. 
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with you to fee your love, and be edified by 
your converfation, but Providence has hindered. 
Twice 1 had fixed the day of my departure from 
this place; and twice, the night before that day, I 
was taken worfe than ufual, which, together with 
the unanimous forbiddings of my fpiritual, tempo- 
ral, and medical friends here, made me put off my 
journey. The argument -to which I have yield*. 
cd is this, " There is yet fome little probability, 
that if you ftay here you might recover ftrength 
to do a little minifterial work; but if you go now 
you will ruin alL" However, God is my witnefs, 
that, if I have not ventured rify life to come and 
fee you, it was not from a defire to indulge myfelf, 
but to wait and fee if the Lord would reftore me a 
little ftrength, and add a few years to my life, 
that I might employ both in your fervice; juft as 
a horfe is fometimes kept from his owner, and 
confined to the yard of a farrier, until he recovers 
the ability of doing his mafter fome fervice, I 
only defire to know, do, and fuffer the will of 
God concerning me; and I afliire you, my dear 
brethren, if I faw it to be his will, that I fhould 
give up the means of health I have here, I would 
not tarry another day, but take my chance, and 
come to my dear charge, were the parifh fituat- 
ed ten times more North than it is. 

I do not, however, defpair of praifing God with 
you in the body; but let us not ft^y for this to 
praife him. Let us bleTs him now; and if any of 
you are under a cloud of unbelief, and fee no 
matter of priiTe in being out of hell, in being re- 
deemed by Chrift, crowned with thoufands of Tpi- 
ritual ind temooral mercies, and called to tike 
pofleflion of a kingdom of glory ; I beg you would 

praife 
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praife him on my account, who raifes mc fo many 
friends in time, who afflifts me with fo gentle & 
hand> who keeps me from ail impatience, and of- 
ten fills me with confolation in my trouble ; giv- 
ing me a fweet hope that all things work^ and 
fhall work together for good. 

Love one another. The love you fhew one to 
another will greatly refrefti my heart. Keep 
united to our common head, ^tefus. Pray for 
your infirm minifter as he does for you; and let 
me hear of your growth in grace, which will be 
health to the withering bones of your unprofit- 
able fervant, I. F. 

P. S. Medicine does not feem to relieve tnc; 
but I rejoice that when outward remedies fail, 
there is one, the blood, and word, and Spirit of 
Jefus, which never fails; — ^which removes all fpi- 
ritual maladies, and will furely give us eternal 
life. Let me recommend that remedy to you all : 
You all want it, and, bkfled be Goa, I can fay, 
Robatum eft — tried. 

Newington, Dec. 28th, 1776* 

To the Parifliloners of Madeley. 

My dear Parilhioners^ 

T hoped .to have fpent the 
-*• Chriftmas holydays with 
you, and to have miniftered to you in holy 
thiiigs; but the weaknefs of my body confining 
me here, I humbly fubmit to the divine dilpen* 
fatioa, and eale tne trouble ot my abfence, by 
being pre lent with you in Spirit, and by retle6t- 
ing ou the pledfure 1 have felt, in years paft, 

while 
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while finging with you, IJnto us a child is borrjf unto 
us afon is given y ^l\ This truth is as true now as 
it was then, and as worthy to be thankfully re- 
ceived at Newington as at Madeley. Let us, 
then, receive it with all readinels, and it will u- 
nite us : we Ihall meet in Chrift the centre of lad- 
ing union, the fource of true life, the fpring of 
pure righteoufnefs and joy; and our hearts lliall 
he full of the fong of angels, Glo7y be to God on 
high! Peace on earth! Good-will towards each other, 
and all man nnd! ^ 

In order to this, may the eye of your under- 
ftanding be more and more opened to fee your 
need of a Redeemer; and to behold the fuitable- 
nefs, freenefs, and fulnefs of the redemption, 
which was wrought out by the Son of God, and 
which is applied by the Spirit, through faith. 
The wifh which glows in my foul is fo ardent and 
powerful, that it brings me down on my knees, 
while I write, and, in that fupplicating ix)fture, I 
entreat you all, to confider and improve the day 
of your vifitation, and to prepare in good earneft, 
to meet, with joy, your God and your unworthy 
piftor in another yorld. Weak as I was when I 
left Madeley, I hear that feveral, who were then 
young, healthy, aiid ftrong, have got the ftart of 
me; and that fome have been hurried into eter- 
nity, without being indulged with a moment's 
warning. May the awful accident flrike a deeper 
confideration into all our fouls. May the found 
of their bodies, dafhed to pieces at the bottom of 
a pit, roufe us to a fpeedy converfion, that we may 
never fill into the bottomlefs pit, and that ini- 
quity and delays may not be our eternal ruin. 
Tottering as 1 (land on the brink of the grave, 
B Ibme 
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fome of you, who feem far from it, may drop in- 
to it before me; for what has happened, may hap- 
pen ftill. 

Let us, then, all awake out of fleep; and let us 
all prepare for our approaching change, and give 
ourfelves no reft, till we have got gofpel ground 
to hope, that our great change will be a happy 
one. In order to this, I befeech you, by all the 
minifterial and providential calls you have had 
for thefe feventeen years, harden not your hearts. 
Let the long fuffermg of God towards us, who 
furvive the hundreds I have buried, lead us all to 
repentance. Difmifs your fins, and embrace Je- 
fus Chrift, who wept for you in the manger, bled 
for you in Gethfemane, hanged for you on the 
crols, and now pleads for you. on his mediatorial 
throne. By all that is near and dear to you, as. 
men and as Chriftians, meet me not on the great 
day, in your fins and in your blood, enemies to 
Chrift by unbelieff and to God by wicked works. 
Meet me in the garment of repentance, in the 
robe of Chrift's merits, and in the white linen, 
(the puritv of heart and life) which is the hoii- 
nefs of tne godly; — that koUnefs^ without which 
no man Jhall fee God. Let the time paft fuffice, 
in which fome of you have lived in fin. By re- 
pentance put off the old man, and his works; by 
faith put on the Lord Jefus and his righteoufnefs. 
Let all wickednefs be gone, — for ever gone, with 
the old year ; and with the new one begin a new 
life, — a life of renewed devotion to God, and of 
incrcafing love to our neighbour. 

The fum of all I have preached to you is con- 
tained in four propofitions, Firft, heartily repent 
of your fins, origiaal and a£lual. Secondly, be- 
lieve 
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licve the gofpel of Chrift in fincerity and truth. 
Thirdly, in the power which true faith gives (for 
aJJ tilings commanded are poffible to him that be- 
lieveth) run with humble faith the way of God's 
commandments before God and men. Fourthly, 
by continuing to take up your crofs, and to re- 
ceive the pure milk of God's word, grow in grace, 
and in the knowledge of Jefus Chrift. So iliall 
you grow in peace and joy all the days of } our 
life; and when rolling years fhall be loft in eter- 
nity, you will for ever grow in blifs and heavenly 
glory. O what blifs! What glory! The Lord 
Ihall be our fun and our crown ; and we ihall be 
jewels in each others crown, I in yours, and you 
in mine. For ever we fhall be with the Lord, 
and with one another. We fhall all live in Gcd's 
heavenly church, the heaven of heavens. All 
our days will be a fabbath, and our fabbalh eter- 
nity. No bar of bufmets nor ficknefs, no dif- 
ftance of time nor place, no gulph of death and 
tlie erave, fhall part us more. We fhall meet in 
the bofom of Abraham, who met Chrift in the 
bofom of divine love. O what a meeting! And 
fh^U fome of us meet there this very year, which 
we arc juft entering upon? What a year! On 
that bleffed year, if we are of the numlir of thofe 
who die in the Lord, our fouls Ihall burft the 
wcxnb of this corruptible flelh ; we fhall be born 
into the other world ; we fhall behold the Sun of 
righteoufnefs without a cloud, and for ever bafk 
in the beams of his glory. Is not this profpeft 
glorious enough to make us bid defiance to fin 
and the grave; and to join the cry of the Spirit 
and the Bride, Qmef Lord Jefus^ come quickly, tho* 
it (hould be in the black chariot of death? 

B 2 Should 
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Should God bid me to flay on earth a little 
longer, to ferve you in the gofpel of his Son ; 
(houid he renew my ftrength, (for no word is im» 
poffible with him) to do among you the work of a 
paftor, I hope I (hall, by God's grace, prove a 
more humble, zealous, and diligent minifter, than 
I have hitherto been. Some ot you have fuppof-^ 
ed that I made more ado about eternity and your 
precious fouls than they were worth; but how 
great w;is your miftake! Alas! it is my grief and 
Ihame that I have not been, both in publick and 
private, a thoufand times more earneft and impor- 
tunate with you about your fpiritual concerns. 
Pardon me, my dear friends, pardon me my igno- 
rances and negligences in this refpeft. And as I 
moft humbly afk your forgivenefs, fo I moft 
heartily forgive any of you, who may, at any 
time, have made no account of my little labours. 
I only entreat fuch now to evidence a better 
mind, by paying a double attention to the loud 
warnings of Providence, and to the pathetick dif.- 
conrfes of the faithful minifter, who now fupplies 
my place. And may God, for Chrift's fake, for- 
give us all, as we forgive one another! 

The more nearly I confider death and the 

frave, judgment and eternity, the more, bleffed 
e God, I feel that I have preached to you the 
truth, and that the truth is folid as the rock of 
ages. Glory be to his divine grace, I can fay in 
fome degree, ** here is firm footing." Follow me, 
and tlie forrows of death, inftead of encompafling 
you around, will keep at an awful diftance, and, 
with David,, we fhall follow our great Shepherd, 
cvea through the dreary valley, without fearing 
or feeling any evil. 

Although 
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Although I hope to^ee much more of the good- 
nefs of the Lord in the land of the living than I 
do fee; yet, bleffed be the divine mercy, I fee c- 
nough to keep my mind at all times unruffled ; 
and to make me willing, calmly to reCgn my foul 
into the hands of my faithful Creator, my loving 
Redeemer, and my lanftifying Comforter, this mo- 
ment, or the next, if he calls for it. I delire your 
publick thanks, for all the favours he llieweth me 
continually, with refpe6l to both my foul and bo- 
dy. Help me to be thankful ; for it is a pkafant 
thing to be thankfuL May our thankfulnefs 
crown the new year, as God's patience and good- 
nefs have crowned all our life. Permit me ta 
befpeak an intereft in your prayers alfo. Aflt 
that my faith may be willing to receive all that 
God's grace is willing to beftow. Afk that I may 
meel'ly fuffer, and zealoujly do all the will ot 
God, in my prefent circumftances ; and that liv- 
ing or dymg, I may fay, with the witnefs ot 
God's Spirit, For me to Itve is Chrijly and to die 
gain. 

If God calls me foon from earth, I beg he may^ 
in his good providence, appoint a more faithful 
fhepherd over you. You need not fear that he 
will not: you fee, that for thefe many months, 
you have not only had no famine of the word^ 
out the richefl plenty ; and what God has done 
for months, he can do for years ; yea, for all the 
years of your life. Only pray; q/kf and you Jhall 
receive* Meet at the throne of grace, and you^ 
fliall meet at the throne of glory your affeftion* 
ate,, obliged, and unworthy minifler, I. F.. 
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Newington, Jan. 13th, 1777. 

Mr. William Wafe. 

My dear Brother, 

T Am two kind letters in your debt. 
^ I would have anfwered them be- 
fore, but venturing to ride out in the froft^ the 
air was too iharp for my weak lunes, and opened 
my wound, which has thrown me back again, 

I am glad to fee by your laft, that you take up 
your Ihield agiin. You will never prove a gain- 
er by vilely cafting it away. Voluntary humili- 
ty, defpondency, or even a defeat, fhould not 
make you give up your confidence ; but rather 
mike you hug your fhield, and embrace your Sa- 
viour with redoubled ardour and courage. To 
whom fhould yoi go, but to him, who hath the words of 
euerlalUn/^ life; and if you give up your faith, do 
you hot block up the way, by which you fliould' 
return to him? Let it be the laft time you com- 
pliment the enemy with what you fhould fight 
for to the laft drop of your blood. 

You muft not be above being employed in a 
little WAV. The great Mr. Grimfhaw was not a- 
bove walking fome miles, to preach to feven or 
eight p3ople; and what are we compared to him? 
Oir neighbourhood will want you more when 
Mr. Greaves and I are gone. In the mean time, 
grow in meek, humble, patient, refigned love; 
and your temper, perfon, and labours will be 
more acceptable to all around you. I have many 
things to fay to you about your foul ; but you 
will find the fubftance of them in two fermons of 
Mr. Wefley's, the one entitled, " The Devices 
*' of Satan," and the other, " The Repentance 

i« of 



[ 23 1 

•* of Believers." I wHh you would read one of 
them every day, till you have reaped all the be- 
nefit that can oe got from them : Nor eat your 
morfel alone, but let all be benefited by the con- 
tents. I am &c. I. F. 



Newingtoft, Feb. i8th, 1777. 

Mr. William Wafe. 

My dear Brother, 

TV/I Y dear friend Ireland brought me, 
^^^ laft week Sir John Elliot, who is 
efteemed the greateft phyfician in London, in 
confumptive cales. He gave hopes of my reco- 
very upon ufing proper diet and means. I was 
bled yefterday for the third time; and my old 
doftor thinks, by gentle evacuations and Ipring 
herbs, to mend my juices. Be that as it may, I 
calmly leave all to God ; and ufe the means with- 
out truftine in them. I am perfeftly taken care 
of by my kind friends, whom I recommend to 
your prayers, as well as my f elf. 

With refpeft to my foul, I calmly wait, in un- 
fhaken refolution, for the full falvation of my 
God; ready to truft him, and to venture on his 
faithful love, and on the fure mercies. of David, 
either at mdnight, noonday ^ or cock-crmmng : for my 
times are in his hand, and his time is beft, and is 
Tny time. Death has loft his fting; and, I thank 
God^ I know not what hurry of fpirit is, or unbe- 
lieving fears, under my moft terrifying fymptoms. 
Glory be to God in Chrift, for this unipeaka- 
ble mercy! Help me to praife him for it. 

You talk of my " laft trials," I can hardly 

gueft 
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guefs what you mean, unlefs Mr. Chould 

nave miftaken tears of holy Ihame before God, 

and of humble love to my opponents, for great 

trials ; but they only indicated fuch a trial, as I 

pray God to make me live and die in — I mean a 

deep fenfe of my unworthinefs, and of what I 

have fo often prayed for, in thefe words, — 

" I would be by myfelf abhorr'd. 

All glory be to Chrift my Lord." 

I thank you, however, for the comfort you ad- 

minifter to me upon, I fuppofe, Mr. ^*s 

miftake. 

With refpeft to our intended room, I beg Mr, - 
Palmer, Mr. Lloyd, and yourfelf toconfult about 
it, and that Mr. Palmer would contraft for the 
whole. ^ For my own part, I fhall contribute 
lool. including lol. I have had for it from Mr. 
Ireland and lol. from Mr. Thornton. Give my 
kindeft love to all friends and neighbours. I 
would mention all their dear names, but am 
ftriftly forbidden a longer epiftle. Farewell in 
Jefus. Yours, I. F. 

P. S. If the room cannot be completed for 
what I have mentioned, and 20I. more be want- 
ing, afk Mr. Lloyd how much the royalty might 
come to, and tell him I would appropriate it to 
the building. 

Bath, July 8th, 1777, 

Mr. Michael Onions. 

My dear Brother, 

T Heartily thank you for your kind 
•*• letter ; and by you, I defire to give 
anks to. the dear companions in tribu- 
lation 
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lation whom you meet, and who fo kindly re- 
member fo worthlefs and unprofitable a miniftcr 
as me. May the God of all grace and love, our 
common Father, and our all, blefs you all, and 
all our brethren, with all bleflings fpiritual ; and 
with fuch temporal favours, as will Left ferve the 
end of vour growth in grace. 

My defire is, if I fhould be fpared to minifter 
to you again, to do it with more humility, zeal, 
diligence, and love; and to make more of you all 
than I have done. But as matters are, you muft 
take the will for the deed. Let us all praife God 
for what is paft, and truft him for what is to come. 
The Lord enable you to cleave together to Chrift, 
and in him, to abide in one mind, ftriving toge- 
ther for the hope of the gofpel, the fulnefs of the 
Spirit, and that kingdom of righteoufnefs, peace, 
and joy in the rfoly Ghoft, of which we have fo 
often difcourfed together, but into which we have 
not prefled with fufficient ardour and violence. 
God give us the humble, violent faith, which in- 
herits the promife of the Father, that we may tri- 
umph in Chrift, and adorn his gofpel in life aiul 
death. 

I hope to fee you before the Summer is ended, 
if it pleafe God to fpare me and give me ftrength 
for the journey. I am in fome refpefts better 
than when I came here, and was enabled to bury 
a corpfe laft jSunday, to oblige the minifter of the 
pariih ; but, whether it was that little exertion of 
voice, or fomething elfe, bad fymptoms have re- 
turned fince. Be that as it may, all is well ; for 
he that does all things well, rules and over-rules 
all. I have ftood the heats we have had thefe 
two dayS| better than I expelled. I defire you 

will 
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will help me to blefs the Author of all good, for 
this, and e veiy other bleffing of this life ; but above 
all for the lively hopes of the next, and forChrift 
our common hope, peace, joy, wifdom, righteouf- 
nefs, falvation, and all. In him I meet, love, and 
embrace you. God blefs you all, and crown you 
with loving-kindnefs and tender mercy all the 
day long! I live, if you (land. Don t let me 
want the reviving cordial of hearing, that you 
ft and together firm in the faith, broken in humi- 
lity, and rejoicing in the loving hope of the glo- 
ry of God. Look much at Jefus. Blefs God 
much for the gift of his only begotten Son. Be 
much in private prayer. Forfake not the affem- 
bling yourfelves together in little companies, as 
well as in publick. Walk in the fight xrf death 
and eternity ; and ever pray for your affcftionatc, 
but unworthy miuifter, I. F. 



Newington, Jan. 13th, i777« 

To the Parifliioners of Madeley. 

My dear Companions in tribulation, 

ALL the children of God I love : 
my delight is in them that ex- 
cel in ftrength, and my tendereft compaffions 
move towards thofe that exceed in weaknefs. But 
of all the children of God, none have fo great a 
right to my peculiar love as you. Your ftated 
or occafional attendance on my poor miniftry, 
and the countlels thoufands of fteps you have ta- 
ken to hear the word of our common Lord from 
my dcfpifed pulpit, as well as the bonds of neigh- 
bourhood, and the many happy hours I have 

fpent 
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fpent before the throne of grace with you^ endear 
you peculiarly to me. 

With tears of grateful joy, I recolleA the aw- 
ful moments, when we have, in the ftrength of 
our dear Redeemer, bound ourfelves to ftand to 
our baptifmal vow: — to renounce all fm, to be- 
lieve all the articles of the Chriftian faith, and 
, keep God's commandments to the end of our life ; 
efpecially, the new commandment, which enjoins 
us to love one another, as Chrift has loved us. 
O! my dear brethren, let this repeated vow, fo 
reafonable, fo juft, and fo comfortable, appear to 
lis worthy of our greateft regards For my own 
part, afldng pardon of God, and you all, tor not 
having exulted more in the privilege of keeping 
that vow every day better, and of loving you eve- 
ry hour more tenaerly, I am not at all difcourag- 
ed ; but determine with new courage and delight, 
to love my neighbour as myfelf ; and to love our 
Covenant God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, with 
all my mind, heart, and ftrength ; — with all the 
powers of my underftanding, will, and affeAions. 
This refolution is bold, but it is evangelical; being 
equally founded on the precept and promife of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, whofe cleanfing blood can 
atone for all our paft unfaithfulnefs, and whofe 
almighty Spirit can enable us to perform all go/pel 
obedience for the time to come. 

I find much comfort, in my weak ftate of 
health, from my relation to my Covenant God; and 
by my relation to him as my Covenant God, I 
mean, (i.) My clear, explicit knowledge of the 
Father as my Creator and Father ; who fo loved 
the world, you, and me, as to give his only be- 
gotten Son, that we fhould not perilh but have 

everlafting 
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cverlafting life. O! my dear friends, what fwcet 
exclamations, what endearing calling of Abba, 
Father, will afcend from our grateful hearts, if 
we fay, with St. Paul, He that ffared not his awn Son^ 
but delivered him up for us ally how freely will he give us 
all things with that capital gift? 

(2.) I mean by my covenant relation, my re- 
lation to the adorable perfon, who, with the 
ftrength of his Godhead, and the ftrength of his 
pure manhood, took away my fin, and reconciled 
our fallen race to the divine nature, making us 
capable of recovering the divine union from which 
Adam fell. O how does my foul exult in that 
dear Mediator! How do I hide my poor foul un- 
der the fhadow of his wings I There let me meet 
you all. Driven to that true mercy-feat by the 
lame danger, drawn by the fame preferving and 
redeeming love; invited by the fame gofpel pro- 
mifes, and encouraged by each others example, 
and by the example of tnat cloud of witnefles, 
who have pafled into the kingdom of God by that 
precious door, let us by Chrift return to God ; let 
us in Chrift find our reconciled God : and may 
that dear commandment of his. Abide in me, prove 
every day more precious to our fouls. If we a- 
bide in him by believing that he is our way, our 
truth, and our life ; by apprehending him as our 
Prophet or wifdom, our Prieft or righteoufnefs, 
our King or fanftification and redemption, we 
fhall bear fruit, and underftand what is meant by 
thefe I'criptures, In him, I am z&ell pleafed — Accepted 
in the beloved — 'there is no condemnation to them that 
are in Chrijl Jefus — God was in Chrijl reconciling the 
world unto hmfelf Cffc. O the comfort of thus 
cleaving to Chrift by faith; of thus finding that 

Chrift 
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Chrift is our all! In that centre of life, let us 
all meeU and death itfelf will not feparate us; for 
Chrift, our life is the refurre(^lion ; ap.d Chrift, 
our common refurreftion, will bring us back 
from the grave, to worihip him altogether, where 
abfence and ficknefs fhall interrupt and feparate 
us no more. 

I fometimes feel a defire of being buried, 
where you are buried, and having my bones lie 
in a common earthen bed with yours ; but I fooii 
refign that wifli, and leaving that particular to 
Providence, I exult in tliinking, that whatever 
diftance there may be between our graves, we 
can now bury our tins, cares, doubts and fears, in 
the one grave of our divine Saviour ; and that we 
lejoice each of us in our meafure, that neither 
life nor death, neither things prefent nor things 
to come fhall ever be able, (while we hang on 
the crucified, as he hung on the crofs) to fepa- 
rate us from Chrift our head, nor from the love 
of each other his members. 

Love, then, one another, my dear brethreri, 
1 entreat you: By the pledges ol redeeming love, 
which I have fo often given you, while 1 fa id in 
his name, " The body of Chrifl which was giv- 
en for thee" — ** The blood of Chrift which was 
fhed for thee," to reconcile thee to God, and to 
cement thee to the brethren; by thefe pledges of 
divine love, I entreat you, love one another. If 
I your poor unworthy fhepherd am fmitten, be 
not fcattered ; but rather be more clofely gather- 
ed unto Chrift, and keep near each other in faith 
and love, till you all receive our fecond Com- 
forter and Advocate in the glory of his fulnefs. 
You know I mean the Holy Ghoft, the third 
C Perfon 
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Perfdn in our Covenant God. He is xvlth you^ 
but if you plead the promife of the Father, which^ 
fays Chrift, you have heard of me^ he will be in you. 
He will fill your fouls with his light, love, and 
glory, according to that verfe, which we have fo 
often fung together, 

" Refining fire go through njy heart, 

Illuminate my foul. 
Scatter thy life through every part^ 

And fanftify the whole.'*^ 

This indwelling of the . Comforter perfects the 
myftery of , fanftification in the believer's fouU 
This is the higheft blefling of the Chriftian cove- 
nant on earth. Rejoicing in God our Creator, 
in God our Redeemer, let us look for the full 
comfort of God our Sanftifier. So fliall we live 
and die in the faith, going on from faith to faith, 
•from ftrength to ftrength, from comfort to com- 
fort, till Chrift is all in ail to us all. 

My paper fails, but not my love. It embraces 

?rou all in the bowels of Jelus Chrift ; to whofc 
ove I eameftly recommend you; earneftly de- 
firing you would recommend to his faithful mer- 
cy your affeftionate friend and brother, your un- 
worthy paftor and fellow helper in the faith, 

I. F. 
P, S. I earneftly. recommend to you all my 
dear brother Greaves. Shew him all the love 
you have (hewn to me, and, if poffible, fhew him 
more* who i» £o much more delerving. 



Briftol, 
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Briftol, Nov. 1777. 

Mr. Thomas York and Daniel Edmunds. 
My dear Friends, 

T Have received Mr. York's 
^ kind letter, and am en- 
couraged, by the fpirit of love and kindnefe 
which it breathesj as well as by your former offer 
of helping me off with my burdens, to beg you 
would fettle fome temporal affairs for me. 

The debt of gratitude I owe to a dying fifler, 
who once took a very long journey to fee me, 
when I was ill in Germany, and whom I juii 
ftopped from coming, laft winter, to Newington 
to nurfe me ; the unanimous advice of the phy* 
ficians, whom I have confulted, and the oppor* 
tunity of travelling with ferious friends, have at 
lafl determined me to remove to a warmer cli* 
mate. As it is doubtful, very doublful, whether 
I ihall be able to (land the journey; and, if I do^ 
whether I fhail be able to come back to England; 
and, if I come back, whether I ihall be able to 
fcrvjB my church, it is right to make what provi- 
fion I can, to have it properly ferved while I live^ 
and to fecure fome fpirituai afliilance to my fe* 
rious parifliioners when I iiaill be no more. I 
have attempted to build a houfe in Madeley 
Wood, about the centre of the parifh, where I 
fhould be glad the children might be taught t(^ 
read and write in the day, and the grown up 
people might hear the word of God in the even- 
ing, when they can get an evangelifl to preach 
it to them; and where the- ferious people might 
affemble for fociajl worfhip when they have no 
teacher. 

C 2 Th» 



t 3« t 

This has Involved me in fome difficulties about 
difcharging the expence of that building, and 
paying for the ground it ftands upon ; efpecially 
as my ill health has put me on the additional ex- 
pence of an affiftant. If I had ftrength, I would 
ferve my church alone, board as cheap as I 
could, and fave what I could from the produce 
of the living to clear the debt, and leave that 
little token of my love, free from encumbrances 
to my p?iriihioners. But as Providence orders 
things otherwife, I have another objeft, which is 
to fecure a fiithful minifter to ferve Ihe church 
while I live. Providence has (ent me dear Mr. 
Greaves, who loves the people, and is loved by 
them. I fhould be giad to make him comforta- 
ble ; and as all the care of the flock, by my ill- 
n^fs, devolves upon him, I would not hefitatc, 
for a moment to let him have all the profit of the 
living, if it were not for the debt contrafted a- 
bout the room. My difficulty lies, then, be- 
tween what I owe to my fellow labourer, and 
what I owe to my parifhioners, whom 1 ihould be 
forry to have burdened with a debt contrafted 
for the room. 

My agreement with Mr. Greaves was to allow 
him 40 guineas a year, out of which I was to 
deduA 12 for his board ; but as I cannot board 
liim while I go abroad, I defign to allow him, 
during my abfence 50I. a year, together with 
the ufeof my houfe, furniture, garden, and my 
horfe, if he chufes to keep one; referving the 
ufe of a room, and ftall in the ftable, to enter- 
tain the preachers who help us in their round ; 
not doubting but that the ferious people will 
gladly iind them and th^ir horfes proper necefla* 
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ties* Biit I know fo little what my income mav 
come to, that I am not fiue whether it will 
yield Mr. Greaves 501. after paying all the ex- 
pences of the living. Now, I beg that you will 
confuit together and fee, whether the vicars in«» 
come, i. e. tithes gic. &c«^ will difcharge all the 
expences of the livingt and leave a reiidue fuf- 
ficient to pay a ftipcnd of 50I. I except the 
royalty, which I have appropriated to the ex-» 
pence of the room. If it be, well; if there be 
any furplus, let it be applied to the room ; if 
there be any thing Ihort, then Mr. Greaves may 
have the whole, and take his chance in that re^ 
fpeft, as it will be only taking the vicar's chance ; 
for I doubt, if fometimes, after neceflary chavgesr 
defrayed, the vicars have had a clear 50L 

I beg you will let me know how the balance! 
of my account (lands, that, fptne way or othex^ 
I may order it to be paid immediately; for if the 
balance is againft me, I could not leave England 
comfortably without having fettled the payment. 
A letter will fettle this bufinefsy as well as if 
twenty friends were at the trouble of taking a 
journey; and. talking is far worfe for me than 
reading or writing. I do not fay this to put a 
flight upon my dear friends. I Ihould rejoice tc^ 
fee them, if it was to anfwer any other end, than^ 
that of putting on a plaifter, to teat it off as foohi 
as it fticks. 

Ten thoufand pardons of my dear friends, fo» 
troubling them with this ferawl about wcmlSBfL* 
matters. May God help us all, fo to fettle our** 
eternal concerns, that when we Ihall be called tcfi 
go to our long home and heavenly counfapy, we>* 
may be ready> and have our acquittance along 
: r^ C 3 with 
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tritli tw* 1 am qiilte tired with writing, never* 
thelefs, I cannot lay by my pen, without defiring 
my beft Chriftian love to all my dear compani- 
0ns in tribulation and neighbours in Shropfliire; 
cfpccially to Mrs. York, Mifs Simpfon, Mrs. 
Harper, Mr. Scott when Mr. York fees him, 
Winny Edmunds, and all enquiring friends. 
Thank Molly for her good management; and 
lell her, I reccanmend her to our ccwnmon hea- 
venly Mafter ; and that if (he wants to go to Lon- 
don, or come to Briftol, I fhall give her fuch a 
Chara6ler as will help her to fome good place, 
by the direftions of a kind Providence. I hear- 
tily thank Daniel both as church-warden and as 
receiver and houfe-fteward, and I beg Mr. York 
again to pay him a proper falary. I am in the 
beftr bonds, your aflfeaionate neighbour, friend, 
and minifter, I. F. 

Briftol, Nov, -— l^^^• 
Mr. Jehu. 

My dear Brother, 

T Thank you for all your care 
■*■ and love. Beware of an in- 
fiiaring world. You may keep the few things 
I lent you, as long as you ftay at Madeley; 
when you remove, pleafe to give them, or tne 
amount to fome of our poor brethren. Farewell 
in Jefus. Life and death are both of them a 
blefli^g. I rejoice in the will of God every vuay; 
and fet to my feal, that he is good, faithful and- 

eacious to the chief of finners, and leaft of ail 
iievers,even to your affeftionate friend, I. F* 

Sriftolf 
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Biiftol, Nov. — 1777# 

Mr. William Wafc. 

My dear Brother, 

p ARDON the trouble I have 
* given you in my temporal 
concerns; it is more for the poor and the Lord 
than for me. O! my dear friend, let us ^o 
through the things temporal, fo as not to lofe the 
things eternal. Let us honour God's truth, by 
believing his word, Chrift's blood, by hoping 
firmly in divine mercy, and all the divine per- 
feAions, by loving God with all our hearts, and 
one another, as Chrift loved us« My kind love 
to all the brethren on both fides the water. 

Go from me to Mrs. Cound — tell her, I charge 
her, in the name of God, to give up the world, 
to fet out with all fpeed for heaven, and to join 
the few that fear God about her. If flie refufes, 
call again ; call weekly, if not daily, and warn 
her from me till (he is ripe for glory. Tell the 
brethren at Brofeley, that I did my body an in- 
Jury the laft time I preached to them on the 
green; but I do not repine at it, if they took the 
warning, and have ceafed to be neither hot nor 
cold, and begin to be warm in zeal, love, prayer, 
and every grace. — Give my love to Geo. Cran- 
nage ; tell him to make hafte to Chrift, and not 
to doze away his laft days. 

The phyhcian has not yet given me up; but, 
I blefs God, I do not wait for his farewell, ta 

five myfelf up to my God and Saviour. I write, 
y fteaith, as my friends here would have me 
forbear doing it, and even talking ; but I will ne- 
ver part with my privilege of writing and fhout- 

ing. 
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kig, TJionh he toGcidf who giveth us the vi&ory over 
iih, ' death and the grave, through Jejus Chrijil 
To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

Tell Mr. V'ork, I embrace him in l^irit, and 
Ihall, if it pleafe God, find an opportunity to 
fulfil his kind requefl: by Mifs Simpfon, whom, 
together with my dear friend and good nurfie^ 
Mrs. Harper, I lalute in the Lord. God blels 
you and yours. I am yours in the love of Jefust 
Ae beft of bonds, I. F. 



Briftol, Nov. 26th, l^^^^ 

To the Brethren who hear the word of God, in 
the parilh church of Madeley. 

My dear Brethren, 

T Thank you for the de* 
^ claration of your af- 
feftionate remembrance, which you have fent me 
by John Owen, the meffenger of your brotherly 
love. As a variety of reafons, with which I (hall 
not trouble you, prevent my coming to take my 
leave of you in perfon, permit me to do nt by 
letter. The hopes of recovering a little ftrength 
to come and ferve you again in the gofpel, make 
me take the advice of the phyficians, who fay^ 
that removing to a drier air and warmer climate, 
might be of great fervice to my health. I kife 
the rod which fmites me. I adore the Provi- 
dence which lays me afide ; and beg that by this 
long correSion of my heavenly Father, I may be 
fo pruned, as to bring forth more fruit, if I am 
fpared. r 

I am more and more perfu^ded tbAt I h^ve not. 

declared 
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declared unto you cunningly devifed fables, and 
that the golpel, I have had the honour of preach* 
ing, though feehly, among you, is the power of 
God to fa 1 vat ion, to every one who believes it 
with the heart. God grant we may all be of that 
happy number I Want of time does not permit 
me to give you more direftions; but, if you fol- 
low thofe which fill the reft of this page, they 
may fupply the want of a thoufand. Have, eve- 
ry day, lower thoughts of yourfelves, hieher 
thoughts of Chrift, kinder thoughts of your bre- 
thren, and more hopeful thoughts of all around 
you. Love to affemble in the great congrega- 
tion, and with your companions in tribulation ; 
but above all, love to pray to your Father in fe- 
cret; to confider your Saviour, who fays Look unto 
me^ andbe faved; and to liften for your San6tificr 
and Comforter, who whifpers, that he flands at the 
door, and knocks to enter into vour inmoft fouls, and 
to fet up his kingdom ot righteoufnefs, peaccv 
and joy, with divine power, in your willing 
breafbs. Wait all the day long for his glorious 
appearing within you; and, when you are toge- 
ther, by fuitable prayers, proper hymns, and en» 
livening exhortations, keep up your earned ex- 
peftation of his pardoning and lanftifying love. 
Iiet not a drop fatisfy you; defire an ocean, at 
leaft a fountain fpringihg up to your comfort in 
your own fouls, and flowing towards all around 
you, in ftreams of love and delightful inftrufti- 
cms, to the confolation of thofe with whom you 
converfe; cfpecially your brethren, and thofe of 
your awn houjeholds. Do not eat your morfel by 
yourfelves, like felfiih, niggardly people; feut 
whether you eat the meat that periiheth, or th^ 

which 
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Vliich endureth ,xinto cverlafting life, be ready 
to ihare it with all. Caft your bread upon the 
waters, in a temporal and fpiritual fenfe, and it 
will not be loft. God will blefs your feed fown, 
and it will abundantly increafe. Let every one, 
with whom you converfe, be the better for your 
converfation. Be burning and Ihining lights 
wherever you are. Set the fire of divine love to 
the hellifh ftubble of fm. Be valiant for the 
truth. Be champions for love. Be fons of 
thunder againft fin ; and fons of confolation to- 
wards humbled finners. Be faithful to your 
God, your king and your mafters. Let not the 
good ways of God be blafphemed tljrough any 
of you. Let your heavenly mindednefs ana 
your brotherly kindnefe be known to all men ; 
fo that all who fee you may wonder, and fay. 
See hom thefe people lane one another! 

You have need of patience, as well as of faith 
and power. You muft learn to fuffer^ as well as 
to do the will of God. Do not, then, think it 
Rrange to pafs through fiery trials: they arc ex- 
cellent for the proving, purifying, and ilrength- 
cning of your faith. Only let your faith be 
firm ni a tempeft. Let your hope in Chrift be 
m a fure anchor cajt within the veil; and your pa- 
tient love will foon outride the ftorm, and make 
?rou find, there is a peace in Chrift and in the Hor 
y Ghoft, which no man can give or take away. 
May that peace be abundantly given to you, 
from our common Father, our common Redeem- 
er, and our common Sanftifier, our Covenant 
God ; the gracious God of Chriftians, whom we 
have fo often vouched to be our God and our all, 
when we ];uve beea afiembied together in hi^ 

jiame. 
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name. He is tTic fame merciful, and faithful 
God yejierday^ tq day^ and for ever. Believe in his 
threefold name. Rejoice in every degree of his 
great falvation. Triumph in hope of the glory 
which ihall be revealea. Do not forget to, be 
thankful for a cup of water ; much lefs for being 
out of hell, for the means of grace, the forgive- 
nefs of fins, the blood of Jefus, the communion 
of faints on earth, and the future glorification of 
laints in heaven. Strongly, heartily believe eve- 
ry gcrfpel truth, efpecially the latter part of the 
apoftle's creed. Believe it, I fay, till your faith 
becomes to you the fubftance of the eternal life 
you hope for; and then, come life, come death, 
cither or both will be welcome to you, as, 
through grace, I find they are to me. 

I leave this bleffed ifland for awhile; but, I 
truft, I ftiall never leave the kingdoin of God, 
the mount Sion, the new Jerufalem, the fliadow 
of Chrift's crofs, the clefts of the rock fmitteu 
and pierced for us. There I entreat you to meet 
me. There I meet you in fpirit. From thence, 
I truft, I fhall joyfully leap into the ocean of 
eternit)^, to go and jom thofe midiftring fpirits 
who wait on the heirs of falvation : And, if I am 
no more permitted to minifter to you in the land 
of the living, 1 rejoice at the thought, that I 
Iball, perhaps, be allowed to accompany the an- 
gels, who, if you continue in the faitn, will be 
commiffioned to carry your fouls into Abraham's 
bofom. If our bodies do not moulder away in 
the fame grave, our fpirits Ihall be fweetly loft 
ix the fame fea of divine and brotherly love. 
I hope to fee you again in the flefti; but my 
fweelcft and firmeft hope is, to meet you where 

there 
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there are no parting feas, no interpofing moun^ 
tains, no (icknels, no death, no fear of lovmg 
too much, no ihame for loving too little, no ap- 
prehenfion of burfting new velfels in our lungs, 
by indulging the joy of feeing, or the forrow of 
leaving our brethren. 

In the mean time, I earneftly recommend you 
to the paftoral care of the Great Shepherd and 
Bifhop of fouls, and to the brotherly care of one 
another, as well as to the minifterial care of my 
fubftitute. The authority of love, which you al- 
lowed me to exert among you for edification, I 
return to you, and divide among you ; humbly 
requefting, that you would mutually ufe it, in 
warning the unruly, fupporting the weak, and 
comforting alL Should I be fpared to come 
back, let me have the joy of finding you all of 
one heart and one foul ; continuing ileadfafl in 
the apoftle's doflrine, in fellowfhip one with ano- 
ther, and in communion with our fin-pardoning 
and fin-abhorring God. This you may do, 
through grace, by ftron^ly believing in the aton- 
ing blood and fanftifymg Spirit of Chrift, our 
common head and our common life ; in whom 
my foul embraces you, and in whofe gracious 
hands, I leave both you and myfelf. Bear me 
on your hearts before him in* praying love ; and 
be perfuaded, that you are thus born by, My 
dear Brethren, Yours Scc# I. F, 



Dover, 
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Dover, Dec. 2nd, l^^^^ 

To the Society at Madeley. 

My dear Brethren, 

T> Y the help of divine pro- 
^ vidence, and of your 
prayers I have got fafe to Dover; and I find that 
the journey has, fo far, been of fervice to me. 
I thought to have been in France by this time; 
but the wind being high, tho' favourable, the 
mariners were afraid to leave the fafe harbour, 
left they fhould be driven on the French cliffs 
too fiercely. This delay gives me an opportuni- 
ty of writing a line to tell you, that I (hall bear 
you on my heart by fea and land ; that the earth 
ts the Lord's f with all the fulnefs thereof; that Jefus 
lives to pray for us; and that I ftill recommend 
myfelf to your prayers, hoping to hear of your 
order, fteadfaftnefs, and growth of faith towards 
Chrift, and in love towards each other, which 
will greatly revive your aflFeftionate fiiend and 
brother, L F. 

Nyon, lyyS. 

To the Societies in and about Madeley. 

My dear, very dear Brethren. 

TTHIS comes with my 
•*• beft love to you, and 
my beft wifhes, that peace, mercy, and truth may 
be multiplied unto you, from God the Father, 
through Jefus Chrift, by the Spirit of his love ; 
with which, I beg your hearts and mine may be 
daily more repleniihed. 

D I am 
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I am yet in the land of the living, to prepare, 
with you, for the land where there is life without 
death, praifing without wearinefs of the flefti, and 
loving without fepai'ation, 7 here, I once more 
challenge 'you to meet me, with all the mind 
that was in Chrift; and may not one hoof be 
left behind ! May there not be found one De* 
mas amongft you, turning afide from the little 
flock and the narrow way, to love and follow 
this prefent perifhing world. May there not be 
one Efau, who, for a frivolous gratification, fold 
his birthright; nor another wife of Lot, who 
looked back for the good things of the city of 
deftruftion, and was puniflied by a judgment, 
almoft as fearful as that of Ananias, Sapphira, 
and Judas. 

My dear companions, let us be conjijlent; let 
us feek firft the kingdom of God and his righte- 
oufnefs, and all other things, upon your diligent, 
Jrugalf fecondary endeavours, (hall be added unto 
you. Let us live daily, more and more, upon 
the free love of our gracious Creator and Pre- 
ferver, the grace and righteoufnefs of our aton- 
ing Redeemer and Mediator, nor let us flop 
fhort of the powerful, joyous influence of our 
Comforter and Sanftifier. 

Bear me on your hearts, as I do you upon 
mine: and meet we all in the heart of Chrift, 
who is the centre of our union, and our common 
head ; humbly leaving it to him, when, and nuhere^ 
we ihall meet again. In the mean while, I beg * 
you will pay a due regard to the following texts, 
Lfive one another , as I haue loved you — By this Jhall all 
men know that ye are my difdples, if ye love one and^ 
ther — Uttk cmdren^ love not the xvorld; for if any 

man 
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nan love the world, the love of the Father^ and of the 
brethren is not in him — Be of one accord^ of one 
mind — Let there he no divijlovs anting you — Mind not 
his;h things, but things which make for peace and 
edification. 

Farewell in Chrift till we meet in the fle(h, 
around his table, or in the fpirit around his 
throne. My love and thanks to Mr. Murlin 
and Mr. Roberts. I am your afflifted, com* 
forted brother, I. F. 

Nyon, July i8th, 1778. 

The Rev. Mr. Greaves* 

My dear Brother, 

1 Expefted to have had an 
^ anfwer to the two laft 
letters I wrote you, but have. been difappointcd 
of my hope, rrobably, your letters have mif* 
carried thefe troublefome times. I truft you lay 
yourfelf out in length and breadth for the good 
of the flock committed to your care* I (hould 
be glad to hear, that all the flock grow in grace> 
and that the little flock grow in humble love. 

Be pleafed to read the following note in the 
church — " John Fletcher begs a farther intereft 
*• in the prayers of the congregation of Made- 
•* ley; and defires thofe, who aflemble to ferve 
** God in the church, to help him to return 
** publick thanks tp Almichty God, for many 
** mercies received ; efpecially, for being able ta 
** do every day a little minifterial duty, which 
•* he confiders as an earneft of the ftrength he 
•* ihould be glad to have, to come back foon. 
D 2 «^ and 
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'•* and ferve them in the gofpel ; which he de- 
•* figns to do, pleafe God, in fome months. In 
** the mean time, he humbly befeeches them, to 
** ferve God as Chriftians, and to love one ano- 
** ther as brethren; neglefting no means of 
** grace, and rejoicing in ail the hopes of glory." 

1 hope, my dear brother, that you rememoer 
my requeft to you, in my letter from Dover; 
and that you are glad of every poflible help to 
do the people good. The harveft is great, the 
labourers are comparatively few. Pray the Lord 
to fend more labourers into his harveft: and 
rejoice, when he fends us any, who will help us 
to break up the fallow ground. 

Be plea fed, when you have an opportunity, to 
read the following note to the focieties in Made- 
ley, Dawley, and the Banks. 

My dear Brethren, 

I hope you have no need of a 
a line to affure you of the continuance of my 
brotherly love for you. We are all called to 
crow in grace, and confequently, in love, which 
IS the greateft of all Chriftian graces. Your 
prayers for my foul and my body have not been 
without anfwer. Bleffed be God ! Glory be to 
his rich mercy in Chrift, I live yet the life of 
faith; and as to my body, I recover fome 
ftrength ; which rejoices me the more, as I hope 
a good Providence will make way for my laying 
it out, in inviting you to leave the things which 
are' behind, and to prefs, with earnejlnefs, unity ^ 
and pafience, towards the mark of our heavenly 
calling in Chrift. God blefs you all, with all 
the bieffings brought to the church by Chrift 
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JcfiB, and by the other Comforter! Fare ye all 
well in Jefus; and remember at the throne of 
grace your affeftionate brother and fcrvant in 
Chrift, I. F. 

My love to all our kind neighbours^ and to 
the preachers, livhom I beg you will thank in 
my name. Adieu, my dear brothes*. I am: 
yours in the Lord, U r# 

Nyon, Sep* i5th> iTjBm 

Mu Thomas York. 

My dear Brother^ 

T Thank you for your love^ 
"■• and generous care of my 
little temporal concerns.. I long to know how 
you all do. You may fee on the enclolcd how 
I do in body. BleiTed be the God of all confo- 
lation, though I have ftill very trying, feverilh 
nights, and nothing but forced evacuations, f 
am Icept in peace of mind ; refigned to his will^ 
who affliftsitie for my good, and juftly fets me 
afide for my unprofitablenefs* Well, though 
I am a bruifed veffel, yet I reft on Him^ he 
does not break me, yea, he comforts me on every 
fide. His grace within, and his people without^ 
turn my trying circumftances into matter of 
praife. 

Give my love to all your dear family^ and to» 
the two, or three, who may yet remember me 
at ShifFnal. Alfo give my love to Daniel,, and 
defire him, when he gathers the Eafter dues, to 
give my love and thanks to all my pariliiioners..^ 
Adieu I Yours, I. F. 

O a Nyoxi„ 
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Nyon, Feb. nth, lyyp* 

Mr. WilUam Wafe. 

My dear Friend, 

T Have juft received yours of 
-■■ the 24th Jan. and rejoice 
to hear of the welfare of your friends ; but there 
is no bleffing here without fome alloy of grief, 
and fuch was to me the account of the poor 
ftate of dear Mrs, Wafe's health. The Lord be 
with her as a Comforter and San6iifer, if he does 
not chufe to be with her as a Phyfician. Tell her, 
I fhould be glad to hold up her hands in her 
fight of affliftion ,• but if the poor, unprofitable, 
weak fervant is far off, the JVIafter, who is rich 
in mercy, who fills the whole world with his 
goodnefs and patience, and who has all power 
given him as our brother. Son of man, in heaven 
and earth — this kind Mafter is near to her, and 
all his afflifted ones. Bid her from me, entreat 
her in my name, or rather, in his dear name, 
Jefus, Salvation, Refurreftion, Life, Light, and 
Love, to look to him, and to make a tree and 
condant ufe of him in all his offices. 

I recommend to her two remedies ; the one is 
a cheerful refignation to the will of God, where- 
by her animal fpirits will be raifcd and fweetly 
refrefhed; the other is four lumps of heavenly 
fugir, to be taken every half hour, day and 
night, when fhe does not fleep. I make a con- 
ftaat ufe of them to my great comfort. They 
have quickened my foul when I was dying, and 
I doubt not but they will have the fame effeft 
upon hers. Our Church has already extrafted 
fhr^ -'•"ine fugar from the fcripture, and put it 

into 
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into the Common Prayer-book, as the heavenly 
bait, which is to draw us to the Lord's table. 
Though they have often paffed through my 
mouth, when I have called her there, they have 
loft nothing of their fweetnefs and force. God 
fo loved the xmrld Sfc. If any man Jin Csfc. It Is a 
faithful faying ^c. Come unto me all ye that are 
weary 6fr. God grant her abundance of the 
faith, which rolls thefe heavenly pills in the 
mind, and much of that love, which fucks their 
fweetnefs in the heart. Tell her, they go down 
beft, if taken in the cup of thankfgiving ; into 
which a tear of defire, of humility, of repent- 
ance, or of joy, might be dropt occafionally. 
That tear is to be had, by looking fimply to 
Him, who fells oil to the virgins, who offered a 
fpringing well to the woman of Samaria, and 
opened a fountain flowing with heavenly blood 
and water, when he hung for us upon the crofs. 
To him be praife and glory for ever! Amen 1 

Tell my little god -daughter Patty Cartwright, 
fhe is big enough and bad enough to take them; 
and that the holy child Jefus came on purpofe 
into the world to make them up for her. What 
a (hame it is, to have fuch a remedy fo near, and 
not to make more ufe of it to futxluc our un- 
belief, and cure our ftupid ingratitude. 

Thank brother Cofterdine and his fellow la- 
bourers for their occafional help; and may He, 
who gives the increafe, abundantly blefs it to 
them and to our friends. May the Lord vouch- 
fafe to confecrate our little Zoar, by calling one 
finner, and eftablilhing one faint. How abun- 
dantly ffiall we be repaid for our little expence 
and trouble! I am, Yours &c. I. F. 

• NyoHi 



[48 1 

Nyon, Feb. iith» 1779* 

To the Brethren in and about Madelcy. 

My dear Companions in tribulation, 

pEACE and mercy, faith, 
■■• hope, and love be multi- 
plied to you all in general, and to each of you 
in particular, from the Father of mercies, through 
the Lord Jefus Chrift, by the Spirit of grace. 
I tliank you for your kind remembrance of me 
in your prayers. I am yet fpared to pray for 
you. O that I had more power with God! I 
would bring down all heaven into all your 
hearts. Strive together, in love, for the living 
faith, the glorious hope, the fanftifying, per- 
fefting love, once delivered to the faints. Look 
to Jefus. Move on : run yourfelves in the hea- 
venly race, and let each Iweetly draw his bro- 
ther along, till the whole company aj^ears be- 
fore the Redeeming God in Sion, adorned as a 
bride for the heavenly Bridegroom. 

I hope God will, in his mercy, fpare me to 
fee you in the flefh; and, if I cannot labour for 
you, I (hall gladly fuffer with you.^ If you will 
put health into my flefh, marrow in my bones^ 
'oy in my heart, and life into my whole frame, 
e of one hearty and of one JouL Count nothing 
your oo^n, but your Jin 2ind Jhame ; and bury that 
dreadful property in the grave, the bottomlefs 
grave of our Saviour. Let all you are, and have, 
be his tliat bought you, and his members, for his 
fake. Dig hard in the gofpel mines for hidden 
treafure. Blow hard the furnace of prayer with 
the bellows of faith, until you are melted into 
love, and the drofs of fin is purged oxU of every 

• hearU 
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heart. There Is a ricrer that maketh glad the city of 
God; it is the grace that flows from his thronew 
Jefus is the veffel, the heavenly ark: get together 
into him, and fweetly fail down into the ocean 
of eternity. So ftiall ye be true miners, furnace- 
men, and bargemen. Farewell in Jefus. I. F* 

Nyon, May i8th, lyjg^ 

The Rev. Mr. Greaves. 

My dear Fellow-labourer, 

TiyrY departure being dc- 
^^'- layed fome weeks gives 
me much concern, although, from the confi- 
dence I have in your paftoral diligence, I am 
eafy about the floclc you feed. 

There was laft week a vifitation held here, and 
the clergy of the town took my part againft the 
vifiter and others, who faid, " I was of a fe6l 
every where fpoken againft." The converfatioa 
about it held fo long, and was fo trying to my 
grain of humility, that I went out. The matter, 
however, ended peaceably, by a vote that they 
fhould invite me to dinner. God ever fave ut 
from jealous and perfecuting zeal ! 

I hope, my dear friend, you go on comfort- 
ably, doing more and more the work of a grow- 
ing evangelift. Remember my love to all I 
mentioned in my laft, to as many of my pa- 
rifliioners as you meet with, and efpecially, to 
all our good neighbours and to the fociety. 
God blefs you all ; and enable you to perfevere 
in prayer for yourfelf, for the flock, (which 
I once more recommend to you, with the 

lambs^— 
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lambs,-^the children) and for your afFeftionate 
brother, 1. F« 



Nyon, May i8th, i779# 

Mr. Michael Onions. 

My dear Brother, 

T Have complied with the 
-■^ requeft of my friends, to 
ftay a little longer among them, as it was backed 
by a fmall fodety of pious people gathered here. 
Three weeks ago, they got about me, and, on 
then* knees, with many tears, befought me to 
ftay till they were a little ftronger, and able to 
ftand alone ; nor would they rile, till they had 
got me to comply. Happy would it be lor us 
all, if we prayed as earneftly to Hun, who can 
give us Jubjiantial bleffings. 

However, yefterday^ I fpoke with a carrier 
from Geneva, to take me to London, who faid^ 
fce would take us at a fortnight's notice. The 
Lord is always ready to give our hearts a lift to 
the kingdom of grace, tnrough which we muft 
pafs to the kingdom of glory. May we be rea- 
dy alfo ! The comfort of this journey is, that 
we all may travel together, tho* our bodies are 
afunder; tor Chrift tne way is every where f aixJ 
faith in his word is, like nis word, one and the 
famt\ in every age and country. So is holinefs 
the narrow way ,* for in all places we may love 
God with all our heart, and our neighbour as 
ourfelf. I hope you, and all your ferious friends 
travel thus; and that your journey is like that of 

St. Paul, 
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St. Paul, who travelled hard, as one running for 
a prize— €ven for a croum of life* 

Give my kind love to all who travel in this 
manner. Invite kindly all, who have not yet 
fet out. Stir up earneflly thofe that loiter, 
cfpecially Thomas Powis, over whom my heart 

i reams. Above all, give them the example of 
eaving the things behind, and prefling towards 
the mark with renewed vigour. Tell your wife, 
I hold her to her promife, of being the Lord's 
more- than ever, becaufe the time is fhortcr for 
us both. Tell your mother, I expeft to find 
her a bruifed reed in herfelf, and a pillar in 
Chrift Jefus. The Lord blefs your brother and 
his wife, with that cliild born, that fon given^ who 
fcall live to reftore to us thofe, whom death 
carries away. I hope Patty Cartwright, with 
her parents, will be made «rong in faith and" 
patience, if not in the body. Tell Mrs. Ford, 
I hope ihe is better in foul for her bodily weak- 
nefs. If Mrs. Brooke is yet with her, I hope to 
find them fitters in Chrift more than in Adam. 
I experience here, that kindred in the former is 
ftronger.and dearer, than in the latter. Tell 
Mr. Wafe, I hope he is a widower iri the Lord^ 
devotmg himfelf to the bringing up the Lord's 
family and his own : both of which require clofe 
attenaance. My love to your fellow-leaders, and 
by them, to the companies you meet in prayer ; 
alfo to Mr. Hattpn, arid the preachers who nelp 
in the round* My. love alfo waits on I. Tran- 
ter, T. Poole, and T. Banks, and all who meet 
in their houfes. Tell them, I hope to find 
them growing up into Chrift in. all things, par- 
ticularly, in mvmly zejsil,.and hun^e love. Sa* 

lute 
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lute all our dear friends, and neighbours for mc» 
farewell in the Lord, I ain yours in him, 

Nyon,July i8th, l^^g• 

Mr. Thomas York* 

My dear Sir, 

PROVIDENCE is ftill gra- 
^ cious to me, and raifes me 
friends on all fides. May God reward them 
all, and may you have a double reward for all 
your kindnefs, I hope I am getting a little 
ftrength. The Lord has bleffed to me a fpecies 
of bjack cherry, which I have eaten in large 
quantities. As a proof that I am better, I can 
inform you, that I have preached once in this 
country; but as I was going to venture again, 
I had a return of my fpitting blood, fo that 1 de- 
fifted. For a Fortnight paft, 1 have catechized 
the children of the town every day; and I do 
not find much inconvenience from that exercife. 
Some of them feem to be under fwect drawings 
of the Father, and a few of their mother's begin 
to come, and defire me with tears in their eyes, 
to (lay in this country. They urge much, my 
being born here, and 1 reply, that as I was bom 
a^ain in England, that is, of courfe, the country 
which, to me, is the dearer of the two. My 
friends have prevailed on me to publilh A Poem 
on the Praifes of God, which I wrote many years 
ago. The reviling it for the prefs is at once a 
Dufinefs and a pleafure, which 1 go through on 
horfeback. Help me, by your prayers, to aflt a 
hlefling on this little attempt ; . and may the God 

of 
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of all grace, who deferves fo much our praifes 
for the unfpeakable gift of his dear Son, give us 
fuch a i'pirit of thankful praife, that we may 
blefs and praife him, as David did formerly. 

Remember me in brotherly love to all your 
family, and to all friends about vou, efpecially, 
to thofe who fear God and love the gofpel. Let 
us grow in humble love, which becomes thofe, 
who believe themfelves redeemed by the blood 
of the Son of God, to be a peadiar people^ zealous 
of kind offices, and all manner of good works. 

I wifh I could procure you an eftate in this 
fine country, as I hope to do Mr. Perronet, one 
of the phylicians who (hewed me fo much love, 
when I lay fick at Paddington. His grandfather 
was a Swifs, who was naturalized in the reign of 
Queen Anne. By calling upon fome of his 
relations, I have found, that he is entitlecl to an 
eftate of fome thoufand pounds, of which he is 
coming to take pofTeffion. So Providence pre- 
pares for me a friend, a kind phyiician, and a 
fellow-traveller, to accompany me back to Eng- 
land ; where one of my chief pleafures will be 
to embrace you, if God fpare us to meet agam, 
and to affure you, how much I am, My dear 
Friend, your obliged fervant, I. F. 

Nyon, Dec. 25th, 1779. 

The Rev. Mr. Greaves. 

My dear Brother, 

GLORY be to God for his 
unfpeakable gift! May 
that Jefus, that eternal, all-creating, all-fupport- 
E ing» 
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ing, all-atoning, all-comforting Word, which 
was with God, and is God, and came in likenefs 
of finful flefh to dwell among men, and to be 
our Emmanuel, God with us: may he by a lively 
faith, be formed in our hearts, and, by a warm 
love, lie and grow in the manger of our empti- 
nefs, filling it always with the bread that comes 
down from heaven! .Though abfent in body, 
I am with you and the flock in fpirit. You are 
now at the Lord's table — ^01 niay all the dear 
fpids, you have juft now preached to, receive 
J^fus Chrifl in the pledge of his dying Ibve ; and. 
go home with this lively conviftion, ** God h^s 
" given me eternal life, and this life is In his Son. 
« He that hath the Son hath life: / have the 
** Son, / have life, even eternal life* The way^ 
•* the truth, the life, and happinefs, are mine; 
•* and nQw return unto thy reft, O my fouL 
** Liord, let thy fervant depart in peace; for mine 
tt eyes — ^the eyes of my faith havc/^^n, the hand 
** of ray faith hath handled^ the mouth of my 
" faith hath tafled thy falvation : a falvation pre* 
" fent, unfpeakable,, and eternal." 

Glory be to God in heaven! Peace on earth !^ 
Love and good-will every where; but efpedally,. 
in the fpot, 'where Providence^ has called' us to 
cry, Behold! what manner of love the Father has 
tepfed to ttJ, in Jefus^ that^ we children of wrath, 
Jhould be made children of God, by that only begot- 
ten Son of the Moft High, who was Dorn fot 
our regeneration, crucified for our atonement, 
r^fed for our juftification, and now triumphs in 
heaven for our fanftification, for our full re- 
demption, and for our eternal glorification. To 
him be glory for ever and ever; and may all, 

who 
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who fear and love him about you, fay for ever. 
Amen! Hallelujah! 

Out of the fulnefs of my heart I invite thefn 
to do fo ; but how Ihallow is my fulnefs to his ! 
What a drop to an ocean without bottom or 
fhore! Let us, then, receive continually from 
Him, who is the overflowing, and ever prcfcnt 
fource of pardoning, fahftifying, and exhilara- 
ting grace ; and from the foot of the Wrekin, 
wher€ you are, to the foot of the Alps where I 
am, let us echo back to each other, the joyful, 
thankful cry of the primitive Chriftians, (which 
was the text here this morning) Out of his fulnefs 
xve have dll received ^race for grace. 

I long to hear nofti you and the flock. How 
do you go on ? Anfwer this and my laft toge- 
ther; and let me know, that you cdR joyfuHy all 
your burdens on the Lord* Mr. Ireland fends 
.me word^ Mr. Romaine told him, you were not 
very well. Take'care of yourfelf. Lay nothing 
to heart. Should your weaft be wieaK, prckcn 
but once on Sunday:; for you know the evening 
fermon is not a part of pur Jtated duty. I fay 
this, that you may not oxht do^ and lie by, as I 
do. Gkxi dire6i, fuftain, and comfort you in all 
things! 

Our Lord Lieutenant, being ftirred up by 
fome of the clergy, and believing firmly that 
I am banifhed from England, has taken the alarm 
Aill more, and forbidden the miniflers to let me 
exhort in their houfes; threatening them with 
the power of the fenate, if they did. They all 
yielded, but are now aihamcd of it. A young 
clergyman, a true Timothy, has opened me his 
lioule, where I exhort twice a week; and the 
" E a * other 
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other clergymen, encouraged by his boldnefs, 
come to our meetings. 

Give my kind paftoral love to all my flock 
in general, and to all who fear God, and love 
Jefus, and the brethren, in particular. May all 
fee, and fee more abundantly, the falvation of 
God. May national diftrefs be fanftified unto 
them ; and may they all be loj^al fubjefts of the 
King of kings, and of his anointed, our King. 
May the approaching new year be to them a 
year of peace and gofpel grace. Remember me 
Kindly to all our neighbouis, whom I mention- 
ed by name in my preceding letters. I hope 
Molly takes good care of you. God blefs her! 
That you and the flock may farewell in Jefus is 
the hearty prayer of yours, I. F. 

Nyon, March 7th, fjSo* 

The Rev, Mr. Greaves. 

My dear Brother, 

T Long to hear from you. 
-^ I hope you are well, and 

grow in the love of Chrift, and of the fouls 
ought with his blood, and committed to your 
care. May you have the comfort of bringing 
them all into the paftures of the gofpel, and fee- 
ing them thrive under your paftoral care. I re- 
commend to your care the moft helplefs of the 
flock, — I mean the children and the JkL They 
moft want your help ; and they are the moft 
likely to benefit by it; for affliftion foftens the 
heart, and children are not yet quite hardened 
through the dcceitfulnefs of &!• 

• I beg 
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1 ieg you will not fcU, when you have op« 
fcortunity, to recommend to our flocks to honour 
the King, to ftudy to be quiet, and to hold up^ 
^ much as lies in us^ the nands of the govern- 
taent by which we are protefted. Remember 
me kindly to Mr. Gilpin^ and to ail our pa- 
riihioners. God give you peace by all means^ 
as> in his mercy, he does ta your afi'eftionate 
liiend and fellow-labourer^ U r* 

Nyon,. March yth^ 1780^ 

Mr. William Wafe* 

My dear Brother^ 

T Am forry the building ha» 
-*- cot&e to fo much more thaa 
I intended ; but, as the mifchief is done, it is ti 
matter to exercife patience^ refignation, and felf- 
denial ; and it will be a caution in future* I aia 
going to fell part of my little eftate here to dif- 
charge the debt. I haa laid by ^oL to print it 
fmall work^ which I wanted to diftribute here ;. 
but, as I muft be juft, before I prefume to offer 
ftat ihite to the God of truths I lay by the defign,. 
and ihall fend that fum to Mr. YorL Money is 
fb Icarce here, at this time, that I (hall fell at at 
very great lofs; but neceflity and juftice are two* 
great laws, which muft be obeyed. As I defign,, 
on my return to England, to pinch until I have 
got nd of this d«bt, 1 may go and live in one of 
the cottages belonging to the vicar, if we could 
kt the vicarage for a few poiinds ; and in that 
cafe, I dare fay, Mr. Greaves would be fa good 
M to take the other little houfe. 
My dear friead,, let us die to fin^ hold fafc 
E3 J.«fus„ 
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Jefus, the way, tlie truth, and the life, walk by 
faith in him, and not by the fight and paffiong 
of the old Adam. I hope the fun of affliftion, 
which burns poor England, and us, will ripen us 
all for glory. Give my bed love to all our 
friends in Chrift, and tell them, that the hope of 
feeing them does me good, and that I truft, they 
will not turn it into bitternefs; which would be 
the cafe, if I ftiould find them out of the narrow 
way, and out of the kingdom of righteoufnefs, 
peace, and joy in the Lord. Salute dear John 
York ; liold up his hands for me, and bid him 
ftand fad in the Lord; leaning upon the crofs of 
Him, who bruifed the ferpent's head, and over- 
came death, hell, and the grave, by pulling 
out Tm, the fting of death. Farewell in Jefus 
Chrift. I. F. 

Nyon, Sep. 15th, lySoi 

•The Rev. Mr. Greaves. 

My dear Fellow-labourer, 

T Had fixed the time of my 
^^ departure for this month; 
but now two hinderances ftand in my way. 
When I came to colleft the parts of my nianu- 
fcript, I found the moft confiderable part want- 
ijig ; and, after a thoufand fearches, I was ^ oblig- 
ed to write it over again. This accident obliged 
me to put off my journey; and ,npw the change 
of weather has brought back fome fymptoms of 
my diforder. I fpeak, or rather, whifper with 
difficulty ; but I hope the quantity of grapes I 
begin to eat will have a$ good aa effea upon ine, 

as 
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as inihe laft two autumns. Have patience then 
a little while* If things are not as you could 
wift/you can do, but as I have done for many 
years — learn patience by the things which you fuffevm 
Croffing our will, getting the better of our own 
inclinations, and growing in experience, are no 
mean advantages ; and they may all be yours. 
Mr. Ireland writes me word, that if I return to 
England now, the winter will undo all I have 
been doing for my health for many years. 
However, I have not quite laid by the defign of 
fpending the winter with you; but don't expert 
me till you fee me. I am, neverthelefs, firmly 

rurpofed, that if I do not fet out this autumn, 
fhall do fo next fpring, as early as I can. 
Till I had this relapfe, I was able, thank God, 
to exhort in a private room three times a week.: 
but the Lord Lieutenant will not allow me to 
get into a pulpit, though they permit the fchool- 
mafters, who are laymen, to put on a band and 
read the church prayers : fo high runs the pre- 
judice. The clergy, however, tell me, that if I 
will renounce my ordination, and get prefbyte- 
rian orders among them, they will allow me to 

S reach': and, on thefe terms, one of the mini* 
crs of this town oflFers me his curacy. A young 
Clergyman of Geneva, tutor to my nephew, ap- 
pears to me a truly converted man; kiid he is fo 
5»iea(ed when* I tell him, there are fconverted 
buls in. England, that he will go over with mcf 
to leam JEnglifli, and converfe with- the -firitilh 
Chriftians. He wrote laft fummer with fuch 
force to fome of the clergy, who were ftirring 
up the fire of perfecution, that he made them 
aihamed, and we have fince had peace from that 
quarter. There 
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, There is little genuine piety in theie paitl; 
neverthelefs, there is yet fome q{ the Jorm of it: 
fo far, as to go to the Lord's table regularly four 
times a year. There meet the adultei^etSt the 
drunkards, the fwearers, the infidels, and even 
the materialifts. They have no idea of the dou*- 
ble damnation that awaits hypocrites. They 
look upon partaking that facrament, as a cere«^ 
mony enjoined by the magiftrate. At Zurich, 
the firft town of this countr;^, they have lately 
beheaded a clergyman, who wanted to betray 
• his country to the Emperor, to whom it chiefly 
belonged. It is the town of the great reformer 
Zuinglius; yet there they poifoned the facra* 
mental wine a few years ago. Tell it not itk 
Gath! I mention this to fliew you there is oc* 
cafion and great need to bear a teftimony againft 
the faults of the clergy here ; and if I cantfot d& 
it from the pulpit, I muft try to do it from th« 
prefs. Their canons, which were compofed by 
230 pallors, at the time of the reformation, are 
fo fpiritual and apoftolick, that I defign to tranf- 
}ate them into Englifh, if I am feared. 

Farewell, my dear brother. Take care, ga^^ 
(oaflattt care or the flock committed to your 
charge ; efpecially, the Jck and the youn^. Salute 
all oux dear parilhioners. Let me ftill have a 
part in your prayers publick and private; and 
rejoice m the Loid, as, through grace, I am 
enabled to do in all my little tribulations. I am 
your affe£lioaate friend and fellow-lsJbourer, 

L F. 



Nyoi^ 
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Nyon, Sep* 15th, lySo, 

Mr. William Wafe. 

My dear Brother, 

■ YOU are alfo entitled to many 
* thanks; receive them from 
me, till I can return you fomething more fub- 
ftantbl. Give my love and thanks to the 
preachers, who come and help us. Enforce my 
little exhortation to the focieties in much love. 
Go and comfort from me Mrs. Palmer and Mrs. 
Cartwright ; and fmce God has placed you all in 
a widowed ftate, agree to take Jefus for a never 
dying friend and bridegroom. Your Maker is 
your hufband. He is all in all ; and what, then, 
have you loft? Chrift is yours and all things mth 
kirn. The refurreftion day will foon come. 
Prepare yourfelves for the marriage feaft of the 
Lamb and till then rejoice in the exfe&ation of 
that day. I fympathize with our fickly friends 
widow Matthews, M. Blummer, E. Whittaker, 
I. York, and S. Afton. Salute them kindly 
from me. Help them to trim their lamps, and 
wait for the Bridegroom. Bid them not be dif- 
cduraged. Thank Thomas and Nelly Fennel 
for their love to the . preachers, and give them 
mine, as well as John Owen &c. by whom, I 
fend it to the little companies they meet with, 
to call for ftrength, comfort, and help, in time 
of need. Fare ye all well in Jefus. I fay again, 
ferewell. I am yoiurs, !• F. 
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Nyon, Sep. i^th, ijSo. 

Mr. Thomas York. 

My dear Friend, 

Y^^ f^ *^y "^y '^^^^^ ^ 

. * Mr. Greaves, that I am in 
good hopes of feeing you, at the lateft> next 
^ing. I have been fo well, that my friends 
here thought of giving me a wife ; but wliat 
.{hould I do with a Swifs wife at Madeley? I 
want rather aii Englilh niirfc ; but more ftill a 
mighty Saviour, and, thanks be to God, -that 
I have. Help me to rejoice in that never dying, 
never moving Friend. 

Having heaid that* my dear friend Ireland has 
kdifchargc^ the greatefi part of my debt, I haie 
.not fent money ; but I hope to oring with xtxe 
jooU t^ make vp thai:, gi^ and reimbiirfe mf 
^friends m part, tul I can do it aIto|[€<ther. But 
I ihall never be able to pay you the -debt of 
.kmdnefs I have contracted with you« .2 look to 
JcfuB, my furetv, fc)r that: May he rc^y yoa 
a tiioufand fold f Remember me kindly to Mi^ 
York, Mrs. Harper, and all that yet remember 
ymx obliged friend and brother, !• F« 

Nyon^Sep. 15 th, 178a. 
To the Societies in and about Madeley; 

n RACE and Ipeaqe, truth and 
^ love be multiplied unto 
you all. Stand faft in the Lord mv dear bre- 
thren. Stand faft to Jcfus; ftand taft to one 
another ,* ftand faft to the vow we have fo often 

renewed 



renewed together upon our knees and at the 
Lord's table, Refolve to fave yourfelves altoge- 
ther. Don't be fo unloving^ fo cowardly, as to let 
one of your, little company fall into the hands 
of the world and the Devil : and agree to cru- 
cify the body of fin altogether, 

I am ftill in a ftrait between the work, which 
Providence cuts out for me here^ and the love 
wliich draws me to you. When 1 ihall have 
the pleasure of feeing you, let it not be embit- 
tered by the forrow of finding any of you half- 
heated and lukewarm. Let me find you all 
ftrong in the Lord, and increafed in humble 
love. Salute from me all that followed with us 
fifteen years ago. Care flili for your old bre- 
thren. Let there be no Cain among you, no 
Efau, no Lot's wife. Let the love of David and 
Jonathan, heightened by that of Martha, Mary, 
Lazarus and our Lord, Ihine in all your thoughts^ 
your tempers, your xmrds^ your looks and your 
a3ions. If you love one another, your little 
meetings will be a renewed feafl ; and the God 
of love, who is peculiarly prefent where two or 
three are gathered together, in the name of 
Jefiis, and in the fpirit of love, will abundantly 
blefs you. Bear me ftill upon your breafls in 
prayer, as I do you upon mine ; and rejoice with 
me, that the Lord, who made, redeemed, and 
comforts us, bears lis all upon his* I am yours in 
him« !• F. 
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Nyon, Feb. I4th> lySi^ 
Mr. John Owen. 

T Thank you, my dear Brother, 
-■• for your kind lines. I have 
defered anfwering them, till I could inform 
you of the time of my departure hence, which 
you will fee in my letter to Mr. Wafe. I hope 
you help both Mr. Greaves and the preachers, 
to ftir up the people in my parifh. Be much in 
prayer. Strengthen the things that remain and 
are ready to die. I hope you take counfel with 
Michael Onions, Mrs. Palmer, and Molly Cart- 
wright, about the moft effeftual means to re- 
cover the backfliders; and to keep together to 
Chrift and to each other thofe who ftill hold 
their ftiield. Salute them kindly from me, and 
tell them, that I hope they will give me a good 
account of their little companies, and of thtm- 
felves. 

If I were not a minifter, I would be afchoBU 
mafier^ to have the pleafiire of bringing up chil- 
dren in the fear of the Lord: that pleafure is 
yours; relilh it, and it will comfort and ftrength- 
en you in your work. The joy of the Lord, 
and of charity is our ftrength. Salute the chil- 
dren from me, and tell them, I long to fhew 
them the way to happinefs and heaven. Pray 
have you mattered the ftiffnefs and fhynefs of 
your temper? Charity gives a meeknefs^ an affabi* 
lity, a child-like fimpUcity J and opcnnefs, which nature 
has denied you, that grace might have all the 
honour of it. Let me find you fhining by thefe 
virtues, and you will revive me much. God 
blefs your labour about the fheep and the lambs, 
i I need 



1^5] 

I need not tcJl you to remember me to your 
friends, not excepting your brother in law, 
your fifter, and your niece Sally; to whofc 
friendship I recommend my |od-daughter Patty 
Cartwrignt. Go to James Hmkfman, give him 
my love, and afk his for me and his old bre- 
tfiren. Give the fame commifljon to T, Fennel 
and Nelly with refpeft to Samuel Stretton and 
his wife ; likewife to Serjeant Lees with refpeft 
to his brother Thomas; and to I. Tranter, 
T. Banks, and T. Pool with refpeft to their 
friends about them. Remember me to all 
friends. I am yours affeftionately, I. F. 

P. S. Read the following note to all that fear 
God, and love Jefus and each other, allembling 
in Madeley church. 

My dear Brethren, 

My heart leaps with joy at the 
thought of coming to fee you, and blefs the 
Lord with you. Let us not ftay to praife him 
till we fee each other. Let us fee him in his 
Son, in his word, in his works, and in all the 
members of Chrift. How flow will poft hbries 
go, in comparifon of love ! 

** Quick as feraphick flames we move. 
To reign with Chrift in endlefs day." 

Meet me, as I do you — in fpirit ; and we Ihall 
not ftav till April or May to blefs God toge- 
ther : Now will be the time of union and love. 
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Nyon, Feb, i^th, lySi. 

Mr. WiUiam WaFe. 

My dear Friend, 

T Thank you For your kind 
^ remembrance of me. I 
need not be urged to return: brotherly love 
draws me to Madeley, and circumftances drive 
me hence. With pleafure I fee the days length- 
en, and haften the happy hour, when I ftiall fee 
the little flock rejoicing in God, as, through 
merest I do. I am e]5ceeding glad that there ii 
a revival on your fide the water, and that you 
are oblieed to enlarge your room. 

I with I could contribute to ihake the dry- 
bones in my parifli ; but I have no confidence" 
in the flefh ; and what I ctjmld not do, when X 
was in my ftrength, I have little profpeft of do- 
ing now that my ftrength is broken. However, 
I don't defpair ; for the work is not m/n^, but the 
Lord's. If the few who love the gofpcl would 
be Ample and zealous, God would agahi hear 
their prayers for thofe, who are content to go 
on in the* broad way. I thank you for your 
view of the iron bridge. I hope tne word, and 
the faith that works by love, will ereft a more 
folid and durable bridge, to unite thofe who 
travel together towards Sion. 
• ^ My friend Ireland invites me to go and joia 
him in the South of France; and I long to fee^ 
whether I could not have more liberty to preach 
the word among the Papifts, than among the 
Proteftants. But it is fo little I can do, that I 
doubt much, whether it is worth wHile going fo 
fur ui>on fo little a chance. If I were ftronger, 

and 
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and had more time, the fear of being hang£d 
fhould not detain me. I truft to fet out next 
month, and to be in England in May : it wont 
be my fault, if it is not in April. 

I am here in the midft of the rumours of wan 
The burghers of Geneva, on the fide of the op- 
pofuion, have difarmed the garrifon, and taken 
poffeffion of one of the gates. I had, however, 
the luck to get in and bring away my nephew, 
who is a ftudent there. Some troops are prepa- 
ring to go and block them up. The Lord may 
at this time punilh the repeated backflidings of 
thofe Laodicean Chriftians, moft of whom have 
turned infidels. This event may a little retard 
my journey, as I muft pafs through Geneva. It 
tlfo puts off the printing my manufcript, f<>r 
there is nothing going on in th^t uqhapjy 
town but difputes, and fights, and mounting of 

giards. Remember me m much love to Mr, 
reaves, Mr. Gilpin, and the preachers who 
labour with us. Oh! my friend, give yourfelf 
wholly up to the Lord, and you will have that 
peace and joy, through Chrift and righteouf- 
nefs, which will be worth a little heaven to you* 
Adieu, Yours, L F. 



Mr. Michael Onions. 



Nyon, March, 178U 



T Thank you, my dear Brother, 
^ for your kind remembrance 
of me, and for your letters: I hope to bring my 
fuller thanks to you in perfon. Come, hold up 
your hands. Confirm the feeble knees. Set up 
an Ebenezer every hour of the day. In every 
F a thing 
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thing give thanks; and in order to this, pray 
without ceafing and rejoice evermore* My 
heart fympathizes with poor Molly Cartwright, 
Tell her from me, that her hufband lives in 
Him who is the refurreftion, and that I want 
her to live there^ with him. In Chrift there, is 
no death, but the viftory over death. O! let 
us live in him, to him, for him, who more than 
repairs all our lofTes. I long to rejoice with her 
in hopes of meeting our departed friends, where 
parting and trouble fhall be no more. 

My love to your wife: tell her fhe promifed 
me, to be Jefus's, as well as yours* I truft her 
mother ripens fafter for glory, than for the 
grave. I hope to find her quite mellowed by 
the humble love of the gofpcl. My love to 
John Owen, and all our other leaders, and by 
them, to' the few who do not tire by the way, 
"With regard to the others, take them in the 
arms of prayer and love, and carry them out of 
Egypt and Sodom, if they are loath to come, 
Del'pair of none. You know charity hopeth all 
things, and brings many things to pais. All 
tilings are pojfible to him tnat believeth, all things 
are eafy to him that loveth. God be with you, 
my dear brother, and make you faithful unto 
ideuth. It is my prayer for you, and all the 
fociety, and all my dear neighbours, my dear 

fariihioners, to whom I beg to be remembered, 
have no place to write their names ; but I pray 
they may be all written in the book of life. God 
is merciful, gracious, and faithful : I fet my feai 
to his loving kindnefsj Witnefs my heart and 
hand, I. F, 
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FAMILIAR LETTERS. 

Tern, Nov. 24th, 1756. 

The Rev* Mr. John Wefley. 

Rev. Sir, 

AS I look «pon you as 
-^ my fpiritual guide, 
and cannot doubt of your patience to hear, and 
your experience to infwer a queftion, propofed 
by one of your people, I freely lay my cafe 
before you. 

Since the firft time I began to feel the love 
of God fhed abroad in my foul, which was, I 
think, at feven years of age, I refoived to give 
myfelf up to him, and to the fervice of his 
Church, if ever I was fit for it ; but, the corrup- 
tion which is in the world, and that which was 
in my heart, foon weakened, if not erafed thofe 
firft charafters, which grace had written upon it. 
However,: I went through my ftudies, with a 
defign of going into orders; but afterwards, 
upon ferious refleftion, feeling I was unequal to 
fo great a burden, and difgufted by the neceflity 
I ihould be under to fubfcribe the doArine of 
Predeftination, I yielded to the defire of my 
friends, who would have me to go mto the 
army: but juft before I was ^uite engaged in a 
military employment, I met with fucn ilifap- 
pointments as occafioned mv coming to txiglmd^ 
Here I was called outwaraly three times to go 
Into ordexsf but upon praymg^ta God, thiit'lf 

thofe 



I 7*1 

thofe calls were not from him, they might come 
to nothing, fomething always blaftcd the defigns 
of my friends ; and in this, I have often admi* 
red the goodnefs of God, who prevented my 
-rufhing into that important employment, as the 
horfe into the battle, i never was more thank- 
ful for this favour, than fince I heard the gofbel 
in its purity. Before I had been afraid, but 
then / trembled to meddle with holy things ; and 
refolved t^ work out my falvation privatelyt 
without engaging in a way of life, which requi- 
red fo much more grace and gifts, than I was 
confcious I pofleffed; yet, from time to time, I 
felt warm and ftrong defires, to caft myfelf and 
my inability on the Lord, if I fhould be called 
any more, knowing that he could help me, and 
fiiew his flrength in xnv weaknefs: and thefc 
defires were increafed, ty feme little fuccefs, 
which attended my exhortations and letters to 
my friends. 

I think it neceflary to let you know. Sir, that 
my patron often denred me to take orders, and 
faid, he would foon help me to a livlnc;; to 
which! coldly anfwered, I was not fit, and that 
befides, I did not know how to get a title. The 
thing was in that ftate, when about fix weeks 
ago, a gentleman, I hardly knew, offered me a 
living, which, in all probability, will be vacant 
foon ; and a clergyman, I never fpoke to, gave 
me oFJ;iifi own^^cord, the title of curate to one 
of his livx^gsi Now, Sir, the queRion, which 
I bcg^ypu to decide is^ Whether, I muft and can 
saake uf^ of that title to get into orders? For» 
with refpeA to the living, were it vacant, I have 
OOixuaa to U» beaide^ Z think, I cfuld preach 
. '*■ " ^ ^ ■ with 
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with more fruit in my native country, and in 
my own tongue. 

I am in fulpcncc: on one' fide, my heart tells 
me, I muft try, and it tells me fo, whenever I 
feel any' degree of the love of God and man ; 
on the other, when I examine, whether I am fit 
for it, I fo plainly fee my want of gifts, and 
efpecially, of that Jml of all the labours of a mi- 
nifter, — /orv, continual, univerfalf flaming love, that 
my confidence difappears; I accufe myfclf of 
pride to dare to entertain the defire, of lupport- 
ing one day the. ark of God, and conclude, that 
an extraordinary punifhment will, fooner or 
later, overtake my raflinels. As I am in both 
of thefe frames fucceffively, I muft own, Sir, I 
do not fee which of theie two ways before me, 
I can take with fafety; and I ftiall gJadly be 
ruled by you; becaufe, I truft, God will direft 
you in giving me the advice, you think will beft 
conduce to bis glory, which is the only thing 1 
would have in view m this affair. I know how 
precious your time is, and defire no long an- 
xwer, — ferjifl, or forbear^ will fatisfy and mflu- 
ence. Rev, Sir, your unworthy fervant, I. F, 

London, May 26th, 175 7. 

The Rev. Mr. John Wefley. 

Rev. Sir, 

TF I did not write to 
^ you before Mrs. Wef- 
ley had afked me, it was not, that I wanted a 
remembrancer within, but rather an encourager 
without. There -is, generally, upon my heart 

fuch 
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fuch a fenfe of my miworthincfs, that I fomcr 
times dare hardly open my mouth before a,cbil4 
of God; and thmk it an unTpeakable honour to 
ftand before one, who has recovered fomething 
of the ima^c of God. or finceTc;ly feekp aXter it. 
Is it poflible, that fuch a finful worm as I (hould 
have the privitege to converfe with one, whofe 
foul is fprinkled with the blood of my Lord ! 
The thought amazes,— confounds me, and fiiU 
my e3res with tears of humble joy. Judge, then, 
at wbatdiftance I muft fee myfelf from* you, ilf • 
I am fo much below the leaft of your children ; 
and whether a remembrancer within fuffices to 
make me prefume to write to you, whofe ftiocB 
I am not worthy to bear. 

I rejoice that you find every where an increafc 
of praying fouls. I doubt not but the prayer of 
the righteous hath great power with God; yet 
I cannot believe, that it fhould hinder the nil* 
filling of Chrift's gracious promifes to his 
Church, He muft, and certainly will come, at 
the time appointed ; for he is not flack, as fcane 
men count flacknefs; and although, he would 
have all to come to repentance, yet, he has nol 
forgot to be true and juft. Only he will come 
with more mercy, and will increafe the light, 
that fliali be at evening-tide, according to his 
promifc in Zech. xiv. 7. I (hould rather think, 
that the vifions are not yet plainly difclofed; 
and that Me day, and year^ in which the Lord 
will begin to make bare his arm openly, arc 
ftill concealed from us, 

I muft fay of Mr. Walfti, as he faid once to 
mc concerning God, " I wifh I could attend 
him every where, as EUfha did Elijah." Bui 

lince 
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fititc the win of God calls me from hitn, I intift 
fubmity and drink the cup prepared for itie. I 
have not feen him; unlefs for a few moments, 
thl^e or four time& before divine fervice. We 
muft meet at the throne of grace, or meet but 
feMom, O when will the communion of faints 
t)C complete! Lord haften the time, and let me 
have a place among them, that love thee, and 
love one another in fincerity* 

I fet out in two days for the country^ O may 
I be faithful! Harmlefs like a dove, wife like 
a ferpent, and bold as a lion for the common 
caufe! O Lord do not forfake me! Stand by 
the weakeft of thy fervants, and enable thy chil- 
dren to bear with me, and wreftlc with thee in 
my behalf, O bear with me, dear Sir, and give 
me your blefling every day, and the Lord will 
return it to you fevenfold. I am, Rev. and 
dear Sir, your unworthy fervant, I. F. 



London, April i8th, 1758* 

Mrs* Glynne. 

Madam, 

S it is never too late to da 
what multiplicity of bufinefs, 
rather than forgetfulnefs, has forced us to defer, 
I am not aihamed, tho' after fome months, to 
Ufe the liberty you gave me, to enquire after 
the welfare of your foul ; and that fo much the 
more, as I am confcious I have not forgotten 
jrou at the throne of grace. O may my peti* 
tions have reached heaven, and forced from 
thencej at lead fome drops of thofe fpiritual 
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(howers of righteoufnefs, peace, and joy in the ' 
Holy Ghoft, which I implore for you, ** 

Though, I tinift, the unAion from above 
teaches you all things needful to fdmtionf and 
efpecially the neccffity of continuing inftant in 
prayer, and watching thereunto with all perfcr 
verance, }ret, I think it my duty to endeavour 
to add wings to your defires after holinefe, by 
enforcing them with mine. O were I but cloth- 
cd with all the righteoufnefs of Chrift, my pray- 
ers would avail much; and the lukewarmnefs 
of my brethren would not incrcafe my guilt, 
as being myfelf an inilance of that coldnefs of 
love, which puts me upon interceding for them* 
Though I fpeak of lukewarmnefs, I do not 
accufe you, Madam, of having given way to it; 
on the contrary, it is my duty, and the joy of 
my heart, to nope, that you ftir up more and 
more the gift of God, which is in you ; that the 
evidences of your intcreft in a bleeding Lord 
get clearer every day; that the love ofChrift 
conftrains you more and more to deny yourfelf, 
take up your crofs in all things, and follow him 
patiently, through bad and good report: — ^in a 
word, that continually leaving the things which are 
behind^ you Jlretch forward, through lunfhine or 
darknefs towards the prize of your high calling in 
Jeftts Chrijl — I mean a heart emptied ^ pride^ and 
flM with all thefulnefs of God. This is the bope^ 
which I delight to entertain of vou; and I de- 
fcribe it, not out of flattery. Madam, but with 
^n intent that, if you fall ihort in any thing, 
thefe lines may be an inflrument in the hand of 
God to ftir you up again, and make you look on 
ail things as dung ana drofs, in comparifon of the 

^V excellency 
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sxcellency of the inoixiledge of Jefus Chrijl, with 
whona we ought to be crucified to the world, and 
the world to us* 

I have often thought of you» Madam # in 
reading the letters of a Lady,$ who was a Chrif* 
tnn, and an eminent Chriftian> not to fay one 
of the brighteft lights, that God has raifcd fince 
the late revival of godlinefs. The reproach of 
Chrift was her crown of rejcicmg^ his crofs her 
cottiinual fupportf his followers her dearejl compam* 
onSf his example the pattern of her conuerjationm 
She lived a faints and died an angel. Each one 
of her letters may be a pattern for Chriftian cor- 
refpondentSy by the fimplicity, edification, and 
love they breathe in every line. O when fhall 
I write as flie did! When my heart fhall be full 
of God as hers Was. 

May the Lord enable you to walk in her fteps, 
and grant me to fee you fhining among the 
humble, loving Marys of this age, as fhe did but 
a few months ago. Her God is bur God: the 
fame Spirit, that animated her, is waiting at the 
door of our hearts, to cleanfe tliem and nil them 
with his confolations, if we will but exclude thtf 
world, and let him in. Why ftiould ^t then 
give way to defpondency, and refufe to <^hetifli 
that lively hope, which if any one has^ he xiAU purify 
himfelf even as God is pure? Take coutage then. 
Madam, and confider, that the hour of felf-deni- 
al and painful wreftling.with God will be (hort, 
and the time of viftorious recompence as long 
as eternity itfelf. May the Lord enable you 
and me, to weigh that confideration iti the ba- 
lance of his fanftuary, and to aft agreeably: 
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and may that gracious Bein^, who invited the 
young man to honour him m the days of his 
youth, grant you to fee him, whom he has given 
you, ponder thofe folemn truths betimes, and 
find by a happy experience, that none is happier 
than he, who takes early the Lord's yoke upon 
himfelf. 

I conclude, by commending you to the Lord, 
and to the Word of his grace, and recommend* 
ing myfelf to your prayers, I am. Madam, your 
obedient fervant for Chrift's fake, I» F* 



London, Dec* 12th, i758» 

The Rev* Mr. Charles WeQey. 

My dear Sir, 

IF my filence was ow- 
ing' to forgetfulnefs, 
I fliould blufh at not availing myfelf more fre- 
quently of your permiffion to write ; but the 
idea I entertain, that nothing but your great 
condefcenfion can make my correfpondence fup- 
portable, makes me fometimes aft in a manner 
quite contrary to the fentiments of my heart. 

Before I left Tern, the Lord gave me a me- 
dicine to prepare me to fuffcr what awaited me 

here. • *^ ** * * * * * * 

» »***♦*** 

This humiliation prepared me fo well, that I 

was not furprized to learn, that a perfon in Lon- 

. don had fpread abroad many falfe and fcandalous 

things of me, during my abfence; and that the 

minds of many were prejudiced againft me. In 

one 
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one fcnfe, I took a pleafure in thinking, that I 
was going to be rejefted by the children of God, 
and that my Saviour would become more dear, 
under the idea, that as in heaven, fo now on 
earth, I fhould have none but him. The firfl 
time I appeared in the chapel, many were fo 
offended, that it was with difficulty they could 
forbear interrupting me in my praver, to tell 
me, Pkyficlan heal ikyfelf. I was on the point of 
declining to officiate, fearing I Ihould only give 
frelh offence; indeed, I Ihould have done fo, 
had it not been for my friend Bernon^ who 
prcffed me to ftand firm, rcprefcnting the tri- 
umph my filence would give my enemies See. 
.His reafons appeared to me fo cogent, that, a» 
your brother did not rejeA my afliftance* I read 
prayers, and engaged to preach fometimes of t 
morning; which I have accordingly continued 
to do. 

The feme day I arrived in London, our poor 
friend Bernon took to his bed, as if the Lord 
had waited my prefence to give the blow. 
Three days after the fever increafed, and ap- 
peared to be dangerous. The next day, which 
.was Wedncfday, he fettled his temporal con- 
cerns. Friday evening he was free from fevei, 
and I had fome hopes of his life; but on Satur- 
day it ap(>eared, that the fever was the lighteft 
part of nis malady, and the phyfician faid, he 
would die of an inflammation in his bowek; 
which was the cafe on Monday, after an illnefs 
of eight days. I fat up with him three nights, 
and Taw him as often as I could by day; and, 
bleffed be God, I did not fee him for a momeiK 
without the Ji(// ^urance of fiitkm His foul wa$» 
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in general, divided between the cxercife of re- 
pentance, and of fiiith in the blood of the Lamb; 
however, from tinie to time, repentance gave 
place to rejoicing ; and when he appeared better, 
he exprefl'ed much fear of returning to life. 
' Neverthelefs, one day, when I was not with him, 
he had a confliel with the Enemy of his faith, 
which continued an hour or two, when he came 
off conqueror. The violence of the fever fomet- 
timeg threw him into a delirium, and that was 
the cafe fbme hours before his diflblution. The 
laft words he uttered, before the ftrfength of his 
difeafe deprived him of fpeech, were, " O what 
Jove! What love!*' I have in my heart a clear 
teftimony that he died the death of the jujl. Thus 
to recompence me for the: injury Satan* has done 
me by a falfe friend, the Lord, has taken to faiaii^ 
&lf a true one, whom ha will reflqre to me 
again in the lafl great day: Such a lofs is a 
real Rain. 

I iincerely rejoice in the health of Mrs. Wcl!- 
ley. Prefent my compliments to her — ^not thofc 
ol the children of this world, but thpfe of the 
Servants of ChriA ; and don't forget to' give you|: 
little Charles a kifs of peace and prayer for me* 
Adieu. I. F. 

London, March aadf 175^» 

The R^v* Mr. Charfes Wefley. 

My d^ar Sir, 

yOU left me without 

* permitting me to 

fay, farewell ; but that fhall not binder me from 

wuhing you a good jo\}^ney> a&d I flatter my« 

felf^ 
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felf» that you are in the habit of returning my 
prayers. I have even ihared the joy of Mrs* 
Wefley in feeing you again. Happier than the 
affliSed Jefu^, you leave your own, and they 
regret your abfence; you return to your own,^ 
^nd they receive you with joy. You cannot 
yet be rendered perfeft by pjferings i your father 
and mother have never forfaken you: but, no 
matter, you have no doubt your afflictions; and 
probably, the Lord puts you focretly in a. cruci- 
Die, that you may come forth as gold feven 
times tried in the fire. May his left hand be 
underneath you, and his ri^ht hand ever em* 
brace vou! May be lay his hand upon you» 
and fill you with his ftren^th.! He will not 
{u-get Mrs. Wefley: I have had fome aflurance^ 
that he will not, when I have been enabled U> 
lay at the feet of Jefus the delightful burdea 
you put upon me, by interefling me in her pre-* 
lent critical circumftances. If I were mor^ 
humble^ I would beg you to prefent her my 
lumible refpe&s ; and if I were firong in £iitb 
like Elizabeth^ I could fay, like her, with that 
fulne& of the Spirit which (hould go to her 
heart, Bleffed art .thou cawn^ vvomens and hlejfed is 
the fruit oj thy xtfombl But it becomes not me to 
prefume fo Far; I fh^ be happy if my good 
vifhes may be found Jincere before God» 

Since your departure:, I haw lived more than 
ever like a hermit. It feems to me, that I an» 
an unprofitable weight upon the eaith» I want 
to hide myfelf feom. all* I tremble when the 
Lord favours, me with a fight of myfelf; I tremor 
ble to think of preaching only to diihonour 
God« To morrow I preach at Weft Street wii^ 

G a ^ 



all the feelings of Jonah: O would to God 1 
mi^ht be attended with his fuccefs! If the Lord 
fhall, in any degree, fuftain my Mreakncfs, I Ihall 
oonfider m)^relf as indebted to your prayers; 
The Adverfary avails himfelf mightily pt the 
mthufiafm of Mifs A ■ ■ -i d to prevent the 
foccefs of my preaching in French; but I be- 
Jieve that my own unv^orthinefe does more fot 
the Devil, than ten Mifs A ^'s. How- 
ever, I have thought it my duty to endeavour 
to ftem the torrent of difcQiiragement,' praying 
the Lord to prpvide fpr this poor people a 
paftor after his own heart, whom the wandering 
ftieep may be willing to beVt and who may 
bring them to himfelfV ; 

A propofal has lately be^n made to me, to 
accompany Mr, Nathaniel Gilbert (o the Wefl^ 
Indies. I have weighed the matter, but on one 
hand ; I feel that I have neither fnfficicnt zeal, 
nor graccp nor tdentrp to expofe myfelf to the 
temptations and labours of :x miffion m the Weflt 
Indies; and on the other, I believe, that if Go4 
calls me thither, the time is not yet come^ 
I wiih to be certain, that I am converted my- 
felf, before I leave my converted brethren to 
convert heathens. Pray let me know what you 
think of thisf bufinefs; if you condemn me to 
put the fea between us* the command would be 
a hard Qne; but I might, poffibly, prevail on 
myfelf to give you that proof of the deference 
I {wy to your judicious advice. 

Give me fome account of, Mrs* Wefley, and 
of the god-father fhe defigns for yqur little 
Charles: and, that Ihe may not labour vnder ^ 
^Jeception, tell her how greatly I want wifdom, 

and 
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and add| that I have no more grace than wifdom* 
If after all (he will not rejcft fo unworthy a 
iponfor, remember that I have taken you for a 
father and advKer, and that the charge will in 
the end devolve upon you. Adieu. May the 
plenitude of Chrift fill jrou, and may fome 
drops of that precious oil run from you to 
me! I. F. 

P. S. I have taken pofleffion of my little 
hired chamber. There I have outwara peace, 
and I wait for that which is within. I was this 
piorning with Lady Huntingdon, who falutes 
you, and unites with me to fay, that we have 
need of you to make one in our threefold cord, 
and to beg you will haften your return, when 
Phrovidence permits. Our converfation was deep 
and full of the energy of feith on the part of 
the Countefs ; as to me, I fat like Saul at the feet 
of Gamaliel. 

London, April -«-^ 1759^ 

Rev. Mr, Charles Wefley. 

My dear Sir, 

Yl/ITH a heart bowed. 
▼ " down with grief, and 
eyea bathed with tears, occafioned by our late 
heavy loft, I mean the death of Mr. Walfli, I 
take my pen to pray you, to intercede for me. 
What! thzt Jin(;ere^ (carious, and zealous ffervant of 
God ! Was he laved only as byfrCf and was not 
his prayer heard till the twelfth hour was juft 
expiring? O where {hall 1 appear, I, who am 
an unprofitable feivant! Would to God, my 

eyes 
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eyes were fountains of water to.weej!> for my 
fins! Would to Gody I mieht pafs the reft of 
my days, in crying, Lara, luwe mercy upom 
me! All is vanity — ^grace, talents, laboufs, if 
we compare them with the mighty firide we have 
to take froip time into eternity! Lord, remem* 
ber me now that thou art in thy kingdom! 

I have preached and adminiftered the facra- 
ment at Weft Street f<Mnetimes in the holidays. 
May God water the poor feed I have fown, and 
give it fruitfulnefs, tho* it be only in one foul! 

I have lately feen fo much weaknefe in my 
heart, both as a minifter and a Chriftian, that I 
know not which is moft to be pitied the man, 
^e believer, or the preacher. Could I, at laft. 
be truly humbled, and continue jo always f I {houlct 
efteem myfelf happy in making this difcover)^* 
I preach merely to keep the chapel open, until 
God ihall fend a workman after his own hiorU 
Nos numeri fumus;* this is almoft all I can fay 
of myfelf. If I did not know myfelf a little 
better, than I did formerly, I fhould tell you, 
that I had ceafed altogether from placing any 
confidence in my repentances &c. fcc. but I fee 
my heart is fo full of deceit, that I cannot de- 
pend on my knowledge of myfelf. 

You are not well — ^Are you, then, going to 
leave us, like poor Walfti? Ah ftay, and per- 
mit me to go firft, that, when my foul (hall leave 
the body, you may commend it V> the mercy of 
my Saviour. 

The day Mr. Walfti died, the Lord pvc out 
brethren the fpirit of fupplication for him, and 
iDaay unutterable groans were offered up fos 

him 

^1 £fi up an txa^iy ^tt^ 
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him at Spittlefields, where I was. Who fhall 
render us the fame , kind offices? Is not our 
hour near? O, my God, when thou ^omeft^ 
prepare us, and we fliall be ready! YcJu'owc 
your children an elegy upon his death, and you 
cannot employ your poetick talents on a better 
fubieft. 

Give me fome account of yourfelf, of my god* 
daughter, and of Charles. Prefent my rcfpefls 
to Mrs. Wedey, whom the Lord will ftrcngtheu 
in body and foul, if my prayers afcend to his 
throne ; and believe me your poor brother and 
&rvant foliciting your prayers, I. F. 

London, June ift, I759« 

ybe Rev. Mr. Charles^Wefley. 

My deaf Brother, or rather. My dear Father, 

CUFFER me to complain that you 
^ forget us. I wiih my letter 
miiv mifs you, and that you may come in perfon 
ana anfver it before it reaches you. I know 
what detains you : I approve your prudence» 
but rejoice not at it. How is your health, that 
£if Mrs. Wefley, and your little family? Thfc 
Lord ^ves me nealth of body, and, from time to 
time, I feel ftrength in my loul. O when (hall 
the witnefi, who is dead, arife ! When Ihall thfe 
Spirit cnt^ into him, and fill him with wifdom, 
with power, and with love! Pray for me, and 
fupport my weaknefs, as much as you cant I 
am here umbra pro corpore.* I preach as your 
iubftitutc: come and fill worthily an office, of 

vhick 

*^ ibadow rather tbaa a fiibftaace. 
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which I am unworthy. My pupils return t^ 
Cambridge on Monday, and the whole family 
fets out for Shroplhire on the nth. Siiii\ I not 
fee you, before that time ? I have rejeAed the 
oflfer of Dr. Taylor, and have no other tempta-> 
tions than thofe of a bad heart. That is enough, 
you will fay; I grant it; but we muft fight bcr 
fore we conquer. Pray that*my courage may 
not fail. Come, and the Lord come wiUi you! 
I am &CC. I. F. • 



Tern, July 15th, X 759. 

The Rev. Mr. Charles Welley. 

My dear Sir, 

INSTEAD t)fapolpgH 
•*■ zing for my lilehce, 
I will tell you, that I have twenty times endea- 
voured to break it, but without effefi. I will 
fimpiy relate the caufe of my filence, referring 
you to the remembrance of your own tempta* 
tions, for. that jpatience you muft exexcife to a 
weak, tempted foul. 

This is the fourth fummer that I have beeii 
brought hither, in a peculiar manner, to be 
tempted of the Devil in a wildernefs; and I have 
improved fo little by my paft exercifes, that I 
have not defended myfelt better than in the firft 
year. Being arrived here, 1 began to fpend my 
time as 1 had determined, one part in prayer, 
and the other in meditation on the holy fcrip- 
tures. The Liord blefled my devotions, and I 
advanced from conquering to conquer, leading 
«very thought captive to me obedience of Jefus 

Cbrift^ 
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Chrift, when it plcafed God to fhcw mc fome of 
the folds of my heart. As I looked for nothing 
Icfs than fuch a difcovery, I was extremely fur- 
prized,, fo much fo, as to forget Chrift: You 
may judge already what was the confequence. 
A Ipiritual languor feized on all the powers of 
my foul; and I fuffered myfelf to be carried 
away quietly by a current, with the rapidity of 
which I was unacquainted. 

Neither doubt, nor defpair troubled me for a 
fkioment: my temptation took another courfe* 
It appeared to me, that God would be much 
more glorified by my damnation, than my fal- 
vation. It feemed altogether incompatible with 
the holinefs, the juftice, and the veracity of the 
Supreme Being, to admit fo ftubborn an offender 
Into his prefence, I could do nothing but be 
aftonifhed at the patience of God ; and I would 
willingly have fung thole verfes of Dcfbaraux, if 
I had had ftrength. 

Tonne, frappe, il eft temps, rend moi guerre 

pour guerre, 
J'adore en periffant la raifon qui t'aigrit. 

Do not imagine, however, that I was in a ftate 
of evangelical repentance ; no, — a man who re- 
pents defires to be faved, but I defired it not: 
I was even impatient to go to my own place ; 
and fecretly wilhed, that God would for a mo- 
ment give me the exercife of his iron fceptre, to 
break myfelf to pieces as a veffel to difhonour. 
A bitter and cruel zeal, againft myfelf, and all 
the finners who were with me, fiyed all my 
thoughts and all my delires. The Devil, who 
well knew how to improve the opportunity, 

blew 
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blew without ceafmg the fparks of fome comuH 
tions, which I thought extingui(hed» or at Intf 
point of being fo, till at laft the fire begim to 
appear without. This opened my eyes, and I 
felt it was time to implore fuccour. It h n&^ 
eight days fince I endeavoured to pray, but al- 
moft without fuccefs: yefterda^, however, as I 
fang one of your hymns, the Lord lifted up pay 
head, and commanded me to face my enemieii. 
By his grace, I am already conqueror, and I 
doubt not, that I fhall foon be more than con- 

S[ueror, Although I deferve it not,, neverthe-*^ 
efs, hold up my hands till all thefc Amalakitcft 
be put to flight. I am &c. I. F, 

London, Sep. r4th, 1759* 

Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

My clear Sir^ 

T Thank you for vour 
■*■ fpeedy anfwer, ancl no- 
thing, but the affurance of your fpeedy arrival, 
is wanting to make my happinefs complete. 
Your laft lines drew tears from my eyes: I, can- 
not wait till your death, to befeech you to give 
me that bencdiSion of which you fpeak. I con- 
jure you, in the name of Chrift, to give it me, 
when you read thefe lines, and to repeat it, as 
frequently as you think of a poor brbther, who 
needs the prayers of every one, and who cannot 
part with yours. 

I accept with, pleafnre, the obliging propofal 
you make me for the approaching winter; and I 
entreat you to confider it lefs as a propofal, than 

as 
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•as an en^qgement into which you have entered* 
and of which I have a right to folicit the fulfill- 
ment. Permit me only to add to it one conditiorip 
which is, to make our reading &c. tend, as much 
as poffible, to that poverty of fpirit, which I fo 
greatly need. 

A few days ara, the Lord gave me two or 
three lefTons on that fubjeft ; but alas! how have 
I forgotten them! I faw, I felt, that I was en- 
tirely void of wifdom and virtue. I was afliam- 
ed of myfelf, and I could fay with a degree of 
feeling, which I cannot deicribe, Nil ago, nil 
habeo, fum nil ; in pulvero ferpo.* I could then 
fay, what Gregory Lopez was enabled to fay at 
all times, " There is no man, of whom I nave 
not a better opinion, than of myfelf.*' I could 
have placed myfelf under the feet of the moft 
atrocious fmner, and have acknowledged him 
for a faint, in comparifon of myfelf. If ever 1 
am humble and patient, if ever I enjoy folid 
peace of mind, it muft be In this very fpirit; Ah ! 
why do I not aSually find thefe virtues? Be- 
caufe, I am filled with felf-fujiciencyf and am poC* 
feffed by that felf efteem, which blinds me, and 
hinders me from doing juftice to my own de- 
merits. O! pray that the Spirit of Jefus may 
remove thefe fcales from my eyes for ever^ and 
compel me to retire into my own nothingnefsm 

To what a monjlrous idea had you well nigh 
given birth! What! the labours of my miniftry 
under you deferve a falary ! I, who have done 
nothing but dilhonour'd God hitherto, and am 
not^ a condition to do any tjiing elfe for the 
future! If, then, I am permitted to iland iu 
H the 

*! do nothing have nothiag, am nothing ; I crawl in the duU, 
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the courts of the Lord's houfe, is it not for me 
to make an acknowledgement rather than to re- 
ceive one* If I ever receive any thing of the 
Methodift Church, it fhall be only as an indi- 

f^nt mendicant receives an alms, without which 
e would perifh. Such were fome of the 
thoughts, which pafled through my mind, with 
regard to the propofal you made to me in Lon- 
don ; and I doubt, whether my own vanity, or 
your goodnefs, will be able to efface the im- 
preflions they have left. 

I have great need of your advice, relative to 
the letters which I receive one after another 
from my relations, who unite in their invita- 
tions to me, to return to my own country : one 
fays, to fettle my affairs there, another, to preach 
there, a third, to affift him to die &c. They 
prefs me to declare, whether I renounce my fa- 
mily, and the demands I have upon it ; and my 
mother defires, that I will, at leaft, go and fee 
her; and commands me to do fo in the ftrongeft 
terms. What anfwer fliall I make? If (he 
thought, asyoit do, I fhould write to her, " Ubi 
Chriftiani, ibi patria;*" my mother, my brethren^ 
taiy fifters, are thofe who do the will of my 
Heavenly Father: but fhe is not in a ftate of 
mind to digeft fuch an anfwer : A mother, is a 
mother long. On the other hand, I have no 
inclination to yield to their defires, which ap- 
pear to me merely natural; for I ftiall lofe preci- 
ous time, and incur cxpence: My prefence is 
not abfolutely neceffary to my concerns ; and it is 
more probable that my relations will pervert me 
to vanity and intereft, than that I fhall convert 

them 

*Wlicrc there we ChiiillaM, Acre is my coantry. 



them to genuine Chriflianity. Laftly, I ftiall 
have no opportunity to cxercife my miniftry^ 
Our Swifs minifters, who preach only once a 
week, will not look upon me with a more fa- 
vourable eye than the minifters here ; and irre- 
gular preachhig is imprafticable, and would 
only caufe me, cither to be laid in prifon, or 
immediately baniihed from the country. 

How does your family do? Is the fmall-pox 
as far off as the French ? And does yoiH* wife 
difquiet herfelf, while all the nation refumes 
courage? Salute her from me, and tell her that 
her brother, the captain^ who is very welU trains 
his men as well as he can for her defence^ May 
the Almighty be your defence day and night I 
What he proteAs is well protefted. Permit me 
to thank you for the fentcnce from Kempis, 
with which you clofe your letter, by returnmg 
to you another — ^* You run no rilk m confider- 
** mg yourfelf as the wickedeft of men ; but 
** you are in danger^ if you prefer yourfelf ta 
♦* any one/* I am &c* L F. 

Tern, OSt 24th^ i759» 

Rev* Mn Charks Wefley. 

My dear Sir, 

pOR fome days paft, the 
-*- hope of hearing from 
you has been balanced by the fear that you wer^ 
not in a condition to write. This laft idea pre- 
vails fo much, that I talae my pen, to entreat 
you, to deliver me from the inquietude which 
I fiiffcr from your fiknce. If the gout prevent! 
Ha* yo^ 
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you from writing, employ the hand of a friend : 
if you are in fhe third heaven of contemplation 
and love, let brotherly love, for a moment, 
bring you down ; if you wander in the defert 
of temptation, let fympathy unite you to a mife- 
rable man, who feels himfelf undone. 

Since my laft, I have taken fome fteps towards 
the knowledge of myfelf. If you enquire, what 
I havj^ learned ? I anfwer, that I am naked of 
every thing, but pride and unhclkf* Yefterday 
I was feized with the defire of making rhymeSf 
and I verfified my thoughts on the prefent ftate 
of my foul in a hymn, the firft part of which I 
BOW fend you. If the poetry does not defervc 
reading, the language will recal to mind your 
French,, 

How does Mrs* Wefley and your little family 
do? The rumour here is, that the French arc 
^t Liverpool. I am glad they do not think of 
firiftoL Salute the trembling Half of yourfelf 
from me, and tell her, how much I rejoice that 
your quarters have been in fafety hitherto ; and 
that my hope is, they will continue fo to the 
end of the war. 

May the care you take of your health have 
the fuccefs I wilh; and while I wait the event, 
may He, who enabled St. Paul to fay. When I am 
weak, then am Ijlrang, fuftain you in all your in- 
firmities, and fill your inward man with his 
mighty power! At the moment I was going to 
feal mine, I received your d^ar letter. You 
will (ee by the hymn, in which I have attempt- 
ed to paint my heart, that I have at prefent far 
other things to do, than to think of going on to 
perfcdion, even laying the joundatkn of me fpi- 

ritual 
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ritual houfe.; much lefs, then, can I hc\p for- 
f^atd thofe who feek it. I am &c. I« I. 



Tern, Sep. 2901, 175 9* 

The Rev. Mr. Charles IVefley. 

My dear Sir, 

YOUR fflencc \jcg2xt 
* to make me miealy^ 
^nd your letter had well nigh made me dnwany 
pen over one I had written to afk the caufe of it» 
The Lord affiles you: that is enough to fiience 
every complaint, and I will not open my imouth, 
except it be to pray the Lord, to enable you 
and yours to bring forth thofe fruits of rigihte- 
oufnefs, which attend the triah of his children* 
Take care of yourfelf, for the fake of the Lord's 
little flock, and for me, -who, with ail •the impa- 
tience of brotherly love, reckon every day tiU 
I can have the f^leafure of embracing yoiu 

If I know any thing of true trotherly Jove^ 
(of which I often doubt) it agrees .perfeftly weU 
with the love of God, as the founds of the xlif-' 
ferent parts in mufick agree -with each othexw" 
Their union arifes from their jutl difference,; 
and they pleafe, fometimes, fo much the ^more^ 
as they appear the moft oppofed. The .cippofi- 
tion of fen timents between divine and brotherly 
love, together with the fiibotdination of ths 
ktter, forms that delightful combat in the &ul 
df a believer, that bemg dimded between txvo^ ^ 
.the apoftle,* whicli concludes with a Ikcrifice cff 
jrefignatioB^, of whidi the natural iman is nc* 
H 3 capahifi. 
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capable. Your expreffion, *' Spread tJie inqral 
fenfe all o'er," gives me an idea of that chaiity, 
which I feek^ The love of Gregory Lopez ap- 
pears to me too Jioical : I do not find in it that 
vehement dcfire, thofe tears of love, tliat ardoui* 
of feeing and poflefCng each other in the bow- 
els of JeVus Chrift, which i find fo frequently in 
tlie Epiftles of St, Paul. If thi« fenfibility be a 
failing, I do notv. wilh to be exempt from it* 
What think you ? . 

When I was readin-g Tclemachus with mfr 

tupils, I was ftruck with this exprefBon, ** He 
lufhed to have been bom with fo little feeling* 
Hot men, and to appear to them fo inhuni^n, * 
X eafily applied the firft part, and. the fon o£ 
Ulyffes gave me an example of Chxiftian repen- 
i^nce^ which I wifb ta follow^ till my heart is 
truly circumcifed. . Send me fome remedy, or 

tive me fome advice againft this hardnefs of: 
eart under which I groin* A prppos — con- 
cerning hardnefs of hearts' what you fay about 
reducing a mother to deQ>air, has made me r€- 
coUeft what I have often thowgbt, that the. par- 
ticular fault of the Swifs is to be without n^Uurd 
4^ffeLlion. With re fpe A to, that preference which 
ray mother fhews me above her other children,. 
I fee clearly, that I am indebted fox almoft all 
the afFeftion Ihe expreffes for me in her Utters, 
V> my abfence from her, which hinders her 
from feeing my faults. Neverthelefs, I reproach 
rnyfclf feverely, that I cannot intereft myfelf in. 
her weUare, as much as I did in that of my de- 
ceafed father; and I am aftoniflied at the differ- 
rncc, i believe the time is not yet come, when 
my prcfencc raaj be of fcrvice to her, and I 

flatter 
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flatter myfelf fhe will not be fliocled at my 
xefiifal, which I have foftened as much as I 
could* 

I fear you did not rightly undcrftand what I 
wrote about the propofal you made* me at Lon- 
don^ So far from making conditions, I feel 
myfelf unworthy of receiving them. Be it what 
it may, I thank God, that I trouble myfelf with 
no temporal things; Iny only fear is that of 
having too much, rather than too little of the 
things neceffary for life. I am weary of abun- 
dance : I could wifti to be poor with my Savi-f 
our ; and thofe, whom he hath chofen to be rich. 
in faith, appear to me objefts of envv in the 
midft of their wants. Happy fhould 1 be, if a 
fecret pride of heart did not difguife itfelf under 
thefe appearances of humility ! Happy Ihould I. 
be if that dangerous . ferpent did- not conceal 
liimfelf under thefe fweet flowers, and feed oa, 
their juicesJ' Iam&c« L F« 

Oftober'iH^iyjg^ 

Mrs. Ryoa arid Mifs Fude;^* 

My dear Sifters, 

T Have out off writing t<>. 

■■• you^ left the aftion qf . 
writing fhould divert my foul from the awfuji^ 
and delightful worflhip it is engaged^ in.. But 
i now conclude, I (hall. be. no lofer, if'I invite 
you to love Him my foul loveth, to -dread Hina. 
my foul dreadeth, to adore Him my foul adoi^ 
«tL Sink with 4Be:, or xather, )et iq^. fink witlii 
you^ before' the throne of grace; and while 

cJierubiflotf 
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•cTierubims veil their faces, and cry out in tender 
fear and exquifite tremblings Holy! holy! holy! 
kt us put our mouths in the duft, and echo 
back the folemn found, Holyi holy! holy! 
Let us plunge ourfelves mto that ocean of pu- 
rity. Let lis try to fathom the depths of divine 
mercy; and, convinced of the wnpoflibility of 
fuch an attempt, let us lofe ourfelves in them* 
Let us be compreliended by God, if we cannot 
comprehend him. Let us be fupremely^ haPpv in 
God. Let the intenfenefs of our happinels Dor- 
der on mifery, becaufe we can make him no 
return. Let our "head become watcr^ and our 
eyes fountains of tears, — tears of humible repent- 
ance, of folemn Joy^, of filent admiration, of ex- 
alted adoration, of raptured defires, of inflamed 
tranfports, of fpeechleis awe. My God, and my. 
all! — YourGcxl, and your alH — Our God, and 
our all ! Praife Tiim; and with our fouls blend- 
ed in one by divine love, let us with one mouth 
^glorify the Father of our Lord Jejus Chrtjt — our Fa» 
tther, who is over ally through all^ and in us all. 

I charge ^ou before the Lord Jefus Chrifl, 
who giveth life, and more abundant life ; I en- 
treat you, by all the a6Ungs of faith, the exer- 
tions of hope, the flames of love, you ever felt» 
4ink to greater depths of felf-abafmg repentance^ 
amd rife to greater heiglits of Chrift-exalting joy. 
And let him, who is able to do exceeding abun- 
dantly, more than you can a(k or think, carry 
on and fulfil in you the work of faith with 
power; with that power^ whereby he Tubdueth 
ail things to him felt Be fieadfafl in hote, im- 
moveable in patience and love, irlways aoound- 
ing iu :th€ iimtwaxdj and inward labour d Jove, 

and 
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Sind receive the end of your faiths the fclvation of your 
folds. I am &c. I« F* 

London, Nov* 15th, 1759. 

Hev* Mn Charles Wefley. 

My dear Sir, 

Y^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^ P^^ 
* into my hand till eight 

days after my arrival in London. I carried the 
enclofed agreeably to its addrefs, and palled 
three hours with a modem prodigy, — an humble 
md fious Countefs. I went with trembling, and 
in Obedience to your orders; but I foon per- 
ceived a little of what the difciples'felt, wbea 
Chrift faid to them, // is /, be not afraid. She 
propofed to me fomething of what you hinted 
to me in your garden; namely, to celebrate the 
communion fometimes at her houfe of a morn- 
ing, and to preach when occafion offered ; ia 
fuch a manner, however, as not to reftrain my 
liberty, nor to prevent my aflifting you, or 

5>reaching to the French Refugees ; and that, on- 
y till Providence fhould clearly point out the 
path in which I (hould go. Charity, politenefs, 
and reafon, accompanied her offer; and I con- 
fefs, in fpite of the refolution, which I had al- 
moft abfolutely formed, to fly the houfes of the 
great, without even the exception of the Count- 
€fs*s, I found myfelf fo greatly changed, that I 
fliould have accepted, on the fpot, a propofal, 
which I fhould have declined from any other 
mouth; but my engagement with you withheld 
fioe; and thanking the Countefs^ I told her; 

when 
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when I had reflefted on her obliging offer, 1 
would do myfclf the honour of waiting upon 
her again. 

Neverthelefs, two difficulties ftand in my way. 
Will it be confift^nt with that poverty of fpirit, 
which I feek ? Can I accept an office, for which 
1 have fuch fmali talents; and, fhall I notdifho- 
nour the caufe of God, by ftammcring out the 
myfteries of the golpel, iu a place^ where the 
moft approved minifters of the Lord have preach- 
ed with fo miich power, and fo much fuccefs? I 
fiafpe6l that my own vanity gives more weight to 
this fecond objeftion, than it deferves lo have : 
What think you? 

I give myfelf up to your judicious counfels; 
you take junnecdfary pains to affure me, that 
they are difinterefted; for I cannot doubt it, 
I feel myfelf unworthy of them; much more ftill 
of the appellation of Jriendp with which you ho- 
nour me. You are an indulgent father to me, and 
the name of fon fuits me better than that of 
brother. 

You afk, " Whether I can, with confidence, 
^ive you up to the mercy of God?'' Yes, I can; 
and I feel that for you, which I do not for my- 
fclf; I am fo affured of your falvation, that I afk 
no other place in heaven, than that I may have 
at your feet. I doubt even if paradife would be 
a paradife to me, uniefs it were fhared with you ; 
and the fingle idea which your queftion excited, 
that we might one day be feparated, pierced my 
heart, and bathed my eyes with tears. They 
were fweet tears, which feemed to water and 
confirm my hope, or rather the certainty I have, 
that He, who hath begun a good work in us, 

will 
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Will alfo finifii it; and unite me to you in Chrift, 
by the bonds of an evcrlafting love; and not 
only to you, but to your children and your wife^ 
whom I falute in (Jhrift. Adieu. I am &c» 

I. F. 

Dunftable, March ift, lygo^ 

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley* 

My dear Sir, 

T Have had a pleafant 
-*• journey as to my bo- 
dy, but an unhappy one for my foul. Every 
thing required that 1 fhould cry without ceafing. 
Lord be merciful to me a Jinner; but, alas I I have 
not done fo. The fine weather invites me to 
execute a defign I had half formed, of making a 
forced march to fpend next Sunday at Everton, 
Mr. Bevridge's parilh. There may the voice of 
the Lord be heard bv a poor child of Adam, 
who, like him, is ftill behind the trees of his 
ftupidity and impenitence! 

If I do not lole myfelf acrofs the fields before 
1 get there, and if the Lord is pleafed to grant 
me the fpirit of fupplication, I will pray for you 

and your dear fifter at P , until I can 

again pray with you. Don't forget me, I be- 
feech you, if the Lord brings me to your re- 
membrance. Caft your bread on the waters on 
my behalf, and, perhaps, you will find it again 
after many days. I would fain be with you on 
thofe folemn occafions, when a thoufand voices 
are raifed to Heaven to obtain thofe graces, 
which I have not: but God's will be done! 

Don't 
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Don't forget to prefent my refpcfts to the 
Countefs. If I.eontinue any time at Everton, 
I {ball take the liberty of giving her fome ac- 
count of the work of God in thofe parts; if 
not, Iwill give it her in perfon. Adieu. 
The Lord ftrengtlien you in foul and body. 
I am &c. I. F. 



The Hon, Mrs. 



My dear Friend, 

•yO a believer Jefus is alone 
•*• the defirable, the everlaft- 
ing diftinftion and honour of men. All other 
advantages, though now fo proudly extolled, fo 
vehemently coveted, are, like the dpwn on the 
thiftle, blown away in a moment, and never fe- 
cure to the pofl'elfor. Riches are incapable of 
fatisfying, friends are changeable and precarious^ 
the dear relations, who are the delight of our 
heart, are taken away at a ftroke; — pain and fick- 
nefs follow eafe and health in quick fucceflion ; 
but, amidft all the poffible changes of life, Chrift 
is a rod\ To fee him by faith, to lay hold, to 
rely upon him, to live upon him, this is the 
refuge from the ftorm, the Jhaaow from the 
heat. — May it be given to you abundantly! 
And in order to obtain it, nothing more or lefs 
is required of you, than a full and frequent con- 
feflion of your own abominable nature and heart, 
than kneeling as a true beggar at the door of 
mercy, declaring you came there expcfting no- 
tice and relief, only bccaufe God our Saviour 
came to redeem incarnate Devils, and, for the 
glory of his grace, to convert them into faints 

and 



ind fervants of the living God, into children of 
God and heirs of glory. 

I think you take a fure method to perplex 
yourfelf, if you want to fee your own faith, or 
look for one moment at yourfeif for proof of 
your faith ; others muft fee it in your workSf but 
you muft feel it in your heart. The glory of 
Jefus is now, by faith, realized to the mincl, in 
fome fuch manner as an infinitely grand and 
beautiful objeft, which appears in tne firmament 
of heaven: it arrefts and fixes the attention of 
the fpeftators on itfelf ; it captivates them, and, 
by the pleafure it imparts, they are led on to 
view it: fo when Jefus is our peace, ftrength, 
righteoufnefs, food, falvation, and our all, we 
are penetrated with a confcioufnefs of it. — ^We 
ihould never reft ftiort of this feeling, nor ever 
think we have it ftrong enough. This is to 
ieep the fcith ; and our chief conflift and moft 
.conftant labour muft be againft our own heart, 
the things of the world, and the fuggeftions of 
our great enemy, who are all intent to divert us 
from this One Ubjedl^ which Mary placed herfelf 
before; or to make us doubt whether in the 
life and death of Immanuel there was fuch un- 
fearchable riches and efficacy, fuch a complete 
falvation for all his people, or whether we are 
in that numfeer. For my own part, I am often 
tempted to fufpeft, whether I am not fpeaking 
great fwelling words of Chrift, and yet am no 
more than founding brafs or a tinkling cymbal ; 
and I find the only fuccefsful way of aniwering 
this doubt is immediately to addrefs to Jefus a 
prayer to this effe^l^— ** Whofoever cometh to 
** thee, thou wilt in no wile caft out; Lord, 

I *• have 
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•• hsrt not I came to thcc? Am not I, w a 
•* bnad plucked out of the £rc, depending 
** upon thee for life? See if there be any way 
^ of wickcdnefs in me, and lead me in the way 
•• everlafting.* 

My eye looks to the bleflfed Jefus, my heart 
longs to be more in his fervice, my love — O that 
it were greater toward hkn! I moom deeply 
for my cjrruptions, whkh are many and great* 
When I look at Him, and contemplate his great 
falvation, I admire, I adore, and, in fome mea* 
fure, I love; but when I look at myfelf, my 
heart rifcs at the fight: — ^Black and devilifh, 
felfivh and proud, carnal and co\Ttou$, and moft 
abominably unclean, I want all things which 
are good. But I have a'blefled, blefled Lord» 
Chrift Jel'us, in whom all fulnefs dwells for me, 
and for the dear friend to whom I am writing; 
a fulnefs of pardon, wifdom, holinefs, ftrength, 
peace, righteoufncfs and falvation — ^a fulnefs of 
love, mercy, goodnefs, truth. All this, and a 
thoufand times more than all this, without any 
worthinefs or merit, only for receiving. O blel- 
fed free grace of God! O bleffed be his name 
for Jefus Chrift! What a gift! and for whom? 
For you, my dear friend, if you are withaut 
firengthj if you are in your nature an enemy, all 
'this is for you. What fays the everlafting 
God ? Believe, that he gave his Son for fnners; 
and, as a fmner^ believe in Jefus. He came to 
fave the lofi; then, as a loft foul, believe in him. 
He came ♦*- ' •«•€ Xhtflthy; then, as afUhyfouU 
belicv nd why fhould we not thus 

bc^ lie? Impoflible! Can we 

have 
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have a better foundation to build on, than the 
promt fe and oath of God? 

My dear friend, I know you will not be angry 
at my preachment; I aim it all at my-owi^ 
heart ; 1 ftand more m need of it than you, and 
I always feel my heart refreflied when I am 
talking or thinking of Jefus. It is a feaft 
to my finful foul, when 1 am meditating on the 

f lories which compofe his blefled name. But 
) how dark and ignorant, how little, how ex- 
ceeding little, do I know of him! O, thou light 
of the world, enlighten m^^ foul! Teach me to 
Icnow more of thy infinite and unfearchable 
riches, thou great God-man, that I may love 
thee with an increafing love, and ferve thee with 
an increafing zeal, till thou bringeft me to 
glory ! I. F. 

Tern, Sep, ^6th, jj6o* 

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

VOU anfwer me not. My 

^ dear Sir: have you not 

received my laft, with a letter enclofed irom my 

Lady Huntingdon? But it is with an ill grace 

I complain, when I ought rather to thank you 

for the confolatory letter, which you wrote me 

in anfwer to my firft from Tern. It might 

have comforted me, if I would, or could be 

comforted without Jefus ; but I only a& ftrength 

to groan on, till I can fay, Totus mihi perplacct 

Chriftus.* Without the experience of this mot- 

tOj yours will never raife me above a Devil, 

I 2 who 

♦Cbiill ig altogctha lovelf • 
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who can fay as well as me, Totus difpliceo 

inihi." 

I fend you here the copy of a part of a letter, 

which I have juft written to Lady Huntingdon, 
The light I expelled from our friend at Brif- 
tol is come, though from a different quarter. 
A fortnight ago, the Minifler of this parifh, 
with whom 1 have* had no conneftion for 
thefe twj years, fent me word, (I know not 
why) that his pulpit fhould be at my fervice 
at any time, and feems now very friendly. 
Some days after, I ventured, without defign,^ 
vifit of civility to the Vicar of a neighbouring 
pariih, who fell out with me, three years ago, 
for preaching faith in his church: he received 
me with the greatcft kindriers, and faid often, 
he would hdve me take cai*e of fouls' fbm« 
where or other. Laft Sunday, the Vicar of 
Madeley, to whom I was formerly curate, com- 
ing to pay a vifit here, expreffed great regard 
for me, ieemed to be quite reconciled, an4 
allufed me, that he would do all that was in 
his power to ferve me ; of which he yefterday 
gave me a proof, by fending me 2k teftimQni^i 
unafked. He was no fboner gone, than new* 
was brought that the old Clergyman, I men^ 
tioned to your Ladyfliip, died fuddenly th^ 
day before ; and that fame day before I neard 
it, Mr. Hill, meeting at the races his nephew 
who is patron of Madeley, told him, that, if 
he would prefent me to Madeley, he would 
give the Vicar of that pnriih the living vacated 
by the old Clergyman's death. This wis im* 
mediately agreed to, as Mr. Hill himfelf rn- 

" formed 

*I am alogether liaicful to iii)(elf. 
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** formed me in the evening, wifting me joy. 
** This new promife, the manner in which 
-•* Mr. Hill forced me from London to be here 
•' at this time, and the kindnefe of the three 
** Minifters I mentioned^ whofe hearts feemed 
** to. be turned at this jun6lure, to fgn my 
^* teftimoniaJs for inftitution, are fo many ordtr» 
•* to be ilill, and wait till the door is quite open 
•* or {hut# I beg, therefore, your Ladyiiiip 
•* would prefcnt my refpefts and thanks to 
•• Lady Margaret and Mr. Ingham, and acquaint 
'** them with the neceffity, which thefe circum* 
*" ftances lay me under to follow the leadings of 
" Providence-" 

This anfwer is agreeable to the advice you 
have fo repeatedly given me, not to refiff Provi* 
(dence, but to follow its leadings. I am, how- 
ever, inwardly in fufpenfe; my heart revolts at 
the idea of being here aJone, oppofed by my 
fuperiors, hated by my neighbours, and delpiied 
by ail the world. Without piety, without ta-^ 
lents, without refolution, how ihall 1 repel the 
aflaults, and furmount the obflacles which I 
forefee, if I difcharge my duty at Madeley with 
fidelity? On the other hand, to rejedl this 

i>refentation, to burn this certificate, and to 
eave in the defert the iheep, whom the Lord 
has evidently brought me into the world to 
feed, appears to me nothing but obftinacy and 
refined lielf love* I will hold a middle courfe 
between th:fe extremes: I will be wholly ^^yr^e 
in the ftep*^ I muft take, and a6live in praying 
the Lord to deliver me from the evil one, and 
to condu6i me in the way he would have mc 
to go^ 

1 3 iT 
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If you fee any thing better, inform me of i^ 
l^ediiy; and, at the fj^ne time, remember mj 
In all your prayers, that if this matter be npt 
of the Lord, the enmity of the Bilhop of Litch- 
field, who muft counterfign my teftimonials, th^ 
threats of the Chaplain of the Bilhop of Here- 
ford, who was a witnefs to my preaching at 
Weft Street, the objeftions dr^wn from my 
tfot being naturalized, or iome other obftacl^^ 
may prevent the kind intientions of Mr. iiill* 
Adieu* I api &c« L f • 



R|adeley» March loth, if6u 

Hev. Mr. Charles Wefky. 

My dear Sir, 

T Ths^nk you for your elct 
gy on Dr. M-r — : — n« 
It is pathelick and truly chriftian. As I read it, 
I could not refrain my tears ;-:r-tears, fo much 
^he more fwect, as they originated in a fecret 
hope, that I (bould one day ftrip QfF the poK 
futed rags of my own rightedufnefs, and put on 
the Lord Jcfus Chrift, like the Chriftian herp 
<af your poem. 

I feel more and more, that I neither abiide in 
Chrift, nor Qhrift in me; neverthelefs, I do not 
j[b feel it, as to feek him without remiffion. Q 
mn-etched man that I am, whojhdl deliver me from 
this heart of unbelief? Blefled be God> who has 

Sro.nifed me this deliverance, through our Lord 
efus Chrift! 
My new convert has with great difficulty, 
efcaped the wiles of thf Devil i who, by fifty 

vifions. 
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vllions, liad fet her on the pinnacle of the tem- 
ple. Thanks be Xq God, Ihe has come down^ 
ivithout being qaft headlong* I have had more 
trouble with her vifions, than with her unbeJief, 
Two other perfons profefs, that they have re- 
ceived the confolations of divine Igrve ; I wait 
for their fruits^ 

A few days ago, I was violently tempted tQ 
qiiit Madeley : the fpirit of Jonah had fo Ieize4 
upon my heart, that I had the infolence to mur- 
mur againft the Lord ; but the ftorm is now 
happily calmed, at leaft for a feafon. Alas! 
what ftubbomnefs is there in the will of man ; 
and with what ftrength does it combat the wilK 
of God under the majk of piety ^ when it can uq 
Ipnger do fo with the uncovered, ftiamelefs face 
<>f vice! If a man bridleth not his tongue ^ all hif 
outward rdigion is vein. May we not add to-thi^ 
obfervation of St^ James, that if a man bridleth 
fiot his will, which is the language of his dcfires, 
h\% inward reU^ion is vain alfo? The Lord doe^ 
^ot, however, leave me altogether; and I have 
often a fecret hope, that he will one day tpuch 
fny heart and my lips with a live coal from the 
altar ; and that then his word fhall confvime the 
ftubble, and break to pieces the ftone. 

The queftion, which you mean to repeat at 
the end of the Winter, is, I hope, Whether yoij 
fhall be welcome at Madeley? My anfwer is'^ 

rou Ihall be welcome even oefore Winter; foe 
have already ioft almoft all my reputation, and 
the little that remains does not d^fervc a compe- 
tition with the pleafure I Ihall have in feeing 
you. FareweiU Yom*, I. fm 

Made* 
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Madeley, AfrU 27^1^ i^6u 

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley, 

My dear Sir, 

T Have juft received your 
■*• letter, which at onc^ 
fills me with pleafure, and covers me with (hame* 
You kindly caft a veil over my faults* inftead of 
«xpofing them as they deferve. This generous 
conduft will, if I am not incorrigible, help to 
cure me of, what you fly Ic, my imprudent JimpUii'* 
iy^ but what I call by its prqper title, of Jtupid 
ingratitude: But what do I lay?— nothing can 
cure rae^ but a lively faith in that Jefus, who is 
made to us, of the Father^ wifdom : O that he 
were my wifdom I 

When I firft came to Madeley, I was greatly 
mortified and difcouraged by tne fmallnefs of 
niy congregations; and I thought that if fomc 
of our friends at London had feen my little 
company, they would have triumphed in their 
own wifdom; but now, thank God, things arc 
altered in that re(pc6l, and laft Sunday, I had 
the pleafure of feeing fome in the church yard, 
who could not get into the churcTi. I began a 
few Sundays ago to preach in the afternoon after 
catechizing the children; but I do not preach 
my own lermons* Twice I read a fermon of 
Aichbilhop Ulher*s, and laft Sunday one of the 
homilies, taking the liberty to make fom« obfer- 
vations on fuch paffiges as confirmed what I 
advanced in the morning; and by this means I 
flopped the mouth of many adverfariea. 

I have frequently had a defire to exhort in 
Madeley Wood and CoalbrooJc Dale, two vil- 
lages 
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lages of my parifh; but I have not dared to run 
before I law an open door* It now, I think, be- 
gins to open ; two fmall focieties of about 20 per- 
Ibns have formed of themfelves in thofe places^ 
although the Devil feems determined to overturn 
all. A young perfon, the daughter of one of my 
rich parilhioners, has been thrown into defpair ; 
fo that every body thouglit her infanc, and in- 
deed, I thought fo too. Judge how our adverfa- 
ries rejoiced ; and for my part, I was tempted to 
forfake my miniftry, and take to my heels: I ne- 
ver fufFered fuch affliftion. Laft Saturday I hum- 
bled my felf before the Lord, on her account, by 
falling and prayer ; and, I hope, that the Lord 
has heard my prayer. She found, herfelf well 
enough to come to church yefterday. You will 
do well to engage your colliers at Kingfwood to 
pray for their poor brethren at Madeley. May 
thofe of Madeley, one day, equal them in faitn^ 
as they now do in that wickednefs, for which they 
were famous before you went among them. 

Mr. Hill has written me a very obliging let- 
ter, to engage mt to accompany the cldeft of my 
pupils to Switzerland; and if I had any other 
country than the place where I am, I Ihould, 
perhaps, have been tempted to go. At prefent, 
however, I have no temptation that way, and I 
have declined the offer, as politely as I could; 
i am &C. L F« 



Madeley^ 
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Madeley, Aug. 19th, I76i# 

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 
My dear Sir, 

T Have at length received 
•*• your letter, for which 
I thank you with all my heart. I fear you give 
yourfelf up to melancholy, on account of your 
ill ftate of health ; or, at leaft, that you do not 
rejoice with a joy fall of glory, at the remem- 
brance of that glory which Chrift has purchafed 
for you. I yet hope that we (iiall both fee the 
goodnefs of the Lord in the land of the living, 
and that his providence will bring our bodies 
nearer to each other, at the iame time that his 
grace unites our fpirits in Chrift Jefus. 

I dont know whether I mentioned to you at 
fcrmon preached at the Archdeacon's viiitation. 
It was almoft all levelled at the points which 
are called the doArincs of Methodifm, and as 
the preacher is Minifter of a parilh near mine, it 
is probable he had me in his eye. Aftqr the 
fermon, another Clergyman addrefled me with 
an air of triumph, and demanded what anfwer I 
could make. As feveral of my parilhioners were 
prefent, befides the churchwardens, I thought 
It my duty to take the matter up; and I have 
done fo, by writing a long letter to the preach- 
er, in^which I have touched the principal mif- 
takes of his difcourfe, with as much politenefs 
and freedom as I was able ; but I have as yet had 
no anfwer. I could have wilhed for your ad- 
vice before I fealed my letter; but as I could 
not have it, I have been very cautious, intrench- 
ing rr ad the ramparts of fcripture, as 

well 



well as tbofe of our homilies and articl«r. 
I know not what to fay to you of the ftate of 
my foul: I daily llruggle in the flough of 
defpond, and I endeavour every day to climb 
the hill difficulty. I need wifdom, mildnefs 
and courage; and no man has leis of them 
than !• O Jefus, my Saviour, draw me ftrongly 
to Him, who giveth wifdom to all who afk it, 
and upbraideth them not! As to the ftate of 
my pariih, the profpeft is yet difcouraging. 
New fcandals fucceed thofc that wear away; but 
offences mujl come: happy ihall I be, if the offence 
cometh not by me! My churchwardens fpeak 
of hindering grangers from coming to the 
church, and of repelling them from the Lord's 
table; but, on thefe points, I am determined to 
make head againft them. A club of 80 work* 
men in a neighbouring payifli, being offended 
at their miniiter, determined to come in pro- 
ceffion to my church, and requefted me to preach 
a fennon for them ; but I thought proper to de- 
cline it, and have thereby a little regained the 
food graces of the minifter, at leaft, for a time. 
arewcU. I« F. 



Madeley, Oft. 12th, 1761. 

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

My dear Sir, 

YOU have alwiys the 
•■• goodnefs to encourage 
me, and your encouragements are not unfeafon- 
able; for difcourageiiieiits follow one after ano- 
ther with very little intermiffion. Thofe which 

are 



arc of in inward nature arc fufficicntly known 
to you ; but fome others are peculiar to myfelf, 
efpecially, thofe I have had for eight days paft^ 
during Madeley wake. Seeing that I could nol^ 
fupprefs thefe Bacchanals, I did all in mv powet 
to moderate their madnefs; but my enoeavourt 
have had little or no efFeft: the impotent dyk^ 
I oppofed only made the torfent fwell ^ and 
-foam, without ftopping its coutfe. You cannot 
well imagine how much the animofity of my 
parifhioners is heightened, and with what bold- 
nefs it difcovcrs itfelf againft me, bfecaufe I 
preached againft drunkennefs, fliews, and buU-* 
baiting. The publicans and mdtmen will not for-* 

Jive me: they think, that to preach agaittft 
runkcnnefs, and to cut their purfe, is the fame 
thing. 

My church begins not to be ib well filled zi 
' it has been, and I account for it by the follow- 
ing reafons. The curiofity of fome of my hear- 
ers is fatisfied, and others are offended by th^ 
word ; the roads are worfe, and if it ftiall ever 
pleafe the Lord to pour his Spirit upon us, the 
time is not yet come; for inftead of faying, Let U9 
^ up to^^ether to the liOufe of the Lord, they ex- 
claim. Why Jhould we go and hear a Methodijl? 
1 ihould lofe all patience with my flock, if I 
had not more reafon to be fatisfied with them, 
than with myfelf. My own barfehriefs Jumifh- 
es me with excufes lor theirs; and I ^ait the 
time, when God (hall give feed to the fower, 
and increafe to the feed fown. In waiting that 
time, I learn the meaning of this prayer, 7 Ay 
will be done! Believe mc your fincere, tho' uu» 
worthy friend^ L F« 

Madeley^ 



r "3 1 

Madeley, May i6th, 1^620 

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

My dear Sir, 

T Have received your 
-*• letter giving me the 
melancholv information of your daughter Su- 
key's dcatn. What fliall I fay to you on the 
fubjeA? You know too well the dangers of 
that world, from which the Lord has recalled 
her, to repine at the premature felicity into 
which fhe has entered. We are yet in the vale 
of tears and miferies, but God has wiped away 
all tears from her eyes; let us then dry our eyes 
as well as we can, and haften to follow her. 
I hope that fatigue and grief will not wholly 
caft down Mrs. Wefley. Salute her from me, 
and tell her, I would with all my foul bear, a 
part of her burden. Why do I fay a fart? 
The Lord Jefus is ready to take upon him the 
xtfhole. Let us go to him, bowed down under the 
weight of our temporal and fpiritual aftiiftions, 
and we fliall find that reft, which he has pur- 
chafed for us at fo great a price. Let us not 
forget to mingle our thankfgivings with ovr 
lighs. The one Jhall be taien^ *faith the Lord, antl 
the other JhalLbe left. Bleffed be his holy name 
his mercy ftill triumphs over his juftice ! 

Since my laft, our troubles have increafed. 
A young man having put in force the aft for 
fuppreffing fwearing againft.a parifti officer, he 
ftirred up all the other half gentlemen, to re- 
move him from the parifh. Here I interpored, 
and to do fo with efFeft, I took the young man 
into my fervice. By God's grace, 1 have been 
K enabled 



ferhWed to c(»i:du(ft tnyfclf, in this matter, (6 as 
to give them no handle agakift me, andr in 
fpite of all their cabals, I have got the better. 

What has greatly encouraged them, is the 
beliSiviaur of a magiftrate, who was at the firft 
ihclined to favour me, but afterwards turned 
againft me with peculiar maletolence, and pro- 
ceeded fo far ad to threaten me, and all my 
ilock of the rock church* with imprifonment* 
Hitherto the Lo(rd has ftood by me, and my 
little difficuhiefs are nothing to me ; but I fear 
I fuppott them rather like a philofopher, than a 
Chriftian* We were to have been mobbed 
with a drum iaft Tuefdaj at tfee rock church; 
but their captain, a papift, behaved himfelf fo 
Very ill, that they were "aftiamed of him, and arfc 
^"ade peaceable for the ptefent. A(k of God to 

five tnfe ^ifdom, refolution, and love. The 
iQtd 8i^^e you a ptofpcrous je^trmey. Adieu. 
I am Sec, !• F. 



Madcky, July, 1 762. 
pTbeRev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

YOUR letter, my dear 
* Sir, anived fome days 
too late, to prevent my taking a falfe ftep re- 
ipefting the papift in queftiofi. Three weeks 
ago, I went tb Ludlow to the Sifliop's vifitatiori, 
and I thought the occafion favourable for my 

purpofe; 

*Thc Ttnk chuBch Vdre ft cttnpanf of well difpofed people^ 
who aflcmbled for hearing the \/ord and prayer, at a fqaall houiie 
^uilc upoa a rock, in Madeley Wood. 



purpofe ; but the churchwardens, when ^vc ivere 
upon the Ijjoti refpfed to fupport me, and the 
court has pjjid na regard to n^y prefentalioa. 
Thus I have gained fome expedience, tho' at my 
own coiL The lermon did not touch the firing 
with which 1 was whipped the laft vifitation, and 
I afterwards had the ooldneis tp go and <iinc 
with the Bilhop* 

JVIany of my pariftiioners are ftrangely dif- 
concerted at my bringing my gown back from 
Ludlow^ With re^JcS to the magiftrate I men- 
tioned , who, becaufe he aAed as judge of the 
circuit two year^ ago, believes himfelf as able a 
lawyer as judge FoSer ; he, for the prefent, con- 
tents himlelf with tlnfatenings. I met him the 
other day, and after he had called me Jefuit &c; 
and ^in^uaced ine with his cane« ^(Tured me a- 

f^n^ that 1^ would foon put down Qur aflem^ 
lies. How ridiculous is this impotent rage! 
1 have attempted to form ^ fociety, and 14 
fpite of paych oppofition and many difficultiesL 
1 hope by God's grace to fucceed. I preacli^ I 
exhort* I pray &c but >? yet X fecm ip have qaft 
the net on the wrong udQ pf the fhip* Ler4 
Jefus come thylclf, and furpifh m^ yi^ith, a divine 
commiffiop! For fcnne months paft, I have U- 
boured under an infuperable drowfinefs: I 
coyid ileep d^y s^nd night; md the hours which 
I ought to employ with Chrift on the mount^in^ 
I fpend like Peter in the gardem 

I congratulate you on ypur (kfe arrival in 
Jjondon* May the Lord ftrengthen you in foiU 
and body; may he fill you with wifdom and 
jpatieqccl Certainly, yoij need much of botht 
to pull HP tUe tares - wilthpyt jroptipg vp t^f 
K 2 ' ' ■ wheats 
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wheat. I approve your deCgn of examining the 
Rate of things for yourfelf, before you engage 
in the bufinefs. May the Lord blefs the pro- 
duSioiis of your body and thofe of your mind : 
May your little. family and your books appear 
in the world, under the mod diftinguifhed pro- 
tefltion of the Moll High! Adieu, Pray fof 
me* I am &c« I« F* 

Madeley, Aug. I'jSi. 

The Rev, Mr. Ciiarlcs Wefley. 

My dear Sir, 

T Have received your laft, 
**• and I rejoice that Dri 
Turner, by wbofe fltiU the Lord once brought 
toe up from the grave, has undertaken your 
cure. May he have the fame fuccefs with you, 
that he had with me; but, be that as it will, our 
comfort is to know, that God will do all for the 
beft. 

I have ftill trials of all Ibrts. Firft, fpiritua! 
ones. My heart is hard ; I have not that con- 
trition, that filial fear, that Iweet, humble melt- 
ing of heart before tlie Lord, which I cpnfider 
as effential to fpiritual Chriftianity. 

Secondly, the oppofition made to my miniftry 
increafes. A young Cle^-gyman, who lives in 
Madeley Wood, where he has great influence, 
has openly declared war againft me, by pafting 
on the church door a paper, m which he charges 
jne with rebellion, fchifm, and being a difturber 
of the publick peace. He puts himfelf at the 
hctd of the gentlemen of the parifh» (as they 

term 
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letm flttmfelvcO and Aipportcd by the Recorder 
of Wenlock, he is determined ta pyt in force 
the Conventicle A61 agaii^ m^» A few weeles 
ago, the widow who lives in flie tocIc church, 
and ft young in*p, who rc^ and prayed in my 
abfencct were tak^n up, I attended them be- 
fcMTc the jufticc, and >the young clergyman ^ith 
his troop wer« prefcat. They called mic.Jefuit 
&c, and the juftipe tried to frighten mcy by 
faywg» ^* that he would put the aft in .ii^ro^ 
tm)' we fbpuW aflemble only in my own hpu(^*** 
I pleaded my caufe as w^ll as I could* hut fee- 
ing he Wi^s determined to hear no r^aion, I told 
him, " he muft do as be pkafed, and (hat jf 
the Aft in gueftion concerned us, we were 
Tcady to fiiffer ali its rigours." Jn jhis r^ge, 
h& went the next day to Wenlockt and pro- 
4X)fed to grant a warrant to hjtve iine appre- 
ihendcd; but, as the other juftices were of opi- 
nion, that the bufinefe did not .come .under 
itbeir cognisance, but belonged tp tlie Sjpiritual 
£ourt, he was obliged to fwallgw hi^ Ipittle 9- 
Jon^^. Mr» Madan« whom I have confulted, t^lk 
HDoe* the A^ may be enforced again({ the mill 
/trcfeof thehoufe,4he young man, and 9II whp 
were prefent. The churchwardens talk of [put- 
ting me in the Spiritual Court, for ^meeting in 
houfe$ kc. But what is word of all, three felfe 
-witneffes offeT to prove upon oath, that I am 9, 
liar; and fome of my fdmuers (as they -are xallfi- 
4tA) have .diQionpuied their profeflSopt IQ ti)t 
^cat joy of our ^verfaries* 

In the 9iidft of^hefe difficulties, I have leafi^ 
:to blefs the Liord that my heart is not Irouhlejd:: 
iFoiget Jjae »)fcin jour prayers. Youi:, tp % 

iC 3 ^adelej^ 



Maddey, Sqi. fdi, rfii^ 



Mr. Vapghan. 

Dear Sir^ 



T Am very glad to hear yoiff 
•^ light is (Hii in the ways of 



de- 
the 
liordy and^ I tnift^ you will never ft<^' till you 
'£nd them all pleafantneis to you. Fight the 
^ood fight of nith ; break through all tempta- 
tions, deje6iions, wandering, worMly thoughts; 
through all unprofitable comptnionSy and the 
b^ckwminefs of an imbelicving heart, and car- 
nal mind : ftruggle, I fay, until you touch Jefus, 
and feel healing, coHrforting virtue, proceeding 
from him; and when you know clearly the 
way to him, repeat the touch, till you find he 
lives in you, by the powerful operation of his 
loving Spirit. Then you will fay, with St. 
Paul, I live tbe life of God, yet not I, but 
Chrift who liveth in me. 

I rejoice that you enquire, where Chrift ma- 

iketh his flock to reft at noon. The reft from 

tlie gui'lt, and power of tin, you will find only 

in inivard halinejs: and this i ap^ehend to confiH 

in, what St. Panl trails. The kingdom of God — 

ri^kteoufnefs, whicli excludes all guilt; feace^ 

which baniihes all fear that hath tormenrt ; and 

joy^ which can no more fubfift with doubts^ 

anxiety, and unftablenefs ef mind, than light 

•can fubfift with darknefs. That there is a jtai^^ 

■^lis kingdom is fet up, frmly fet up in 

\fo\x may lee from ' olir Lord's fetmoa 

^unt, by his prieftly prayer in St. 

t Epiftie^that Apdnle, and various 

E>iftkd tt St. V2mX and St. |aAic;s. 

' ^ • To 
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To aim aright at this liberty of the children of 
God, requires a continual a6ling.of faith— of a 
naied futh in a naked promife, fuch as;. The Son 
of God was manifejied to destroy the xvorks of the 
Deml-^The law of the Spirit of life^ in Chrijl Jefus. 
hath made me 4?rs£ from the law of Jin ana deatlk-^ 
I can do all things^ through Chrijl, who frengtheneth 
me. By a naked faith in a naked promile, I do 
not mean a bare ajfent, that God is faithful, and 
that fuch a proiiufe is in the Book of God maybe 
fulfilled in ine ; but a bold, hearty , (Heady venturing 
of my foul, bodjr, and fpirit, upon the truth of 
the promife, with an appropriating aft. It is 
mne, becaufe I am ajinner; and I am determined 
to believe, come what will. Here you muft 
fliut the eye of carnal reafon* and (lop the ear of 
the mind to the reafoniugs of the Serpent; 
wrhich, were you to reafon with him, would be 
endlefs, and would foon draw you out of the 
£mple way of that faith, by which we are both 
juftified and fiinftified. 

You muft alfo remember, that it is your pri- 
:(rilege to go to Chrift, by ftich a faith now, and 
.every fucceoding momenta and that you are to 
l>ring nothing, but a carelefs, <ii(lrafted, tofledf 
liaidened. heart— juft fuch a one, as j/ou have nooa^ 
tiere Jies the grand miftake of many poor mife* 
Table, but precious fouls : ithey are afeud to be» 
lieve, left it ihouJid he frefumption, becaufe tbejr 
have not as yet comfort, jov, love, he; not con-^ 
fideriag^ Xh^^t this is to Iook for £mit, before th< 
iree k planted, fieware, , then, of looking for 
«ny gm:^ previous to xy^ur lielieying; and let 
this be uppermoft in your mind. 

Xhe Ijord ms^ke you wik m ^ieifient, ami 
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liarmlefs as the loving dove.; but i)ev2re of the 
Agent's food, dujl, and the dove's bane, bird* 
Jime-wworidty*cflrtfj. O, my friend, what i$ the 
world ?— A flying ftadow. As we fly througb 
it, let 138 lofe ourfelves in the Eternal Suhftanccm 
Farewell in the Loid« Yoursi I. F. 

Madeley, Sep. 20t}|.t i:j6u 

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 
My dear Sir, 

IT 18 well fior me, I have 

-^ not an implicit faith ia 
5rour half promifes of coming to {ee me. I am 
forry that my delay has furnifhed you with aa 
apology ; but comfort myfelf ftili wiith the idea^ 
that you will not wholly deprive me of Ihe plea*' 
fure of embracing you.; and that your vifit is 
only poftponed for a little feafon. 

*« The Crede quod habes et habe^*^ k not 
very different from thofe words of Chrift, What 
things foever ye defife^ when ye fray^ beUeve that ye 
recetue them, mi ye fltatl hoot them4 The hum^ 
ble reafon of the believer, and the isration* 
b1 prefiHnption of the enthufiaft, draw thi9 doc^ 
trine to the right hand or the left. But t# 
fptit the hair, — here lies the difiiculty. I have 
told yott that I an no forty man : I ^m neither 
tor nor i^inft the witnete for Cbriftian Per* 
feAion, mthout exmnmatm^ i complain of tbofc 
%ho deceive ^diemfelves; I honour tfao(e wh^ 
io honour to their profieffion ; <«nd I wKh we 
COuM find out the right way of lecoQciUng 
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the moft profound humility with the moft lively 
hopes of grace* I think you infift on the one, 

ind M on the other; and I believe you 

both fincere in your views. God blefs you 
both, and, if either of you goes too far, may the 
Lord bring him back. 

Truly, you are a pleafant cafuift. What! 
^ It hath pieafcd thee to regenerate this infant. 
•* with thy Holy Spirit, to receive him for thine 
** own cnild by adoption, and to incorporate 
** him into thy holy church" — ^Does all this 
iignify nothing more, than being taken into the 
vtfible church? 

How came you to think of my goine to leave 
Madeley? I have, indeed, bad my icruples a-, 
bout the above pafFage and fome in the burial' 
fervice; but you may diimifs your fears, and be', 
aflured I will neither marry, nor leave my] 
church, without advifing with you. Adieu, 
Your affeAionate brother, I. F. 

Madeley, Kov* ift, ij62» 

To Mils Hatton. 

Madam, 

T Thank you for the confidence 

•*" you repfcfe in the advice of a 

poor fellow finner: May the Father of lights 

direft you through fo vile an inftrument! if 

?ou build all your hopes of heaven upon Jefus 
Ihrift in all his offices^ you do not build without a 
foundation, but \x^n the true one^ 

That there is a/etrf of pardon, and an eamefi 
of our inheritance above, which you are as yet a 

- . . . ..^Iranger 



1 1» I 

ftranger to, fecms clear from the tenour of your 
letter ; but had I beeri in the ptaee of the Ged^ 
dcman you mtntiori, I would have «n4eavo»ied 
to lay it before you, as (ke fruit of fikk^ and 4 
moft glorioixs pivikge, rather than as fhe root of 
faithy and a thing ei^Jalutefy neceffkry to the being 
of it. 

I believe^ many people know, v^en they re- 
ceive faith^ and cat people, whep they receivrf 
the feal of their pamon: when they believe tit 
Chriftf they ai:c juftrfied m the fight of God ; and 
when they ctrefealed h the Spirit, they are fully 
affured of that juftification in Aeir own con-, 
fcience* Some receive faith, and the feal of 
their pardon in the fame inftant, as the jaileri 
Re; but moft receive faith firft, as the dying 
thief, the woman of Canaan, Davld^ the p^opl« 
of Samaria,* and the faithful at Epbelite»f 
Suppofe then God gave you faith, i. e* a hear- 
ty truft in the blood of Chrift, and a fincer^ 
ciofing with him, as your rigkteovfiiefi and youc 
allf while you received the facrament, (which 
ieops .to pae veyy probable, by the account 
you give me) your way is exceeding plaia 
. before you. Hold faft your confidefice, but do 
not trujly nor rejl in it; truft in Chrift, and re- 
wember he fays, / am the way; not for you to 
Stofp but to run on ixv him* Rejoice to hear, 
that there .is a full alTurance of faith to be ob* 
tained bv the feal of God's Spirit, and go on 
from faitn to faith, until you are polTefled of it* 
But remember this, and let this double advice 

frevent your ftraydng to the right or left--* 
'irft, that you will Bave rcafon to fufpe6l the 

ftucfritjf 

fAaivui.^iJ.— 16. tEph. i. 13. 



fncmtj of ycmr ^eal, if you He down caly wltli^ 
out fht feci of your paidon, and the jkll agkraace 
iof your feith* Secondly, while you wait for 
that feal in all the means of grace, beware %A 
being -unthankful for the leaft decree of faith 
^nd confidence in Jeftis ; beware of burying one 
talent, becaufe you have not five; bewaxe- of 
defpifmg the grain of muftard feed, becaufe it is 
not yet a tree. 

May the Lord teach you the middle path, be- 
tween refting fliort of the happinefs of mating 
your calling and Aed6m fitre, and fup^xyfing j^ou arc 
neither called nor chofen, and that God hath 
not yet truly begun the good work. You can 
never be too bold in believing, provided you 
afpire ftill after new degrees of &itb, and do. not 
ufe your faith as a cloak far Jin. The Lord de- 
fpifes not the day of fmall things; only beware 
trf reftiriff ia fsnail things, and look for the feal 
«nd abi(fing witnefs of God's Spirit, according 
to the following dire6lion, 

** Reftlefs, refigned, for this I wait. 
For this my vehement foul ftands ftilL** 

As to dtep fights of the «yil of fin, 4:he more 
you go on, the more you will fee Chxift exceed- 
ing lovely-, and fin exceeding finfuU* therefore 
look up to Jefus, as a vile and helplefs finner, 
pleading fais promifes: this is gomg on, and 
truft him for the reft* . . 

Witfh re%ieft ito myfeif, in many conflifts ap4 
troubles of foul, I iiave confulted mai^ mafters 
of the fpiritual life;, but (divine mercy did not, 
does not, fufFer iRw to r-eft ^pcHl• the word of a 



fellow creature. The beft advices have often 
increafedmy perplexities; and the end was, to 
make me ceafe from human dependance, and 
wait upon God from the duft of felf defpair. 
To him, therefore, I defire to point you and 
myfeif, in the perfon of Jefus Chrift. This in- 
carnate God receives weary, perplexed finners 
ftill, and gives them folid reft. He teaches, as 
no man ever taught; his words have Spirit and 
life; nor can he poffibly miftake our cafe* 
I am, Madam, your fellow fervant in the pa,ti- 
ence and kingdom of Jefus, I. F. 



Madeley, Nov. 22d, 1^62. 

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

My dear Sir, 



T' 



''HE debates about the 
illegality of exhort«r 
.ing in houfes (although only in my own parUh) 
grew fome time ago to fuch a height, that I was 
obliged to lay my reafons before the Bifliop; 
but his Lordlhip very prudently fends me no 
anfwer. I think he knows not how to difap- 
prove, and yet dares not approve this me- 
Ihodiftical way of procedure. 

Brother Ley arrived fafe here yefterday, and 
confirms the melancholy news of many of our 
brethren overflio6ting fober and fteady Chriftir 
anity in London. I feel a great deal for you 
ind the Church in thefe critical circumftances. 
O that I could ftand in the gap! O that I 
could, by facrificing myfeif, (hut this immenfe 
ibyfs of enthufiaftu, #hich qpeiis its mouth a* 
mongus! The 
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The corruption of the beft things is always 
the word of corruptions. Going into an ex.- 
treme of this nature, or only winking at it, will 
give an eternal fanftion to the vile afperfions 
caft, on all fides, on the pureft doftrines of 
Chriftianity: and we Ihall fadly overthrow — 
overthrow, in the xwrjl manner, what we have en- 
deavoured to build for many years. 

The nearer the parts that mortify are to the 
heart, the more fpeedily is an amputation to be 
refolved upon. You will fay, perhaps, ** But 
what if the heart itfelf is attacked?'' Then, let 
the heart be plucked out as well as the right eye. 
Was not Abraham's heart bound up in the life 
of Ifaac ? Yet he believed, that if he offered 
him up, God was able to reftore him, even from 
the dead : and was not God better to him than 
his hopes? 

I have a particular regard for M and 

B ; both of them are my correfpondents : 

I am ftrongly prejudiced in favour of the wit- 
neifes, and do not willingly receive what is faid 
againft them ; but allowing that what is reported 
is one half mere exaggeration, the tenth part of 
the reft (hews that Ipiritual pride, prefumption, 
arrogance, ftubbornnefs, party fpirit, uncharita- 
blenels, prophetick miftakcs — in Ihort, that every 
finew of enthufiafm is now at work in many di 
that body. I do not credit any one's bare 
word, but I ground my fentiments on B— 's own 
letters. 

JVlay I prefume unafked to lay before you my 

mite of obfervation. If I had it in my power to 

overlook the matter, as you have, would it be 

wrong in me calmly to fit down with fome un- 

L prejudiced 
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prejudiced friends, and lovers of both parties, 
and fix with them the marks and fymptoms of 
enthufiafm; then iniift, at firft, in love, and 
afterwards, if neceflary, with all the weight of 
my authority, upon thofe who have them^ or flead 
for thenif either to (land to the fober rule of 
Chriftianity, or openly to depart from us ? 

Fear not, dear Sir ; the Lord will .take care 
of the ark; and though hundreds of Uzziahs 
Ihould fall off, moft of them would return with 
Noah's dove. Have faith in the word, and 
leave the reft to Providence. The Lord will pro- 
vide, is a comfortable motto for a believer. I 
am, with moft hearty prayers that God would 
fill you more than ever, with wifdom, fteadi- 
nefs, meeknefs, and fortitude. Rev* and dear 
Sir&c. I, F. 



Madeley, Jan. 5th, 1763. 

The Rev, Mr. Charles Wefley. 

My dear Sir, 



T Congratulate you on 
-■■ the ftrength the Lord 



gave you laft year, and I befeech him to fupply 
the lamp of your days with new oil, during the 
courfe of that upon which we are now entering. 
Above all, may he fill the veffel of your heart 
with the oil of gladnefs, and prepare you for all 
events which time may bring forth. May he 
enable you to carry the light of his glorious 
gofpel into the hearts of thoufands by your 
writings and fermons, and wifdom and grace 
into mine by your letters and converfation. 

My 
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My foul does not experience a new life in 
this renovation of the year: O may the Al- 
mighty enable me to conclude it in a better 
fpirit than I have begun it! What I want is 
the light and mighty tower of the Spirit of my 
'God. Happy fhould I be, if, in the midft of all. 
my preffing wants, I had the power and the mil 
conjlantly to caft my burdens at the feet of the 
Lord. As to my parifh, we are iuft where we 
were: we look for our Pentecoft, but we do not 
pray fufficientlv to obtain it. We are left in 
tolerable quiet oy all but the Sergeant, who fent 
a conftable to make enquiry concerning the life 
of his Majefty's fubjefts, upon information that 
the crjj" of murder had been heard in my houfc 
on chriftmas day. This report originated in the 
cries of a young woman, who is of our fociety, 
and whom Satan has bound for fome months. 

It feems to me, as if that old murderer propo- 
fed to ruin the fuccefs of my miniftry at Made- 
ley, as he did at London, in the French church, 

by means of Mifs A d. She emaciates 

her body by faftings, falls into convulfions, . 
fometimes in the church and fometimes in our 
private aflemblies, and is perpetually tempted to 
fuicide: Her conftitution is confiderably weak- 
ened as well as her underftanding. What to do 
in this cafe, I dont know ; for thofe, who are 
tempted in this manner, pay as little regard 
to resfon, as the miferable people in Bedlam. 
Prayer and fafting are our only refources: we 
propofe to reprefent her cafe to the Lord on 
Tuefday next, and on all the following Tuel- 
days; aid the weaknefs of our prayers, with all 
the power of yours* Adieu. That the Lord 
L 2 .sns^y 
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may ftrengthen you and yours in body and foul 
is the earneft prayer of your I. F. 

Madeley, Jan# 28th, 1763* 

Mifs Hatton. 

Dear Madam, 

T Share in the joy, which your 
^ deliverance from your late trials 
gives to thofe who Ihared in your perplexity, 
fteavinefs may endure for a nignt, but gladnefs 
Cometh in the morning; and when it comes 
after a long, uneafy night, it is doubly welcome, 
and deferves a double tribute of praifes. O be 
be not wanting in that fweet duty! — I mean 
praifing, from a fenfe of the divine goodnels, 
love, and patience towards us. Remember that 
you are brought from darknefs to light, to fbew 
forth the praifes of Him, who calleth you; 
and that your feet are fet at liberty for you to 
run, with patience, the race of prayer and praife, 
felf-denial and obedience, which the Lord hath 
fet before you. 

Would you go on comfortably and fteadily 
for the time to come, beg of the Lord, to 
give you grace to follow the following advice, 
(i.) Live above earthly and creature comforts. 
(2.) Beware of flatnefs and lukewarmnefs: this, 
if not carried immediately to the Lord, ends 
often in darknefs and deadnefs. — {y) Value cfi- 
vine comforts above all things, and prize CIniji above 
all comforts^ that if they fliould fail, you may ftill 
glory in the God or your Llvation. {4.) Let 
that, which torments others, make your happi« 

nefs-^ 
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^nefs — ^I mean fclf denial; and renouncing your 
'own wilL (5.) Be ready to yield, mth joy\ to 
every conviftion of the Spirit of God. (6.) Be 
faithful to prefent grace, and afpire after a conti- 
nual growth. (7.) Live the frefent moment to 
God, and avoid perplexing yourfelf about your 
fall or future experience: By giving up your- 
felf to Chrift, as you are^ and being willing to re- 
ceive him noWf as he is, leaving all the reft to 
him, you will cut up a thoufand temptations by 
the roots. I am^ he. I. F» 



Madeley, March 14th, l^6^^. 

Mife Hatton. 

Dear Madam, 

T Am very glad you perfift in ta- 
•*• king up your crofs, and follow- 
ing the Captain of our ialvation. You muft ex* 
peA many a difficulty: fome of your greateft 
trials may come from your deareft friends with- 
out, and your neareft part within. I always 
found it profitable to expeft the worft, for si 
temptation forefcen is half overcome. Let us 
count the cuft daily, and learn to value all out- 
ward things as dung and drofs» that we may win 
Chrift. 

My heart is at prefent full of an advice, which 
I have juft given, with fome fuccefs, to the 
Ifraelites in the wildernefs, about this place : — 
** Spend, in feeling after Chrift, by the prayer 
** of Juch faith as you have^ whether it be dark or 
** luminous, the time you have hitherto fpent 
•' in defponding thoughts, in perplexing confi- 
jj 3 ** derations 
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*^ derations tqxm the badne{$, or uncertainty of 
•' your ftate, and come mit> to the Lord Jcfus 
'* with your prefent wants, daring to believe 
*^ that he waits to be gradops to you/' Chrift 
IS the waft the highway to the Father, and aui 
high way is as free for a (kklv beggar as a glori- 
ous prince* If it is fuggefted, ** you are too 
** prefumptuoxis to intrude without ceremony 
** upon Hiin» that is glorious in boline(s> and 
*' fearful in praifes;"-^nfwer9 in looking up 
to Jcfus, 

•* Be it I Bavfelf deceive. 
Yet / mujlf Imujl believe 

Mr. M— d— *s reply to Mr. Wefley's anfwer 
fcems to me juft in fome points, and in others too 
fevere. Mr. Wefley is, perhaps, too tenacious 
of fome expreflions, and too prone to credit what 
he wilhes concerning fome miftaken witneffes of 
the ftate of fathers in Chrift. Mr. M— , per- 
haps, efteems too little the ineftimable privilege 
of being pcrfefted in that love, which cafts out 
fear: But, in general, I conceive, tf I do not 
prefume of myielf in anfwering your queftion, 
that it would be better for babes, or young men 
in Chrift, to cry for a growth in grace, than to 
difputc whether fathers in Chrift enjoy fuch or 
fuch privileges, I am, with fincerity kc, I. F« 



Madtley, 



I «3n 

Madclcy, April a 2d, 1763. 

Mn Samuel Hatton. 

Dear Sir^ 

T Am glad to find by your wel- 
•*• c<Hne letter, that Jems is ftill 

Sedous to you. O may he be fo an hundred 
Id more ooth to me and you! May we live 
only to (hew forth his praife, and grow up hito 
him in all things! 

As for me, I have reafon to praife God, that 
he gives me patience to throw m my weak line, 
till ne gives the word and enables me to caft the 
net on the right fide, and enclofe a multitude of 
finners* The hope of this bears me up above 
the toil? of a night of ignorance, perplexity, and 
trials of every fort. I find, bleflai be God, that 
all things work together for my good, whether 
it be fuccefs or want of fuccefs, joy or grief, 
ficknefs or eafe, bad pr good report: all encou- 
rages or humbles me. 

With refpeft to Mifs Hattons, I hope they 
will call no man upon earth maJleTf and that 
they will fteer clear of the rocks of prejudice 
ana bigotry, againft which fo many profeflbrs 
fplit daily, even when they think they are at 
the greateft diftance from them. 

I am quite of your opinion about the mifirhief 
that fome profeffors (puffed up in their own 
flefhy minds,) do in the Church of Chrift under 
the raafk of fanftity; but my Mafter bids me 
bear with the tares until the harveft, left in 
rooting them up, I fhould promifcuoufly pull 
up the wheat alfo. As to Mr. Wefley's fyftem 
of perfe&ioQ^ it tends nther tp pri)mote humi* 

lity 
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lity than pride, if I may credit his defcription of 
it> in the lines following, 

" Now let me gain perfeftion's height. 
Now let me into nothing fall. 
Be lefs than nothing in ray fight. 
And feel that Chrift is all in dW 

>lore than this I do not defire, and I hope that, 
fhort of this, nothing will fatisfy either, my dear 
friend or me. 

With refpeft to ** one Mr. B ^n, having 

been fo bold as to aflert in your room, that our 
falvation was conditional," he rnay be orthodox 
enough, in my poor judgment, although he faid 
fo. Indeed the meritorious part of our falvation is 
unconditional on our Jide^ and if Mr. B— — n talks 
of meritorious conditions^ he is a ftranger to the 
gofpel: But, that Me application of this falvation 
is conditional, I gather from every doArinal 
chapter in the bible, efpecially from* 

Have you drank in the doftrine of particular 
redemption, conti-ary to the thoughts of your 

efteemed friend, Count Z f ? But be that 

as it will, let us ftill make the beft of our way tsy 
the dear Saviour, and drop all our particular 
opinions in his univerfal, unbounded love ; and 
whereinfocver any of us is wrong the Lord will 
reveal it unto us. Pray for my Hock ; and pray 
for. Dear Sir, your finceie friend, and affeftion- 
ate brother in Chrift, I. F. 



Madeley, 

^lokc ziii. 5. and Maik xvi. z6. 
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Madeley, July 26th, 1753% 

The Rev* Mr, Charles Wefley. 

My dear Sir, 

T Have for two months 
-■■ waited impatiently for 
fomc news of you— -but in vain. Are you a« 
live — ^paralytick — gouty — flothful — or too bufy 
to write a line to your friends at Madeley ? If 
you have not leifure to write a line, write a 
word — ^I am well, or I am ill : God grant it may 
be the former ! 

Every thing is pretty quiet here now. Many 
of our oflFences die away; tho' not long ago,! 
had trials in abundance, but blefled be the Lor4 
he gave me his peace. It is not, however, with* 
out fighting that I keep it. One of mv latC 
trills might have had confcquences to make mc 

Suit Madeley, and, I praife God, I am ready to 
o it without looking behind me, even this dctu 
The young perfon, I mentioned as being forely 
tempted ot the Devil, is happily delivered ; ana 
we have had the tef^imonies of Mr. Mould who 
preached here three weeks ago, and of Mr* 

R , who fpent four days here, and preached 

lad Sunday. He is an excellent young man, 
and only wants a little of the Methodifl zeal to 

temper the referve of Mr. W . 

When will you come to Madeley? What do 
you do at London? Have you repaired the 
breach, and healed the plague!" May the Lord 
give you all the wifdom, the patience, the zeal, 
the gentlenefs, and the health you ftand in need 
of! Alk them for your poor brother, I. F. 

Madeley^ 



Madeley, 3rd Aug, 17631 



Mifs Hatton. 

Madam, 



T Am heartily glad to find by the 
-■■ contents of your letter, that your 
heart is more fet upon obtaining the one thing 
needful, Ckrijl in uSy with all his graces, the hope 
of glory. I beg, in my Mailer's name, you 
would cherifli the conviction of the need of this 
prize of your high calling, and purfue it in the 
new and living way in which the father's trod, 
that of the crojs, and that of faiths We travel in 
the firft, by continually denying feUV in the- 
tiefire of the flcfli, the defire of the eye, and the 
pride of life ; and we advance in the fecond, by 
mming at Chrift, claiming Chrift, embracing Chrift, 
delighting and rejoicing in Chrift received in the 
heart, through the channel of the gofpel pro- 
mifes. To be able to go on in the way of the 
crofs and that of faith, you ftand in need. Ma- 
dam, of much recollection, and fteady watchful* 
nefs over the workings of your own heart, and 
diligent attention to the whifpers of divine 
grace. That the Lord would powerfully enable 
us to run on with faith and patience, till we in- 
. herit the promifes, is the prayer of, Madam^ 
your fcrvant in Chrift, I. F, 



Madclcy^ 



Madeley, Aug. 19th, 1^63. 



Mifs Hatton. 

Madam, 



TivrRS. Hatton gave me this mom- 
^^^ ing your lerious letter. You 
wifely obferve therein the continual need pro- 
feffing Chriftians have to guard againft religious 
chit chatf and conclude by requefting a few lines, 
when I fhould have an opportunity of writing; 
but, as there is nothing in your letter which 
requires an anfwcr, I was thmking, whether I 
could anfwer it without being ^ilty of religi- 
ous chit chat; for as there is luch a thing in 
fpeakin^, no doubt in writing alfo. I believe 
I fhould have facrificed to confciencc what the 
world calls good manners, had I not juft after 
accidentally opened Lopez's Life upon the fol- 
lowing paflage, which I fhall tranfcribe, hoping 
it will be bleffed both to the reader and copier. 
** He was as fparing of words in writing, as in 
** fpeaking. He never wrote firft to any one, 
** nor did he anfwer others, but when neceffity 
" or charity obliged him to it ; and then fo pre- 
** cifely, and in fo few words, that nothing 
** could be retrenched. I have feveral of his 
** letters in my hands of five or fix lines each* 
** In anfwer to thofe he had received from the 
*' Viceroy of Mexico, he fent him one contain- 
** ing only thefe words — I will do what you 
*' command me : And although this manner of 
" writing might feem difrefpeflful to perfons of 
•' fo high quality, yet it gave no offence from 
'* one, who was fo far from all compliments, 
•* and who never fpoke any thing fupcrfluous." 

Now, 
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Now, Madam, for fear of wntmg any thing 
fuperfluous, I fhall conclude by wi(hing both 
you and I may follow Lopez, as he followed 
Chrift; and lubfcribmg myielf. Madam, the 
jready fervant of you and yours in the gofpel, 

I. r. 



Madelcy, — — — • 

Mifs Hatton. 

My dear Friend in the Loidf 

T Thought laft Sunday that you 
•*• were not far from the kingdom 
of God : had your wifdora ftooped a little more 
to tlie foolijhnejs of the crofs, you would have been 
the little child to whom God reveals what he 
jujily hides from the wife and prudent. I longed 
to have followed you, and given you no reft 
till you had drunk the cup of blelfing, which 
your Lord hath mixed for you ^ich his oitter 
tears, and moft precious blood. And how glad 
was I to find laft night, that you had no aver- 
fion to Jefus and his love, nor to the iimplei 
foolilh way of entertaining him in your heart, as 
you can by mere faith. How often fmce has my 
heart danced for joy, in hope that the time is 
come, that the Lord will fully open your heart, 
like that of Lydia, to attend, without cavilling, 
or objefting, to his ftill, fmall voice — '* I am 
** thine, and thou art mine. Fear not, for I 
** have reedemcd thee, thou worm Jacob. I 
'* have graven thy name, (i. e. fmner) upon the 
** palms of my hands. I ihall fee in thee the 
** travel of my foul, and Ihaii be fatisfied. Let 

<« mc 



•' mc not upbraid thee longer for wilful un- 
** belief and hardnefs of heart; but believe 
" i4X>n the teftimony of my word aiid fervantsr, 
" that I am rifen for thy juftification. Say not, 
" I muft alicend into heaven, or defcend into 
** the deep — I muft feelfrji fuch a height of joy 
" or depth of forrow ; no; believe fimply that 
•* the word is nigh thee, in thy mouth and ia 
" thy heart, namely the word of faith preached 
" unto thee, I am the Lamb of God; I have 
" carried away thy finsj and I do not condemn 
** thee, tho' thou condemneft thyfelf. I am he 
** that, for mine own fake,.blotteth out thy fins 
" as a cloud, and thy iniquities as a thick cloud ; 
" becaufe I will haye mercy on whom I will 
** have mercy, namely on him, who will be Javed 
" in my way^ oy that faith which Jiumbles the Jc^, 
*' and is Jooli/hnefs to the Greek, but which will 
** prove to thee both the wifdom and power of 
" God, Fear not, then, O thou of little faith; 
" wherefore ftiouldeft thou doubt any longer? 
" Do I defpife the day of fmall things? Do I 
** break the bruifed reed, or quench the fmok- 
" ing flax? Am not I the good Shepherd, who 
** carrieth the lambs in his bofom? Does a 
" mother forfake her fucking child, becaufe it 
** is weak, fickly, unable to walk, or even to 
" ftand? Yea, though a mother fhould fo for- 
*' fake her child, yet will I never leave thee nor 
** forfake thee. Only lean on thy beloved, and 
" I will bring thee up out of the wildernefs. 
" Abandon thyfelf wholly to my care, and I, 
" the Keeper of Ifrael, will care for thee ; and 
" thy bufmefs Ihall be henceforth to repofe on 
" my bofom, and wafh thee in my bleeding 
M " heart; 
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** heart; and my buGnefs fliali be to carry thee 
•* fafe through, or above all thy enemies. Only 
" remember, thy buftmfs is to oelieve and love; 
" and truft me f*or a faithful difcharge of 
" mine — to fa\^ thee with a high hand." 

Thus, my friend, will your dear Saviour fpeak 
to your heart, if vou do not drown his voice by 
the objeftions ot your falfe wifdom. O down 
with it; it is the fruit of the tree of death. 
Away to the tree of life ; take freely, eat and 
live. I know you are xmlling through grace; 
knd Chrift, who hath made you willing, is ten 
thoufand times more willing than you: how, 
fcen, can he caft you out? What hinders but 
that you (hould, as a fpiritual Rebekah, fay, Noief 
and ever, I mil have that Man? You go upon a 
fure bottom, you need not fear being flighted ; 
for in the letter he hath wrote you from heaven, 
to invite you to the marriage, he fays, / hax'e 
betrothed thee to me with everlajlm^y yea with bleed- 
ing kindnefs. Indeed, indeed he (ends me to you, 
to afllire you he is the fame yefterday, to day, 
and for ever ; and were you the fifter of Mag- 
dalen in outward wickednefs, he fends you 
word, that you may kifs his feet, and rejoice 
that much is forgiven you, even tho* you Ihould 
not h ive one tear to w:iih them with — his blood, 
his precious blood hath wafhed his feet, and does 
waili your heart, and will waih it white as fnow, 
O let It be your bufinefs to confider it with a 
believing thought: that is the way to apply it 
to your heart. 

I would have called on you this morning, 

h-*^ ' "-ny intended journey prevented it: till 

opportunity of calling, I beg, as upon 

my 



r 159 1 

jny knees, you would make ufe of the follow- 
ing direftioiv, which I think as truly applicable 
to your ftate, as ihey are truly evangelical. 

(1.) It is better perUhing lor believing wrong, 
than for not believing at all: venture then, 
with Efther, // / ferijh^ I perijh. I had rather 
ptriih in trying to touch the fceptre of grace, 
than in indolently waiting till the King touches 
ine with it. 

(2.J Chrift often reveals himfelf as a babe, a 
feeble infant, crying for milk in a manger. Do not 
you defpife him in his loweft, weakeft ftate: do 
not fay to your Saviour, I will not receive thee, 
unlefs thou appear in a blaze of glorious light. 
JRejeft not the little leaven ; and if your grain of 
faith is fmall as muftard feed, be the more care- 
ftil not to throw it away as dirt. The Holy 
Ghoft fays, Tlie light of the jujl Jliines more and mor^ 
' to the ferfeQ day ; and how feeble is the light qf 
the early morning, how undifcernible from 
-darknels! 

(3.) Sin givf^s you your/r/f title to t%e Friend 
€f Jinners, and a fimpie naked faith the feccnd. 
JDo not then, puzzle yourfelf about contrition*, 
faithtulnefs, love, joy, power over fin, and a 
thoufand fuch things, which the white Devil will 
perluade you, you muft bring to Chrift. He 
will receive you gladly with the greateft moun- 
tain of fin; and the fmalleft grain of faith, at 
Chrift's feet, will remove that mountain. 

(4.) At the peril of your foul, defire at prefent 
-neither peace nor joy^ nor puzzle yourfelf even 
about love. Only defire, that that bleffed Man 
may be your Bridegroom, and that you may 
firmly believe that he is fo, becaufe he hath 
Ma givea 
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given you hi« flefh and blood upon the cro6 ; 
and keep believing this, and trufting in him. . 

(5.) You have nothing to do with jm ^nd /f/f, 
although they will have mutch to do with you. 
Tour hujinejs is with Jejus^ with his free, unmerited 
love, with his glorious promifes &c. &c. 

(6.) Strongly expert no good from your cam 
heart: expert nothing but unbelief, hardnefs, 
unfaithfulncfs, and backfliding, and when you 
find them there, be not ibaken nor difcompo(ed ; 
rather rejoice that you are to livet by fatth, on 
the faith fil heart of Chrift, and caft not away 
your confidence, which hath great recompencc 
of reward* 

(7.) When you are dull and heavy, as will 
often be, remember to live on Chrift, and claim 
him the more by naked faith. I have not time 
to fay more, but Jefus, whom you hold by the 
hem of his promife, will teach you all the day 
long. Look unto him, and be laved, and re- 
member he forgives feventy times (even in one 
day. May his dawning love attend you till it 
is noon day in your foul ; and pray for him, 
'Who earneftly prays for you, I mean for your 
unworthy fervant, I. F. 



Madeley, Sep. 2nd9 l^6^. 



Airs. Glynne. 

Dear Madam, 



T Thank you for your kind re- 

^ membrance, and good wiihes 

that I might eat the everlafting bread of our 

Father's houfe^ expreOtd by a preiieat of the moft 

incorrup* 
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.mcomipfible bread our earth affords, I /hould 
be glad to take tlie opportunity of Mr. WeUey's 
ftay at Salop, to thank you in perfbn, and eat 
with you the bread — the unleavened bread of 
fincerity and truth, handed out by him ; but I 
am obliged to fet out to day for Lady Hunting- 
don's college, and iliaU not, I fear^ be in Siiiup- 
ihire, when Mr, Wefley comes. 

If the Father of lights hath drawn your foul 
in any wanner defires after the glorious fenfe oi 
his love, and enabled you to fit down, and count 
tlie coft, and give up fully ^ whatever may have a 
tendency to keep you out of the delightful en- 
joyment of the pearl of great price, I Ihall rejoice 
greatly; for it is my hearty defire, that all my 
"Chriftian friends, and I, might grow up daily to- 
wards the mearure of the full ftature of Chrjft. 

I return you my moft affeftionate thank^^ 
Madam, for your book, and for the franks you 
added to it. May you ufe all the ^romifcs of 
the gofpel as franks from Jeliis^ to fend mo- 
mentary petitions to heaven, and may an un- 
wearied faith be the diligent meffenger I 

What proved a dilappointment to you, was 
none to me, having been forced^ by many fuch 
difappointments, to look for comfort in nothing 
but thefe comprehenfive words — Thy mil be dcm-l 
A few more trials will convince you, experi- 
mentally, of the heavenly balm they contain, to 
fweeten the pains and heal the wounds, that 
erodes and afHiftions may caufe. We often 
improve more, by one hour's refignation, than 
by a month's reading ; and when we can exer- 
cife neither gifts nor graces, one of the laft is 
Always excepted — Patience; which is then wortla 
M 3 ' jsil 



«11 the reft. O let us make the bcft of ofur ^ty. 
Madam ; — a day of grace — ^a gofpel day — a day 
of health— a precarious day of life! Let us be- 
lieve, hope, love, obey, repent, fpend and be 
Ipent for fiim, who hath loved us unto death. 

Mr. M. faid your portmanteau would go to 
<lay ; but whether it goes or ftays, let neither 
wind nor tide keep us back from Jefus Chrift* 
That his love may fiil our hearts, is the repeat- 
led wifli of. Dear Madam, your unworthy friend 
and fervafit in Chrid, L F« 

Madeley, Sep. 9th9 1^6^ 

Tlie Rev. Mr* Charles Wefley. 

My dear Sir, 

T See that we ought to 
^ learn continually to 
cafl our burdens on the Lord, who alone can 
bear them without fatigue and pain. If M 
tetunii, the Lord may correft his errors, and 
^ive him fo to infift on the fraits of faith as to 
prevent antinomianifm. I believe him fmcere; 
Had though obllinnte and fufpicious, lam per- 
fu ided he his a true defire, to kiow the will and 
live the life of Gjd. I reply in the fame words 
yo I quoted to me in one of your letters, " Don*t 
be afraid of a wreck, for Jefus is in the (hip.** 
After the mod violent florin, the Lord will, 

Jerhaps, all at once, brin^ our fhip into the 
efired htven. 
You aik me a very lingular queftion with re- 
fpcc^ -to women ; I fhall, however, anfwer it 
Mith a finile, as I fuppofe you afked it. You 

might 
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ciigb^bave remarked that for fotne days^ befopc 
1 let off for Madeley, I coiifidered matrimony 
with a different eye to what I had done : aiid 
the perfon^ who then prefepted herfelf to my 
imagination was Mifs Bofenquet, Her image 
purlued me for fome hours the laft day, and that 
fo warmly^ that I ihould, perhaps, have loft my 
peace, ii a fufpicion of the truth of Juvenal s 
proverb, Veniunt a dote fagittae,* had not made 
aie blu(h, fight, and fly to Jkfus who delivered 
me, at the iiune moment, from her image and 
the idea of marriage. Since that time, I have 
been more than ever on my guard againft ad- 
mitting the idea of matrimony, fome times by 
the confideration of the love of Jefus, which 
^ught to be my whok felicity, and at others, by 
ibc following reflesftions. 

It is true the fcriptui^ fays, that a good wife 
» a gift of the Lord, and it is alfo true, thaC 
there Haay be one in a thoufand ; but who woul<l 
put in a lottery where are 999 blanks to one 
prize; and fuppofe I could difcover this Phoenix, 
this woman of a thoufand, what (hould I gain 
by it? A <liftreffing refufal. How could ftie 
«hufe fttch a man as me ? If, notwithftanding 
all ray felf lov^, I am compelled cordially to 
«defpife myfclf, could I be fo wanting in gene- 
ffofity, as to expe6l another to do that for rae, 
which I cannot do for myfclf — to engage to 
love^ to efteem, and honour me? 

I will throw OQ my paper fome refleftions, 
which the Jaft paragraph's o»f your letter gave 
arife to, and I beg you will weigh them with me, 
iu the balances o£ the £m^uary« 

Reaibas 



ReaFons for, and againft matrimbtiy* 



. A tender friendlhip 
is, after the love of 
Chrift, the greateft 
felicity of life; and 
a happy marriage is 
nothing but fuch a 
friendlhip between 
two perforis of differ- 
ent iexes. 



a, A wife miglit deli- 
ver nie from the dif- 
ficulties of houfe- 
keeping kc. 

3. Some objeftions and 
fcandals may be a- 
voided by marriage. 

4. A pious and zealous 
wife might be as ufe- 
ful as myfelf; nay, 
fhe might be much 
more fo among my 
female parilliioners, 
who greatly want an 
infpeftrefs. 

farewell. Yoxirs^ I. F* 



1. Death will fliortly 
end all particular 
friendfliips. The 

. happier the ftate of 
marriage, the more 
nfflifting is widow- 
hood: befidesy we 
may try a friend and 
rejeft him after trial; 
but we cant know a 
wife, tiU it is too late 
to part with her. 

2. Marriage brings af- 
tex it an hundred 
cares and expences; 
children, a family &c» 

3* If matrimony is not 
happy, it is the moft 
fertile fource of fcan- 
dals. 

4. I have 1000 to i to 
fear that a wife in- 
ftead of being a help, 
may be indolent, and 
confequently ufelefs ; 
or humourfome, 

haughty, capricious, 
and confequently a 
heavy curfe* 



Mr^ Vauglh. 
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Mr. Vaughan, 

Dear Sir, 

A S you dcfirc me to tell you fim- 
-^ ply what I think of the ftate 
of your foul; as delcribcd in jour letter, I will 
do it as the Lord ihali enable me. 

I. praife him that he has begun a good work 
in you, which, I make no doubt, he will finiih, 
if you do not counteraft the operations of his 
grace. Your having fometimes free accefs to 
the throne of grace, but foon falling back into 
deadnefs and darknefs, is the common experi- 
ence of many who waik fincerely, tho' flowly 
towards Sion* It argues, on one litle, the draW'- 
i^g^ offoith; and, on the other, the power of un- 
belief. I would compare fuch fouls to the child 
of the Patriarch t who came to the birth, nay, 
faw the light of this world, and yet returned 
again into his mother's womb, until, after a 
greater ftruggle, he broke through all that was 
iri his way, and left the place where he had beea 
£o long in prifpn* 

If you fall ijiort, yet be not caft down ; on the 
contrary, rejoice that God has begun, and will 
finiih his work in you; and ftrive more earneftly 
to enter in at the ftrait gate. Watch more un- 
to prayer, and pray for that faith, which enables 
the believer now to lay hold on eternal life. 
Remember, however, that your prayers will not 
avail much, unlefs you deny yourfelf, and take 
up every crofs, which the Lord fuffers men, 
devils, or your own heart to lay upon you. In 
the name oi Jefus, and in the power of his might, 
break through all; aud you will find daily more 

and 



and mare, that Jefus is the light of the worldt 
and that he, who follows him, Jhall not walk In 
diu'knefs. The peace of Jelus be with you! 
Farewell. Yours &c, I* F. 

Madeley, March 5 th, ly&f* 

Mifs Hatton. 

YOU feem, Madam^ not to have a 
* clear idea of the happinefs of th^ 
love of Jefus, or, at leaft, of your privilege of 
loving him again. Your dulnefs in private 
prayer arifes from the want of familiar friendlhip 
witn Jefus, To obviate it, go to your clofet, as 
if you were going to meet the deareft friend you 
ever had ; caft yourfelf immediately at his leet, 
bemoan your coldnefs before him, extol his 
love to you, and let your heart break with a de- 
fire to love him, till it aftually melts with his 
love. Be you^ if not the importunate widow, 
at lead the importunate virgin, and get your 
Lord to avenge you of your adverfary — I mean 
your cold heart. 

You a(k me fome d^rcAions to get a mortified 
Ipirit : in order to get it, get Recolleftion. 

Recollection is a dwelling within ourfelves; 
a being abftrafted from the creature, and turned 
towards God. 

Recollection is both outward and inward. 
Outward recolieftion confifts in fdence from 
all idle and fuperHuous words; and in folitude 
or a wife difentanglement from the world, keep- 
ing to our own bufinefe, obferving and follow- 
ing; the order of God for ourfelves, and {hut- 
ting 
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ting the car againft all curious and unprofitable 
matters. Inward recoUeftion confifts in fliut- 
ting the door of the fcnfes, in a deep attention 
to the prefence of God, and in a continual care 
of entertaining holy thoughts, for fear of fpiri^ 
tual idlenefs» 

Through the power of the Spirit, let thif 
recoUeftion be fteady even in the niidft of hur» 
rying bufinefs; let it be calm and peaceable; 
and let it be lading. Watch and pray, lejl you 
enter into temptation. 

To maintain this recolleftion, beware of en- 
gaging too deeply, and beyond what is necefTary, 
in outward things: beware of fufFering your 
afFeftions to be entangled by worldly defire, 
your imagination to amufe itfelf with unprofit- 
able objeSs, and indulging yourfelf in the com- 
miDGon of what are called fmall faults. 

For want of continuing in a recolle^ed frame 
all the' day, our times of prayer are frequently 
dry and ufelefs, imagination prevails, and the 
heart wanders : whereas we pals eafly from re- 
colleftion to delightful praver. Without this 
fpirit, there can be no ufetul felf denial, nor 
can we know ourfelves; but where it dwells, it 
makes the foul all eye, all ear; traces and difco- 
vers fin, repels its firft aflaults, or cruilies it in 
its earlieft riiings. 

In recolleftion let your mind aft according 
to the drazejings of graces and it will probably 
lead you either, to contemplate Jefus as crucifi- 
ed, and interceeding for you kc; or to watch 
your fenfes and fupprefs your pafllons, to keep 
oefore God in refpekful fi fence of heart, and to 
watch and follow the motions of grace, and feed 
on the promiles. But 



But tike care hcner to be marc taken up witll 
the thoughts of God than of yourlelf; and coii* 
fidcr how hardly recolkftion is fometimes ob- 
tained, and bow eafily it is loft. Ufe no forced 
labour to raife a particular frame; nor tire, fret» 
and grow impatient, if you have no comfort; 
but meekly acquiefce and confefe yourfelf un- 
worthy of it ; lie* proftrate in humble fubmiflion 
before God, and patiently wait for the finilcs of 
Jefus. 

May the following Motives ftir you up ta 

the purfuit of recolleftion (i) We muft /or- 

fake all and die to all frjl by recolleftion. (2) 
Without it God^s voice can't be heard in the foul* 
(:^) It is the altar, on which we muft offer up our 
Ifaacs. (4) It is inftrumentally a ladder (if I 
may be allowed the expreffion) to defcend into 
G<^* (5) By it the foul gets to its centre, out of 
which it caniK>t reft. (0) Man's foul is the tem- 
ple of God-^recolle6lion the holy of holies. (7) 
As the wicked by recolleftion find hell in their 
hearts, fo faithful fouls find heaven, (fc) With- 
out recollection all means of grace are ufelefs, or 
m ike but a light and tranfitory imprefEon. 

If we would be recol levied, we muft expeS to 
fufer. Sometimes, God does not fpeak imme- 
diately to the heart; we muft then continue to 
liften with a more humble filence. Sometimes, 
a!faults of the heart, or of the tenjpter may fol- 
low, together with wearineTs and a defire to turn 
the miiid to foniething elle: here we muft be 
patient — By patience unwearied we inherit the 
promiles. 

Dillipated fouls are feverely puniflied. If any 
man abide not in Chrift, he is caft out as a 

brandi— 
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branch— caft out of the light of God's counte- 
nance into the drudgery of the fenfes. He dries 
up, and a barrennefs follows in the ufe of the 
means. The world and Satan gather and ufe 
him for their fervice. He is caft into the fire 
of the paffions, of guilt, of temptation, and, per- 
haps, "of hell. 

As diflipation always meets its puhifhment, (b 
recoUeftion never tails of its reward. Afte&' 
patient waiting comes communion w^th God, 
and the fweet lenfe of his peace and love, Re- 
colleftion is a caftle, an inviolable fortrefs a- 
gainft the world and the Devil : it renders all 
times and places alike, and is the habitation 
where Chrift and his Bride dwell. 

I give you thefe hints, not to fet Chrift afide, 
but that you may, according to the light and 
power given to you, take theie ftone;^ and place 
them upon the chief corner ftone, and cement 
them with the blood of Jefus, until the fuper- 
ftrufture, in fome meafure, anfwers to the excel- 
lence of the foundation. I beg an intereft in 
your prayers for myfelf and thofe committed to 
my charge, and am, with fmcerity, Madam, your 
fervant for Chrift's fake, I. F. 



Madeley, Sep. 3rd, l^S4^^ 



Mifs Hatton. 

Madam, 



t Think the ftate your foul is in 

•*■ is not uncommon. Tfie only 

advice, It:an at prefent give you, is not to look 

to Jelff except it be to believe it awaty. Be gene- 

N roufly 
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toufly determined not to live cafy, without the 
thought of Jefus on your mind, and his love, 
or at lead endeavours after it, in your heart. 
Then get that love, or the increafe of it, by ofc- 
pnately believing the love of Chrift to you, till 
you are Ihamed into fome return of It. A paf- 
lage I liave found much relief from, when my 
foul hath been in the ftate you defcribe, is, Uke^ 
wife reckon ye alfo yonrjelves to be dead indeed unto 
fn, but alive unto Godf through Jefus Chrijl our 
Lord.* This reckoning by laith, I find, is not 
reckoning without one's hoft ; but Chrift is al- 
ways ready to fet his hand to the bill which 
faith draws. 

With refpeft to the hinderances your worldly 
bufinefs lays in the way of your loul, I would 
have you perfuaded, that they arc by no means 
infurmountable. The following means, in due 
fubordination to faith in Jefus, may, by the 
bleffing of God, be of fervice to you. 

(i) Get up early, and fave time before yoU' go 
to bufinefs, to put on the z&hole armour of God^ by 
clofe meditation and earneft prayer, 

(2) Confider the temptation tliat moft eafily 
befets you, whether it be hurry, or vanity, or 
lightnefs, or want of recollection to do what 
you do as unto God. Ponder the confequences 
of thofe fins, fee your weaknefs to refift them, 
and get at any rate a more feeling fenfe of your 
helplelfnefs : when you have it, you will natu- 
rally watch unto prayer, and look to Chrift for 
ftrength, from moment to moment. 

(3) When your mind hath been drawn afide, 
do not tret, or let yourfelf go down the ftream 

of 

'^Rom. vit XI. 
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,^f nature, as if it was in vain to attempt to fwim 
.againft it; but confels your fault, and calmly 
re fume your former endeavour, but with more 
jhumility and watchfulnefs. 

(4) Steal from bufinefs now and then, tho' 
for two or three minutes only, and in the cor- 
jier where you can be leaft obferved, pour out 
your foul in confeflion, or a fhort ejaculation at 
the feet of Jefus, for power to watch, and to be- 
lieve that he can keep you watching. May you 
feelingly believe, that he hath bought the power 
for you, and then of a truth, vou will find it 
done to you according to your faith. 

As to your Correfpondent's letter, I approve 
it's contents^ but would have no one depend on 
wy judgment, efpecially on the points it treats 
^f ; as I have been thought, fometimes, to confi- 
4cr them, with a mind prepoffefl'ed in their be- 
iialf. This I know, that all cannot^ ought not to 
receive fome of the fayings that letter contains; 
and yet happier far, in my opinion, are thofe 
that can and do receive them. Let every one 
follow grace and Providence, and we lliall b€ 
guided aright. I am, &c I* F* 

Madeley, Dec. 1764. 
Mifs Hatton. 

Madam, 

Am fenCble how much I want ad- 
vice in a thoufand particulars, and 
laow incapable I am fafely to direft any one: 
I fhall, never thelefs, venture to throw upQn this 
Ihect the following obfervations, as they came to 
my mind on tlie reading your lettei;. 

N 2 Yoti 



I 
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You cannot expcft on the gofpcl plan, to at- 
tain to fuch a carriage as will pleafe ail you con- 
verfe with. The Son of God, the original of all 
human perfeflion, was blamed, fometimes for 
his filence, and fometimes for his fpeaking &c; 
and ll^all the handmaid be above her Mafler? 

There is no fm in wearing fuch things as you 
have by you, if they are not out of chara6ter; 
I mean, if they are neceii'ary for your Jlation, and 
characieriie your rank. 

There is no fin in allowing yourfelf a little 
more latitude of Ijpeech, provided you liften to 
Chrift, by inward attention to his teaching, and 
the end of what you lay may be to introduce 
what is ufeful and edifying ; tor God judgeth of 
words according to the intention of the fpeaker, 
I may fpeak idly even in the pulpit ; and I may 
fpeak to edification in the market, if what I fay 
is either neceffary, or proper to introduce, or 
drive the nail of a profitable truth. Some pa- 
rables of our Lord would have been deemed idle 
talk, had it not been for the end he purfued, 
and, upon the whole, accomplilhed by them» 
No particular rule can be given here; a thou- 
lund circumftances of perfons, tempers, places, 
times, ftates &c, will neceflarily vary a Chriftian's 
plan. 

There is no fin in looking cheerful. No, it is 
our duty to be cheerful — Rejoice evermore; and if 
it is our duty always to he filed witli joy, it is our 
duty to appear what we are in reality. I hope, 
however, your friends know how to diftingiufh 
between clieerfulnefs and levity. 

If you want to recommend religion to thofe 
you converfc with, and, in many inftanccs, to 

pluck 



pluck uDi offence by the root, Jet your heart lie 
where Marfs body aid. Keep clofe to Jefus, be 
attentive to hi^ ftill, fmall Yuice^ and he will 
■fili yoti with humble love, and inch love will teach 
yoi^ without any rule, as by the inftinft of your 
new nature, lo become all things to all men» 

You alk what the apoftle meant by that ex* 
prciEoni it is certain he did not mean to over- 
let hi& own precept^ Be not conformed to the xmrld^ 
1 apprehend, that in every cafe, wherein wc 
might promote the ipiritual or temporal good 
of any one, by doing or fufFering things of an 
indifferent nature f or even painful and dijagreeable 
t3 us, we ought to be ready to become all things 
to all ; provided the good we propofe is fuperior 
to the inconveniences to which we fubmit* 
Here alfo we ftand in need of femfc/elove,, andi 
meek vfi£domj that we may fo weigh circumftanc- 
es, as to form a right jiidgment in all things. 

I am glad the Lord itrips you: i wilh feif 
may never clothe you again* Beware of ftiflT 
fingularity in things barely indifferent: it is felf 
in dilguile; and it is fo much the more dange- 
rous, as it comes recommended by a ferk)us«> 
ielf denying, reJigimis appearance* 

I hope the ihort comings of fome aboiit you 
will not prevent your eying the prize of a glo- 
rious conformity to our bleffed Head. It is to» 
be feared, that not a few of thofe^ who talk of 
having attained it have miftaken the way : they 
are ftill fomthingy and I apprehend an important 
ftep towards that conformity, is to become no- 
thing; or rather to be, with St. Paul, to become 
in our own eyes the chief of JinnerSj, and the leqfi 
qf faint Jm 

N 3 Mr* 
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Mr. Harris feems to me one among ten thoo* 
fand ; he has left a particular bleffing behind 
him in this place— The God of peace give us 
all the bleffings that the Meffenger and the Me*- 
diator of the New Covenant brought with hini, 
at this thne, into the world! May we fo ie»- 
ceive him, that, by a blefled exchange, as he is 
clad with our flelh, fo we may put on him, aiid 
be covered with his righteoufnefs and filled with 
his Spirit! Salute the Church in your houfe 
from your fervant in the gofpel, I. F. 



Madeley, Jan. 31ft, 1765. 



Mifs Hatton. 

Madam, 



** Y^U ftrive, pray, refift, but are 
* little the better;" yet pray, 
ftrive, and rcTift on. It is good to be tried, and 
to get a bleffing in the very fire : we Ihall then 
know how to value it properly. But Jet me be 
free with you, Madaih ; do you pray, refift, and 
ftrive againft wanderings with any Jteadlnefs, and 
do you do it in cheerful hope to overcome through 
the blood of the Lamb ? When you have been 
unhinged from Chrift, in mind or heart, do you 
with jironger indignation againft wanderings, a 
calm.r expectation of the aflillance of the Spirit, 
and a deeper agony of faith, feek to be avenged 
of your Adverlary? Do you imitate the im- 
portunate widow? If this be the cafe, you will 
not complain long ; for whatfoever we thus afk 
in the name of Chrift, we ihall furely receive: 
And ihould the Lord, for reafons beft known to , 

himfelf. 



hinrfeUV try your fiaith and hope ; yet that long- 
er trial will be found to prail'e and honour^ in 
the end. Only faint not ; and when you find 
yourfelf inclined to do fo, in all hafte fly to the 
cordial of the promifes, and determine to take 
nothing elfe, till your heart is revived and made 
ftrong again. 

The fame power of God, through praying 
faith, is necefliry to keep you from reafoning ««- 
frofitably. Whenever this arifes to any height, 
there is one thing wanting, a ftcadily exerted 
will, never thus to reafon. We cannot be fo 
eafily betrayed, or Aide away into this fnare of 
the Devil 16 eafily as into the other. I apprer 
hend, that whofoever chides Jieadily turpofed not 
to reafon, fhall not do it. The will ftarts afidc 
firft, the refolution ol courfe followeth, and the 
Tempter eafily takes their place. Get willing, 
irtdy willing under the crofs, and keep there to 
keep your will, or you will beat the air. 

Laft Sunday I preached two fermons upon 
Heb. II. and i. 1 fee lb much in that faith of 
the apcrflle, that I can harcily pray for any thing 
befides that evidence of things not feen^ that fubfiance 
of things hoped for. To how many miftakes, and 
fatal errors have we opened the door by varying 
from the apoftle, and pretending to be wifer 
than the Holy Ghofil The Lord fill you and 
yours with that faith! Farewell. I* F« 



Madeleyi 
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Mils Hatton. 

Madam, 



I 



Thaiak you fior the ktter of your 

correfpondexyt» What he iayi 
about luminous joy, may fometimes be the oaie 
in fonie of God's dear children ; but I apf^re- 
bend, that God's defign in Tvithhoiding from 
them thofe gracious infiiaences, which work iip» 
on and melt the feqtfitive^ aifeAiooiate part ia the 
ibul, is to put us more upon ufing the nobler 
powers^ the underjiaading and the vfill^ Theft 
are always more in the reach of a cUid of God* 
while the other greatly depend upon the texture 
of the animal trame ; and if they are not ftirred 
in a naturd ve^, the Spirit of God can alone* 
wuhout our concurrence in general, excite 
them* Do you bekemt love^ tcAe up your mffp mid 
run after Jfejus^ 

You muft let friends and foes tali about your 
drefs, while you mind otily Jefus» his ward» and 
your oxvn confcience. You talk of heaiing me 
loon-— I dare never invite any one to hear me^ 
though I am glad to fee my friends : but now I 
can invite you with pleafure to come and hear a 
preacher, who, under God, will make you a* 
ttiends for the trouble of a journey to Madeley* 
His name is M-p— ; he may poflibly ftay a Sun- 
day or two more with me; but Jelus has pro- 
mifed to be always with his poor followers: To 
his merciful hands I commend both you and 
your unworthy friend, I. F. 



Madeley» 
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Madeley, Aug. iBth, 1765. 



Mifi Hatton. 

Madam, 



M^.: 



M and I have confider- 

ed your objeftions to our little 
confeflion of faith : be pleafed to take the fol- 
lowing Ihort anfwers. 

(I.j We do not forget^ that God works all 
good in all men : this is clearly implied in our 
firft article; but we do not, believe, that his 
working is generally irrefiftible, or that it fuper- 
fedes our being workers together with him. 

(IL) Can any one work out his falvation, bv 
a faith productive oi fanSliJication^ and yet negleet 
good works ? Impoflible ! 

(III.) Obdurate Cnners^ if their <lay of grace 
is not over, have always power to believe Ibmc 
legcd truths at leaft, and to renounce fome abomi- 
nations in confequencc of that belief: if they 
rcfift the Spirit here, what wonder that he does 
not proceed any farther! Convi6lions of fin, a» 
well as of righteoufnefs, are not always fo ftrong 
as to carry all before them. As the dew falls 
more frequently on the earth than hard (howers, 
fo more gentle, lefs obfervable,. and more gra^ 
dual droppings of grace defcend upon earthly 
hearts, more frequently than driving ftorms of 
fear,, or ftrong tranfports of love: tneir effects 
may be as gracious, tho^ lefs forcible, and God 
hath all the glory of the one^ as well as of the 
other. 

^ (IV.) ** Can convinced finners under the 
found of the gofpel believe with the heart &c ?" 
Through the power of God, always more or lefs 

prcfcut. 
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pfefent, they can believe with the heart thofe 
truths, which arc fuited to their wantSj and properly 
fropofed to them. If they cannot, why does fciod 
call upon them to believe, and fend them word, 
they ihail be damned if they do not?* As to 
your query " Does not God fc«netimes delay 
to contcr the power to believe, for a trial of the 
grace of convi6lion r" We anfwer, that we fee 
no fuch thing in the new teflament, and that 
the aflertion feems to be a piece of human wif- 
dom. Why were not the conviftions of Ih^ 
harlot, of the 3000, the 5000, the jailer, and 
others, tried by a re'fufal of the gift of Lith? 
If, therefore, perfons truly convinced of Cn, do 
not believe to the comfort of their fouls, we ap- 
prehend the reafon to be, their being kept un 
the dark as to the gofpel way of falvation, t'heir ccm- 
founding faith and its fi-uits, their dtjregarding the 
one talent, and defplfng tlie little leaven, and the 
jfaith which is fmall as a grain of muftard feed : 
in fhort, their rejecting an inxmrd ChriJ^ becaufe 
he does not make his appearance, at firft^ as i 
mighty, glorious conqueror, but as a tveak^ naked, 
crying babe^ who wants both milk and Twaddling 
clothes for his prefent fuftenance, 

" It is granted, that convinced people fhould 
♦' be preft to make an effort to believe, not 
** doubting of the Lord's concurrence with their 
*' attempt. Here, we apprehend, you gitot us 
what we contend iPor; it being abiurd to make 
any attempt towards what is totally impoflFbre. 
If fuch people ought to attempt tQ believe noiei^ 
and not to doubt of the Lord's concurrence with 
4heir attempt, it follows, that either you prefe 

them 

"^MarkxYi. and t6» 
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Ihcm not to doubt of a He, or that the Lord ncm 
helps them to believe, if they will accept his 
help in the manner and way it is offered. 

We cannot conceive what ingredient more 
you would require to make faith, than on the 
one fide, the promife of God and the gracious 
help of his Spirit, and on the other, genuine 
convi6lion and an humble attempt to caft our- 
feWes on the fidelity, mercy, and power of the 
Lord* 

Indeed you infinuate, that God's concurrence 
niay not be granted noze; — ** perhaps, not now," 
are your words ; but not thofe of Ananias, who 
faid to conviuced Saul, Arife^ why tarriejl thou? 
zefofk away thyjins, callings or believing, on the name 
of the Lord. If God does not concur now to 
help convinced finners to believe, we ftill affirm 
that tliey cannot, without great cruelty, be 
called upon noce; to attempt an utter impoffibili- 
ty, or, if we may ufe your expreflion, " to touch 
neaven with their hand." This provilo of yours, 
this ** perhaps, not now," feems the common 
way of clogging and mangling the gofpeh We 
fee nothing of it in holy writ; there we read, 
believe, and titou Jhalt be Javed^ear not, only be* 
Ueue C^r. We never read, believe, but perhaps, not 
now — only believe, but frjl wait God*s time, he does 
nat, perhaps, chafe thouJhouUFjt believe now* There 
is the quinteffcnce of the poifon of the old Ser* 
peat, in the fuppofitioa that God commands now, 
but is not, perhaps, willing that we liiould obey 
him now. Believe — perhaps, not noiv: Repent, be 
chafte, be honeft, be fober, be charitable — per- 
haps, not now. Good God! What room will 
this not now leave for prefent infidelity, unclean* 

uefs, 



nefs, drunkennefe, injuftice &c, .and every una- 
ginable abomination! 

Upon fecond thoughts, we would hope, that 

Jrour perhaps, not nowy does not regard our be- 
ieving, but God's bringing forth the top-ftone, 
while we fhout Grace unto it : and in this fenfe^ 
we find faith and hope are often tried, yea to the 
uttermoft. Ifaac was not born iminediately on 
God's making the promife, or Abraham's be- 
lieving it. A joy unfpeakable and full of glory 
does not always, immediately accompany the be- 
lief of the promife of forgivenefs of fin, and of 
deliverance from its dominion : — Have ye received 
the Holy Ghojljince ye believed? After that ye believ^ 
edj ye were fealed zmth the Holy Spirit of troniife — 
Now the God of hope f II you with all joy ana peace in 
believing 6fc. This was the language of St, Paul, 
and we dare not confound what he diftinguiflies', 
namely, believing and tapng all the rich fruits of 
faith* Concerning fome of thefe, which faith 
does not, in general, immediately produce, we 
allow you to lay, perhaps, not now ; but though 
they tarry, yet wait for them, for they mil furely 
. come. 

*' Reftlefs, rejigned, for thefe I wait, 
For thele my vehement loulftando ftilK" 

But obferve (i) that this earneft, patient wait- 
ing is one of the blefled fruits of faith, and not 
fomething previous to it, as you feem to ima- 
gine. (2) That we do not fuppofe it neceffary 
for thofe, who are truly convinced of fin, and 
defire to be juftified freely by the grace of God^ 
through that redemption that is in Chrift, to 
wait at all before they believe, that he is made unto 

them 
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ikem of Gad righteoufnefs, for the ^prcftnt paiidon 
of their fin: nor for thofe, who are /)%^ weary 
of their carnal mind, to wait before they oclieve, 
that he is made unto them of God Jan^ijicatton^ for 
the prefent deftruftion of it: for the promife is 
even now to us, and to our children, (thofe that 
are afar oflP not excepted) if they lay hold of it 
by faith. But greater difcoverics, riper fruitSf 
richer taftes, fuller enjoyments of thefe bleffings, 
together with a being more ftrengthened, efta- 
blilhed, and fettled in them, is what we efteem 
our privilege to expeft, and wait for, in the 
manner you defcribe. 

(V.) You feem to fufpeft that this faith, on the 
one hand, leads to Antinomianifm, and on the 
other, takes from God the glory of our lal- 
vation. 

As to the firft fufpicion, we hope it is obvi- 
ated in our fecond and fourth anfwers, it being 
impoffible, that a faith, confequent upon real 
conviftion and wearinefs of fin, and begotten by 
the pure gofpel word, through the Spirit, — 
a faith, which leads to fandiif cation and the de-- 
firuttion of the carnal mind, — a faith, which is 
produ6live of all the ripe jt fruits of the Spirit, can 
De merely notional^ or have the leaft tendency to 
Antiaomianifm. 

And as to the fecond, we detefi the thought of 
having the leajft fhare in the glory of Chnft, as 
our omy Redeemer, and of the Spirit, as our only 
Spftiner. We abhor it as much as the proud 
and mad conceit of fharing with God the glory 
of our Creator and Preferver. We conftantly 
afcribe to free grade all the honour of man's fal- 
vation, and are perfuaded, that from the firft 
O half. 



half-formed defire raifed in the heart, 'and 'the 
lead degree of />3xw given for the improvement 
of it, to the final vi6loiy over our laft enemy, oB 
is of grace — of mere ^ntv. But as wc inay give 
God all the glory of our creation and preferva- 
tion, without fuppoGng that he muft breathe; 
cat, drink, reft, drefs, plough,, and reap for us; 
fo we apprehend that we may ^ivc Chrift aH the 
glorj^ofour redemption and lalvation, Trithout 
^xcuiing ourfelves from the performance of what 
he enjoins f and of his own free^ undejerved grate^ gixfei 
us both xvill and power to do. ' ■ 

, I rejoice that your foul prolpers: you need 
not look back any more. Wlien you are tempt- 
ed to hurry and inward impatience, remember 
you are not obUs;ed to give way to it. Take up 
thefe little crofles patiently, by believing, look- 
ing inward, and findihg Jefus iil the midft of 
bufinefe. " He is here, he ii' heire. ^s my aH^** 
will break many, yea ten thquiand mares. 
May the peace of God be with you and yours? 
FarewelL I. F. 

Mr. Alexander Mather. • i 

My dear Brother, . 

T Thank you for ^bur laft 
-*• favour. If I anfwered 'not 
your former letter, it was becaufe I wij^ iti' ex- 
peftation of feeing you, .and not ffom the. leal^' 
difregard. I am gUd you enjoy peac6' at Wel- 
lington, and I hope ypu will dp ' fo* at* tlie; 
Trench when you go there. My realpns for 
(Icpping there ihyfeif were not to felze upon' 
the ipot frj, (as the ^ccufer of the brethren 

may 



^may have infiouatcd) but to fulfil a promife I 
^niade to the people of vifiting them, if tlicy 
would not countenance a lyin^ wretch, who 
went to them from the Bank : 'ail this was pre- 
vious. to my knowledge of the invitation they 
^ave you, I defire you will call there as oftea 
as you have opportimity. An occalional exhor- 
tation from you, or yo?jr coq^panioh at the 
JBai>k|.Pa)et ^c will be efteemed a favour; and I 
hope that my ftepping, as Providence dire6ls, to 
finy of your placeis, (leaving to you the manage- 
ment of the focieties) will be deemed no en- 
.croaclxment. In fhort, we need not make frsJO 
^ties: I know but one heaven below and that 
-f&Jefus's love; let us both go and abide in it, 
(and whe^i we have gathered as many as we can 
jU>ga with us too, many will ftill ftay. behind. _• 
I find there are in the miniftry, as ia t&« 
Gommpn experience of Chriftians, times whigk 
oaay be compared to Winter: no great ftir is 
jnade in the world of grace^ bciide that of 
i^orms and offences^ aEid the growth of the treii 
p^ ihs Lord is aoj ihowy ; but when the tender 
IAkU of brotherly ^nd redeeming love begin t^ 
^11, Spring is at nand* The Lord give us hai;- 
yeft after feed time! Let us wait for. fruit a^ 
ihe hu(bandman, and remember, that be who 
^believes does not make hafte. The love of 
jeJfaprill. be with us all I . .Pi-ay for I. F. , [ 



O % Madeley^ 
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MadeIey,Jan« t^ib, I766« 



Mife Hatton. 

Madam, 



T Am almoft afhamed of anfwering 
-*- your letters after my long de- 
lays, but better late than never, as 1 hope your 
indulgence will put the beft conftru6tion on 
what time does not allow me to make an apo- 
logy for. 

1 do not wonder if «***>****»**»**•** g^c hath 
been a fnare to entangle your thoughts ; but 
it is now over; and what is that to thee? fol- 
low thou Chrift. You may, however, learn 
this leflbn, that the minding Chrift and our 
<^.vn fouls, with Mary, while we leave the world 
to Martha, is no eafy thing in a day of tempta- 
tion ; and that no one knows what he is, till he 
is tried, and tried in the tendereft points — love, 
liberty, eftecm, and iharp bodily pain. Lord 
prepare us for inch trials, and may we encoun- 
ter them, in the while armour of God! 

Tins evening 1 have buried one of the warm- 
eft oppofers of my miniftry, a ftout, ftrong 
youag man, aged tweaty four years. About 
three montn.i ago, he came to the church yard 
with a corpi'e, but refufed to come into the 
church. Wti.n the burial was over, I went to 
hi n, and . mildly cxpoitulatcd with him. His 
Cv^.iitant auiwer was, ** that he had bound him- 
«♦ Icil nev^er to come to church, while I was 
*• there ; adding, that he would take the confe- 
*• qacaces Sec." Seeing I got nothing, I left 
him, faying with uncommon warmth, (tho* as 
far as 1 can remember^ without the leaft touch 

of 
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of refcntmcnt) ** I am clear of your blood; 
'** henceforth it is upon your own head ; you 
•* wilJ not come to churcn upon your legs, pre- 
** pare to come upon your neighbofirs Jhoulders.'* 
He waflcd from that time, and to my great fur- 
prze hath been buried on the fpot where we 
were, when the converfation pafled between va* 
When I viCted him iu his ficknefs, he feemed 
iame as a wolf in a trap. O may God have turn- 
ed him into a fheep in his laft hours ! 

This laft year is the worft I have had hcr©-^ 
barren in convictions^ fruitful in backflidings. 
May this prove for us, and for you, the accept- 
able year of the Lord. I beg your prayers on 
this behalL 

I have filled my page, but not with Jefus's 
name ; let your heart contain what my letter 
wants — JffJ^ ond his frecious blood — Jefus^ and Aif 
fi-eef glonous falvadon^ Live to him, breathe fcr 
him ; buy, lell, eat, drink, read, write for him* 
Receive him as yours altogether, and give him 

?our whole felf, with all that is around yout 
^ate us all. Lord, into thy gracious favour, 
Aamp us with thy glorious image, and condu& 
«s to thy eternal kingdom I 

Prefent my Chriftian refpefts to Mrs. Hatton^ 
your fifter, and all your friends, and accept 
the feme from your unworthy brother, L f • . 
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* Madcky, May, 1765; 

^lifs Hatton. 

My dear Friend, 

T Am forry, rfter the manner of 

^ men, that you are ill, but glad 

in the Spirit, that the will of God takes place in 

you, and that he purges you, that you may 

bring forth more fruit . Now is the time for 

rou to begin to be a Chriftian in good earneft-^ 
mean, to follow the Man offorrows; and to dp it 
as a lamb, who goes to the flaughter and opens 
not his mouth by way of complaint; though as 
a Chriftian, I apprehend you may and ought to 
«pen it by way of praife. 

One advice I will venture to give you, or 
rather to tranfcribe for you out of Ifaiah — TiJe 
Miever does not make hajle^ to doubt, to hurry, to 
forecaft, and to xeafon after the manner of 
men ; — ** If I am a child of God, why am not 
J thus and thus?" Let Chrift, either fuffering 
for you, or ordering your fufFerings, be fo eyed» 
that you may in a manner forget and lofe your- 
felf in him; or if a weak and pain'd body makes 
you think of wretched felf, let it be to lay it 
down with compofure at Jefus's feet, or to take 
up the burden of the crofs with cheerful refig- 
natio !• 1 hope to hear foon of your being re- 
coveit'J ill body and ftrengthened in foul by 
this aftii61:ion. 

^ Is any prayer acceptable to God, which is 
n(Jt the dictates of his own Spirit"? If you 
wean by the ditlates of the Spirit, his influence 
•an the anind tojhew us our wants, and upon the 
heait to make us dejire a fupply oi them: I anfwcr, 

*' no,- 
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IK) ; For a prayer, which hath not, at leaft, the 
above mentioned qualities, is only a vain bab- 
bling. 

" Does a believer always pray with the Spi- 
rit's affiftance"? Ves, when he prays as a believer^ 
and not as a parrot : for at his loweft thnes, he 
has, more or lefi, a fight of his wants, and a defire 
to have them fupplied; and this he could not 
have, did not the Spirit work upon his mind 
and heart. 

I hope you link inwardly into nothingf and 
through nothing into the immenjity of God. I 
fee a little, through mercy, into the beauty oi 
humiliation ; I find the* miniftry of condemna- 
tion glorious; and 1 love to take, every moment, 
the curfe out of Mofes's hand, as well as the 
Heffing out of Chrift's. The Lord grant that 
you and I, and all our friends, may do it more 
feelingly and conftantly every hour! 

May the Phyfician of foul and body refreftit 
•fkengthen, eftabliih, and thoroughly heal you, 
by the virtue of his blood and the word of his 
power! Bear well, and farewell. Your un- 
worthy fervant, L F* 



Madelcy, May 27th, 1766^ 

Mifs Hatton. 

My dear Friend, ^ 

T Am glad to hear that the God 

■^ of allmercyand grace has raif- 

«a yx)u from the bed of ficknefss, where his love 

had confined you. It is good to fee his works 

in the deep^ and then to amc and fing his 

praifes 
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praifes in the land of the living. A touch of 
pain or ficlaels I find always prc^tablc to we^ 
as it rivets on my foul the thoughts of my no- 
thingnefs, heipleirne&, and mortality; and Ibews 
me in a clearer light, the vanity of all the tran^ 
litory fccnes of life. May- yoiur aflii&ions have 
the fame efie6l i4>on you, as long as you live. 
May you be more fieadfaft than 1 am, to retain 
the deep impreflions, which God's gradous rod 
iiiay have left upon your foul : and may yoH 
learn to lay yourielf out more for the Lordt and 
to do whalfoever your hand findeth to do, with 
jJl your raiffht; knowings that there is no wif* 
Horn, nor ckvice iii the grave» whither we art 
going. 

If a fparrow falleth not to the ground, rior t 
hair from our head, without our heavenly Fa- 
ther's leave, it is certain, that higher circum- 
fiances of our lite are planned by the wife and 
eracious Governor of all things. This kind of 
Faith in Providence, I find of indifpenfible i>Cr 
ceffity to go calmly through life, and, I think 
too, through death alfo. 

The coming of Mr* Wefley's preacher's mt# 
my pariih gives me no uneafinefs : As I am fenfi- 
ble that every body does better, and, of courfe, 
is more acceptable . than .myfelf, I fhould be for- 
ry to deprive any one of a blefling; and / rejoicf 
that the work of God goes on, by any injtttment^ 
ox in any place. How far n might have, been ex- 
pedient, to have poftponed preaching regularly 

in my parifh, till the minifter of'. had 

been rtconciled io the invafion of his ; and hoi«[ 

far this might have made ipy way fmootker^ I do 

toot pretend to deten^ine i time will ihow it^ 

' - ■ andi 
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and, in the mean while, I find it good to have 
faith in Providence, 

I fear I have left as great a ftink at Bath as 
Mr. Brown a fweet favour here. Every thin^ 
is good to me that Ihews me my unprofitablencli 
more and more; but I dellre to grieve, that the 
good of my private humiliation is fo much over 
balanced by the lofe of many about me. — ^Thc 
Lord fill you with all peace and joy in youf 
foul, and with all ftrength and health in your 
body! My refpefts wait upon your mother and 
filler, and all friends. Farewell. !• F. 



Madeley, June 21ft, 1^66. 

Mi& Hatton. 

My dear Friend, 



I 



Am much concerned to hear, 
by Mrs. Power, that you are fo 
weak; but my concern has greatly increafed, 
fince I was told, that the foundation of your 
illnefs was laid at Madeley, and I am afraid by 
my imprudence, in taking you to the woman, 
with whom we received the facrament. I alk 
God's pardon and yours for it, and I hope it 
will be a means of humbling me, and making 
me more tender of my friends. ' 

The advice you give me about my health is 
feafonable : I hope to follow it, nor am I con- 
fcious to have negleAed it at all; however, I 
will endeavour, that there be not fo much as the 
(hadow of a call for repeating it. 

If the air at Wem does not agree with yoi^ 
could you xK)t come fo far as Madeley? The 

remedy 



iew*d ji ifc-efteit GboA fuodefefoUv . ^pli?d ; wberf 

the wound was given; anAjjWfcgJk jl :apn m 
muvftfMW I'Klvc inoen the:lc<)n4iK«ry ?of ofie; to 
yoikil hfipd we flf»)ti Id wait ufH)n yoi^.witfe n}Cfft 
Icttdemcfe, thiia wheayou were here laft. Mm 
Power, would nurfc you, and J wo*»ld tali tqyou 
^f tbe love of Jefus as Ttell as I.cpuU. 
, You koow tbat I perceived your, bodily weak- 
n^h wheu; ypu iwetc.bere, ^tndl ^bar.ged }Km .with 
vh?t ypu. charge =^me [tfith,; ** 4 nflgJ^'A of your 
bcidy*? ?If J wa$'iright,'I.hope you )will foilovr 
yourrelf.Uie. lid vice. y<i)ti giv^ me— •! am fvire you 
will — the burnt child will dread the fire for the 
time to come. 

.>;;^titH;fg^fd'tp'Ji:n§eti|ig, >ou mufl confider 
what your body can bear, without incop^venienc/c 
to your health. To recover th^t,^ if^ydMtxjfUf^ktrti 
calling noiv: therefore, fo'fj^iit'fh^ Irait'between 
the ir>dolence- of .^ature and' tke weaknefs of 
iyoucbpfly, that neiijicr.of .tbertwo may be in- 
<}r^fed<. ' ' . i • • •' 

\. Offer yoarfclf tQ 6qd for \j^t ox-, ^d^afli, fof 
«af{e' or pain,; tor ftrengt^/or^ w.eakiacfet;' Lcj 
hiui cbiuli^. ajid. refuf(? lor you^ .P«)-y:i4!^. yw 
jhufe him tor .your/preftnt and eternsil. pQrticJn. 
l^ want yqii. tobeTa little bolder, in^vgitiwiijg 
upon the 'tJoloin of.pu^ L*ot4:. wcjofe (tftwr 
bne) mucK fweetne/s, dfad maijy degrees c^' hpr 
iiacfs, in ^eing .jChy.pr ^he frilend, \ht^ loving 
FriciKl of w?^?"^ . Prayi' ^^^ A^l^ AM» don't 

' forget tl^'^t your ^h'yfician is ypur tiit^ai^. The 
jyy ot thCj^^rd as.well as his jvoce, .is to be jwar 
Jlrengtlu Love ^ a pflSon .that wa^^s -to be 

^' Airred;. do it in ^U calamef&->-*J Ixmllloye him, 
V I do love hi}ti /^/fc, I fliall.iove.lwm :9ittcA, be;- 
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^- ^lafelie has fcft Lovied me.iEcc :'!' ]fl}?( £ pray 
yoxds Ohfi fweet golpcl ta(k« AccufUtx) youxieif 
to loofc'Upon your body is. the temple of th© 
Holydioft, and 'meet. him in your heart by. 
fiiAple recoilcftiohy and Ji ftcady belief of* ibele 
go^ truths^ ♦•He is here/': fVbe^is in nic 
fee :" * nor do you Ut them go fijir any thing -j-du 
db fedi^^oi? you do not feci. May God blefs, 
comfort, eftablilh, and raife you ! Farewell : 

I. f . 



Madeley, ^ly -^-^r- 1765; 

Mifa Ireland. 

My very dear Friend, 

•T'HE poor account ybwr father 
-*- 'has brought us of your healthy 
md his apprehenfions of not feeing you any 
more,' before that folemn day when all people^ 
nations, and tongues fhall ftand together at the 
bar of God, make me venture {together .with 
my love to you) to fend you a few lines; and 
Hiy earn eft prayer to God is, that they may bo 
blelfed to-yom- foul. •- '- . « 

Firft, then, my dear ftiend, let inc befe^h 
you not to flatter yourfelf with ^ tht hopes of 
living long here 6n earth. Thefe hop^s fill us 
Ifwttt 'Worldly thought^; atid make us backward 
io'prepare for our Change. I would ;noti £ov thci 
woiid, ei4^rta:fc fiich thoughts lalfout. mylfclf*! 
I ^havt now in my parito/^ -young iiian v wha 
kas been* thefe two yeard urfid^ the fmrgeonV 
hand.. Since they have given him up, -which mp 
albout two mcMiths ago, 1^ hag Beit6i the. LiO(d» 

and 
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and foimd'in him^ that favinjr health vrhicb 
furpafTes a thoufand times that which the furge* 
ons flattered him with; and he now longs to 
depart and be with Chrift which is far better* 
To fee the bridge of life cut off behind u$» and 
to have done with all the thoughts of repairing 
it to go back into the world, has a natural ten* 
dency to make us venture forward to the foot 
of the erofs. 

2dly. Confider, my dear, how good the Lord 
is to call you to be tranfplanted into a better 
world, before you have taken deeper root in this 
finful world: and, if it is hard to nature to die 
-now, how much harder, do you think, it would 
be, if you lived to be the mother of a family, 
and to cleave to earth by the ties of many new 
relations, fchemes of gain, or profpefts of hap- 
pinefs? 

3dly. Refleft, by your illnefs, the Lord, 
who forecafts for us, intimates long life would 
not be for his glory, nor your happinefs. I be- 
lieve, he takes many young people from the evil 
to come, and out of the way of thofe temptati- 
ons, or misfortunes, which would have made 
them miferablc in time and hi eternity. 

4thly. Your earthly father loves you much ; 
— ^witnefs the hundrecfs of miles he has gone for 
the bare profpeft of your health : but, my dear, 
your heavenly Fatner loves you a thoufand 
times better; and he is all wifdom, as well as all 

foodnefs. Allow, then, fuch a loving, gracious 
ather to chufe for you; and, if he chufes death, 
acquiefce, and fay, as you can, Good is the mil of 
the Lordf his choice mnft be beft ! 
Sthly* Weigh the linfulnefs of Cn, both, 

original 
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original and aSual, and firmly believe the wages 
of lin is death. This will make you patiently 
accept the punifhment ; efpecialiy, if you confi- 
der, that Jefus Chrift, by dying for us, ha* 
taken away the fling of death, and turned the 
grave into a paffage to a bleffed eternity. 

6thly. Try, my dear, to get nearer to the 
dear Redeemer. lie hath delivered usfirom the curfe 
of the law, being made a curfe for us.* He hath 

Suenched the wrath of God in his atoning 
lood. By his atoning blood, by his harmleis 
life, and painful death, he has (atisfied all the 
demands of the law, and juftice of God ; by his 
xefurreftion he alferted the full difcharge of all 
our fpirituai debts; by his afcenfion into hea- 
ven, where he is gone to prepare us a place, he 
has opened a way to endlefs glory. By h\B 
powerful interceflion, and the merits of his 
blood, which plead continually for us, he keeps 
that way open ; and to encourage us, he affures 
us. He is the way, the truth, and the life, and that, 
he who conies to htm, he will in no wife cajl out. He 
mildly offers reft to the heavy laden, pardpn.tp 
the guilty, ftrength to the feeble, and life to 
the dead. You know his words, / am the re- 
furrection, and the life ; he that helieveth on me, though 
he were dead, yetJhaU he live; and he that Uveth, and 
believethin me, (hall never die. 

ythly. When you have confideted your loft 
ftate, as a finner by nature, together with the 
gredtnels, the fuinefs, the freenels, and fuitable- 
nefs of Chrift's falvation, and when you have 
diligently viewed the glories and charms of his 
perlon, believe in him. Without any ceiemo- 
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'tijr, chufe him for your Phyfician, your HuP- 
band, and your King. Be not afraid to venture 
•upon and truft in him; caft yourfelf.on him in 
frequent afts of reliance, and ftay yoAr foul on 
him by means of his promifes. Pray, much for 
faith, and be not afraid of accepting, ufing, and 
thanking God for a little. The fmoking flax he 
will not quench ; only pray hard, that he would 
How it up into a blaze of light and love* 

8thly. Beware of impatience, repining, and 
peevilhneCs, which are the fins of lick people. 
Be gentle, «ify to be pleafed, and refigned as 
the bleeding Lamb of God. Wrong tempers 
indulged, grieve, if they do not quench, the 
Spirit. 

9thly* Do not repine at being in a ftrange 
country, far from your friends; and, if your 
going to France does not anfwer the end pro- 
pofed to your body, it will anfwer a fpiritual 
end to yom* foul. God fuffers the broken reeds 
•of your acquaintance to be out of your reach, 
that you may not catch at them, and that you 
^may, at once, caft ybur loiiefome foul on the 
bofom of Him, who fills heaven and earth. 

' lothly. In praying, reading, hearing any 
perfon read, and meditating, do not confult 
feeble, fainting, weary fielh and blood ; for at 
this rate, death may find you idle, and fupine, 
inftead of fl:riving to enter in at the ftrait gate; 
find when your fpirits and vigour fail, remem- 
ber, that the Lord is the ftrength of your life, 
and your portion for ever. O death, where is 
thy fting? Thanks be to God, who giveth us 
the victory, through Jefus Chrift our Lord! 

. Many pray hard for you, that you may ac- 
quit 
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fuit yourfelf living or dying, in eafe or in- pain^ 
as a wife virgin, and as a good (oldier of Jefus 
Chrift; but, above all, Jefus, the Captain of your 
falvation, and the High Prieft of your profeuion, 
intercedes mightily for you. Look to him, aud 
be faved, even from the ends of France. To 
his pity, love, and power, I recommend you. 
May he blefs you, my dear friend — lift up the 
light of his countenance upon you, and give 
you peace and courage, repentance, faith, hope; 
and patient love, both now and evermore! I 
am your affcdionate, fincere friend, and fervant 
in Jefus, I. F. * 

Madeley,july 1765. 

James Ireland Efq. 

My very dear Friend, 

Y OUR abfence made me poftr 
^ poiie thanking you for all 
the kindnefs you fliewed me when at Briftol; 
and,, to lay me under ftill greater obligationsj. 
you havq fent me a hamper full of wine,, aiwl 
broadcloth; as if it were not enough to.adorck 
and cover the outfide, but you muil alfo warm 
and nourifh the infide of the body. 

To this you have added a kind^ but melan- 
choly letter from Dover. Melancholy I fay^ 
as well as kind, by the account it gives of the 
worldlinefs .of our Proteftant brethren abroad^ 
and of the little hope you have of feeing youc 
daugliter again. My reafon for not anlwering 
it immediately was the hope of lending by 
fome friends going to Briftol ; and naw,. I k^\A 
P 2 ' the 



die cfportiBiity of telling you, without farAef 
delay, that you fhould have a little mercy oa 

Jour friends, in not loading them with fixdi 
urdens of beneficence. How would you like 
to be loaded with kindnefles you could not re* 
turn? Were it not for a little of that grace^ 
which makes us not only willing, but happy to 
be nothing, to be obliged and dependant, yout 
prefent would make me quite miferable. Bui 
the mountains of divine mercy, which pre& 
down my foul, have inured me to bear the hills 
of brotherly kindnefs. 

1 fubmit to be clothed and nouriflied by you, 
as your fervants are, without having the happi- 
neis of ferving you. To yield to this is as hard 
to friend (hip, as to fubmit to be faved by free 
grace, without one fcrap of our own lighteouf* 
nels. However, we are allowed, both in religi- 
on and friendfhip, to eafe ourfelves by thanks 
wnd prayers, till we have an opportunity of do- 
ing it by a6tions. I thank you then, my dear 
friend, and pray to God, that you may receive 

his benefits as I do yours J ^Your broad doth 

can lap me round two or three times ; but the 
mantle of divine love, the precious fine robe of 
JelWs righteoulhefs, can cover your foul a thou- 
land times. The cloth, fine and good as it is, 
will not keep out a hard fiiower; but that gar- 
ment of ialvation will keep out even a fhowci 
of brimftonc and fire. Your cloth will wear 
o^Ur but that fine linen the righteoufnefs of the 
iiiuts, will appear with a finer luftre the more it 
i$ worn. The moth may fret your prefent, or 
the taylor may fpoil it in cutting; but the pre- 
iiDuti which Jefus has made you, is out of the 

reach 
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teach of the fpoiler, and ready for prefent wear; 
nor is there any fear of cutting it out wrong ; 
tor it is feamkis, woven from the top through- 
out, with the white unbroken warp of thirty 
three years perfeA obedience, and the red weft 
of his agony and fufferings unto death.. . 
. Now, my dear friend, let me befeech you to 
accept of this heavenly prefent,. as 1 accept of 
your earthly one. I did not fend you one 
iarthing to purchafe it ; it came unfought,. un* 
aiked, unexpefted, as the Seed of tlie wQinan*^ 
and it came juft as 1 was fending a taylorr to buy 
me fome cloth for a new coat,* immediately J 
ftopt him, and I hope when you next fee me, it 
will be in your prelent. — ^Now let Jefus fee yod. 
in his. Walk in white, adorn his gofpel,. whil^ 
he beautifies you with the garment of falvatioiu. 
Accept it freely ; wear no more the old rufty 
coat of nature and felf-righteoufnefs,r— fend no 
more to have it patched,* make your boaft of 
an unbought fuit, and love to wear the livery 
of Jefus.. You will then love* to do his work;, 
it will be your meat and drink to do it ; and 
that you may be vigorous in doing it, as I ihall. 
takje a little of your wine for my iTomach's iake,, 
take you a good deal of the wine of the king- 
dom for your foul's fake. Every promife of tlie 
gofpel is a bottle, a cafk that has a fpring with- 
in, and can never be drawn out. But draw the 
Gork of unbelief, and drink abundantly, Q .be- 
loved, nor be afraid of intoxication ; and if an 
P 3 inflamr 



*Mr. Fletcher's generous fiicnd had kindly reqiicfl.d him noti 
to fend ills coat to be patched ; hence this ingeuious and a{fe^ion<f ■ 
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inflammation fellowst it will cMily be that of 

divine love. 

I beg you will be more free with the heavenly 
wine, than I have been with the esurthly, which 
you Tent me. 1 have not tailed it yet, but 
whofe fault is it? Not youra cerUinl)^, but 
mine. If you do not drink daily fpiritual 
health and vigour out of the cup of falvation, 
whofe fault is it ? Not Jefus's, but yours ; for 
he gives you his righteoufnefs to cover your 
nak^nefs, and the confolations of his ^int to 
cheer and invigorate your foul. Accept and 
life. Wear, drink, and live to God. That you 
»ay heartily and conftantly do this, is my 
fincere prajier for you and yours; efpecially 
your poor daughter, whom I truft you have re- 
figned into the hands of him, to whom fhe is 
nearer than to you. The wife Difpofer of all 
things knows what is beft for her. The hairs 
of her head, much more the days of her life^ 
are all numbered. The Lord often deftroys 
the body, that the foul may be feved : and if 
this is the cafe here, as one may reafonably 
hope, you will not fay unto the Lord, " IVhai 
doejl thou?*' But fay with the father, who loft 
two foas ill one day, " // is the Lord, let kirn do 
zvhatfoever he plcafeth;*^ or with him, who loft 
ten children at one ftroke, ** The Lord gave, and 
the Lard taketh awayy and blejfed be ike name of the 
Lordr Adieu. I. F. 
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Madeley, July 17th, 1766. 

Mils Hatton. 

My very dear Friend^ 

T Want to hear of you, if I can* 

-*• not hear from you by a line. 

The lafl; account I had of your ftate of health 

was a very poor one.. What hath the Lord 

done for your body lince ? 

My dear friend, we are all going the way of 
all flcfli; and though you are more fenfible of 
the journey in your body than I am at prefent, 
yet 1 follow you, or perhaps you follow me. 
i often feel a defire to bear your load for you ; 
but the impoffibility of this makes me rejoice, 
that Jefus,. who does not faint as I might do, 
will and does carry both you and your burden. 
By a firm,, unfliaken faith, you know, we caft 
our fouls upon Jcfus, and by that power, where- 
by he is able to fubdue all things to himfelf, he 
receives, and bears that which we commit to 
bim. 

That this faith may be the firmer on our part, 
let it be rational as well as afFeftionate ; affe&ion* 
ate as well as rationale God is good : he does 
not want us to take his word without proof. 
What expeftations of the dear Meffias from the 
beginning of the world! What amazing chains 
of miracles and wonders were wrought in fa- 
vour of that people and family, from which he 
was to come! What prophecies fulfilled, that 
we might rationally believe! What difplays 
of the Godhead, in that heavenly Man, Chrift 
Jefus! In him dwelt , of a truth, the fulnejs of the 
Godhead bodily— Yovl fee the power of God in 

his 
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his miracles; the goodnefs of God in iiis cha- 
rafter; the juftice and mercy of God in hi$ 
dejith; the truth, and faithfulnefs, and glory of 
God in his refurreSion, in the coming of his 
Spirit, and the preaching of his cverlaftin^ gof- 
pel. O, my friend, we may believe rationally: 
we may. with calm attention view the emptinefs 
of all other religions, and the fuhiefs of affur«- 
ance that ours affords. — ^And fhali we not be- 
lieve affetlionately alfo? Let us ftir up ourfelves 
to love this Jefus, who hath given himfelf to us 
with all his blood, all his grace, and all his 
glory. Congie, give him your whole /om/, my 
dear friend, and take him with all his pardons, 
all his love, all his ftrength.. If he wants you 
to embrace him in his faint, bloody fweat, or in 
his wracking tortures on the.crofs. draw not 
back — love, him, love him, and let not the grav^ 
frighten you : it is good, to drop, our clay in his 
quiet fepulchre, and to follow him on the wings 
of faith and love, without a clo§ of fickly flelh, 
to heaven. He died for us, and rofe again^ thatf 
whether we live or die, we might be together with him : 
to us to live is Chrijl, and to die gain^ He hath 
blotted out 

I am happily interrupted by your kind letter. 
Blefled be God for the profpeft of recovery you 
mention ! All is well that Jefus does: fick or 
well, living or dying, we will be Jefus's. 

-With regard to your complaint of flothful- 
nefs, your body cannot bear the ftrong exer- 
tions of a wreftling faith ; tlierefore, you are 
called, I apprehend, with a calm confent to accept 
of the gofpcl tidings, and, with the quietnels of 
a cliild at the bread/ to fuck the milk of divine 

confola- 
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oonfolaiawi. Inward, loving^ believing recoW 
kftion and refignation is the path, into which 
our dear heavenly Friend wants now to lead 
you. Be faithful, be bold to follow where he 
leads: make no words — no unbelieving words ^ and 
adl will be well. Farewell in body and foul. 

I. F. 



Madeley, July 28th, 1166. 

Mifi Hatton. 

My dear Friend, 

T Hear ftill a very indifferent ac- 

•^ count of your health. I ftand 

fa doubt as to your bodily life ; but it is in the 

hand of Jefus, and Jefus is wife, Jefus is good, 

Jefus is almighty: he will, therefore, difp<rfe of 

Jou for the beft. While you fee the fcale» 
overing, and it may be that of life flowly de- 
fcending towards a quiet grave, calmly look at 
Jefus ; and when the feeblenefs of your fpirits 
prevents you from crying out, in extatick love, 
My Lord and my God! let your devoted, refigned, 
patient heart ftill whifper, ^hy will be done ! 

Your laft letter raifed my hopes of your reco^ 
very; Mr. Perry, who faw you fince, damps 
them again: but whether we liver we live to the 
Lord, or whether we die, we die to the Lord. Not 
for works of righteoufnefs that 'we have done,, but oc* 
carding to his mercy hefamth us ; Glory be to God 
for his unfpeakable gift! Jefus remembers you 
in his all-prevailing interceffion — and, I might 
add, I do in my prayers, if the weight of a 
dancing mote deferved to be mentioned, after 

that 
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that of an iftimenfe mountain. . I am with,, 
Chriftian refpe^ts to our kmd loving friepds at 
Wem, your poor Madcley Aiend, I. F.? 

. Mad€ley,July 30th»i76& 

Mlfs Hatton. 

My dear Friend, 

SO you are likely to be at reft 
firll! Well, the ford's will 
be done! I fhould be glad to have'you ftay to* 
help us to the kingdom' of God ; but if God 
wants to take you there, and houfe you before a 
ftoriii, I itiall only cry — ** One of the chariots 
of Ifrael, and the horfemen thereof" — and try 
to make the belt of my way after you. 

A calm receiving of the gofpNel tidings,, upon" 
a conviftioa of your loft' ef^ate, with fuitable 
tem^^ers, is a figii that you are in afafejlate; but 
I want you altogether in a comfortable one. Your 
butinels, I apprehend, is not to turn the dung- 
Jiill of nature, bat to fuck th« gofpel, milk; 
pwell much, if not altogether, upon fref jujUJi^ 
cation, through the redemption that U in Chrijl J ejus* 
View the fufficiency, fulnefs, fuitablenels, free- 
nefs of his atonement and righteoufnefs ; and 
hide yourfelf without delay under both. Look 
at death, only as a door to let you out of mani- 
fold infirmities and pains, into the arms of 
Jefus, your heavenly Bridegroo^i. Stir up 
faith, hope, .and love; thiat is trimming your 
lamp. Since laft Monday, I find the burden of 
your foul upon mine in a very particular man^ 
ncr,, and I hope that I fhall not ceafe to praj? 

fox 
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for you, that you may go not oilly calmly, but 
joyfully^ the way of all fiefh. I have got fome 
praying fouls to fliare with me in that profitable 
work, and I hope you will meet our Ipirits at 
the throne of grace as we do yours. 

Let me have the comfort of thinking, that 
you are with your'Phyfician, Hufband, and all; 
who will order all things for the beft. Pray 
hard, believe harder, and love hardeft* Let the 
cry of your foul be, ** None but Jefus living, 
none but Jefus dying." Let Chrift be your 
life, and then death, whether it comes, fooner or 
later, will be your gain. 

Mr. Glazebrook waits for thefe lines, and I 
conclude by ag.iin entreating you to believe. 
Only believe^ faid Jefus to the Ruler, — and faith 
will work by love, and love by a dejire to depart 
and to be with Chrift. God the Father, Son, > 
and Holy Ghoft, blefs, uphold, and comfort 
you! Farewell, and forget not to pray for 
your heJplefs friend, L F. 



Mifs 



My very dear Friend, 

TPHE providence of our good 
■*• God brought me fafe here 
laft Thurfday^ loaded witli a fenfe of your ex-.^ 
ceffive kindnefs, and my exceffive unworthinefs 
of it. Your Araunah-like. fpirit ihames and 
diftreffes me : I am not quite gitisfied about your 
evafions with refpeel to the l^ll; and tho' I grant 
it more blefled to give than to receive, I think 
you fhould not be Xo felfifh ^s to cngrofs all 

that 
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tfiat bicflednefs to yourfelf. Ncrerthelcfe I 
drop my upbraidings not to lofe that time in 
them which I ihould fave to thank you, and to 
praife Jefus* I thank you, then, for all your 
favours, but above all for your fccret prayeis 
for a poor, unworthy, unprofitable wretch, who 
deferves neither the name of a Minifter, nor of 
a Chriilian. If you are fo kind as to continue 
them, (which I earneftly beg you will) I bc- 
feech you pray, that I may have power to tarry 
at the footftool of divine mercy for a day of 
Peutecoft, till I am endued with power from on 
high for the work of the miniftry, and the 
blcifings of Chriftianity. 

1 know not whether I am wrong in this re- 
fpect, but I expeft a power from on high to 
make me what I am not — an inftrument to fhcw 
forth the prailes of the Redeemer, and to do 
fome good to the fouls of my fellow creatures. 
Until this power comes, it appears to me that I 
fpend my paltry ftrcngth in vain, and that I 
might ab well fit ftilL But I know I muft keep 
rowing tho' the wind be contrary, till Jefus 
comes walking upon the waters, tho' it were m 
the laft watch of the night. 

You liee that while you praife on the top of 
the mountain, I hang my untuned harp on the 
mournful willow at the bottom. But Jefus was 
in Gethfemane as well as on Tabor, and while 
he bleiles you, he fympathizes with me. But 
this is Ipeaicing too much about felf; good and 
bad felf muft be equally denied, and He that is 
the fuinefs of Him who fills all in all, muft fill 
my thoughts, my defires, my lettei-s, and my alL 
Come tiien, Lord, come and drop into our fouls 

as 



as the dew into Gideon's fleece ; drop thy blef- 
fing oa thefe lines, and may thy fweet name, 
Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us, be as oint- 
ment and rich perfumes poured upon my dear 
Sifter's foul! Spread thy wings of love over her ; 
reward her an hundred fold in temporal and 
fpiritual blefUngs, for the temporal and fpiritual 
mercies flie hath beftowed upon me as thy fer- 
vant; and vouchfafe to make and keep me fuch! 

I want you to write to me what you think of 
the life of faith, and whether you breathe it with- 
out' interruption; whether you never leave 'that 
rich palace — Chrift, to return to that dungeon, 
felf; what your feelings are when faith is at 
its lowefl ehoj and when it afts mofl poxverfnlly? 
I {hould be glad alfo if you would aniwer thefe 
queftions — ^What views have you of another 
world? What fenfe have you of the nearnefs 
of Chrift ? What degree of fellowfhip with the 
fouls neareft your heart? What particular in^ 
timations of the will of God in intricate af- 
fairs, and material fteps? And whether you 
can reconcile the life of faith with one wrong 
temper in the heart ? 

If you are fo good as to anfwer thefe queftions 
at large, you wilt oblige me more, than if you 
were to fend me 200 waift coats and as many 
pair of ftockings.— Jefus is life, love, power^ 
truth, and righteoufnefs. Jefus is ours; yea, 
he is over all, through all, and in us all. May 
we fo fathom this myftery, and fo evidence the 
reality of it, that many may fee, and fear, and 
turn to the Lord! My kind love and thanks 
wait upon your Sifters &c. Farewell in Jefus* 
Pray for your obliged, unworthy fervant, I. F. 
Q Madeiey, 
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Madcley, Sep. 1766* 

Mifs Hatton. 

My very dear Friend, 

/^ OD wonderfully fupports your 
- ^^ tottering clay, that hje may, 
fill up what is lacking in your faith. Concur 
with the merciful defign : arife in fpirjt, ftake 
off the duft of earthly thoughts, put on your 
glorious apparel — put. on, ^very moment^ th^ 
liordjefus Chrift. Dare to believe— on Chrift 
Uy hold ; wreftle with Chri(l in n^ighty, or evep 
in feeble, prayer. He breaks not the bruife4 
reed; let the reed be grafted, by fimple faith, ia 
the true vine, — in the tree of life, and it will 
bring forth glorious fniit; not only refignation, 
but power to welcome the King dilarmed of hi^i 
terrors, and turned into a meflenger of joy, and 
a guide, under Chrift, to heavenly happincfs* 
liet not one feeble breath pafs, without carry* 
ing an a6l of defire, or of faith towards Chrift. 
Eeftir yourfelf to lay hold on God, ^nd wheix 
you find an ab folate want of power ^ be you th^ 
more p^reful to lie at the feet of Him, who 
J^ath all pow^r given him in earth and heaveq 
fqr you. Farewell, my dear friend, that is, be 
found in Chriil; for there only can we farewell^ 
whether we live or die. I. F. 



Ni^eley, 
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Mad^ley, Jan# 9th, 1^6'Js 

Mlfs Hatton. ^ . 

My dear Friend, 

^HE alteration for the woffe 1 
-^ difcdveted in your health, the 
bft time I had the pleaftire of feeing you, makes 
the fit down to take a fiirvey with you of our 
ajjphrdaching diffolutiGin,, The dream of life 
If'ill fODn be over ; the ttiorning of eternity will 
foon fucceed. A\^ay theti with all the fhadows 
cif titrie. Avriy froto them to the Eternal Sub- 
fanc^-^to J'efuSy thefrjl and the lajU by whom^ and 
for whom^ all things \:dnjijh 

We ftand on the fhore of a boundlefs ocean: 
<Ieath| like a lion, comes to break our bones; 
let us quietly fifrip ourfelves of our mortal robes, 
that he lii^y do with us, as ttie Lord fliall per- 
riiit. ill the mean while, let us ftep into the 
ark; Chrift is the ai'k. My dear friend, believe 
in Jefus: believe that your fins, red as crimfon, 
are made' white as fnow, by the fupefior tinfture 
4of his blood* itelieve yourfelf into Chrift* 
By fftnple faith, believe that he is your ever- 
lafting Hezld; hdr can you believe a lie, for 
OW hath given that dear Saviour to the worft 
of firtnets, to be received by a lively faith; and 
hath declared, tliat it fhall be done unto us, ac- 
cording to our faith* If you fimply take Jefus to 
be ycTur head^ by the myfTery of faith, you will 
he imited id the refufrefiicHi arid fh^ life. Thfc 
bittertiefe of d^ath is part, my dear friend. 
Only look tb Jetus : he died for you — died in 
your plac«?— died under the fi^owns of Heaven^ 
Ihat \^e might di^ iirider its fm4e&. Tha head 
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'was (truck ofF, that the members might be fpa* 
•red. Stand, then, in him; be found in him; 
plead that he hath wrought a finlefs righteouf- 
nefs for you, and hath more than fufficiently 
atoned for you, by his cruel fufferings and ig- 
nominious death. Regard neither unbelief nor 
doubt ; fear neither fin nor hell ; chufe neither 
life nor death: all thefe are fwallowed up in 
the immenfity of Chrift, and triumphed over in 
his crofs. Believe, that he hath made an end 
of fm, that you are comely in him, that you are 
pardoned, accepted, and bleloved of God, in the 
one Mediator, Jefus Chrift. Reafon not with 
tlie law, but only with Him, who fays, Camef and 
let us reafon together ; though your fins he as fcarlet^ 
theyjhall be as zMte as fnoief. Fight the good fight 
of faith. Hold faft your confidence in the 
atoning, fanftifying blood of the Lamb of God; 
through his blood the Accufer of the brethren 
is caft out. Confer no more with flefh and 
blood. Hunger and thirft after righteoufnefs ; 
eat the fleih and drink the blood of the Redeem- 
er; and live in Chrift, that you may die in 
him. Up, and be doing the work of God. Be- 
lieve in Him, whom he hath fent: kifs the Son 
left he be angry; grafp him, as one, who hath 
fallen into deep waters, grafps the branch that 
hangs over him, 

O flumber no more! Go meet the Bride- 

f;room. Behold, he cometh! Trim your lamp; 
lold up the veffel of your heart to the ftream- 
ing wounds of Jefus, and it Ihall be filled with 
the oil of peace and gladnefs. Quit yourfelf 
like a foldier of Jefus. Look back to the world, 
the things, and friends about you no mare. I 

entreat 
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'€iitr€(a you^ as a companion in tribulation, I charge 
yOUf as a minifter, gOr af every breath you draw, 
According to the grace and power given you, to 
the PhyTfciafi, who gives no body over — tliat 
fays, Him that comet h unto me^ I will in no wije cajl 
out ; and, he that believeth in me, tho* he were dead, 
yetjhall fie live* 

E'er long there will be time no mott. O vtiy 
friend ! ftir up yourleli to lay hokl on? him by 
faith and prayer ; and let not thofe few lands, 
that remaitl in your glafs, flow without the 
blood of Jeftis-. They ard too precious to be 
offered: up to? flothful flelh, which is ;goirig to 
turn out its immortal inhabitant. <5Iadly refign 
your duft to the duft \^hence it was taken, and 
your fpirit to Him who gave and redeemed it* 
Look to him, in fpite of flelh and' bloody of 
Satan and unbelief; and joyfully fin^ the be- 
liever's fong, (y deatltf where is thy jiing ? grave^ 
ifAere is thy vidtory? "I' hanks be to God, who givetk 
us the jnSoryy through our Lord Jefus Chrijl ! Let 
your furviving friends rejpice over you, as one 
faithful unto 3eath-^as one triumphing in death 
itfclf. 

I am juft informed of dear Mife Tragena''g 
death. She caught a fever in vifiting the poor.> 
fick of that dillemper, and lived a week to it and 
and rejoice in dying pains. As fhe Iwed, i)rJt 
jdicd, — a burning and a (hiniag light. ;E*ej^ 
Jong you will meet her in Abraham's^ bofom^; 
whence ihe beckons you to follow her as ihi 
followed Chnft. Be of jgood cheer, be not a- 
friid : the fame XJod, who hclj>ed her, wiU 
iijarry you through* Your bulinefs is to com- 
tjiieua jourfelf io him — hi^^ to J^e^ laie that 
4^ J whucli 
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which you commit to him unto that day. To 
liis faithfiilnefs and love I commend you; and 
am. My dear friend, yours in him, !• F« 



Madeley, Jan. 30th, l^6^• 



Mrs« Hatton. 

Dear Madam, 



T Heard laft night the news of 
-"- Mifs Hatton's death. As the 
ftroke had long threatned you, and as flie had, 
thro' mercy, long ago refigned herfelf to it; j 
hope it halh not found you without the ihield 
or rcfignation, patience, aixi confidence in God. 
A fparrow^ you know, falls not to the ground 
without his permiflion, much lefs can a member 
of his Son fall into the grave without his di- 
reAion, Surely his wifdoin is infallible: he 
hath chofeu the better part both for you and 
your daugliter ; he hath chofen to take her out 
of l\er miler)*, to tranllate her to the place where 
the weary are at reft, and to give you, by re- 
moving her, an opportunity of caring for your 
foul, as you cared lor her body. 

Now, what have you to do. Madam, but to 
put your hand upon your mouth, and fey, // // 
ihe Lordi he gaue^ ana be halh tdxcn amay; blejfed 
be his holy natnel ' If you Ibrrow, let it be in hope 
of meeting her focn, all glorious within and 
without, whom you lately law fuch a fpeftacle 
of mortality* David obferveJ, in the leflbn for 
this morning, that the love of Jonathan had been 
better to him than the love of women* O dwell 
ch upon the ronGderation of the love of 

Jefus, 
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Jefus, and you will find that it far furpafles that 
of the moft dutiful children : and comfort your- 
felf by the believing thought, that Jefus lives, 
lives for you^ and that your daughter lives in 
him ; where you will foon have the joy to meet 
her as an incarnate angel. 

I am, with prayers for you and Mifs Fanny, 
to whom I wilh much confolation in her elder, 
never dying Brother, Dear Madam, your un- 
worthy obliged fervant in Chrift, !• F. 

Madeley, Feb. 1767. 

James Ireland Efq. 

My very dear Friend, 

T" HE Lord will fpare your daugh- 
■■■ ter as long as Ihe can get good, 
and do you and others good by the fight of her 
fiifferings : when that cup is drunk up, (he will 
be willing to go, and you to let her go. Re- 
member ibe is the Lord's much more than 
yours ; and that what we call dying is only 
creaking the fheil of a troublefome body, that 
Chrift may fully come at the kernel of the foul, 
which he has bought. 

Poor Mifs Hatton died laft Sunday fortnight, 
foil of ferenity, faith, and Jove. The four laft 
hours of her life were better than all her fick- 
ne(s. When the pangs of death were upon her^ 
the comforts of the .Almighty bore her tri- 
umphantly through, and fome of her laft words 
were — " Grieve not at my happinefs — this 
*** world is no more to me than a bit of burnt 
^ jjaper-rGraceJ Grace I A fmner faved! I 

■•« wilh 
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•• wi(h 1 could tell you half of what I feel and 
*• fec-^I am going fo keep aft ev^flaftmg Sab- 
**• bath — O De»th^ xi^bere is (hy ftifig? O gfavc^, 
^' where is thy viftofy? Thank* be to God, 
** who git^eth me the PitUny^ through liiy Lord 
«' J^fus^ Chriftr* tt i# verf retnarkable, that 
fhe had hardly any joy ift her illnefe; but God 
made her ampie ain^ds Jn her extreifiity. He 
kept the ftrongeft tfftdidtl f^ the time c* need ; 
he does all things w^ll. Riefled, fot ever bici^ 
fed, be his holy iiz^te I 

Worcefterihire alfo lately loft a wife virgin 
of a truth, dear Mils Fragena, Mr. Biddulph's 
filler. The morning before (he expired, Ihe 
faid, ** I have had a ftronger confli^ kft Bight, 
** than I ever had in ail my life; it was Iharp 
" and terrible ; but Jefus hath overcome, and 
'* he will alfo overcome for you and me ; be erf" 
\ ^* good courage^ believe, hope, love, and obey^** 

I wifti you had often fuch meetings as mat 
you mention ; every one (hould have as- many 
thrufts at that crooked ferpent, that koly Devil, 
Bigotry, as he Cdn. If I can leave my pariift, I 
believe it will be to accompany Lady Hisiting* 
don to the Gofhen of our land,-^/orkniire, to 
learri the love of Chrrft at the feet ot my bre^ 
thren and fathers there. I am obliged to you 
ifor the" pfeient you rtiention : 1 have taken a- 
gain to the dtink of my country, water, ^hich 
agrees well with me, and 1 ihail not want it for 
nayfelf: if it is not feut, dimini'h or ftop it ac- 
cording to this notice* Fareweil in the liord 
Jcfus. L F« 



Madeley, 
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Madeley, Feb. I'jSjf 
Mifs Brain* 

T Hope my friend Ireland will not 
grudge me the room I take in his let- 
ter, to thank you for your laft. It is travelling 
about, feeking its fortune, as well as the firft : 
who knows but before it comes home, it will, 
like a baited hook, bring a fifh along with it, 
I hope you go on and profper, and do valiantly. 
I am glad to fee the Lord leads you in the ex- 
alted way of exulting faith, triumphant hope, 
and rapturous love : mount higher and higher ; 
there is no fear of your lofing yourfelf, except 
it be in the boundfefs tracks ot divine mercy, 
and on the eternal hills of redeemhig love; and 
to be loft there is to be happily found. I rejoice 
that you do not lofe fight oi the depth of hu- 
man mifery, and depravity out of Jefus. With 
this ballaft, the ftrongeft blafts of fpiritual rap- 
ture will never overfet you* I alfo thank God^ 
that your faith works by love, and that you love 
not in pen and word only, but m deed and in 
4ruth: fee that you abound herein more and 
more. As I truft you love to do well to your 
neighbours bodies, lee that you ufe well that of a 
neighbour of mine, whofe name is Brain, an<jl 
put her in remembrance to pray for her affec- 
tionate brother and unworthy fervant, !• F, 



Madeley^ 
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Madcley, March 30th, 1767. 

James Ireland Efq. 

My very dear Friend, 

Y^'T^*^*^^^ ^ received your. 
^ kidd letter^ and yout kind pre- 
fent about a month ago: it catiie (afe, and hz 
large ftock for the poor and me. The hoti 
return it you in hving water ; may it flow liMe 
s never failing ftream through your foul, and 
thofe of all wno are near arJd dear to you ; thit 
fa, not only thofe who belong to yotir owh 
houfehold, oat aKo to the hotjfehold of faith. 
What a pleaiure to 1 )ve all, and to be a trell 
trifhet to all! I am giad you keep up yoiir ca- 
^hdlick meefting : a dozen ot yovtt way of thihk^ 
itiff and a6ti!]g would br^ak the legs of thsit 
thief, Bigotry, who reviles the* cruchied flkto- 
i>ets of trie crucified Jefus* God,- ^ho vouch- 
fefed to meet even Balaam, when he %erit fe 
curie Ifrael, will not fail to blefs Vou, wheti you 
py to blefs the fcattered Ifrae'l of out Chtiff. 

To return to your prefent; i rettirn yofu rfifjr 
fmdtfre thsrnk^ foi' it, 2^ Well m for" ill your 
ifermef favours, and iot yout kind offers of he'w 
ones. I havd one to alk no#,- which ia^ that 
you would (lay your hand, and allow me to 
tonfume and weat out the old prefcnt»j withotit 
cnrercharging me vi/ith new oties. I dd not fey, 
ftay your hearty no, let the oil -of pifayer flow 
from the cruife of your foul for me and mine, 
till our poor veffels are filled with the oil of 
humble love. 

What you fay about Mifs Ireland's filling 
puts me in miud of that worfe difeafe of my 

heartt 
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heart, the dropfy of filf. Qod gives me good 
phyfick and good food| but inftead of digefting 
both properly, felf retains what it fhould not. 
Ifllf inftead of remaining empty for frefh food; 
I lofe ray appetite, I fwell, and am good for no- 
thing bvU another operation : M^y the Lord {6 
tap us, that all oui* fwelling may go down, and 
return no more! The good Samaritan, who is 
alfo a good Phyfician, wants to tap you fpiritu- 
ally by the bodily tapping of your daughter. 
To be cut in the fruit of our body is, fometimes, 
more painful than to be cut in our own body: 
may both ihe and you reap the fruit of the 
fuccefsful operation whenever it takes place! 
I am, with cordial affe^lion. My dear Sir, youp 
v^ry much obliged, tho* very unworthy fer-- 
vanti I. F, 

Madeley, April 27th, 1767. 

James Ireland Efq. 

My very dear Friend, 

T Have juft received your letter^ 
upon my arrival from Wales, 
with dear Lady Huntingaon, who is, of a truth, 
a fried Jlone, built upon the corner ftone ; and 
fuch as you have feen her, fuch, I am perfuaded 
you will find her to the fa/?-r-a foul devoted to 
Jefus, living by faith, going to Chrift himfelf 
by the fcriptures, inftead of refting in the letter 
o; the gofpel promifcs, as too many profeflbra 
do. 

I thank you for your care to procure not only 
a fupply for my church, but fuch an agreeable, 

agcepl- 



acceptable, and profitable one as Mr. Brown: 
I kno'^ none that fhould be more welcome than 
he. Tell him, with a thoufand thanks for his 
condefcenfion, that I deliver my charge over to 
him fully, and give him a carte blanche, to do 
or not to do, as the Lord will direft him. I 
have fettled it, that I fhould endeavour to over- 
take my Lady at Keppax in Yorkfhire againft 
the Sunday after Whitfuntide. 

I have juft time to tell you, with regard to 
the Briftol journey, that I muft come firft from 
tlie North, before I dream of going to the South. 
God help us to fteer immoveably to the grand 
point of our falvation, Jefus the crucifed: to him 
I recommend rayfelf and you, and my noble 

{{uefts. Love him, praife him, ferve him, who 
lath loved you, bought- you, and died for you. 
I remain &c !• F. 



Madeley, July 30th, ij€8. 

James Ireland Efo. 

My dear Friend, 

T JNCERTAIN as I am, whether 
^ your daughter is yet alive, or 
whether the Lord hath called her from this vale 
of darknefs and tears, I know not what to fay 
to you on the fubjeft, but this, that our hea- 
venly Father appoints all things for the befl. 
If her days of fufFering are prolonged, it is to 
honour her, with a conformity to the crucified 
Jefus ; if they are ihortened, fhe will have drunk 
all ht^r cup of affliftion; and, I flatter myfelf, 
IS found, at the bottom of it, not the 

bittemefs 
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bittcmefs and the gaul of her fins, but the ho*" 
ney and wine of our divine Saviour's righteouf- 
nefs, and the confolations of his Spirit. 

I had lately fome views of death, and it ap» 
peared to me in the moft brilliant colours. 
What is it to die, but to open our eyes after the 
difagreeable dream of this life, after the black 
Keep in which we are buried on this earth? It 
is to break the p'rifon of corruptible flefh and 
blood, into which fm hath caft us; to draw 
afide^ tlie curtain, to caft off the material veil, 
which prevents us from feeing the Supreme 
Beauty and Goodnefs face to face. It is to quit 
our polluted and tattered raiment, to be inverted 
with robes of honour and glory; and to behold 
the Sun of righteoufnefs in brightnefs, without 
an interpofing cloud. O my dear friend, how 
lovely is death, when we look at it in Jefus 
Chrift! To die, is one of the greateft privileges 
of the Chriftian. 

If Mifs Ireland is ftill living, tell her, a thou- 
fand times, that Jefus is the refurreftion and the . 
life; that he hath vanquifhed and difarmed 
death; that he hath brought life and immortali- 
ty to light; and that all things are ours, whe- 
tner life or death, eternity or time. Thefe are 
thofe great truths upon which fhe ought to rifk, 
or rather to repofe her foul with full affurance. 
Every thing is Ihadow and a lie, in comparifon 
of the reality of the gofpel. If your daughter 
be dead, believe in Jems, and you ftiall find her 
again in him, who fills all in all, who encircles 
the material and fpiritual world in his arms— 
in the imnaenfe bofom of his Divinity. 

I have hot time to write to Mrs. Ireland ; 
R but 
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but I entreat her to keep hcrpromife, and to 
inform me what vi6lories ihe has gained over 
the world, the flefh, and fin. Surely when a 
daughter is dead or dying, it is high time for ^ 
father and a mother to die to all things below* 
and afpire, in good carneft, to that eternal life, 
which God has given us in Jefus Chrift. Adieu» 
my dear friend. Yours, I. F. 

Madelcy, Oft* 14th, lyfiSt 

James Ireland Efq. 

My very dear Friend, 

T Think I told you at Trcvccka, 
•*• that we had no farmers at Ma- 
delcy who feared God and loved Jefus^ Thii 
generation among us are buried in the furrows 
of their ploughs, or under the heaps of com 
which fill their granaries. Now that I am on 
the fpot, I do not fee one who makes it necefla- 
ry for me to change my opinion:* Your bailiff 
cannot come from this Nazareth. 

If the laft efforts of the phyficians fail with 
refpeA to Mifs Ireland, it will at leaft be a 
confolation to you, to know that they have been 
tried* When the laft reed (hall break under 
her hand, that will be the great fignal to her to 
embrace the crofs and the Crucified, the tree of 
life and the fruits it bears, which give everlaft- 
ing health and vigour. When we confider 
things with an evangelical eye, we difcover that 
every thing dies. Things vifible are all tranli- 

tory; 

^Thank God ihis is not now the charadcr of all the farmcrt 
of Madelcy ! Editor. 
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lory; but invilible ones abide for ever. If 
Chrift is our life and our refurreftion, it is of 
little importance whether we die now, or 30 
years hence : and if we die without exnbracinjg 
nim, by dying now, we ftiall have abufed his 
'mercies 30 years lefs, than if we had lived fo 
many years longer. Every thing turns out 
well, both life and death, our own and that of 
thofe who are near to us. 

Prefent my refpefts to your fon, and tell him^ 
that laft week I buried three young perfons of a 
malignant fever, who, on the lecond day of 
their illnefs, were deprived of their fpeech and 
fenfes, and, on the fifth, of their lives. Of what 
avail are youth and vigour when the Lord lifts 
his finger ? And fhali we fm againft the eter- 
nal power, the infinite love, the inexorable juf- 
tice, and- the immenfe goodnefs of this God^ 
who gives us, from moment to moment, the 
breath which iy in our noftrils? No-^we will 
employ the precious gift in praifing and blefling 
this good God, who. is our Father in Jefus 
Chrift. 

I hope that you learn, as well as I, and better 
than 1, to know Jefus in the Spirit. I ^avc 
known him after the fleOi, and after the letter ; 
I ftrive to know him in the power of his Spirit* 
Under the divine chara6ler of a quickening Spi- 
rit he is every where. All that live, live" in 
him, and they who are iphritually alive have a 
double life. The Lord give us this fccond life 
more abundantly ! Yours, I. F. 



R a Madeley» 
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Madeley, Dec. 5tb, 1768J 

Mifs Ireland. 

My dear afHi6led Friend, 

T Hear you are returned from the 
-*- Idft journey you took in fearch 
of bodily health. Your heavenly Father fees 
fit to aeny .t you, not becaufe' he hateth you, 
(for W'U.n the L-v J bveth he chafhnethj but becaufe 
health and life might be fatal fnares to your 
foul, out of which you could not efcape, but by 
tedious illneis, and an early death. Who 
kiio'.vs alio, whether by all you have fufFered, 
and It ill luSlr, our gracious Lord does not in- 
tend to kill you to the tteih and to the world, 
and both to you? Belides, our hearts are fo 
ftupid, and our infenfibility fo great, that the 
Father of our Spirits ifees it neceffar)^ to put 
foiue of his iiiarp:;ft, and longeft thorns into our 
flefii, to make us go to our dear Jefus for the 
bahny graces of his Spirit, 

I believe iome are driven out of all the re- 
fuges of crafty, and indolent nature, only by 
the nearcfl and lall approaches of that faithful 
minitter and fervant of Chrift, — Death. Of this 
I had a remarkable inftance no later than laft 
Monday, when God took to himfelf one of my 
poor afHitrted parifliioncrs, a boy of fifteen years 
of age, who was turned out of the infirmary 
two years ago as incurable. From that time he 
grew weaker every day by the running of a 
wound ; but' his poor foul did not gather 
ftrength. In many refpefts one would have 
thought his affliftions were loft upon him. He 
p(i to reft more in his.fufFerings, and in his 

patience 






Mttenoe tinder them» than in the Saviour's> 
Dlood and righteoufnefs. Being worn to ^ 
Ikeleton he took to his death bed ; where I found 
him the week before laft, with his candle burn* 
ing in the focket^ and no oil feemingly in the 
veuel. I fpent an hour in fetting before hinj 
the greatnefs of his guilt in this refpeA, that 
he had been fo long under the rod of God, and 
liad not been whipt out of bis carelefs unbelief 
to the bofbm of Jefus. Chrift. He fell under the- 
conviftion, confeffed that particular guilt, and 
began to call on the Lord with all the earned- 
nets his dying frame would allow* This wa»^ 
on the Wednelday ; and on the Wednefday fol- 
lowing, the God who delivers thofe that arc 
appointed to die, fet one of his feet upon the 
rock, and the next Sunday the other* He had 
chiefly ufed ^ that fliort petition of the Lord V 
prayer. Thy kingdom come; and fpent his laft hours> 
m teftifying, as his^ ftrengtfa would allow, that 
the kingdom was come,K and he was going to the 
King ; to whom he invited his joyful, mournful 
mother to make the beft of her way. after him* 
Five or fuc days before his death,^my wicked,^ 
unbelieving heart might have faid^ To what, 
purpofe hath God affli^ied fa long and fo hea- 
vily this poor worm? But the Lord fhewed,. 
that he had been all that while driving the 
Ipear of confideration and convidion,. till, at hft^ 
it touched him in a lenfible part, and made him; 
cry to the Saviour in earneft* And who^ ever 
called upon him in vain ? No one. Not evcm 
that poor indolent collier boy^ who for two* 
years would not fo much as crols the way to hear 
me preach* Yet how good was. the Lofdl' be- 
& 3. cauft; 



caufe his body was too weak to bear any ter- 
rors in his mind, he {hewed him mercy wiuiout. 
The moment I heard him pray and faw him 
feel after a Saviour, my fears on his account va-r 
nil bed ; and though he had not been fufFered to 
teftify fo clearly of God's kingdom, yet I fliould 
ha\'e had a joyful hope that God had taken him 
home. 

Like the poor youth and myfelf, you have. 
but one enemy, my dear friend — an indolent, 
im believing heart; out the Lord hath driven it . 
to a corner, to make you cry to him, who hath 
been waiting at the door all thefe years of trou- 
ble, to bring you pardon, peace, and eternal 
life, in the midft of the pangs of bodily death* 
Jefus is his name. Salvation and love are his 
nature. He is the Father of eternity — your 
Father of courfe. All the love, that is in Mr. 
Ireland's breaft, is nothinor to the abyfs of love, 
that is in your Creator's heart. A mother may 
forget her fucking child; but I will not forget 
thee, fays he, to every poor diftreffed foul, that 
claims his help. 

O fear, not my friend, to fay, I will arife and 
go to this Father, though I have finned greatly 
againft lieaven, and in his fight. Lo, he'rifes, 
and runs to meet and embrace you. He hath 
already met you in the virgin's Womb ; there he 
did fo cleave to your flelh and fpirit, that he 
ajfumed both and wears them as a pledge of love 
to you. Claim, in return, claim, as you can, 
his blood and fpirit. Both are now the proper- 
ty of every dying finner, that is not above re- 
ceiving, by faith, the unfpeakable gift. 

your lather has croffed the fea for you— Jefus 

has 
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iias done more. He hath croffed the abyfs, that 
lies between heaven and earth, between the 
Ci^eator and the creature. He has waded 
through f hie fea cif his tears,. blood and agonies, 
not to take you to the phyfician at Montpelier, 
but to become your Phyfician and Saviour him- 
felf — to fupport you under all your bodily tor- 
tures, to fanftity all your extremities, and to ' 
heal your foul by his multiplied ftripes. Your 
father has- fpared no expence to reftore you to 
health ; but Jefus, who wants you in your prime, 
hath fpared no blood in his veins, to w^afh you 
from your fins, write your pardon, and feal your 
title to glory. 

O my friend delay not cheerfully to furren- 
der yourfelf to this good Shepherd. He will 
gladly lay you on the arm of his power, torn as 
you are with the bruifes of fin and difeafe, and 
will carry you triumphantly to his heavenly 
fheepfold. Look not at your fins, without be- 
holding his blood and*, righteoufnefs. Eye not 
death, but to behold through that blacK door 
your gracious Saviour faying. Fear not, thou of 
tittle jaitli; wherefore dojl thou doubt? Confider 
not eternity, but as the palace where you are 
going to enter with the Bridegroom of fouls, 
and reft from all your fins and miferies. View 
not the condemning law of God, but as made 
honourable by Him, who was a curfe for you, 
and bore the malediftion of the law, by hang- 
ing, bleeding, and dying on the curfed tree in 
your place. If you think of hell, let it be to 
put you in mind to believe, that the blood of 
God incarnate hath quenched its devouring 
flames. If you have no comfort, miftruft not 

Jefus 
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Jefus on that account; on the contrary^ tdrc 
advantage from it to give greater glory to Godf 
by believing, as Abraham, in hope agmnft ko^n 
And let this be your greateft comfort, that Je- 
fus, who had all faith and patience, cried out 
for you in his dying moments — My God^ m Godf 
why hall thou for Jaken me! As your (Irengtn will 
bear exertion, and bis grace apprehended will 
allow, furrender yourfelf conftantly to him as 
the purchafe of his blood, and invite him ear-t 
ncftly to you as a poor worm periling without 
him. In this hmple, gofpel way, wait the 
Lord's leifure, and he will comfort your heart* 
He will make all his goodnefs to pafs before 
you here, or take you hence to fhew you, what 
you could not bear in flefh and blood, the di- 
rcft beams of the uncreated beauty of your hea- 
venly Spoufc. 

I hope you take care to have little, or nothing 
elfe mentioned to and about you, but his praife$ 
and promifes. Your tongue and ears are going 
to be filent in the grave — now, or never, ulc 
them to hear and fpeak good of his name* 
Comfort your weeping friends. Reprove the 
backfliders^ Encourage feekers. Water, and 
you fhall be watered. Death upon you makes 
you, through Chrift, a mother in Ifrael. Arife, 
as Deborah- Remember the praying, believing, 
preaching, though dying thiet: and be not 
afraid to drop a word for him who openeth a 
fountain of blood for you m his dying tortured 
body. Sufftr, live, die, at his feet— and you 
will foon revive, fing, and reign in his bofom 
for evermore. Farewell in the Conqueror of 
death, and Prince of Life, L F^ 

Madcley, 
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Madeley, March 26th, lyGg. 

James Ireland Efq. 

My dear Friend, 

npHE Lord is defirous of ma- 
■■' king you a true difciple of 
his dear Son, the Man offorromjs^ by fending you 
affliction upon affliftion. A fifter and a wife 
who appear to haflen to the grave, in which you 
have fo lately laid your only daughter, places 
you in circumftances of uncommon affliftion. 
But in this fee the finger of Him, who works all 
in all, and who commands us to forfake all to 
follow him. Believe in him ; believe that he' 
does all for the beft, and that all fhall work for 
good to thofe who love him, and you fhall fee 
file falvation of God ; and, with your temptati- 
ons and trials, he fhall open a door, of deliver-^ 
ance for you and yours. His goodnefs to your' 
daughter ought to encourage your faith and 
confidence for Mrs. Ireland. Offer her upon 
the altar, and you fhall fee, that, if it be beft for 
her and you, his grace will fufpend the blow, 
which threatens you. 

Your rich prefent of meal came laft week, and 
fhall be diftributed to the pious poor agreeably 
to your orders, as a proof that Jefus, the liberal 
Jefus, the bread of life is indeed rifen and lives 
in his members, who mutually aid and comfort 
each other. We are happy to receive your 
bounty, but you are more happy in beflowing 
it upon us; witnefs the words of Jefus — // ts 
more hlejfed to ^/i/e, than to receive. Neverthelefs^ 
receive by faith the prefents of the Lord, the 
gifts of his Spirit, and rejeft not the brcacf 
* • which 
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which Cometh down from heaven, becaufe the 
Lord gives it you with fo much love. Adieu. 
The God of peace be with you, and prepare you 
for whatever it (hall pieafe him to appoint! 

I ihail be obliged to go to Switzerland this 
year or the next, if I live, and the Lord, per- 
mits. I have there a brother, a worthy man^ 
who threatens to leave his wife and children to 
come and pay me a vifit, if I do not go and fee 
him myicit. It is fome time iince our gracious 
God has convinced him of lin, and I have by 
me fome of his letters which give me great plea- 
fure : this circumilance has more wait with me 
than the iettiement of my afiaiis. Your I. F« 



Madelcy, May 27th, lyfig* 

James Ireland Efq. 

My dear Friend, 

T Sympathize with you with all 
"*• my heart, and I pray that you 
may have patience and wifdom proportioned to 
your difficulties. You muft take up your crofet 
and pray in fecret, like a man whofc earthly 
cifterns are broken on every fide, and who hath 
need of confolation from feeling the fountaia 
of living waters fpringing up in his foul unto 
eternal life. I have every moment need to 
follow the advice I give to you ; but my carnal 
mind makes ftrong refiflance. I muft enter into 
life by death: I muft be crucified on the cro6 
of Chrift, before I can live by the power of his 
rcfurreftion. The Lord give us grace to die to 
Qurjelm; for it is not cnox^h to die to our 

relatives* 
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telatlves. Bleffcd indeed is that union with 
Jefus Chrift, by which a believer can caft upon 
that rock of ages, not only his burdens, but 
himfelf^-the heavieft burden of alL O Lord 
give us power to believe with that faith, which 
works by the prayer of confidence and love! 
I am &c I. F. 



Madeley, Dec. 30th, ij6g. 

James Ireland Efq. 

My dear Friend, 

T AST night I received your 
■■^ obliging letter, and am rea- 
dy' to accompany you to Montpelier, provided 
you will go with me to N}'on. I Ihall raifc 
about 20 guineas, and with that fum, a gracious 
Providence, and your purfe, I hope we fliall 
want for nothing: If the Lord fends me, I 
fhould want nothmg, tho* I had nothing, and 
tho* my fellow-traveller was no richer than 
myfeif. 

I hope to be at Briftol foon to offer you my 
fervices to pack up. You defired to have a Swiis 
fervant, and I offer myfeif to you in that capa- 
city ; for I Ihall be no more afhamed of ferving 
you, as far as I am capable of doing it, than I 
am of wearing your livery. 

Two reafons, (to fay nothing of the pleafure 
of your company) engage me to go with you to 
Montpelier — a defire to vifit lome poor Hugo- 
nots m the South of France, and the need I 
have to recover a little French, before I go to 
converfe with my compatriots* 

The 
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.The Prieft at Madeley is going to open his 
mafs-houfe, and I have declared war on that 
account laft Sunday, and propofe to ftrip the 
Whore of Bzbyion and' expofe her nakednefs to 
morrow, AH the Papifts are in a great ferment, 
and they have held meetings to confult on the 
occ2f:on. One of their bloody bullies came to 
" pick lip," as he laid, a quarrel with me, and 
whit would have been the confequence had not 
I providentially had company with me, I know 
not. How far more their rage may be kindled' 
tomorrow I don't know; but I queftion whe- 
ther it will be right for me to leave the field in 
theie circumftances. I forgot to mention, that 
two of our poor ignorant churchmen are going 
to jjin the mafs-houfe, which is the caufe of my 
having taken up arms alfo. Farewell. Yours 

I. F. 



Treveckajan. 13th, lyyo. 

James Ireland Efq, 

My dear Friend, 

T Know not what to think of 
^ our journey. My heart fre- 
quently recoils; I have loft all hopes of being 
able to preach in French, and I think if I could, 
they would not permit me. I become more 
ftupid every day ; my memory fails me in a fur- 
priling manner. I am good for nothing, but to 
go and bury myfelf in my parilh* I have thofe 
touches of mifanthropy which make folitude my 
element: judge, then, whether I am fit to go 
' • world. Oa the other hand, I fear that 

your 



jpouf journey is imdcrtaken |>artly from com* 
plaifance to me, and in confcquence of the en- 
gagement we made to go together. I acquit 
you c^ your promife, and if vour bufinefs doe» 
not really ckmand your prefence in France, I 
beg you uall not think of going there on my 
account. The bare idea of giving, you trouble 
would make the jburncy ten times more dif- 
agreeable to me than the feafon of the year. 

The day after I wrote to you, I preached the 
fermons againft popery, which I had promifed 
to my people: and? Mr. S — t— ^r called out 
feveral times in the church yard- as the people 
went out of churchy that, " there was not one 
word of truth in the whole of my difcourfe, and 
that he would prove it," and told me, that, 
" he would produce a Gentleman^ who fhould 
anfwer my fermon, and the pamphlet I had di re- 
tributed. I was therefore obliged to declare 
in the churchy that I fhould ^not quit England^ 
and was only going into Wales from whence I 
would return foon to reply to the anfwer of 
Mr. S— t— r and the Prieft, if they fhould oflFer 
any, I am thus obliged tb return tb Madeley, 
hy my word fo publickly pledged, as well as to 
raife a little money for my journey. Were it 
not for thele circumftances, I believe I fhould 
pay you a vifit at Briflol, notwithftanding my 
milanthropy. 

The hamper,- which you mention, and for 
which I thank' you, provided it be the laft, arri- 
ved three days before my departure; but not 
knowing what it was, nor for whom it was in- 
tended, I put it in my cellar without opening it. 
I want the living water rather than cyder, and 
S* righte- 
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rTghteoufners more than clothes. I fear, how* 
ever, left my unbelief fliould make me fet afide 
the fountain whence it flows, as I did your ham- 
per. Be that as it may, it is high time to open 
the treafures of divine mercy, and to feek in 
the heart of Jefus for the fprings of love, righ- 
teoufnefs, and life. The Lord give us grace fo 
to feek that we may find, and be enabled to fay 
with the woman in the gofpel, / have found the 
piece ofjilver which I had lofi* 

If your affairs do not really call you to 
France, I will wait until Providence and grace, 
fhall open a way for me to the mountains oF 
Switzerland, if I am ever to fee them a&^ain» 
Adieu. Give yourfelf ie;/io//y to God. A divid- 
ed heart, like a divided kingdom, falls naturally, 
by its own gravity, either into darknefs, or into 
fm. My heart's defire is, that the love of Jefus 
may fill your foul and that of your unworthy, 
and greatly obliged fervant, I. F. 

Mr . 

My dear Friend, 

Tl/f Y delay has, I hope, driven 
. , you to the Lord who is our 

Urim and Thummim, whofe anlwers are infalli- 
bly true and juft. Not fo thofe of men : never- 
thelefs, the Lord generally helps us by each 
other: may he, therefore help you by thefe 
lines. 

You got fafe out of Egypt with gladnefs, and 
now you feem entangled in the wildernefs; but 
It may be needful for the trial of your faith, 
patience, lelf^ienial &c that you Ihouid be 

left, 
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left, for awhile, to feel your own barrennefe. 
Therefore hold faft what you have, till the Lord 
comes with more ; equally avoiding £fcour aging 
thoughts, and Jlight indifference. Retire more 
inwardly, and quietly liften to what the Lord 
will fay concerning you; refufmg creature com- 
forts, and afting faith in God your Creator, 
Chrift your Redeemer, and the Spirit your 
Comforter. 

You have always a feeling, which, properly 
attended to, would make you ftiout, / am, J am 
out of hell! I beg that this wonderful mercy 
may not appear cheap to you : if it does, you 
have got up, and muft come down; for it is 
proper that the Lord fliould bring down your 
Ipirit, and keep you upon crumbs, till you have 
learned to be thankful for them. 

At the firft reading your letter, thefe things 
ftruck me, (i) You are wanting in the venture 
of faith : you do not give enough to that kind 
of implicit confidence in Chrift, which fays, / 
will trujl in thee, tho* thou Jlay me. Now this is a 
leffon which you muft learn. Sink or fwim, a 
believer muft learn to caft himfelf headlong 
into the boundlefs fea of divine truth and love. 
(2) You have not learned to hold faft what you 
have, and to be thankful for it, till the Lord 
comes with more : till he baptizes you with the 
Holy Ghoft and with fire. (3) You do not 
make a proper ufe of the joy of hope, which, ne- 
verthelefs, is to be your flrength, till the Lord 
comes to his temple to make his abode there« 
Adieu. !• F. 
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Mr. Hmqr llrooke. 

Dear Sir, 

T F to do was as jvefent with 
* me, as to wifh, you would 
have been half ruined in the Poftage of Letters.. 
I cannot teli ) oa how often I have thought of 
thanking you for your kind letter. My con- 
troverfy made me put it ofiF fome time, and 
when 1 was going one day to anfwer you, a 
clergyman called upon me, read your letter, 
iaid you were a fenfible author, ana if I woul4 
let him have it, he would let me have your 
F(joI of Quality f of which I had never heard, i 
forgot to take your direSion, and my backward- 
ne(s to writing had a very good excufe to in* 
dulge itfeif. However, it ceafes now: aftej 
fome months, my friend has fent me back your 
unexpected, but welcome favour, I know in 
what ftreet you live ; a thoufand thanks for it ; 
and a thouland more for the amiable charafter 
of your Harrv, my kind, my new correfpon- 
dent. May tnis fheet convey them warm iron? 
niv heart to yours ; and thence may they reftirij 
Hkc a thoiifand drops intQ that immenfe oceai| 
of goodnefs, truth, love, and delight, whence 
^ome all the ftreams, which gladden the uru- 
verfc, and ravilh the city of Qod. 

I thankfully accept the pleafure, profit, and 
honour ot your correfpondence. But 1 muft 
not deceive yon: i have not yet learned the 
blelfcd precept of our Lord in refpefl ot wri- 
ting and receiving letters. I ftill hud it more 
blciicd to receive, than to give; and till I have 

got 
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f;ot out of that felfiflinefs, never depend on a 
etter from me till you fee it, and be perfuaded^ 
nevcrthelefs, that one from you will always be 
welcome. 

I fee, by your works, that you love truth, and 
that you will force your way through air the 
barriers of prejudice, to embrace it in its meaneft 
drefs. That makes me , love you, I hope to 
improve by your example and your leffons. 
One thing I want truly to learn, that is, that 
preatures and vifible things are but Jhadows^ and 
that God is God, Jehovah, the true eternal fub- 
ftance* To live praftically in this truth is to 
live in the fuburbs of heaven. Really to be- 
lieve, that in God we live, move, and have our 
being, is to find and enjoy the ro9t of our ex- 
iftence : it is to Aide from felf into our original 
principle, from the carnal into the fpiritual^ 
from the vifible into the invifible,. from time 
into eternity. Give me, at your leifure, fome 
direftions, how to ceafe from bufying myfelf 
kbaut the hulk of things; and how I ftiall break 
through the Ihell till I come to the kernel of 
refurreftion, life and power, that lies hid from 
the unbelievers fight. You mention, *♦ A fhort 
{ketch of your path already pafled, and of your 
prefent .feelings;" I believe it will be profit- 
able to me for inftruSion and reproof; thexC'* 
fore, I fliall gladly accept it. 

Pray, my dear Sir, about feelings; — Are you 
pofleffed of all the feelings of your Clinton ^ 
Clement and Harry? Are they natural to you, 
I mean, previous to what we generally call con- 
verfion? I have often thought, that fome of 
the feelings, you defcribej depend a good deal 
S 3 upoa 
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Upon the finenefs of the nerves, and bodiljr m^ 
gans: and, as I am rather of a Stoic turn, I 
have, fometimes, caadortsd myfelf in thinkingf 
that my want of feelings might, in a 4iegree» 
proceed from the duinefe of Swifs nepres. If I 
am not miftaken. Providence direfts me to you 
to have this important queftioa folved. May 
not foine perfons have as much true faith, lovtt^ 
humanity, and pity, as others, iidio are ten tiipet 
more afTeAed, at lead for a feaf(m? And what 
directions would you give to a Chriftian Stoic» 
if thefe two ideas are not abfojuteiv inccHOpati* 
ble. My (loicifm helps me, I think, to wcatha 
out a florm of difpleafure, which my little pam« 
phlets have raifed againft me. You fee I at 
once confult you as an old friend and ipiritual 
cafuid , nor Know I how to teflify better to you^ 
how unrefervedly I begin to be, my very dear 
friend. Yours in the Lord.* I. F# 

Madeley, Feb, nth, 1773. 

Mr. Vaughan. 

my very dear Friend, 

yOUR kind letter I received in 
^ the beginning of the week, 
and your kind prefent at the end of it. For 
both I heartily thank you; neverthelefs, I 
could wifh it were your laft prefent, for I find 
it more bleffed to give than to receive, and in 
point of the good things of this life, my body 

does 

*Mr. Flcxhcr, when he wrote the above, raiftook Mr. Henry 
*'ftnkc Junior for Mr, Heory Brooke Senior, the Author of the 
Duality, 



does not want nmch, and I can do wkh what jn 
more comoion, and difiapier than the rmihs 
you ply me with. 

Your bounty upon bounty reminds me of the 
repeated mercies of our God* They follow one 
another as wave does wave at fea; ai^ all to 
waft us to the pleafing ftiore of confidence and 
gratitWe, where we can not only caft anchor 
hear, but calynly (land on the rock of ages, and 
defy the rage of itempefts* But you complain, 
you are not there : billows of temptation drive 
you from the haven, where you would be, and 
you ery out ftill, wretched man! who fliall de- 
liver me ? 

Here I would afk, Are you willing, really 
willing to be delivered? Is your fin, is the pre- 
valence of temptation, a burden too lieavy for 
you to bear? If it is, if your complaint is not a 
Kind of religious compliment, be of good cheer, 
only believe. Look up, for your redemption 
draws near. He is near that delivers, that 
juftifies, that fanftifies you. Caft your foul 
upon him; an aft of faith will help you to a 
lift, bjat one aS of faith will not do ;— faith mujl 
be our Ufe, I mean, in conjun6lion with its Grand 
Obje&p Ypu cannot live by one breath ; you 
m^fi brpathe on, 'and dr^w the eleftrick, vital 
fire int9 your lungs, together with the air^ 
So you muft believe, and draw the divine pow- 
er, and the fire of Jefu's love, together with the 
truth of the gofpel, which is the Dlcfled element 
in which believers live* 

My kind Chriftian love to Mrs. Vaughan^ 
Tell her, J am filled with joy in thinking, that 
though we no more fervc the fym^ earthly ma- 
tter, 
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fter, yet we ftill ferve the fame heavenly one; 
who will, e'er long, admit us to fit with Abra- 
ham himfelf, if we hold faft our confidence to 
the end. 

Beware of the world* If you have loffes» be 
not caft down, nor root in the earth with more 
might and main to repair them. If profperity 
fmiles upon vou, you are in double danger. 
Think, my iriend, that earthly profperity is 
like a coloured cloud, which paues away and is 
foon loft in the Ihades of night and death. Be- 
ware of hurry. Martha, Martha, one thing is 
needful. Chufe it, ftand to your choice, and 
the good part ihall not be taken from you by 
ficknefs or death. God blefs you and yours 
with all that makes for his glory and your peacei 
I am, My dear Friend, yours &c, I. F. 



Madeley, Sep. 2ift> 1773* 

James Ireland Efq. 

My very dear Friend, 

T Do not hear from my bro- 
•*■ ther: my views of a journey 
abroad continue the fame. I have confidered 
what you fay about the tranflation of mv Ap- 
peal ; and, I think, I might from it take the 
nint and do it fome day : nay, I tried to turn a 

t)aragraph or two the day after I received vour 
etter, but found it would be a difficult, ii not 
an impoffible work for me. I am fure I could 
not do it abroad. On a journey I am juft like 
a cafk of wine — I am good for nothing till I 
have fome time to fettle* 

What 
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WSiat-ycm fay about Mr. Weffley adds M>ei^t 
to your kind arguments ; but fuppofing 4ie or 
tjie people did not alter his TO-ind,.this would 
not iUfficientty turn the fea'le in point of ccwj^ci- 
enccy tho' it is already turned in point of affeo 
tion. My fpiritual circumftances are what I 
muftlook at. lam brought to a point: like a 
^oman with Aild, I muft have a deliverance 
into the liberty of a higher di§)en'fetion, and I 
tre^ible left outward things fliould hurt me. 
Th.e jnukiplicity of objeAs, circumftances, and 
avocations, which attend traveling, is as little 
fuited to my cafe, as to that of a woman with 
diiid. I think, that all things confidered, I 
ftiould fin againft my confcience in going, un- 
lefs I 'had a call from neceljity, or from clearer 
providences. 'Should Mr. Wefley find a defice 
of accompanying you, I think you might fet 
out with 31 nngle eye according to your light 
and faith ; and I truft the journey would be <)f 
fervice to both, and in that cafe my heart fliall 
go aiong with you. If you go, pray find out, 
and conyerfe witfi the Ck>nvuMionarie6. ^ My 
xequeft is, thstt you may fee your way plain, be 
fully perfuaded in your own mjnd, and be le4 
and covered by the cloud of divine pjojeftion. 

I thanjc you for haying dared to fpeak a wor4 
for oie at Worcefter, but the flream of prejudice 
ran too hi^h for you to ftop it : it was drowning 
yourfelf without faviiig your friend* It is good 
to know when to yield. 

My hft Check will be as much in behalf of 
free grace as of holinefs. So I hope upon that 
pJan, all the candid and moderate will be able 
to Ihake hands. It will be of a reconciling 

nature; 
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nature; and I call it an Equal Check to Phaii- 
faii'm and Antinomianifm. 

I fee life fo Ihoit, and that time pafles away 
with fuch rapidity, that I fliould be veiy glad 
to fpend it in Ibiemn prayer; but it is necelfary 
that a man ftiould have fome exterior occupa- 
tion. The chief thing is to employ ourfelves 
f^rofitibiy. My throat is not formed for the 
abours of preaching: when I have preached 
three or four times together, it inflames and 
fills up; and the eifbrts which I am then obli- 

fed to make in Ipeaking heat my blood. Thus 
am, by nature, as well as by the circumftances 
I am in, obliged to employ my time in writing 
a little. O that I may be enabled to do it to 
the glorv of God! Let us love this good God, 
who hath fo loved the worlds that he gaife his only 
begotten Son, that we might not peri/h, but have ever^ 
lofting life. How fweet is it, on our knees, to 
receive this Jefus, this heavenly gift, and to 
offer our praifes and thanks to our heavenly 
Father! The Lord teaches me four leffons: 
the firft, is to be thankful that I am not in hell ; 
the fecond, to become nothing before him; the 
third, to receive the gift of God — the perfon of 
Jefus; and the fourth, is to feel my want of the 
Spirit of Jefus, and to wait for it. Thefe four 
leffous are very deep: O when ihall I have 
learned them! Let us go together to the fchool 
of Jefus, and learn to be meek and lowly in 
heart* Adieu. L F. 



Madeky» 
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Madeley, Feb. 6th, 1774* 

James Ireland Efq. 

My dear Friend, 

TN the prefent circumftances 
-*• it was a great piece of conde- 
fcenfion in dear Lady Huntingdon to be willing 
to fee me privately : but for her to permit me 
to wait upon her openly, denotes fuch generofity, 
fuch courage, and a mind fo much luperior to 
the narrownefs that clogs the charity of mod 
profeflbrs, that it would have amazed me, if 
every thing that is noble and magnanimous was 
not to be expefted from her Ladyfliip. It is 
well for her that fpirits are imprifoned in flefh 
and blood, or I might by this time (and it is 
but an hour fince I received your letter) have 
troubled her ten times with my apparition, to 
wiih her joy of being above the dangerous 
fnare of profeffors — the fmiles and frowns of the 
religious world ; and to thank her a thoufand 
times for not being afhamed of her old fervant, 
and for cordially forgiving him all that is paft, 
upon the fcore of the Lord's love, and of my 
honeft meaning. 

But tho' my mind has travelled fo faft to 
Bath, on reading your letter,* yet an embargo is 
laid upon my body — " I muft not go yet." 
I am the more inclined to take the hint, for two 
reafons. I will tell you all my heart about it. 
The more I fee her Ladyihip's generofity, and 
admire the faithfulnefs of the friendihip that 
(he has for many years honoured me with, the 
more I ought to take cure not to bring burdens 
upon her. It might leffen her influence with 

thofe 
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was only a plain narrative of two fafts, upctti 
which it appeared to me the capital charges were 
founded, together with Ibme gentle expoftulati- 
ons which I hope have had the delired cffeft. 
Give my duty to the dear eleft Lady, and thank 
her a thoufand times for this new addition to 
all her former favours, till I have jm opportu- 
nity of doing it in perfon. 

I get very flowly out of the mire of my con- 
troverfy, and yet I hope to get over it, if God 
fpares my life, in two or three pieces more. 
Since I wrote laft, I have added to my Equal 
Check a piece, which I call An Eflay on Truth, 
or A Rational Vindication of the Doftrine of 
Salvation by Faith, which I have taken the li- 
berty to dedicate to Lady Huntingdon, to have 
an opportunity of clearing her Ladyfliip from 
the charge of Antinomianifm, I have taken 
this ftep in the (implicity of my heart, and as 
due from me, in my circumftances to the cha- 
racter of her Ladyfliip. Mr. H — ^t — n called 
fome time after the letter was printed, and told 
me, " It will not be well taken." I hope bet- 
ter ; but be it as it will, I ftiall have the fatis- 
faftion of having meant well. 

I have juft fpirit enough to enjoy [my foli- 
tude, and to blefs God that I am out of the 
hurry of the world — even the fpiritual world. 
I tarry gladiv in my Jerufalem, till the king- 
dom of Gocf comes with power. Till then it. 
matters not where I am : only as my chief call 
is here, here I gladly ftay, till God fits me for 
the pulpit or the graue. I ftill fpend my morn- 
ings in fcribbling. Though I grudge fo much 
time in writing, yet a man muft do fomething, 

and 
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and I may as well invcftigate truth as do any 
thing elfe, except folemn praying and vifiting 
my tiock. I ihall be glad to have done with 
my prefent avocation,^ that I may give myfelf 
up more to thofe two things. 

O how life goes! I walked, now I gallop 
into eternity. The bowl of life goes rapidly 
down the fteep hill of time. Let us be wife: 
embrace we Jefus and the refurreftion; let us 
trim our lamps, and give ourfelves afrefh to him 
that bought us, till we can do it without rc- 
ferve. Adieu. I. F. 



Madeley,Jan. 1775. 

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

My very dear Sir, 

T Thank you for your 
-*■ letter, and your ve- 
ry friendly poftfcript to your brother s. I am 
glad you did not altogether difapprove my 
EJfdy upon Truth. The letter I grant profiteth 
but little, until the Spirit animates it. 1 had, 
fome weeks ago, one of thefe touches, which 
realize or rather fpiritualize the letter, and it 
convinced me more thaii ever, that what 1 fay^ 
in that traft, of the Spirit and oi faith is truth. - 

" I am alfo perfuaded, that the faith and fpirit,^ 
which belong to perfe6l Chriftianity, are at a 
very low ebb, even among believers. When the 
Son of man cometh to fet up his kingdom, fliall 
he find Chripan faith upon the earth? Yes: 
but, I fear, as little as he found of Jewifh faith, 
when he came in the flelh. 

T 2 I believe 



\ 
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1 believe you cannot reft cither with flxe eafy 
Antinomian, cmt the bufy Pbarifec. You and I 
have nothing to do, but to die to all that is of 
finful nature, and to pray for the power of an 
cndlefs life. God make us faithful to our con- 
S^i6tions, and keep us from the fnares of ont- 
-ward things. You are in danger from muficl^ 
children, poetry; and I from fpeculation, con- 
troverfy, floth &c &c. Let us watch againft the 
deceitfulnefs of felf and fin in all their ai^)ear«' 
ances. 

What power of the Spirit do you find 2aDcihg 
the believers in London? What openings of 
the kingdom? Is the well fpringing up in 
many hearts? Are many fouls diffatisfied, and 
looking for the kingdom of God in power? 
Watchman, What of the night?— What of the 
day V — ^What of the dawn ? 

I feel the force of what you fay in your laft^ 
about the danger of fo encouraging the inferior 
difpcnfation, as to make people reft fhort of the 
faith, which belongs to perfeft Chriftianitv. 
I have tried to obviate it in fome parts of the 
E^ual Check, and hope to do it more effeftually, 
in my reply to Mr. Hill's Creed for Perfe6tiomJts. 
Probably, I fhall get nothing by my polemick 
laboms, but lofs of friends, and charges of 
** novel chimeras" on both fides. . I expeft a let- 
ter from you on the fubjeft: write with open- 
ne(s, and do not fear to difcourage me, by fak- 
ing your difapprobation of what you diflike# 
My aim is to be found at the feet oi all, bearing 
and forbearing, until truth and love bring better 
days. 1 am, Rev. and dear Sir, your moS affec- 
tionate brotlier and fon in the gofpel, !• F. 

Madeley, 
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Madeley, Dec. 4th, 1775* 

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

My very dear Brother, • 

T See the end of my con-^ 
•*■ troverfial race, and I 
have fuch courage to run it out, that I think it 
my bounden duty tarun and ftrike my blow, and 
fire my gun, before the water of difcouragement 
has quite wetted the gunpowder of my aftivity.: 
This makes me feera to negleft my deareft cor* 
re^ndents. 

Old age comes fafter upon me than upon you» 
I am already fo grey headed, that I wrote ta 
my brother to know, if I am not 56 inftead of 
46. The wheel of time moves fo rapidly, that 
I feem to be in a new element ; and yet, praifed 
be God, my ftrength is prefeived far better than? 

I could expeft. I came home laft night at 

II o'clock tolerably welU after reading prayers, 
and preaching twice, and giving the {acrament 
in my own church, and preaching again and 
meeting a few people in fociety at the next mar» 
ket tow]a« 

The Lord is wonderfully gracious to mCp, 
and what is more to me than many favours,, he. 
helps me to fee his mercies in a clearer lights 
In years paft, I did ruot dare to be thankful for 
mercies, which now make me Jhout for joy. I had 
been taught to. call them common meraeSj and I 
made as little of them, as apoftates do of the 
blood of Chrift when they call it a common thingm. 
3ut now the veil begins to rend, and I invite? 
you and all the world, to praife God for his; 
patience, truths and loving kindnefe,. which. 
T 3 have 
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have followed me all my days, and prevented 
me, not only in. the night watches but in ihe 
faji a%es of eUnuty. O how I hate the delufion, 
which has robbed me of fo many comforts! 
Farewell. 1 am Sec, I. F. 



U' 



Madeky, Feb. 3rd, i^fi. 

. » 

James Ireland Efq, 

My very dear Friend, 

rPON the news of your illne6 
by Mr. G , I and many 
more, helped to pray that you might be fup- 
ported under your preffures, and that they 
might yield the peaceable fruit of righteoufnefe. 
We ihall now turn our prayers into fpraifes for 
your happy recovery, and for the fupport the 
Lord has granted you under your trial. May 
it now appear that you imitate David, who faid, 
// was good for me that I zms aJHSled. Let people 
lay what they will, there are lejfiTons which we 
can never learn but under the crofs : we muft 
fufFer with Chrift, if we will be glorified wth 
him. I hope you will take care that it may not 
be faid of you as it was of Hezekiah, He rendered 
not unto the Lord, according to the benefit of his re- 
covery. Let us rather fay, What jhall I render 
unto the Lord for all his benefits ? And may we 
fee the propriety and profit of rendering him 
oiir bodies and our fouls, — the facrifices of hum- 
ble, praifing, obedient love, and warm, aftive, 
cheerful thankfgiving. 

A young clergyman offers to affift me : if he 
does, I may make an excurfion fome where this 

. fpring: 
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^ing: where it will be I don't know. It may 
be into ctermty^ for I dare not depend upon 
tomorrow; butfhould it be your way, I fhall 
inform you of a variety of family trials, which 
the Lord has fent me — ^all for goodf to break my 
will in every poffible refpeft. 

My little political piece is publifhed in Lon- 
don, You thank me for it before hand — ^I be- 
lieve it is the only thanks I Ihall have. It is 
well you fent them before you read the book ; 
and vet, whatever contempt it brings upon tw^, 
I ftili think I have written the truth. If you 
did read my publications, I would beg you to 
. caft a look upon that, and reprove what appears 
to you amifs ; for if I have been wrong in wri- 
ting, I hope I fliall not be fo exceffively wrong 
as not to be thankful, for any reproof candidly 
levelled at what I have written. I prepare my- 
felf to be like my Lord, in my little mcafure*— 
I mean, to be defpifed and reje^ed of men — a man of 
forrows and acquainted with gri^jr— mqft reviled for 
what I mean beft. The Lord ftrengthen you 
in body and foul, to do and fuffer his wilU 
Adieu. I. F. 



Madeley, March aift, 177(5. 



Mr« Vaughan. 

Dear Sir, 



YOUR barrel of cyder came fafe 

* as to the outfide, and I hope as' 

to the infide too. How could you think to 

make me fuch a prefent? But I muft rather 

thank you for your love and gencrofity, than 

fcolc^ 



Icold you for your exceffive profufion. Yoa 
{hould have ftayed at leaft till cyder was ten 
fhillings a hogftiead, but in fuch a year as thisr-^ 
however, the Lord reward you^ and return it to 
you, in ftreams of living water, and plenty of 
the wine of hb kingdom ! 

I thought I Ihould foon have done with con- 
troverfy, but now I give up the hope of having 
done with it before I die. There are three forts 
of people I muft continually attack, or defend 
myfelf againft — Gallios, Pharifees, and Antino- 
mians. I hope I ihall die in this hamels fight* 
ing againft fome of them* I do not, however, 
forget, that the Gallio, the Simon, and the Ni- 
cholas wlthirif. are far more dangerous to me than 
thofe without. In my own heart, that immenfe 
field, I mud frjl fight the Lord's battles and mv 
own* Help me here, join me in this field. All 
Chriftians are here militia-men, if they are not 
profeffcd foldiers. O, my friend, I need wif- 
dom — meeknefs of wifdom! A heart full of it is 
better than |11 your cyder vault full of the moft 
genejous liquors; and it is in Chrift for us. 
O go and afk for you and me, and I fhall afk for 
me and you. What a mercy is it that our Lord 
bears flock! May we not be aftiamed nor afraid 
to come, and beg every moment for wine and 
milk, grace and wifdom. 

Beware, my friend, of the world: let not it*& 
cares, nor the deceitfulnefs of it's riches keep, 
or draw you from Jefus. Before you handle the 
birdlime be fure to dip your heart and hand in 
the oil of grace. Time flies. Years of plenty 
and of fcarcity, of peace and war difappear before 
the eternity to which we s^e all haftening, 

. May* 
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May we fee now the winged difpatch of time, 
as we fliall fee it in a dying hour ; and by com- 
ing to, and abiding in Chrift, our fortreis and 
city of refuge, may we be enabled to bid defi-. 
ance to our lajl Enemy. Chrift has fully over- 
come him, and by the viftory of the head, the 
living members cannot but be fully viftorious. • 

. Remember me kindly to Mrs. Vaughan. 
That the Lord would abundantly bJefs you 
both, in your fouls, bodies, concerns and chil* 
dren is the fmcere wilh of, Dear Sir, your af* 
feftionate friend, I. F* 

Madcley, May nth, 1776^ 

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

My dear brother, 

^^ ing in London?. 
Are you ripening as feft for the grave, as I 
am?— tHow ihouid we lay oiit every moment foflc 
God! I have had for fome days the fymp« 
toms of an inward confumptive decay — fpitting 
blood &c. Thank God, I look at our laft ene- 
my with great calmnefs, I hope, however, that 
the Lord will fpare me to publifti my end of 
the controverfy, which is A Double UijfertatiM 
upon the Do&rines of Grace and Juflice. Thi« 
piece will, I flatter myfelf, reconcile all the 
candid Calvinifts and candid Arminians^ and be a 
means of pointing out the- way, in which peact 
and harmony might be reftored tq the Church. 

I ftill look lor an outppurmg of the %>irit, 
^iwardly and outwardly. Sbduid I die before 

that 
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that great day, I {ball have the confc^tioQ to 
fee it irom afar, like Abraham and the Baptift^ 
and to point it out to thofe who Iball live, when 
God does this. 

Thank God, I enjoy uninterrupted peace in 
the midft of my trials, which are, lometimes, not 
a few. Joy alio I poiTefs ; but I look for a joy 
of a fuperior nature. The Lord beftow it wken 
and hoes/ he plealeth! I thank God, I feel my- 
felf in a good degree dead to praile and dii- 
praife : I hope, at leaft, that it is fo ; becaufe I 
do not feel that the one lifts me up, or that the 
other deje6ls me. I want to fee a Pentecoft 
Chriftian Church, md if it is not to be feen at 
tiiis time upon earth, I am willing to go and 
fee that glorious wonder in heaven. How is it 
with you? Are you ready to feize the crown 
in the name of the Redeemer reigning in your 
heart? We nm a race towards the grave, 
John is likely to outrun you, unlefs you have a 
fwift foot. The Lord grant we may (ink deep* 
cr into the Redeemer's grave, and there live and 
die, and gently glide into our own. 

I had lately a letter from one of the preach- 
ers, who finds great fault with me, for having 
publifhed, in my book on Perfeftion, your hymn 
called, The lafi Wifh^ He calls it dangerous 
Myfticifm. My priva/e thoughts are, that the 
truth lies between driving Methodifin and fill 
Myfticifm. What think you? Read the.ad- 
drefles which I have added to that piece, and 
tell me your thoughts. 

Let us pray that God would renew our youths 
ai that of the eagle, that we may bear fruit in 
our old age. The Lord ftrengthen you to the 

hitf 
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Jaft! I hope I fliall fee you before my death ; if 
not, let us rejoice at the thought of meeting in 
heaven. Give my kind love to Mrs. Weiley, 
to my god-daughtei", and to her brothers, who 
all I hope, remember their Creator in the days' 
of their, youth. Adieu, lam &c I. F. 

Briftol, July 12th, 1776. 

Mr. Charles Perronet. 

My very dear Brother, 

TjAVING an opportunity to 
■■^ write a line to you oy a 
friend, whom I meet daily at the Wells, 1 gladly 
embrace it to thank you for your laft favour. 
The Lord keeps me hanging by a thread; he 
weighs me in the balance for life and death: 
I truft him for the choice. He knows, far bet- 
ter than I, what is beft ; and I leave all to his 
unerring wifdom. I am calm, and wait, with 
fubmiffion, what the Lord will fay concerning 
me. I wait to be baptized into all his fulnejs^ 
and truft the word — the iwrd of his grace. Afflic- 
tions and fhakes may be a ploughing necelfary 
to make way for the heavenly feed, and to pre- 
pare me to bring forth fome fruit in life and in 
death. Whether it be in the former or in the 
latter, I hope I fhall live and die the objeft of 
your love, and the fubjeft of your prayers, as 
you are of the cordial alFeftion and good wifhes 
of. My very dear Friend, your devoted brother, 
and obliged companion in tribulation, L F. 



Madeleyt 
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l^Iadeley, Av^. iSclit 1776^ 

James Ireland Efq. 

My dear Friend, 

MY breaft is always vc^y wrakf 
but, if it pleafe God, it wiU 
in tiaie recover ftrength. Mr. Greaves will 
take all the duty upon himfelf, and I fliall con- 
tinue to take reft, exercife, and the food which 
was recommended to me. The Lord grant m^ 
grace to repofe my (elf on Chrift, to exercifc 
mvfelf in charity, and to feed upon the bread 
ot life, which Gcjd has given us in Jefus Chrift* 
We all need this fpiritual regimen ; may we be 
enabled to obferve it as ftriftly, as we do the 
bodily regimen of our earthly pnj'ficians! 

I thank you, my dear friend, kr all your 
favours, and ail your attention to me. Your 
more than fraternal love covers me with confii- 
fion, and fills me with acknowledgement. What 
returns ftiall I make ? 1 will drink the cup of 
thankfgivinjT, and I will blefs the name of the 
Lord ; I will thank my dear friend, and wifli 
him all the temporal bleffings he conferred upon 
me, and all thofe fpiritual ones, which were not 
in his power to beftow. Live in health — live 
pioully — live content — live in Chrift — live for 
eternity — live to make your wife, your children^ 
your lervants, your neighbours happy, as for as 
(heir happinefs depends on you; and may the 
God of* all grace give back an hundred fold to 
you and your dear wife, all the kindneffes with 
wliich you have loaded me! The Lord make 
you happy as a father, a mafter, and a ChrilUan ! 
I'liC God of peace be with you without inter- 
ruption I 
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ruption! Give me fome account of your healflit 
and I will inform you of the alterations which 
take place in that or your obedient lervant and 
devoted friend, I. F. 



Madeley, Aug. i4th, J'jjS. 

James Ireland Efq, 

My dear Friend, 

T Have received the news of 
■*■ your lofs, and of the gain of 
your younger daughter. She has entered into 
port, and has left you on a tempeftuous fea with 
Fanny. The account of her death did not fur- 
prize me : when you received that of her illnefs> 
this paffage came ftrongly to my mind — Twojhdi 
he in one naufe : onejhall be taken, and the other left* 
I recommend to Mrs. Ireland the refignation of 
David when he loft his fon, and do you give 
her thd example. The day of death is prefer-^ 
able to that of our birth : With refpeft to irt- 
fents, the maxim of Solomon is indubitable** 
Oh what an honour is it to be the father anrf 
mother of a little cherubim, who hovers round 
the throne of God in heavenly glory! Comforf 
yourfelves, and rejoice that the Lord has takeiV 
one, and left the other. 

R~q— t dead, and buried! The jolly mati; 
who laft fummer fhook his- head at me, as» at a 
dying man! How frail are we ! God help ui 
to live to day! to morrow is the fool's day, 
I am glad you encourage my hopes of finding 
fome at Briftol, who will tarry, with One accord, 
for a pentecoftal day 6f the Son of man. I-'m^tt 
U with 
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with fome, I hope, that feel a want of it; but 
my conftant removals prevent my enjoying the 
benefit of waiting together in one flace^^. When 
God {hall be about to take away the reproach of 
his people, he will work a double miracle, — ^his 
grace will prepare their hearts, and his provi- 
dence their outward circumftances. 

I have not at prefent the lead idea, that I am 
called to quit my poft here. I fee no probabJli* 
ty of being ufeful in Switzerland. My call is 
here, I am fure of it ; if then I undertook the 
journey, it would be merely to accompany you. 
I dare not gratify friendfliip by taking fuch a 
ftep ; and fo much the lefs, as I have no faith 
in the prefcriptions of your phyfician; and i 
think that if health be better for us than fick- 
nefs, we may enjoy it as well here as in France 
or Italy. It ficknefs be beft for us, 'why fhun 
it? Every thing is good, when it comes from 
God. Nothing but a baptifm of fire, and 'the 
moil evident openings of Providence can en- 
gage me in fuch a journey. If you believe that 
Providence calls you to make it, go and pals 
the Winter with Mr. Lee: the baie idea that 
the journey will do you good may, by God's 
bleffing, be of feivice to you. If 1 rejeft your 
obliging offer to procure me a fubftitute, accufe 
not my friendfhip to you, but attribute it to my 
fear of taking a falfe ftep, of quitting my poft 
without command, and of engaging in a warfare, 
to which the Lord does not call me. My re- 
fufal wounds my friendfhip for you; but I hope 
it will not. prevent your being perfuaded, that 
I am, with lively gratitude, altogether yours in 
' '•"sChrift. Adieu- I. F. 

Madeley, 
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Madelcy, Scp^ 7tb, lyyS. 

James Ireland Efq* 

My very dear Friend, 

T Thank you for your kind Ict- 
-^ ter, and am glad you will 
continue to oppofe bigotry, tho' I would not 
have you bring a whole houfe about your ears, 
for the fake of fo inlignificant a creature as I 
am. As many, who efpoufe the fentiments of 
my opponents, condemn me without having 
heard me out, and upon the dreadful charges, 
which they hear brought againft me, they are 
not much to blame; for what good man can 
think well of a Wafphemer, and an enemy to 
the gofpel ? I hope, for my part, to do what 
fhall be in my power to remove prejudices, and 
truft to gain fome refignation and patience, by 
what I Ihali not be able to remove* God is my 
witnefs, that I honour and love them, tho' I 
will never part with my liberty of expofing 
error, wherever I iball deteft it. Why might 
I not endeavour to take off a fpot from a friend's, 
ikeve, without running the rifk of lofing his 
friendlhip, and incurring his ill will? 

My health is, I thank God, better than whea 
I wrote laft. I have not yet preached, rather 
from a fenfe of my duty to my friends, and 
high thoughts of Mr. Greaves's labours, (who ^ 
does the work of an evangelift to beitter purpofe 
than I) than to fpare myfelf ; for, if I am riot 
miftaken, I am as able to do my work now, as^ 
I was a year ago. 

A fortnight ago I paid a vifit tp Weft Brom- 

wieh: I ran away from the kindnefe of rny 

U 2 parilhi-. 
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parifbioQerSv who oppnefled me with tokens of 

their love. To me there is nothipg fo extremer 
ly trying as fxajf-vc aadntfs. I am of the King^ 
mind, when the people {hewed their love to 
him on his journey to PcxtCnaouth, " I can 
bear/' he faid, ** the hiCEngs of a London moh, 
but thefc lliouts of joy are too much f<» me*" 
You. my deoi friend. Mis. Ireland, Mrs. Nor* 
man, and all your family, have put me to that 
ievere trial, to which ail trials caufed by the 
hard words that have been fpoken of me are 
notiiing. I return you all my warmeft thanks* 
and pray that, excefs excepted, you may all 
meet, in the day of your weaknefs, as kin4 
nurfes and benefactors as you have proved to 
me. 

At our age a recovery can be but a flioit re* 
prieve: let us, then, give up ourfelves daily 
to the Lord, as people who have no confidence 
in the fleih, and do iu>t truft to to morro w 
I find my weakneis, unprofitableneis, and 
wretchednefs daily more and more; and the 
more | find them, the more help I have to* fink 
into (icrlf-abhorrence. Nor do I defpair to fink 
one day fo in it, as to die to felf and revive in 
my Gjd. Farewell. 1. F. 

Madelcy, Sep, 15th, lyyfit 

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

My very dear Brother, 

T Lately confulted a pious 

-■■ gentleman, near Litch- 

''eldy famous for his (kill in tt^e difoidera of the 

breaft. 
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brcaft. He aflhred me, I am in no immediate 
danger of a confumption of the lungs; and 
that my diforder is upon the nerves, in conle«- 
quence of too much clofe thinking. He per- 
mitted me to write and preach in moderation^ 
and gave me medicines, which, I think, are of 
fervice in taking off my fcverifh heats. My 
Ipitting of blood is flopped, and I may yet be 
fpared to travel with you as an invalid. 

If God adds one inch to my fpan, 1 fee my 
calling. I defire to know nothing but Chrift,. 
and him crucified, revealed in the Spirit. I 
long to feel the utmoji power of the Spirit's dif- 
penlation; and I wul endeavour to bear my 
teftiraony to the glory of that dilpenfation, botk 
with my pen and tongue. Some of our inju- 
dicious, or inattentive Iriends,. will probably 
charge me with novelty for it ; but be that as it 
will, let us meekly ftand for the truth as it is in. 
Jefus, and trull the Lord for every thin|;» 
I thank God, I feel fo dead to popular applaule„ 
that, I truft, I fhould not be afraid to maintain a 
truth againft all the world; and yet I dread to 
diffent from any child of God,, and feel ready 
to condefcend to every one. O what' depths of 
humble love, and what heights of gofpel truths 
do I fometimes fee I I ^want to link into the 
former,, and rife into the latter. Help me hy 
your example,, letters, and prayers ; and let us^ 
after our forty years abode in the wildernefs, 
with Mofes and John, break, forth after ouji' 
Jofhua into the Canaan of pure luve. * I 
am kc I. F.. 
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Newingtont Jaiu ijih, 1777. 

The Rev. Mr. Vincent PerroneU 

Dear Father in Chnft, 

I Beg you would ac- 
cept my multipli- 
ed thanks for your repeated favours. You have 
twice entertained me a worthlefs ftranger ; and 
not yet tired of the burden, you kindly invite 
me, weak and troublefome as I am, to ihare in 
the comforts of your houfe and family. Kind 
Providence leaves me no room, at prcfeut, to 
l^ang a third burden upon you. The good air 
and accomodations here, and the^ neamefs to ^ 
variety of helps, joined to the kindnefe of my 
friends and the weaknefs of my body, forbid me 
to remove at prefent. God reward your labour 
of love and fatherly offers! Should the Lord 
taife me^ I (hall be better able to reap the bene- 
fit of your inftruftions — a pleafure, which I 
promife myfelf fome time, if the Lord pleafes. 

I have of late thought much upon a method 
of reconciling the Calvinifts and Arminians. 
t have feen fome Calvinian minifters, who feeni 
incliaed to a plan of pacification. I wilh I had 
ftrength enough to draw the fketch of it for 
your improvement. I think the thing is by no 
means imprafticable, if we would but look one 
another in the face, and fall together at the feet 
of Himf.wlio makes men to be of one mind in a houfe^ 
and in^de once all believers to be/)f one foul in 
the Church. Let us pray, hope, wait, and be 
joculy to caft one mite of endeavour towards the 
bleffiiig of a reconciliation; in which none 
could be mure glad to fecond you, than. Ho- 
noured 
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nourcd and d^ar Sir, your affeSionate, obliged 
ion in the golpelji L ¥• 



Newington, Jan. jpth, 1777. 

Mifs Perronet. 

i)ear Madam, 

T Thank you ft)r voujr care and 
•*■ kind nurfing or me when at 
Shoreham ; and, efpecially, for the few lines you 
have favotired dqc with. They are fo much the 
more agreeable to me, as they tr^at of the one 
thing needful for the xecavf^y of our fi)ul&— 
the fpirit of power, of love, and pf a found 
mind; together with our njeed of it, and the 
^rand promife that this need ihall be abundantly 
iupplieid-^-rfupplied by a baptifiwl outpouring 
of that Spirit af life in Chrijt Je/Wf vohich, m^ies us. 
free from ihe law ofjtn and deatn* May we hunger 
and thirft after rightcou&efs in the Holy Cho^, 
and we fiiaJl be filled. May we fo come to our 
irft Paraclete, Advocate, and Cpnifprt^r, as i<x 
receive the Seoond, as an indwellings and a^Jerfim* 
ing fountain of light, life, and love.^ My yi^w of 
this myftery is, I truft fcripturat^ Th^ Fathor 
lb loved the world, as to give us the ifirft Advo- 
cate, Paraclete, and Comforter, whom we love 
and receive as our Redeemer. The firft Advo- 
cate has told us, it was expedient that he fhould 
leave us, becaufe in that cafe, he would fend 
another Advocate, Paraclete, or Comforter, t<> 
abide mth lu, ahd^be in us for evers ^ our San&i-* 
fer, our Urim and Thummim, our fights and per^ 
feaions, our oracle and guidn^. Thk i^.ttie grand 

jpromife 
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promifc to ChrifliaHs; — called the prrmafe of /fc 
FathtTf and brought by the Son. O may it be 
fealed on our hearts by the Spirit of promfe! 
May we ever cry, 

** Seal thou our breads, and let us wear 
That pledge of love for ever there !*• 

Then we fliall be filled with pure, .perfe6l love; 
for the love of the Spirit perfefts that of the 
Father and Son, and accomplilhes the myftery of 
God in the believing foul. Come then> let us 
look for it; this great falvation draws nigh. 
Let us thank God more thankfully^ more 
joyfully, more humbly, more penitently,, for 
Chrift our firft Comforter ; and hanging on his 
word, let us ardently pray for the fulnefs of his 
Spirit, for the indwelling of oiu^ fecond Com- 
forter, who will lead us into all truth, all love, 
all power. Let us join the few,, who bejiege the 
throne of grace, and not give over putting the 
Lord in remembrance, till he has raifed hunfelf 
a Pentecoflal Church again in the earth; I mean a 
Church of fuch believers as are all of one heart 
and one foul. Nor forget to aik, that, when 
you prefs into that kingdom and church, you 
may be followed by, Dear Madam, yours &c 

I* F» 

Newington^Jan. 29th,, 1777. 
James Ireland Efq. 

yHANKS be to God, and to my 

■*' dear Friend, for favours upon 

favours, for undeferved love and the moft in- 

dearing 
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(tearing tokens of h. I hare Teceived yoiit o-» 
bliging letters full of kind offers, and your jar 
full of excellent grapes. May God open to 
you tlic book of life, and feal upon your heart 
all the offers and promifes it contains; and may 
the treafures of Chrift's love, and all the fruits 
of the Spirit, be abundantly open to my deaj 
friend and unwearied benefaftor! 

Providence fent me laft Sunday Dr. Turner^ 
who, under God, faved my life twenty three 
years ago in a dangerous illnefs; and I am in- 
clined to try what his method will do. He or* 
ders me aides milk, chicken kc; forbids me 
riding, and recommends the greateft quietnefs. 
He prohibits the ufe of Briftol water; advifes 
fome waters of a purgative nature ; and tries to 
promote expeftoration by a method that fo far 
anfwers, tho* I fpit by it more blood than he^. 
fore. It will be in order to cure one way or 
other. 

With refpeft to my foul, I find it good to be 
ip the balance, awfully weighed every day for 
life or death. I thank God, the latter has loft 
its fting, and endears to me the Prince of life. 
But O: I want Chrifl my refurreftion to be a 
thoufand times more dear to me ; and doubt not 
be will be fo when I am JlUed with the Spirit of 
wifdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
him. Let us wait for that glory, praifing God 
for all we have received^ and dp daily receive ; 
and trufting him for all we have not yet receiv- 
ed. Let our faith do juftice to his veracity, out 
hope to his goodnefs, and our lov^ to all his 

BTfeAions. It is good to truft in the Lord, an4 
s faints )ike well to hope in him. I am prp^ 

vidcd 
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vided here with every neceffary and convenient 
blefling for my ftate. The great have even done 
me the honour of calling — Mr. Shirley^ .A4r» 

R d Hill, Mr. Peckwcil kc. I exhort them 

to promote peace in the Church, which they 
take kindly. I hope God will incline us all to 
peace living and dying. Lady Huntingdon 
iias written me a kind letter alio. O for uni* 
verfal, lading kindnefs! This world to me is 
now become a world of love* May it be fo to my 
dear friend alfo. My kindeft love and thanks 
wait on yourfelf, Mrs. Ireland, and all your 
dear family, h F. 



London, l^^^• 



Mr. Greenwood. 



t%tY dear Companion in tribulation, 
^^^ and in the patience of Jefus. 
Peace be multiplied unto you, and refignation 
by the crofs of Jefus. I tear your root on 
my heart, and caft my heart on him, to 
whom all burdens are lighter than a feather^ 
Pafchal faid, when tlie rod of tribulation was 
upon bim, " Now I begin to be a Chrifti- 
an," meaning a follower of the man of for- 
rows. By his pierced feet may yours be eafed. 
Hold this faft, Whom the Lord loveth^ he chajlen'^ 
eth. Accept the rod. as a token of your 
adoption; and be willing to be made perfeft 
in patience by fufferings. In the mean time 
rejoice that Chrift^s fufferings are over, — ^that 
they are .fl/or^/ng- — ^and that they have furckafed 
our comforts. If you can come fafely to mor- 

JQW, 
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row, you will bring a blefling to your poor pen- 
fioner, who remains in the bonds oi gratefulf 
brotherly love, yours, I. F. 

Newington, Feb* 24th, l^^^• 

James Ireland Efq, 

My dear Friend, 

T ET us abandon ourfelvcs 
^ without referve to God, 
who is alike the God of all grace when he chaf- 
tifes, as when he blefles us. Be a fon of Abra- 
ham — be an imitator of God. Abraham refufed 
not to offer up his Ifaac, and God has delivered 
his only Son to death for us. Refufe nothing 
to this God of love and tender compaffion. 
The facrifice of thole things which are moft pre- 
cious to us are the leajl unworthy of him ; and had 
we a thoufand Ifaacs, we ought to keep back 
none from him. Perhaps the Lord hath heard 
your prayer and ours. If your Ifaac lives, may 
ne be devoted to the Lord as was Samuel; and 
may the God of Elijah have all the glory of his 
recovery. If he be dead, prepare to follow 
him, and do not envy him the fweet repofe 
which he enjoys, and in which we Ihall loon 
JDhare with him. 

Adieu. They forbid my writing, but I wiH 
write to the lafl, Blejed be God who giveth us the 
vi6lory over death and its pains by Jefas Chrifi ! 
In him I am, and lliali always be altogether 
yours. I am your ten thoufand times obliged 
friend, I. F. 

?• S# Your fecond letter, which reached me 

when 



when the above was written, kifimnfs ifle of jcfttt 
Jofs;— but why ftiould I call 6od*s fecurin^ 

?our fon, and giving him eternal life your lofif 
t is Chrift's gain who fees in thit fweet child 
the travel of his childhood ; and it is your fon's 
gain, fince his oonfli^ and dangers are now 
over, and nothing awaits him but an eternal in- 
creafe of happinefs. Who knows but what 
God, who forefees all the ftorms of corruption 
and rocks of fin we are likely to meet with in 
the fea of life, has taken your dear child at the 
beft, and by this premature death fecures him 
from eternal death? Come, then, do not re- 
pine. God has made you the inftrument of 
adding one more little cherub to the heavenly 
hoft," and in this light you may well fay. The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken awayj ana bleffed 
be the name of the Lord! He is better than ten 
fons. Your fon is in his bofom, and this new 
cord fliould now draw you from earth to heaven 
with a frefh degree of power — with an irreliftible 
attraftion. 

I thank you ten thoufand times over for all 
your repeated marks of love and generofity to 
me and mine: the burden is too great to bear; 
I muftcaft it upon Him, who can blefs you ten 
thoufand times over, and turn all your feeming 
lofles into the greateft bleffings. May the God 
of all confolation help you to reap the earlieft 
and ripeft fruit of the afflidion whereby he giveff 
you a new token of your adoption. Remember 
my kind love and prefent my beft thanks to 
Mrs. Ireland. Yours Sec I. F. 



Newington, 
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Ncwington, April zjfkf 1777. 

Mifs Perronet* 

My dear Friend, 

A Thoufand thanks to you for 
-^^ your kind, comfortable lines% 
The profpeft of going to fee Jefus and his glo- 
rified members, and among them your dear de^ 
parted brother, my now everliving /nVwrf— this 
fweet profpeft is enough to make me quietly 
and joyfully fubmit, to leave all my Shorehara. 
friends, and all the excellent ones of the earth. 
But why do I tallc of going to leave any of 
Chrift's members, by going to be more intimate- 
ly united to the head? 

« We all are one, who him receive. 
And each with each agree ; ; 

In him the One, the Truth we live, 
Bleft point of unity!'* 

A point this, which fills heaven and earth-^ 
which runs through time and eternity. What 
an immenfe point! In it ficknefs is loft in 
health, and death in life. There let us ever 
meeU There to Jive is. Chrift, and to die gain. 

I cannot tell you how much I am obliged to 
your dear brother, for all his kipd, br^erly 
attendance as a phyfician. He has given me 
his time, his long walks, . his remedies: he has 
brought me Dr. Turner feveral times, and will 
not jo much as allow ipe to reiml?urfc his ex- 

f>ences. Help me to thank him for all his pro- 
ufion of love, for I cannot fuffieicntly do it 
myfelf. My duty to your father: I throw 
<X myfelf 
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myfelt in fpirit at his feet, and alk his biefling, 
and an intereft in his prayers. Tell him, that 
the Lord is gracious to me ; does not fuffer the 
Enemy to diiturb my p^ace ; and gives me, in 
profpec^, the victory over death* Thanks be to 
God, who giveth us this great viftory, through 
■our Lord Jefus Chrift! Abfolute rejigndlion to the 
divine will bafHes a thoufand temptations, and 
conjidence in our Saviour carries us fweetly 
through a thoufand trials* God fill us abun* 
dantiy with both! 

Thank dear Mrs. BifTiker for all her love to 
my dear departed friend ; and may our kindred 
spirits drink deeper into God, till they ai% filled 
with all the fulnefs, which our enlarged fouls 
can admit. Nor let your niece, to whom I fend 
my thanks, keep aloof. Let us all tend to our 
original centre; and experience that life and 
death are ours becaufe the Prince of life, who is 
our refurreftion and life, has overcome fin, 
death, and the grave for you, and for your 
obliged, unworthy brother, L F. 



Brillington, May 28th, 1777, 

Mr, and Mrs. Greenwood. 

Tl/rY very dear Friends, and Benefac- 
^^^ tors, Charles and Mary Green- 
Urood. — My prayers fhall always be, that the mer- 
ciful may find mercy, and that the great kindnefsj 
I have found under your quiet roo^ may be fliew- 
€d you every where under the canopy of heaven, 
I think with grateful joy, on the days of calm 

retreat 
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retreat I have been bleffed with at Newington, 
and lament my not having improved better the 
opportunity oi fitting, like Mary, at the feet^ of 
iny great Phylician. May he requite your kind 
^are to a dying worm, by abundantly caring for 
you and yours, and making all your bed in your 
licknefs! May you enjoy full health f May 
you hunger and thirft alter righteoufnefs. Loth 
that of Chrift, and thai of the Holy Ghoft, and 
be abundantly filled therewith!. May his rod 
and ftaff comfort you under all the troubles of 
life,, the decays of the body, the aifaults of the 
enemy, and tlie pangs of death I May the re- 
viving cordials of the word of truth be ever 
withiathe reach of your faith, and may your 
eager faith make a ready and conftant ule of 
them ; efpecially, when faintings come upon 
you, and your hands^ begin to hang; dowa! 
May you ftand in the clefts of the rock of ages, 
and there he fafely flieltered, when all the ftorms 
of juftice Ihall fall around! May you have al- 
ways fuch temporal and fpiritual helps, friends^ 
and comforts,, as I have found in your pleafing 
retreat ! 

You have received a poor Lazarus^ tho* his; 
fores were not vifible. You have had compaffi- 
on/ like the good Samaritan : you have admitted 
me to the enjoyment of your beft things; and: 
he, that did not deferve to have the dogs to liclc 
bis fares, has always found the members, of Jefus 
ready to prevent, to remove, or to bear his bur-» 
dens. And now, what (hall I fay ? What but^ 
Thanis be to God for his unfpeakable gift! and 
thanks be to my dear friends for all their fa- 
Youis ! They will, I truft, be found fiaithfull)? 
X a xeco£ded 
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recorded in my breaft, when the great Rewarier 
of tkoje^ wlio diligently feek him, mil render to every 
man according to hts xwrks^ Then Ihall a raifed 
Lazarus appear in the gate, to teftify of the love 
of Charles and Mary Greenwood, and of Uxcir 
godly lifter. 

I thought myfelf a little better laft 'Sunday; 
but I have lince fpit more blood than I had 
done for weeks betore* Glory be to God, for 
every providence! His will be done in me, by 
heaitli or fickiiefs^ by life or death! All from 
him is, and, I truft, will always be welcome to 
your obliged penfioner, I. F. 



Mn and Mrs. Greenwood* 

'T'EN tboufand bleffings light up- 
-*• on the heads and hearts of my 
dear bcnefaftors, Charles and Mary Greenwood ! 
May their quiet retreat at Newington become a 
Bethel to them ! May their offspring be born 
again there! And may the choiceft confola- 
tions of the Spirit vifit their minds, whenever 
they retire thither from the bufy citv! Tljeir 
poor penfioner travels on, though flowly, .to-^ 
wards the grave. His journey to the fea feems. 
to him to have haftened, rather than retardedt 
his progrefs to his old mother, Earth, May 
every providential blaft blow him nearer to the 
heavenly haven of his Saviour's breaft; where^ 
he hopes, one day, to meet all his benefactors^ 
and among them, thofe whom he now addreifes. 
O my dear friends, what^ Ihall I render ? What 

to 
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to Jefus? What to you? May He, who in- 
vites the heavy laden, take lapon him all the 
burdens of kindnefs you have heaped on your 
Lazarus! And may angels, when you die, find 
me in Abraham's bofom, and bring you into 
mine^ that, by all the kindnefs, which may be 
fliewn in heaven, I may try to requite that you 
have fliewn to your obliged brother !• F. 



Briflington^ '777« 

Mrs,. Thornton. 

My very dear Friend, 

T Shall not attempt to exprefe 
•*• my gratitude to you, for alt 
your charitable care of a poor fickly worm. As 
we fay, that filence fpeaks often beft the praifes 
of our great Benefaftor^ fo I muft fay here, 
I hope thefe lines will find you leaving the 
things that are behind, and prening forward to- 
ward the mark — the prize of our high calling 
on earth. In heaven we are called to be filled 
with all we can hold of the glorious fulnefs of God, 
and what that is, we know not, but we ftiaH 
know, if we follow on to know the Lord. Bui 
here alfo, we are called to be filled with all th^. 
fulnefs of God, God is love you know ; to be 
filled with all his fulnefs is, then, to be filled 
with love. O may that love be Ihed abroad id 
our hearts by the Holy Ghoft given to us,, ancl 
abiding in us! I ftMl look for that ineffable ful- 
nefs; and I beg, if you have not yet attained it,. 
yoLi would let nothing damp your hope, and: 
llack your puiiuit.. 

X 3 •» Ifpen* 



I fpend more time in giving my friendtf vt 
account of my health, than the matter is worth* 
You will fc^ by the enclored, which I beg you 
would fend to the poft» when you have Ihewcd 
it to Mr. John and Charles Wefley, if they think 
it worth their while to run it over, to fee how 
their poor fervant does.. 

I am going to do by my poOT fifter, what you 
have done by me — 1 mean, try to fmooth the 
road of iicknefs to the chamber of death. Gra- 
titude and blood call me to it — ^you have done 
it without fuch calls; your brotherly kindnels 
is freer than mine; but not fa free as the love 
of Jefus, who took upon him our nature, that he 
might bear our infirmities, die our death, and 
make over to- us. his refurreffcion and his life, 
after all we had done to render life hateful and 
death horrible to him* O! for this matchlefs love, 
kt rocks and hills, let hearts and tongues break 
an ui7grateful filence ; and let your Chriftian 
mufe hrui new anthems^ and your poetick heart 
new flights of eloquence and thankfulnefs* 
You partly owe me, by promife, a piece of poe- 
try oa joy in redeeming and fanclifj^ing love. 
May the fpirit of praife aflifl you niighSily in 
the noble work! Maintain the frame of poetick^ 
Chriftian joy,, by ufing all your talents of grace 
and nature, to. embrace and fhew forth hi& 
goodnefs, 

I i hall be glad to hear from you in Switzer- 
land, and ihall doubly rejoice, if you can fend 
me wjrd, that ihe, who is joined to the Lord 
accordiiiij to the glory of the new covenant, is- 
one fpirit witlt him,, and enjoys all the glorious- 
liheriy of the cbildrea of God I The God of 

peace- 
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peace be with you all ! I asn^ My dear 
Friend, &c, I. F« 



Briflington^ 1^77. 

Mrs. Thornton, 

My dear Friend, 

VOU fliould have heard from 
^ me, if fome times want of 
Ipirits to hold a pen, and for fome days, want of 
paper, had not ftood in the way of my inclina- 
tion. Now I have paper, and a degree of 
ftreiigth, how can I employ both better, than in 
trying to fulfil with my pen the great com- 
mandment, which contains my duty to God and 
my neighbour? But what can a pen do here? 
It can juft teflify what my heart feels — That 
no words can delcribe, what I owe to my hea^ 
venly Benefaftor, to my earthly friends, and to 
you in particular, who have had fo much pati- 
ence as to ftand by me, and bear a ihare in my 
burdens, for fo many months at home and 
abroad. 

What fliall I fay? Thanks be to God for his 
unfpeakable gifts — for Jefus — for the ^irit of 
Jefus,— for the members of Jefus's myftical bo- 
dy ; and in particular am I bound to return 
thanks for thofe, who have miniftered, and ftill 
do minifter to my wants, and fhare in my infir- 
mities* Your meek humility forbids my laying, 
that among the many^ who, for Chrm's fake^ 
have debafed themfelves fo far, as to take up my 
crofs with me, and help me to bear it after my 
Lord, you ftand in the firft rank, and .the firft 

fruits 



fruits of Tuy gndrude are due «> youu Sanaa 
of Cyre-e Lrorr our Lord's craft by coacpaifioa: 
You'hivr Uime thit of the mofi unworthy of 
his fer/2nt5 T>r;thout comjNiiiion: and now, 
what ihdii I render f— -A liient tear whifpeis, 
I can render nothing. Miy the merciful; faith- 
ful G'jd, who has protfiifed, that a cup of coU 
water given to the leaft of his followers fhall not 
lof'r its reward — may that omnipotent God« who 
fees you in all the dates of weaknefs, which 
await you between the prefent moment and the 
hour of death, give you all, that can make your 
life comfortable, your trials tolerable, your 
death triumphant, and your eternity glorious! 

What I aik. for you. I alfo peculiarly beg fi>r 
your dear brother and fifler, who have vouch* 
laft'd to bind To dry, fo infignificant (I had 
almofl (aid, ib rotten) a ftick as myfelf, in the 
bundle of that love, with which they embrace 
the poor, the laine, the helplefs, the loathfome^ 
and thole, who have their fores without, as La- 
zarus, or within, as L May we all be found 
bound up together in the bundle of life, light, 
and love, with our Lord ! And when he Ihall 
make up his jewels, may yo^a all fhine among 
his diamonds of the fineft water and the firlt 
magnitude ! 

You want poCGbly to know, how 1 go on. 
Though I am not worth a line,. I Ihall obferve 
to the glory of my patient, merciful, Preferver 
and Redeemer,, that I am kept in fweet peace, 
and am looking for the triumphant joy of my 
Lord, and fur the fuluefs expreft in thele words^ 
which fweetly filled the fleeplels hours of laft 
night— 

" Drawn — 
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^ Drawn — ^and redeemed — and feaiy, 

I blefs the One and Three ; 
With Father, Son, and Spirit fiU'd 

To all eternity." 

With refpeft to my body, I fleep lefs, and fpit 
more blood than I did, when you were here, 
nor can I bear the leaft trot of an eafy horfe. 
If this continues many days, inflead of thinking 
to go and fee my friends on the Continent, x 
fbafl turn my fteps to my earthly home, to be 
readj^ to lay my bones in my church yard: 
and in fuch a cafe, I fhall put you in mind of 
your kind promife, that you would do to the 
laft the office of a guardian angel — hold up my 
hands in my laft conflift, and clofe my eyes^ 
when it is over. Two of my parifliioners came 
to convey me fafe home, and had perfuaded me 
to go with them in a poft-chaife ; but I had fa 
bad a night before the day I was to fet out, that 
I gave it up. My profpe6ls and ways are fliut 
up, fo that I have nothing to look at but Jefijil 
?nd the grave. May I fo look at them, as to 
live in my refurreclion and my life; and die 
in all the meeknefs and holinefs of my Lord 
and my all! I humbly requeft a continued in*- 
tereft in your fervent prayers, that I may he 
fouiid completely ready, when my Lord's mcf- 
fenger fhall come for my foul. Adieu my dear 
friend. God blefs and reward you. I am, 
your moft afie£iionate friend and brother, L F« 



Madeley, 
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Madeley, OS. a ill, 1777, 

The Right Hon. Lady Mary Fitzgerald. 
Honoured and dear Madam. 

np HE honour of. your Chrifti- 
■■■ an letter humbles me, and 
the idea of your taking half a dozen fteps, much 
more that of your taking a journey to confult 
fo mean a creature, lays me in the duft. My 
brothers and lifters invite me to breathe once 
more my natal air, and the phylicians recom- 
mend to me a journey to the continent. I waif 
for the laft intimations of Providence to deter- 
mine me to ^o. If I do, I Ihall, probably, pafi 
through London, and in that cafe, I could have 
the honour of waiting upon you. I fay, proba- 
bly, becaufe I fhall only follow my friend, ancj 
a ferious family, which goes to fpend the winte* 
in the South of Finance, or in Spain : and I do 
not yet know, whether they defign to embark 
at Dover, or at fome port in the Weft of Eng- 
land. They have all taken a journey, and at 
their return, I fhall know their determination," 
and be able to fix the time, when I might have 
it in my power to wait upon you, Madam, eitheif 
at your houfe, or at our dear friend's in St* 
James's Place. 

With refpeft to the hints you drop in youf 
letter, concerning your external circumftances, 
I find it upon my heart, to fay. Abide in the 
ftate, in which you have been called, till Provi- 
dence makes a way for you to efcape out oi 
what may be contrary to your new tafte. Your 
crofs has changed its nature with your heart; 
and WQ may, in fome cafes, be called to take up 

a worldly 
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a worldly, as well as a heavenly crofs, Jofeph 
and Moles did fo onee in Egypt, Efther in Sufa, 
Daniel in Babylon, John the Baptift at Herod's 
court, and our Lofd in the houfe of the rich 
Pharifee. Some great end, to yourfelf, or to 
others, may be anfwered by patiently bearing 
your worldly crofs, till it be taken from you, or 
you are removed from under it. Continue to 
make it matter of earneft prayer to know the 
will of God concerning you ; and whilft your 
eye watches the motions of the providential 
cloud, and your heart liftens for the Lord's call, 
endeavour to keep your will as an even balance 
at his feet, that the lead grain of intimation — 
clear intimation from him, and the leaft diftinft 
touch of the hand of Providence, may turn the 
fcale either way, without refiftarice on your 
part. Being thus fully perfuaded, you will 
do, and fuflfer all, with the liberty ana courage 
of faith. 

You have been afflifted, as well as dear Mrs. 

G , Mrs. L , and myfelf. May our 

maladies yield the peaceable fruits of righteouf- 
nefs — complete deadnefs to the world, and in- 
creafed faith in the mercy> love, and power of 
Him, who fupports under the greateft trials, and 
can make our extremity . of weaknefs, an oppor- 
tunity of difplaying the freenefs of his grace, 
and the greatnefs of his power. Give my duty 
and thanks to them, and tell them, that I falute 
them under tlie crofs, with the fympathy of a 
companion in tribulation; and rejoice at the 
thought of doing it, where the crofs Ihall be 
exchanged for the crown. In the mean time, 
let us glory la the crofs of our common Head ; 

and 



and firmly believe, that he is exalted to eiye us 
whatever is bed for us» in life, in deatn, and 
for ever. 

I liave taken the bark for feme days, and it 
feenis to have been blefied to the removal of 
my fpitting blood. Time will decide, whether 
it be a real removal, or only a fufpenlion of 
tJiat fymptom. Either will prove a blefling, as 
his will is our health. To live fingly to Godf 
the bell method is to defire it in meeknejs; to 
Ipread the defire in quietnefs before him who 
infpireth it; to offer him now all we have and 
are, ^ z^ can; and to open our. mouth of ex- 
pectation wide, that he may either fill it with 
good things, with all his fulnefs, or that he may 
try our patience^ and teach us to know our totm 
helplejfnefs. With refpeft to the weeping frame 
of repentance, and the joyous one of faith, they 
are both good alternately; but the latter is the 
better of the two, becaufe it enables us to do, 
and fuffer, and praife, which honour^ Chrift 
more: both are happily mixed. May they be 
fo in you, Madam, and in your unworthy and 
obliged fervaut, I, F, 

Macon in Burgundy, May 17th, 1778. 

The Rev. Meff. John and Charles Wefley. 
Rev. and dear Sirs, 

T Hope that while I lie by, like 
-■• a broken veffel, the Loid con- 
tinues to renew your vigour, and fends you to 
water his vineyard, and to ftand in the gap a- 
gainft error and vice. I have recovered fomc 

ftrength, 
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ftrength, blefled be God, fince I came to the 
Continent; but have lately had another attack 
of my old complaints. However, I find myfelf 
better again, though I think it yet advifeablc 
not to fpeak in pubiick. 

I preached twice at Marfeilles, but was not 
permitted to follow the blow. There are few 
noble, inguifitive Bereans in thefe parts* Tlie 
minifters in the town of my nativity have been 
very civil. They have offered me the pulpit; 
but I fear, if I could accept the offer, it would 
foon be recalled, I am loath to quit this part 
of the field without cafting a ftone at that giant» 
Sin, who ftalks about with uncommon boldnefs. 
I (hall, therefore, ftay fome months longer, to 
fee if the Lord will pleafe to give me a little 
more ftrength to venture an Kttack. 

Gaming and drefs, fmful pleafure and love of 
money, unbelief and falfe philofophy, lightnefe 
of fpirit, fear of man, and love of the world, 
are the principal fins, by which Satan binds hi« 
captives in thefe parts. Materialifm is not rare ; 
Deifm and Socinianifm are very common ; and 
a fet of Free-thinkers, great admirers of Voltaire 
and Roffeau, Bayle and Mirabeau, feem bent 
upon deftroying Chriftianity and government* 
** With one hand, (faid a lawyer, who has 
written fomething againft them) they fliake the 
throne, and with the other, they throw down 
the altars." If we believe them, the world is 
the dupe of kings and priefts. Religion is 
ftnaticifm and fuperftition. Subordination is 
flavery and tyranny. Chriftian morality is ab- 
furd, unnatural, and imprafticable ; and Chrifti- 
anity the moft bloody religion that ever was. 

Y And 
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And here it is certain, that by the example of 
Chriftians fa called^ and by our continual dif- 
putes, they have a great advantage, and do the 
truth immenfe mifchlef. l\)pery mil certainly fcH 
in France^ in this^ or the next ciutury; and I make 
no doubt, God will ufe thofe vain men, to bring 
about a reformation here, as he ufed Henry the 
Eighth to do that work in Ensland : fo ths 
madnefs of his enemies fhall, at laft, turn to his 
praife, and to the furtherance of his kingdom. 

In the mean time, it becomes all lovers of 
the truth, to make their heavenly tempers, and 
humble, peaceful love to fliine before all men^ 
that thofe mighty adverfaries, feeing the good 
works of profeffors, may glorify their Father 
who is in heaven, and no more blaipheme that 
wcMTthy name, by which we are all called Chrif- 
tians. 

If you alk. What fyftem thefe men adopt? 
I anfwer, that fome build on Deifin, a morality 
founded on felf-prefervation^ felf-interejl, and /ei> 
honour. Others laugh at all morality, except 
that which being neglefted violently difturbs io* 
ciety; and external order is the decent covering 
of Fatalifm, while Materialifm is their fyftem. 

O dear Sirs, let me entreat you, in thefe 
dangerous days, to ufe your wide influence, 
with unabated zeal, againft the fgheme of thefe 
modern Celfufes, Porphiries, and Julians; by 
calling all profelTors to think and fpeak the fame 
things, to love and embrace one another, and to 
fiand firmly embodied to refift thofe daring 
men ; many of whom are already in England, 
headed by the admirers of Mr. Hume and Mr, 
Hobbes, But it is needlefs to fay this to thofe 

who 
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who have made, and continue to Qiake fuch a 
(land for vital Chriftianity ; fo that I have no- 
thing to do but pray, that the Lord would abun- 
dantly fupport and ftrengthen you to the laft, 
and make you a continued comfort to his en- 
lightened people, loving reptoveis of thofe who 
mix light and darkneCs^ and a terror to the per- 
verfe: and this is the cordial prayer of. Rev. 
and dear Sirs, your aifeftionate ion, and obliged 
fervant in the gofpel^ L f^ 

P. S, I need not tell you. Sirs,, that the hour 
in which Providence Ihall make my way plain 
to return to England,, to unite with tlie happy 
number of thofe who feel^ or feek the power of 
phriftian godlinefs, will be welcome to me.. 
O favoured Britons T Happy would it be for 
them, if they knew their gofpel privikgest 
My relations in Adam are all very kind to me ;. 
but the fpiritual relations, whom God has raifed 
pie in Englandf. exceed them yet* Thanks be 
to Chrifl, and to lus blafphemed religion I 

Macon ia Burgundy, May iSth^. 1778.. 

The Rev. Dr. Conyers. 

Hon. and dear Sir, 



I 



Left orders with a friend 
to fend you a little book, 
called The Reconciliation; in which I endeavbur 
to bring nearer the children 6f God, who arc 
divided about their partial views of divine truths. 
1 do not know whether that traft has in any 
degree, anfwered its defign; but I believe truth 
can be reconciled with itfel^ and the candid. 
Y a . childrea 
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children of God one with another. O that feme 
abler hand, and more loving heart, would under- 
take to mend my plan, if it be worth mending^ 
or draw one more agreeable to the word of God! 
My eyes are upon yew, dear Sir, and thofe who 
are like minded with you, for this work: dii- 
appoint me not of my hope. Stand forth, and 
make way for reconciling love, by removing 
(lo far as lies in you) what is in the way (m 
brotherly union. O Sir, the work is worthy of 
you! and if you faw, with what boIdne{s the 
ialle philofophers of the Continent, who arc the 
apodies of the age, attack Chriftianity, and re« 
prefent it as one of the worft religions in the 
world, and fit only to make the. profeflbrs of it 
murder one another, or at lead to contend 
among themfelves; and how they urge our difr 
putes to make the gofpel of Chrift the jeft of 
nations, and the abhorrence of all flefh, yoa 
would break through your natural timidity^ and 
invite all our brethren in the miniftry, to da 
what the herds do on the Swifs mountains, when 
wolves attack them ; inftead of goring one ano* 
ther, they unite, form a clofe battalion, and 
face the common enemy on ail fides. What a 
lliame would it be, if cows and bulls (hewed 
more prudence, and more regard for union, than 
Chriftians and gofpel Minifters ! 

O dear Sir, take courage! Be bold for the 
reconciling truth. Be bold for peace. You can 
do all things, through Chrift ftrengthening you; 
and as Doctor ConyerSf you can do many things, — 
a great many more than you think. What if 
yougo. Sir, in Chrift 's name, to all the gofpel 
minilters of your acquaintance, exhort them as a 

fatheri 
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fether,. entreat them as a brother, and bring; 
them, or as many of them as you can together ;. 
think you that you;r labour would be in V^in in 
the Loid? Impoffibjc, Sir!: O defpair not! 
Charity hopedi all things, and a3 Kcmpis faiths 
** It trieth all things, and bxingeA many things 
to pafs, which would appear impofSble to him,, 
who defpaireth, hateth, or qaretfa not for. the 
fheep." 

If you want a coach, pr a frij^nd tP accompany 
you, when you go upon this errand of Jove,, 
remember there i$ a "thomton in London, and. 
an Ireland in Brlftol, who will wifli you God- 
fjpeed, and make your way plain before you; 
and God wiil raife many more to concur in the 
peaceful work^ Let me humbly intreat you U^ 
;o to work, and to perfevere in it, 1 wifhj 
lad ftrength to be at le?ift your poftilion when 
you go. I would drive, if not like Jehu,, at leaft 
with fqme de'gree of cheerful fwiftnefs,. whilf 
Chrift finiled on the Chriftian attempt,. But I 
am coixfident you can do all in the abfence, an^ 
without the concurrence of him who is, with: 
brotherly love, and dutiful refpeft, Hon. an4 
dear Sir, your obedient fervant in the gofpel,. , 

L F- 



Nyon,;June 2d, 1778.^ 

Mr. William Perronet. 

iViy aeai friend,* 

t \ HEM I wrote to you laft,, 

^^ 1 inentiOiicd Iwu Ladies. 

of yoy..i: family, ,wto have munltd two brulheriJ,, 

• ' '• ' ■ Y 3 ■ MeJirsi. 
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Meffrs. Monod* Since that time, they have re- 
quefled me^ to fend to your father the enclofed 
memorial, which I hope will prove of ufe to 
your family. At the bad writing and the lan- 
guage may make the underilandine of it difficult 
to you, I fend you the fubftance of it^ and of the 

letter of the Ladies' lawyer, as follows.—* * 

« *** iC * * m • 

* * *,*.« * * « • 

While I invite you to make your title clear 
to a precdiious eftate on earth, permit me, my 
dear Sir, to remind you of the heavenly inheri- 
tance entailed on believers, . The will, the new 
teftament by which we can recover it, is proved* 
Tlie court is juft and equitable* the Judge is 
gracious and loving. To enter into pofleflion 
of a part of the eftate heie, and of the whole 
hereafter,, we need only believe^ and prove 
evangelically^ that we are believers* Let us, 
then, fet about it noTxr, with earneftnefs/~with 
perfeverance, and with a full affurance, that, 
through grace,^ we flull infaUibly carry our 
caufe* Alasf what are eftates and crowns, to 
grace and glory? The Lord grant, that we, 
and all our friends, may chufe the better part, 
which your brother, my dear frieiKl, fo happily 
chofe. And may we firmly ftand. to the choice, 
IS he did, to the laft* My beft refpefts wait 
u|x>n your dear father, your fifters, and nieces. 
God reward your kindnefs. to me upon them 
all ! 

1 have liad a pull back fuice I wrote laft* 
After I left Mr. Ireland at Macon, to (horten 

my 
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my journey ^and enjoy new profpcfts, I ventured 
to crofs the mountains, which feparate France 
from this country. But on the third day of the 
journey, I found an unexpected trial; a large 
hili, whofe winding roads were fo fteep, that 
though we fed the horfes with bread and wine, 
they could fcarcely drav^r the chaife, obliged 
me to walk in all the fteepeft places. The 
climbing lafted feveral hoi;^rs, tlpie fun was hot, 
I perfpired violently, and the next day I fpit 
blood again. I have chiefly Icept to goat's milk 
ever fince, and hope I flball get over this death 
alfo, becaufe I find myfelf, bieffed be God, bet^ 
ter again, and my cough is neither frequent nor 
violent. 

This is a delightful country. If you come 
to fee it, and claim the eftate, bring all the 
papers and memorials your father can colled, 
and come to Ihare a pleafant apartment, and one 
of the fineft profpefts in the world, in the houfc 
where I was born. God blefs you, my dear 
friend 1 Believe me, Dear Sir &c I. I. 

Nyon, July islh, jjfS. 

James Ireland Efq. 

My dear Friiend, 

T Have ventured to preach 
•*■ once, and to expound once 
in the church. Our minifters are very kind 
and preach to the purpofe : a young one of this 
town gave us lately a very excellent, gofpel 
ferraon. Grown up people ftand faft iu their 
ftupidity, or in their felf-righteoufiiefs» The 

day 
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day I preached, I met with finne chilchren fit 
my wood walking or gathering firawbenics» 
I ipoke to them about our Father^ our Common 
Father — ^We felt a toudi of brotherly afTediocu 
They faid they would fins; to tiieir f*adler» 29 
well as the birds ; and followed me attempdng 
to make fuch melody as you know is commonly 
made in thefe parts- I outrode them» but fame 
of them had the patience to follow me homcij 
and faid they would fpeak with me; but the 
people of the houfe ftopt them, faying I would 
not be troubled with children. They cded and 
• faid. They were fare I would not fay fo, for I was 
their good brother.. The next day when I heaid 
it, I enquired, after them, and invited them to 
come to me ; which they have done every day 
fince* I make them little hymns which they 
fing. Some of them are imder fwcet drawings^ 
jrefterday, I wept for joy, on hearipg one fp^ 
of convii^tion. of iin, and joy unfpeakable ia 
Chrift which had followed, as would do an ex* 
perienced believer in BriftoL Laft Sunday I 
met them in the virood : there were 100 of them, 
and as many adults. Our firft Paftor has Cnce 
defired me to defift from preaching in the wood, 
(for I had exhorted) for fear of giving umbrage; 
and I have complied from a concurrence of cir- 
cumftances which are not worth mentioning: 
I therefore meet them in my Father's yard. 

In one of my letters, I prom i led you fome 
anecdotes, concerning the death of our two 
great philofophers, Voltaire and Roiieau. Mr, 
Tronchm, the Phylician of the Duke of Orleans 
being fent'-for to attend Voltaire in his illnefs 
at Paris, Voltaire lam tQ him> " Sir, I defirc 
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" you would fave my life. I will give you the 
«« half of my fortune, if you lengthen out my 
•* days only for fix months. If not, I fhall go 
«* to the Devil, and fhall carry you away along 
«* with me." 

Mr. Roffeau died more decently, as full of 
himfelf as Voltaire was of the wicked one. He 

S)aid that attention to nature and the natural 
iin, which the Chriftian pays to grace and the 
Sun of righteoufnefs. Thefe are fome of his 
laft words to his wife^ which I copy from a 
printed letter circulating in thefe parts. " O- 
pen the window, that I may fee the green fields 
once more. How beautiful is nature! How 
wondeitui is the fun! See that glorious light 
it fends forth! It is God, who calls me. — 
How pleafing is death, to a man who is not 
confcious of any fin ! OGod! my foul is now 
as pure as when it firft came out of thy hands : 
crown it with thy heavenly blifs!"— God deli- 
ver us from felf and Satan, the internal and ex- 
ternal fiend! The Lord forbid , we Ihould fall 
into the fnare of the Sadducees, with the former 
of thofe two famous men, or mto that of the 
Pharifecs with the latter. Farewell in Jefus. 

I. F. 



Nyon, Sep. 25th, 1778* 

James Ireland Efq. 

My dear Friend, 

T Am juft returned from an cx- 
•*• curfion I made with my bro- 
ther, through the fine vale in the midft of the 

high 
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high hills, which divide France from this coun- 
try. In that vale wc found three lakes, one on 
French ground, and two on Swife; the largejft 
is fix miles long anci two wide. It is the part 
of the country where induftry is moft apparent, 
and where population thrives beft» The inha- 
bitants are chiefly woodmen, coopers, watchr 
makers, and jewellers^ They told me, they had 
the heft iingiiig, and the beft preacher in tht 
country, f aiked, If any finners were converted 
under his miniftry ? They ftared, and. afked, 
** What I meant by converfion? When I 
had explained myfelf, they fai^l, ** We did 
not live in the time of mirapJes.*' 

I was better fati^fied in pafling through a part 
of the vale which belongs to the King of France. 
I faw a prodigipqs qoncQurfe of people, an4 
iuppofed they kept a fair, but was agreeably fur- 
prized to fiad it wa^ three Miffionaries, who 
went aboyt as itinerant preachers to help the 
regular clergy. They had been there already 
fome days, and were three brothers who preach- 
ed morning and evening. The evening fervicc 
opened by what they caUed a conference^. Otit 
of the Miifionaries took the pujpit,. and the pa.? 
rifh Prieft propofed queftions to hira, which he 
anfwered at full length and in a very edifying 
manner. The fubjeft was the unlawfulnefs and 
the jnilicbi^f of thofe methods, by which perfons 
of different fexes lay fnares for each other, and 
corrupt each others morals. The fubj^&- m% 
treated with delicacy, propriety and truth. The 
method was admirably well calculated to draw 
and fix the attention of a mixed multitude. 
This cpnference being ended, another Miffiona- 



ry tdbk th^ pulpit. His text was cur Lorf^i 

defcription of the day oF Judgment. Before 
the lermon, all thofe who for the prefs could 
kneeJv did, and iiing a French hymn to beg 
a bleffing upon the word; and indeed it was 
bleifed. An awful attention was vilible upon 
moft, and " for a good part of the difcourfe, 
the voice of the preacher was almoft loft in 
the cries ahd bitter wailings of the liudience. 
When the outcry began, the preacher was de- 
fcribing the departure of the wicked into eter- 
nal file. They urged that God Was merciful, 
and that Jefus Chrift had Ihed his blood for 
them. " But that mercy you have flighted (re- 
plies the Judge) and now is the time of juftice; 
that blood you have trodden under foot, and 
now it cries for vengeance. Know your day- 
flight the Father's mercy and the Son's blood 
no longer." I have feen but once or twice 
cohgregations as much affefted in England. 
• One of our Minifters being ill, I ventured a 
fecond fimef info the pulpit laft Sunday; and 
the Sunday before, 1 preached fix miles oif to 
aooo people in a jail yard, where they were 
come to liee a poor murderer two days before 
his execution. I was a little abufed by the 
Bailiff on the occafion, and refufed the liberty 
of attending the poor man to the fcaffold where 
he was to be broken on the wheel. I hope he 
died penitent. The day before he fuffered, he 
faid ne had broken his irons, and that as he 
deferred to die, he defired new ones to be put 
on, left he ftiould be tempted to make his efcape 
a fecond time. 

You afk, What I defign to do ? I propofe, if it 

be 
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be the Lord's will to fpcnd the winter here, to 
bear my teftimony againft the trade of my coun- 
trymen, which Voltaire defcribes thus— 

Barbares, dont la guerre eft 1' unique 

metier, 
Et qui vendent leur fang a qui veut Ic 

paier,* 

In the Spring, I fhall if nothing prevents 
return to England with you, or with Mr. Per- 
ronet, if his affairs are fettled, or alone if other 
ways fail. In the mean while, I rejoice with 
youinjefus, and in the glorious hope of that 
complete falvation his faithfulnefs has promifed, 
and his power can never be at a lofs ,to beftow. 
We mull be faved by faith and hope till we are 
faved by perfeft love, and made partakers of 
heavenly glory. 

I am truly a Jlranger here. Well then, as 
ftrangers let us go where we (hall meet the 
affemblv of the righteous gathered in Jefus. 
Farewell in him, you and yours. I. F. 

Nyon, Feb. 2d, lyygt 
James Ireland Efq. 

My dear Friend, 

T Am forry to hear that you 
•*■ are ftill tried by illnefs ; but 
our good, heavenly Father will have us to live 
with one foot on earth, and the other in the 
ftirrup of our infirmities, ready to mount and 
pafs from time into eternity. He is wife ; his 
will be done, his name praifed, and our fouls 
faved, tho* it be by Ikin of our teeth! 

lam 
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1 am better, thank God, and ride out every 
<iay when the flippery roads will permit me to 
venture without the riCk of breaking my horfea 
legs and my own neck. You will aft me how 
I have fpent my time : I pray, have patience, 
rejoice, and write when I can ; I faw wood in 
the houfe when I cannot go out, and eat grapes, 
of which I have always a baftet by me. Our 
little Lord Lieutenant has forbidden the mini- 
fters to let me exhort in the parfonage, becaufe 
it is the Sovereign's hovfe» My fecond brother 
has addreffed a memorial to him, in which he 
informs him, that he will give up neither his 
religious nor civil liberty, and will open his 
houfe for the word of God ; and accordingly we 
have finte met at his houfe. On Sunday we 
met at the young Clergyman's, who, on his 
part, writes againft the conduft of the Clergy ; 
out I fear we fence againft a wall of brafs» 
However I am quite perfuaded that Providence 
calls me to leave a teuimony to my French bre- 
thren, and it may be of fome ufe when I (hall 
be no more. I have been comforted by feeing 
the Apology of a Minifter at Yverdon, who was 
perfecuted in the beginning of this century 
under the name of Pjetift. 1 have got acquaint* 
ed with a faithful Minifter of Geneva, but he 
dares no more offer me his pulpit than my 
brother in law at Laufanne. 

The Lord was not in the forwardnefs of the 
young man I mentioned. It was but a fire of 
ftraw; and he has now avoided me for fome 
weeks. Several young women feem to have re- 
ceived the word in the love of it, and four or 
five grown up ones; but not one man except 

Z the 
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the young hopeful Clergyman I mention, who 
helps me at my little meetings and begins to 
preach extempore, I hope he will ftand his 
ground better than he, who was fuch an approve 
er when you were here, and is now dying after 
having drawn back to the world. 

The truths I chiefly infift upon, when I talk 
to the people who will hear me, are thofe which 
I feed upon myfelf as my daily bread — " God 
" our Maker and Preferver, tho' invifible, is 
** here and every xohere. He is our chief good> 
" bccaufe all beauty and all goodnefs centers in, 
'* and flows from him. He is efpecially Iw^, 
** and love in us, being his image, is the fum 
•* and fubflance of all moral and ijpiritual excel- 
" lence— of all true and lafting blifs. Iri Adam 
** we are all eftranged from love and from God; 
«* but the fecond Adam, Jefus, Emmanuel, God 
•• with us, is come to make us know and enj<^ 
*• again our God as the God of love and tfe 
'« chief good. All who receive Jefus, receive 
<« power to become the fons of God kc &c«" 

I hope I ihail be able to fet out for England 
with Mr. Perronet in April or May. O that I 
may find that dear ifland in peace within and 
without! Well, I hope you make peace in the 
Church if you cannot make peace with the 
Patriots.— —God is a good God : do you know 
the coats and ilioes you gave me have lafted all 
this while, and are yet good ; fo that I need not 
draw upon your banker. Thank God and you 
for a thoufand favours ! God blefs and comiort 
you my dear friend! We are poor creatures, 
but we have a good God to caft all our burdens 
upon, and who often burdens us that we may 

have 



Jiave pur cgpfiant and free r^courfe to his boun- 
ty, power, Biid faithfulnefs. Stand faft in the 
^ith. Believe loving^ and all will be well. 
Tarje^yelL !• F. 



Nyon, May 2ad, 1779* 

Mr. Charles Greenwood. 

My dear Friend, 

T Am yet alive, able to 

■■' ride out, and now and 

iben tp inftruft a few children. I hope Mr. 

Perronet will foon have fettled his affairs, and 

then, pljeafe God, I (hall inform you by word of 

xaouth, how much I am indebted to you, Mrs, 

.Greenwood, and Mrs. Thointon. I know it 

So much the more now, as I have ana4c trial of 

.the ^kindaefe of my relatioas in Adam : thofe 

}xi Cfarifi exceed them as far in my account, as 

grace .d9es nature* Thank and fatute them 

earaeftly from me, and to thofe of your own 

)ioviIehjald* pleafe to add Mn John and Charles 

lydley, B;r. Coke, Mr. Atlay &c. That the 

Lord would fill you all with his choiceft blef- 

fings, as you have done me, is. My dear Friend,. 

the earneft prayer oF your poor penfioner, I. F. 

' P. S. Mr. Perronet wants me to fill up his 

letter. I would gladly do it, with thanks ta 

God for his unfpcakable gifts — ^his Son, his 

Spirit, and his word I And thanks be to his 

people, for thqir kindnefs towards the poor, the 

3&ck, the ftranger, and eQ^ecially towards mei 

But at this time, a {leepleis nighjt and a conftant 

tooth-ache^ unfit me for almoft evicry thing,, bi;i 

Z 2 lying 
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lying down under the crofs, kifling the iod» and 
rejoicing in hope of a better ftatc, in this world 
or in the next. But, perhaps, weaknefs and 
pain are the beft for me in this world. Well, 
the Lord will chufe for me, and I fully fet my 
heart and feal to his choice. Let us not £adnt 
in the day of adverfity. The Lord tries us, 
that our faith may be found purged of all -the 
drofs of felf-will, and 'may work by that love, 
which beareth all things, and thinketh evil of 
nothing. Our calling is to follow the Crucifi- 
ed, and we muft be crucified with him, until 
body and foul know the power of his refurrcfti- 
on, and pain and death are done away. 

' I hope my dear friend will make, with me, 
a conflant choice of the following mottos of St. 
Paul — Chrift is£ain in life and death — Our Ufe is hii 
with Chrifi in God — If we fuffer with him^ we fiM 
aljo reign with him — Wr ^lory in tribulation-'^^God 
will give us rejl with Chrtft, in that day — We an 
faved by hope. And that Mifs Thornton will 
always, by word and deed ftand to her motto* 
and rejoice in the Lord our God, Creator, Re- 
deemer, and Sanftifier. To him let us give 
glory in the f res. Amen. 

Nyon, Dec. 15th, 1779. 
To a Nobleman. 

My Lord, 

iF the American Ccdonies and 

■^ the Weft India Iflands are rent 

from the crown, there will not grow one ear of 

corn the lefs in Great Britain. We fhall ftill 

have the neceflaries of life, and, what is more, 

the 
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Ihe go^i tnd liberty to hear it. If t&e gr^at 
iprmg3 of trade and wealth are cut off, good 
v^cn will bear that lofs without much forrow^ 
ipr fpri?igs of wealth are always fprings of 
luxury, which, fooncr or later, deftroy the em- 
pires corrupted by wealth. Moral good may 
come out of our loffes : I wifh you may fee it 
in England. People on the Continent imagine 
they fee it already in the Englifh on their tra- 
vels, who are faid to behave with more wifdom^ 
and lefe hjaughtkiefs, than .they were ufed to do. 

Laft year law the death of three great men of 
thefe partsr-pRoflcau, Voltaire, and Baron Hallcr, 
a fenator of Berne. The laft, who is not much 
kwwn, I think, in England, was a great philo- 
ibpher» a profound politician, and an agreeable 
pclct; but he was particularly famous for his^ 
fl^ill i» botany^ anatomy, and jJiyfick. He ha*, 
enriched the republick of letters by fuch a num- 
ber of publications in Latin and German, that 
the catalogue of them is alone a pamphlet. 

This truly great man has given another proof 
of the truth of Lord Bacon V affiertion, that^ 
** although finatterers in philofophy are often 
impious, true philofophers are always religious." 
I have met with an old, pious^ apoftoUck Cler* 
gyman^who was intimate with the Baron, anid 
ufed to accompany him over the Alps, in his 
rambles after the wonders of nature. ** With 
what pleafure, faid the minifter^ did we admire 
and adore the wifdom of the God of nature,, 
and fanftify our refearches by the fweet praifes^ 
of the God of grace!" 

When the Emperor paffed this way^ he ftab* 
bed Voltaite to the heart,, by not paying him a 
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vifit; but he willed on Haller, was two horn 
with him, and heaid firom him fuch pious talk^ 
as he never heard from half the philofophers of 
the age. The Baron was then ill of the difinr* 
der, which afterwards carried him off. 

Upoa his death bed, he went through lore 
conil-cts about his intereft in Chrift ; and fent to 
the oid minifter^ requefting his moft fervent 
prayers, and withing him to find the way 
through the dark valley fmoother than he found 
it hiinfelf. However, in his laft moments, he 
expre Jed a renewed confidence in God's mercVf 
through Chrift, and died in peace. The old 
clergyman added, that he thought the Baron 
went through this conliiA, to humble him 
thoroughly, and, perhaps, to chaftize him far 
having fometimes given way to a degree of felf- 
complacence, at the thought of his amaxing 
parts, and of the refpeft they procured him from 
the learned world. He was obliged to become 
laft in his own eyes, that he might become firft 
and truly great iu the fight of the Lord. I am, 
My Lord, &c I. F. 

Madeley, Sep. 3rd, 1781. 

The Right Hon, Lady Mary Fitzgerald. 
iVly much honoured Lady, 

nrWO days ago, I came here, 
•*- after an abfence of above a 
month; and yefterday I received the honour of 
your letter without date, which has been, I am 
told, waiting here fome time. What a pity I 
dij not rejoice fooner in the good news you 

lend 
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fend me, that you defire to be entirely devoted to 
God. Indeed, complaints follow ; but heaven is 
in that holy defire. If you cultivate it, it will 
produce all that conformity to a holy God, 
which love can bring to a human foul, called to 
partake the divine nature. As for your com- 
plaints, they are the natural expreflions of that 
repentance, which precedes, in our hearts^ the 
coming of the Comforter, who is to abide with 
us for ever. I am ready to rejoice, or to mourn 
with my honoured friend ; and I have abundant 
caufe to do both, with refpeft to myfelf, my mi- 
niftrations, the Church, and my people. 

And will you, indeed, find it in your heart 
to honour my houfe with your prefence, and 
perfume alfo with your prayers the plain apart- 
ments occupied by yoiu" friend Johnfon? I 
wonder at nothing on earth, when I confider 
the condefcenfion with which Emnjanuel canje 
down from heaven, and filled a ftable with his 
glory. Your time, my condefcending friend, 
will fuit me bcft. You will be queen in my 
hermitage, the Lord will rule in our hearts, and 
you will command under him within our walls. 
You fmile, perhaps, at the vaftnefs of your new 
empire ; but if you can be content and happy in 
God in my homely folitude, you will make 
greater advances towards blifs, than if you ob^ 
tained the principality of Wales. But if you 
cannot be happy with Jelus, prayer, praife, godly 
converfatjon, and retirement, cxpeft a difaj^ 
pointment. However, my honoured friend, if 
you come, come as the ferious Catholicks go on 
a pilgrimage, as French noblemen go to the 
Carthufiin convtot at La Trape, a^ the French' 

kmg's 



king's aunts went to the Carmelites: cqm^ mi 
do evangelical fennance. Our good friend ^JqW 
fon, will tell you of an upper room, w^ier^ we 
crucify our old man, and have had pany a yifit 
from the new. If you do not briiW her ^jjjx 
you, bring her faith, which brought him do(wp» 
and then you {hall not pine fot the compaiijf 
of earthly princes. The Prince of peace 9nd 
life himfelf will keep his court in oiiq: cotjtagey 
and your heart ihall be one of his i^youriie 
thrones. 

1 hope my Lady, you will bring us good 
news of our friends in St. James's Place. My 
heart vifits them often, and if bodies could move 
as quick as thought, they would be importuned 
frequently with my ccxnpany. If you wri(;e tff 
them, before I do, convey my Chpftian an4 
grateful love in your letter, and accept it your- 
lelf from, My honoured and dear Lady, Your 
dutiful fervant in Chrift I. F. 

Madeley, Sep. 4th, lySi* 

Mils Perronet. 

My dear Friend, 

YOU want *' fome thoughts on 
the love of God," and I 
want the warmeft feelings of it. Let us believe 
his creating, feel his preserving, admire his re- 
deeining, and triumph in his lanflifying love. 
Loving is the beft way to grow in love. Look 
we, then, at the love qf our heavenly Father, 
ftiinine in the face of our elder Brother, and 
we Ihall be changed intQ Ibv^, bis image and 
' • . ' nature. 
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nature, from one glorious^ and ghrifyttig degrefc 
of love to another. Love always delights in the 
objeft loved. Delight thou in the Lora, then, and 
thoujhalt have thy heart's dejire ; for we can defire 
nothing more than the fupreme goodf and infnite 
hlifs: uoth are in God. When, therefore, we 
love God truly, we delight in what he jV, we (hare 
in his infinite happinefs ; and by divine fympa^ 
thy, his throne of glory becomes ours ; for true 
love rejoices in all the joy of the objeft it 
cleaves to. Add to this, that, when we love 
God, we have always our hearts defire; for we 
love his willf his defires become ours, and oiu-s 
are always perfeAly refigned to his. Now as 
God does whatever he pleafes both in heaven 
and earth, his lovers have always their hearts 
defire, forafmuch as they always have his wiltp 
which is theirs. Submitting our private will to 
his, is only preferring a greater good to a Icfs, 
as our Lord did in the garden ; and we are all 
called to do it in affli6lions. Farewell, my dear 
friend, and excufe thefe rcfleftions, which you 
could make much better than your humble 
fervant, I* F.- 

Madelcy, Sep. 29th, 1781. 

The Right Hon.. Lady Mary Fitzgerald. 
My dear and honoured Friend, 

you have been in the fire of 

* affliftion, where faith is tri- 

cd, where patient hope is exercifed, an4 where 

perfeft love, which cafts out fear, and endureth 

ail things, is proved worthy of him, who made 

bare 
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))are his bread, and faid to bis Father, Ld! Icm 
to do tky mll^ J God! I come to l^e obedient 
unto death, even the painful, (b^etul 4c^tb Of 
the crofs, 

Contniue to offer your body as a livpi|;, qu 
if it pkafe God, as a lingerlngy dying lacrificf 
to him, who has decreed, that if we y^\i\ rfflgjOi 
with Chrift, we muft fuffer with him. ^i? ip 
pui* reafonable fervice ; for it would })C abfurdf 
that our Lord ihould have been perfejled by 
bufferings, tliorns, and the crofs, an4 that we 
fliould have nothing but enjoyment, rpfes, . and 
a crown. How faithful, how njerciful is puir 
Ood! He brifigs you once more frpm tnc 
verge of eternity: well, my dear friend, I wel- 
come you back into life, and into the cnjoy- 
xnent of* farther opportunities of receiving aQ4 
doing good,— of growing in grace, and pedeit- 
ing tiounefs in the fear of the Lord.' 
' Chaflened, fpared like you, and more and 
inare convinced, that I am helpleffnefs itlclf, 
and that there is help laid on our Surety and 
Savipur for us, I invite you to fay with jne — 
When I am xvea)^ Chrifl my life is flrong flUl.: 
for me to live ihall be Chrijl, and to die gain. Dear 
Madam, to know the bare crofs is uncomfort- 
able ; but to know, and gather the fruit of that 
tree, is life from the dead, it is more abundant 
life after fainting. Let us then know, i. €• con- 
fider, and pmbrace Jefus Chrifl crucified to make 
an end of iin ; — (bedding tears, and his moft 
precious blood, to clcanfe us from all fin ; to 
trace again the divine image, gpodnefs, love, 
and happiuefe on our fouls, and to feal our firm 
title to glory. 

*• Not 



-^* Notattttt,** favyon, " caihe to me, only 
I knew nbhi perifhed at his feet:" thertf yoii 
remenibeted Cnrift, the frm and pbftance of oH 
the firipfares; then you believed oh him, in 
whom all the fweeteft texts, and all the promift* 
are yea, and amen, O believe more fteadily^ 
more confidently. Dare e\*en to obey the 
apoftolick precept. Reckon yourfelves d^ad indeed, 
unto Jin ^ biU alive to God by Jejns Ckrijt our Lord. 
Embrace with more earneftnefs, the rtghteoufnefs 
offcdthj and you will have mote peace and joy 
in the Holy Ghoft. Rejoice in Chrift, your 
peate; yea, rejoice in God, your Saviour; and 
if there is a needs be, for your bemg in heavi- 
neis for a ieafon, rejoice in tribulation: forrow^ 
fulf but always rejoicing. ** When I am defiitute 
of all comfort, this fhall yield me comfort," 
faith Kempis, " that thy will is done." If 
Abraham believed in hope againft hope, that is 
againft human, natural hope; can you not, 
through grace, as a daughter of Abraham, rejoice 
in heavenly hope againft' all natural feelings, 
and even againft all temptations ? Count it aU 
joVf fays St. James, when you fall into divers tenipta* 
/icmj and trials. Don't be. afraid of the ftorm: 
Chrift is in the fijip, and he does not fleep, as 
unbelief is apt to fancy. 

I thank you, my dear Lady, for your friend- 
ly wilh of leaving your clay here. 1 return it, 
by willing you may leave all the body of fin, 
now, in that myfterious grotto of mount Calva- 
ry, where myriads of finners have buried their 
doubts, their fears, and their old man. Prop 
up your clay a little longer; for I want to fing 
with you, Satuation to God and the Loonb. I want 

you 
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you to help me, with the underftanding aod 
the voice, to witnefs, that Jcfusfaves to the utters 
mofi allf To^ho come to God through him; that he aaif 
not only make an end of Jin^ but bring in an ever^ 
lajlingf triumphant righteoufnefs. 

I am not without hope of feeing you in Lon- 
don, before you fee your future hermitager 
All my brotherly love goes to Town, and u- 
lutes you and your good nurfes, Mrs. C — — — *, 

Mrs. , Mrs. , Mrs. L ; 

to whofe continued care, as well as to that of 
our dear Redeemer, I earneftly recommend you. 
I am, My dear Lady, Your obedient, afie&ion* 
ate fervant, I. F* 



Crofs Hall, YorkQiire, Dec. 26th, 1781. 

The Hon. Mrs. C 

My very dear Friend, 

yOUR favour of the 4th 
* inftant did not reach 
me until a confiderable time after date, through 
my being fHll abfent from Madeley ; a clergy- 
man of this neighbourhood having made an ex- 
change with me, to facilitate my fettling fome 
affairs of a temporal nature in this coimty. 
The kind part you take in my happinefs de- 
mands my warmeft thanks; and I beg you will 
accept them multiplied by thbfe, which my dear 
Partner prefents to you. Yes, my dear Friend, 
I am married in my old age, and have a new 
opportunity of confidering a great myftery, in 
the moft perfe6t type of our Lord's myftical 
union with his church. I have now a new call 

to 
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to pray for a fulnefs of Chrift's hoIy> gfcntle> 
meek, loving Spirit, that I may love my wife, 
as he loved his Spoufe, the Church. But the 
emblem is greatly deficient: the Lamb is wor- 
thy of his fpoufe, and more than worthy, where- 
as I muft acknowledge myfelf unwortny of the 
yoke- fellow, whom Heaven has referved for 
me. She is a perfon after my own heart ; and 
1 make no doubt we fhall increafe the number 
of the happy marriages in the Church Militant. 
Indeed they are not fo many, but it may be 
worth a Chriftian's while to add one more to 
the rtumber. God declared it was not good, 
that man, a focial being, fliouid live alone, and 
therefore he gave him a help meet for him : for 
the fame reafon our Lord fent forth his difciples 
two and two* Had I fearched the three king- 
doms, I could not have found one brother wil- 
ling to ftiare gratis my weal, woe, and labours, 
and complaifant enough to unite his fortunes to 
mine; but God has found me a partner, afjler, 
a zmfe^ to ufe St* Paul's language, who is not 
afraid to face with me the colliers and bargemen 
of my parifli, until death part us. 

Buried together in our country village, we 
fhall help one another to trim our lamps, and 
wait, as I trufl you do continually, for the com- 
ing of the heavenly Bridegroom. Well; for 
us the heavenly child is born, to us a double 
fon is given, and with him the double kingdom 
of grace and glory. O my dear friends let us 
prefs into, and meet in both of thefe kingdoms. 
Our Surety and Saviour is the way and the door 
into them ; and blelTed be free grace, the way is 
A a free. 
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^ree, as the King's highway, and the door openi 
like the arms of Jefus crucified. 

January id, 1782. I live, biefled be God» to 
devote myfelf again to his bieffed fervice in this 
world, or in the next, and to wifh my dear 
friends all the bleflin^ of a vear of Jubilee* 
Whatever this year bring forth, may it brin| 
us the fulleft meafures of lalvation attainable oa 
earth, and the moft complete preparation bx 
heaven. I have a folemn call to gird my loini 
and keep my lamp burning. Strangely ralored 
to health and ftrength conGdering my years; 
by the good nurfing of my dear Partner, I ven- 
tured to preach of late as often as I did former- 
ly, and after having read prayers and preached . 
twice on Chriftmas day Sec, I did, la(t Sunday 
what I had never done — I continued doing duty 
from 10 till paft 4 in the afternoon, owing tQ 
chriftenings, churchings and the facrament which 
I adminiftered to a church full of people; fo that 
I was obliged to go from the communion tabic 
to begin the evening fervice, and then to vifit 
fome fick. This has brought back upon me one 
of my old, dangerous lymptoms, fo that I had 
flattered myfelf m vain, to do the whole duty 
of my own parifh. My dear wife is nurfing me 
with the tendered care, gives me up to God 
with the greateft refignation, and helps me to 
rejoice, that life and death, health and ficknefis, 
work all for our good, and are all ourSf as bleiled 
inftruments to forward us in our journey to 
heaven. We intend to fet out for Madeley 
to morrow. The profpeft of a winters journey 
is not fweet ; but the profpeft of meeting you 
and your dear fifter, and Lady Mary, and Mrs. 
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I, and Mrs. G — -> and all our other 

companions in tribulation in heaven, is delighC- 
ful. The Lord prepare and fit us for that glo- 
rious meeting! As foon as I reach Madeley, I 
fliall write to Lady Mary. Give my beft re- 
fpefts to her, to our dear oifter, and to the La- 
dies I have juft named ; and believe me to bd. 
My dear Friend and Fellow traveller to Zion^ 
Your moft obliged and affedionate Servant, 

1. F. 
P. S. If Lady Huntingdon is in London, I 
would beg you tp prefent my duty to her, with 
my beft wilhcs* 

Madeley, Jan» 1785U 

The Right Hon. Lady Mary Fitzgerald,. 

T Tha^nk you, My Lady, for your 
•■' kind congratulations on my 
iftarfiage. The Lord has indeed bleffed me with 
a Partner rfter my own heart — dead to the 
Wdrfd, and Wanting, as well as ffiyfelf, to be fill-* 
ed with all the Me of God» She join$ me irt 
duttfol thanks to your Ledjjjfhip, for yout obiig-* 
Ing remembrance of her in your kind letter,. 
and w{ll help me ta welcome yoa to the little 
hetmftage we fpoke of laft year in London, it 
your Ladyftip's health or tafte, fhonld call y6it 
to retire for a while from the turry ef tht 
Town. 

What a diffferewce between the court of the^ 
Jting of kings, and that of Ring George I How 

K^aceable the former,, how full of hurry the 
tfer! The Prince himfelf welcomes us, and, 
A a a manifest 
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xnanifefts himfelf to us, as Piince of peace* as 
Eminanuel, God with us. He will even biing 
his kingdom, and keep his court in out hearts. 
If we open them, by the attention and recol- 
lection of faith, he will even fup with us, and 
make us tafte the fweetnefs of that bread, which 
came down from heaven^ and the virtue of the 
blood, which cleanfes from all fin. That this 
may be our conftant experience, and that of oUt 
dear companions in tribulation in St. James's 
place, is the fincere and frequent wilh of. My 
Lady, Your moft obliged and obedient fer- 
vant, I* F. 

Madeley, Aug. 28th, 176a* 

The Right Hon. Lady Mary Fitzgerald. 
My honoured Friend, 

/^ RACE, Mercy, and hum?- 
^^ ble love be multiplied to 
you from God our Father, and from our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, through the eternal Spirit; in 
whofe name we were baptized into the body of 
the Church, the Spoule of the Son of God. 
The Lord has peculiar favours in ftore for your 
Ladyihip, and for me; the proof is, that we arc 
qjjiiHed* Have you been in a weak ftate of 
health? I have had the honour to drink of your 
cup: the influenza has laid me down, but the 
Lord has raifed ine up again ; and when I was 

fartly well, I broke my fhin accidentally ({houU 
not fay providentially) againft a bench, and 
the coafequence was my being confined by a 
bad leg to my bed, whence I write thefe linesi 

Omay 



O may they be lines of confohtion to my cfeair 
friendf May the God of all Grace, who com- 
forts tm-w^orthy me, rejoice votir oppreffed hearty 
and make it overflow with his patient love, and 
ian6irfying truth. 

You ftill complain of vile f elf : 1 wifli you ]oy^ 
for your knowing your enemy. Let vile felf be^ 
reduced to order, and, tho*" he be a barf mafter,. 
he will become an exceUent fervant. If you fay^ 
how Ihall I do this? I reply,, by letting the 
Lord, the Maker, the Preferver, the Redeemer,, 
the Lover of your foul, afcend upon the throne 
of your thoughts, will, and affe^ions* Who 
deferves to engrofe and fill them better than he- 
does? Is he not your firft Lord,^ your bed Huf* 
band, yottr moft ftithful Friend, and your great- 
eft BenefaSor? If you fay, " I do not fee 
him ;*' 1 reply, that you never faw the foul of 
any of your Friends; — nor do you fee even th«: 
body of him yo^u call you» idol. QT allow Je- 
hovah, the Supreme Being, \o be to you,, whaf 
he deferves to be, aft m afl^ One lively a6l of 
feith, one affent and confent to this delightful 
truth, that your Father, who is in heaven^ love* 
you a thousand times mt>re than you love y6\n 
idol, (for God's love is. like himlelf, infnUe gnd 
bounJlefs/ will fet your heart at liberty,, and 
even make it dance for joy. What, if, to. tbia 
raviChing confideration, you add the tranfport- 
ing truths that the Son of God, fairer tha-n the? 
fons of men, and brighter than angels^ has. 
loved you unto death — to the death of the crofe^ 
and loves you ftill, more than all you« friendg. 
do, were their love collefted^ into one heart;; 
could you help, thinking, with, a, degree of joy- 
A a 3 ous 
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ous gratitude, of fuch an inftance of divine coor 
defcenfion? No, your vile felf would be enobleit 
raifed^ expanded, and fet at liberty, by this evan- 
gelical thought, and if you did not deftroy this 
divine conception, if you nouriftied this little 
degree of the love of Chrift, Emmanuel, the 
God of love would be more fully manifefted in 
you, and falvation would from this moment 
grow in your foul. Jefus would grow in your 
believing, loving heart ; felf would be no tiodyt 
Emmanuel would be all in all ; and Lady Manr 
would fliare all the happinefs, and, e*er long, all 
the glory of that favoured Virgin whom all the 
nations Ihall call hleffed. You bear her name; 
let her Son by the incorruptible feed of the 
word, be alfo formed in you through faith ; and 
you will be fo taken up by this wonder of di- 
vine love, fo employed in praifing your Father's 
mercy, and Saviour's love and tendernefs, that 
you will have but little time to fpeak either of 
gajd or bad felf. When felf is forgotten as n(h 
tinng before God, you put felf in its proper 
place ; and you make room for the heavenly Be- 
ing, whofe holy and happy exiftence you are to 
Ihadow out. 

If you have left off attending on the Princefe, 
attend on the Prince of peace with double dili^ 
gence. If you have been wanting in that fweet 
and honourable duty, it is becaufe the enemy 
has told you lies of your Saviour, and has caft a 
veil over the love of his heart, and the beauty 
of his face. See the fnare, and avoid it. 
. Shall we ever have the honour of feeing you, 
my Lady? My wife, who joins in refpeftful love 
^nd thanks to your Ladyfhip for your remem- 
brance 
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brance of her, fays, flie will do her beft to ren- 
der our cold houfe fafe for you, if not conveni- 
ent. You would have had a repeated invitation 
from us, if fear, and a concern for your health, 
heightened by the bad weather, had not check- 
ed our defires to have an opportunity of affur- 
ing you here, how much we are devoted to your 
fervice. But the roads and the weather begin- 
ning to mend, we venture to offer you the beft 
apartment in our hermitage. I wiih it were 

large enough to take in dear Mrs. G , and 

our dear friends in St. James's Place; but we 
have only two fmall rooms; to which, however, 
you would be received with two enlarged 
nearts; I mean thofe of, My honoured Lady» 
Your Ladylhips obedient, devoted fervants, 

I. and M. JF*. 

Madeley, Dec. 19th,. i782« 

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

Rev. and dear Sir, 

T Thank you for your 
•*- hint about exemplify- 
ing the love of Chrift and his Church. I hope 
we do. I was afraid^ at firft, to fay much of the 
matter : for new married people do not at firft 
know each other : but having now lived four- 
teen months in my new ftate, I can tell you. 
Providence has referved a prize for me, and that 
my wife is far better to me, than the Church to 
Chrift ; fo that if the parallel fails, it will be on 
my fide. 

Be fo good as to pexufe the enclofed fceets. 
Mr. De Luc, to whom they are addreifed, is 

ReadeF 
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Reader to the Queen, and the Author of fooM 
volumes of Letters to her: he is a true philob- 
pher. I tlitler myfeli, he will pcefent my letter 
to the Queen. Llo you find any thing tmfrofer 
. in the addition I h:ive made to my Poem? I 
wifti I were near you for your crrticifinsi jfou 
would diieel me, both as a Poet and a FrenchmoR. 
I have yet ftrength enough to do my parilk 
duty without the help of a Curate. O that the 
Lord would help me to do it acceptably and 
profitably! The colliers begun to rife in thb 
neighbourhood; happily the cockatrice^s egg 
was cruihed^ before the fcrpcnt came ouu 
However, I got many a hearty curfe from the 
colliers, for the plain words I ipoke -on that oc- 
caiion. 1 want to fee days of power both wUhh 
and without; but in the mean time I would fol- 
low cJofely my light in the narrow path. My 
wife joins me in refpeftful love to Mrs. Wefley 
2Hid yourfelf, arrd rcquefting an intereft in your 
pnyers for us» I remain, My dear Sirr Yoar 
aifctittioTiate, obliged brother, fervant and fon in 
the golpel, 1. fl 

Madeley, Mafch 3£d^ lySs* 

Mis. Thornton. 

My dear Friend, 

YESTERDAY I received your 
** melancholy, joyful letter, as f 
came from the facrament, where the grace of 
G(xl had armed me to meet the awful news. 
And is my merciful Hofl gone to reap the fruit 
of his mercy to me ? I thought I Ihould have 

been 
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been permitted to go firft and welcome him into 
cverlafting habitations; but Providence has or- 
dered it otherwife, and I am left behind to fay, 
with you and dear Mrs. Greenwood, iTie Lord 
gave, and has taken away, and blejfed be his holy 
name I 

The glory with which his fetting fun was 
gilded, is the greateft comfort by which Hea- 
ven could alleviate his lofs. Let me die as he 
did, and let my laft end be like his! I was fo 
fenfibly afFefted by your account, that I could 
not help reading part of your letter at church in 
the afternoon, and defiring all the congregation 
to join me in thankfgiving for the late mercies 
he had vouchfafed to my generous benefaftor* 
On fuch occafions, let fighs be loft in praife,- 
and repining in humble lubmiffion and thank- 
ful acquiefcence. I hope dear Mrs. Greenwood 
mixes a tear of joy with a tear of forrow. Who 
would not be landed on the other fide the 
/Iream of time, if he were fure of fuch a palfage? 
Who would with his beft friend back on the 
fhores of forrow fo triumphantly left by Mr. 
Greenwood ? 

I hope Mr. Thomas Greenwood, and his bro- 
ther Jofiah, have been rooted and grounded in 
their good purpofes by their dying Father's ex- 
hortations and charges. Pray give my kindeft 
love to them both, and tell them, 1 join my en- 
treaties to his, that they would take to and keep 
in the way, that brought their parent peace and 
joy at the laft. 

So Mr. and Mrs. Perronet are no more ; and 
Lazarus is ftill alive I What fcenes does this 
world afford ? But the moft amazing |8 certain^ 
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ly that of Emmanuel crucified^ and offering us 
pdruoii^ and crowns of glory. May we evct 
gaze at ihat wonderful obje(it, until it has form- 
ed as into love, peace and joy! We thank yon 
for the iwcet name you ftill call us by, and we 
heartily take the hint arid fubfcribe ourfelves 
Your at^ectionate, srateful friends^ and leady 
fervants in Chriil, I. and M. f • 

Dublin, Aug. 23Td, 1783. 

The Right Hon. Lady Mary Fitzgerald, 
Honoured ana dear Madam^ 

1 See the truth of fhofe wordi 
■^ of oiu- Lord, In me ye JhaU 
have peac^f comfort, ftrengih and joy ; Be of good 
€heer. We came here to fee the members of 
our Lord, and we find you removed, and re- 
moving farther ftill, than you now are. Whif 
does this Providence teach us? I learn, ihaf I 
mud rejoice in the Lord above all his memberfi^ 
and find them all in him, who fills all in all; 
who is the life of all our friends, the joy of all 
our brethren. If our Lord is your life, your 
ftrengih, and your all, you will remove in vain 
to the North or South; you cannot go froni 
your fpiritual friends; they will meet you in th© 
common centre of all life and righteoufnefs j 
there, they will blefs you, rejoice in your joy^ 
and lympafhize in your forrow. 

If Providence calls you to England by Scot- 
land, bv which route your Ladylhip apprehends 
fo much difficulty, you know, we rauft, at leaft, 
go to heaven by a way equally painful — (he 

txariow 
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with the tears and crofs of the Son of God ; and 
if we follow him weeping, we uiall return with 
everlajlin^. joy on our heads* Even now the fore- 
tafte of tnofe joys is given to us through hope, 
for by hope we are faveai Let pur faith and hope 
be in God, rooted and grounded in him, who 
gives vitai heat to our hearts, and who fans there 
the ipark of grace, which his mercy has kind- 
led; and may that fpark, by the infpiration of 
the Goly Ghoft, become a fire of holy love, 
heavenly zeal, and heavenly glory* Sucn pow- 
er belongeth to the Almighty, He thai /pared 
not his own Son^ and has promifed us his Holy 
Spirit, which is the mighty flream of his grace, 
and the mighty flam^ of his love, will not deny 
us that power, if we wait for it in his appointed 
ways ; and a{k it in the all prevailing name of 
Emmanuel, God with us. 

Mv dear Partner, who, like myfclf, i« deeply 
ftnfmle of your Ladyfhip's kiadnefs in remem- 
bering us, joins me in thanks for your obliging 
note, and in cordial wiflies, that all the defires 
of your believing foul may be granted you, 
both for time, death, and eternity. We fub* 
fcribe ourfelves with grateful fmcerity, Ho- 
noured Madam, Your devoted fetvants in our 
bleeding Liord. i. and M. F, 
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Madeley, Nov. 

To Willbtn Smvth Efq. 
Dear dir, 

nr^HE many and great favouiSf 
^ you have loaded us with, du» 
ring our long ftay under your hofpitable roof, 
prompted us to make the earlieft acknowledge 
meiit of our obligations, and to beg you would 
receive our warmed thanks for fuch unexpeAedt 
and undefer\'ed tokens of your brotherly love* 
But the deiire of filling our only frank has 
hindered their being more early traced upon 
paper; though they have been, are now» aiid» 
we truft, fhali ever be deeply engraven on our 
hearts. You have united ior us the Irilh hofpi- 
tality, the Englifh cordiality, and the French 
poiitenefs. And now. Sir, what fhall we iay? 
Vou are our generous benefaftor, and we arc 
your afteftionate, though unprofitable fervants* 
In one fenfe, we are on a level with thofe, to 
whom you ihow charity in the ftreets: we can 
do nothing but pray for you, your dear Partner, 
and yours. You kindly received us for Chrift's 
fake ; may God receive you freely for his fake 
alio! You have borne with our mfirmities;— 
the Lord bear with yours alfo! You have let 
your lervant ferve us; — the Lord give all his 
lervants and his angels charge concerning you, 
that you hurt not your foot againft a flone, and 
may be helped out of every difficulty! You 
have given us a moft pleating refting place, and 
comfortable apartment under your roof, and 
next your own chamber : — the Lord grant you 
eternal reft with him in his heavenly manfions! 

May 
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May he himfelf be your habitation and refting 
place for ever ; and place you and yours with 
his own jewels in the choiceft repofitoia:..Qf,,pre- 
cious things! You have fed us widi the richeft 
food : — May the Giver of every perfeft gift fit 
you for a place at his table, and may vou rank 
there with Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob! You 
have given us wines: — ^may you drink, with 
Chrift himfelf, the fruit of the vine, new in your 
Father's kingdom! You have given us a rich 
provifion for the way: — when you crofs the 
flood, the deep flood of death, may you find, 
that your heavenly Lord has made fuch a rich 
provifion of faith, righteoufnefs, hope, and joy 
for you, that you may rejoice, triumph and fing, 
while you leave your earthly friends to go 
home! which, by the by, is more than we were 
enabled to do; for inftead of finging in our 
cabins, there was very different melody. 

However, we could foon with grateful, joy- 
ful hearts, look back from the Britifh to the 
Irifh fhore, and greet in fpirit the dear friends 
we had left there. The Lord blefs and increafe 
them in fpiritual, and, if beft for them, in tem- 
poral gooids alfo ! The Lord crown them and 
theirs with loving kindncfs, and mercies equal 
to the love of our God, and the merits of our 
Saviour ! And now, dear Sir, what fljall I add ? 
I cannot now even fee my bible but through 
the medium of your love, and the token with 
which it alternately loads my pocket and my 
hand. I cannot even feal a letter with a good 
wafer, but I find a new call'to repeat my thanks 
to you. I would begin again, but my fcrap of 
paper is full, as well as my heart ; and I muft 
B b fpare 
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fpare a line to tell you, that I had the pleafutc 
of feeing our kind benefaftrefs Mrs. Smyth 
fafe at Briftol, with her little diarge and Lady 
Mary. We beg our thanks to John, Mr. and 
Mrs.Johnfon, and all, who were kind to us for 
Chrift's fake, aind for yours. We renaaki. Bear 
Sir, Your moft afleaionate and raoft obliged 
penfloners and fervants I. and M. F. 

Madeley,Nov. 1783. 

To the Society in Dublin. 

''pO all the dear Brethren, who 
-*■ after kindly inviting John and 
Mary Fletcher, patiently bearing with them, 
and their infirmities, and entertaining them in 
the moft hofpitable, Chriftian manner, have 
-added to all tlieir former favours, that of thank- 
ing them for their moft pleafant and profitabk 
journey. — 

Brethren, and dearly beloved in the Lord. 

We had felt fhame enough under the fenik 
•^Df your kindnefs and patience towards us, and 
of our unprofitablenefs towards you, when at 
Dublin. Yoti needed not have added to our 
Oiame by the new token of your love, the 
friendly letter we have received from you. We, 
^e are indebted to you, dear brethren, we owed 
you the letter of thanks, you have gratuitoufly 
J?nt. But in all things you will have the pre* 
eminence, and we are glad to drink the cup of 
humility at your feet. May the Lord, who can 
part a fea by the touch of a rod, and could at 
6rft caufe the earth to bring forth abundantly 
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all manner of trees and plants without feed, fo 
bleft the feed of the word, which we fowed in 
great weaknefs among you, as to make it pror 
duce a full crop of humble repentance, cheerful 
faith, triumphant hope, and the fanftifying in- 
fluences of God's Spirit in your hearts, in all 
your families, in all your affemblies, and in 
your whole fociety! It your profufe liberality 
towards us^ abounded to the comfort of our poor 
brethren, we doubly rejoice on your account, 
and on theirs. 

When we fee fo many of your dear names, 
we rejoice in hopes, that as they fill and confirm 
an epiftle diftated by overflowing love, fo they 
are enroU'd on the lift of the dear people, whoni. 
our great High Prieft bears, not on the brcaft- 
plate as Aaron, but on his bleeding hands, ancl 
m his very heart, which is the overflowing anc} 
cverflowing fountain of divine and brotherhf 
fove. We cannot remember your feces; we 
remember what will laft longer than your fea- 
tures, your work and labour, your repafts pf 
love, together with your prayers and fighs. 
May that feed fown be watered by the Redeem- 
er's blood ! We afk it with tears of gratitude 
5ind joy, while we, on our bended knees, fpre^id 
your n^mes, a? you have kindly put them, an^i . 
your wants, fo far as we remember them, before 
the Father of mercies, and the Author of every 
perfeft ^ift. Let our worthlefs names ftill find 
9 place in your memory, when you remember 
your brethren diftant in the flefti, but near ixK 
the Spirit: among fuch vouchfafe to reckon. 
Dear Brethren, Your vqry affeftionate and ^ruly 
obliged fcrvants in Chrift, I. jnd M» ?• 

Bb a Madclcy, 
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Madeley, Nov. 1783, 

To Mrs. Dolier. 

A ND were my dear Brother and Sifler 
-^ Dolier pleafed by the receipt of a 
letter from lUch an unwortliy worm? Oh that 
1 could convey fome word Irom the mouth of 
my adorable Lord to your hearts! Oh that he 
would permit me, his poor creature, to drop a 
fentence, which might prove an encouragement 
to my dear friends in their way I You afk, 
** Shall 1 hope to attain the clean heart, and 
walk in purity while here below?" Why not? 
Abraliam hopea againjl hope 9 and there Sprang frcm 
him, Osgood as dead, as the Jlars of heaven fir mul" 
titude. Does unbelief fay—** Thou art dead; 
thou haft out ftayed thy day, and it is all over?** 
then, arife out of the duft, roufe up all your 
powers ; againjl hope^ believe in hope, and by faith 
receive ftrength to apprehend the fulnefs of 
God. Remember Chrift is in your faith; hold 
faith, and you liold Chrift. If you know not 
how to get hold on faith, remember it is in the 
promife : leek for a promife, and lay hold there. 
JBut if you cry out, ** I fee the links of the 
chain fo far oft, that, alas! I cannot take hold 
on the promife ; I don't know which is for me, 
I cannot reach fo far ;" well, don't faint yet; 
there is another link ftill lower, that is to fay^ 
your wants. Can you be fure there is a wound 
within; are you certain you are a (inner? 
Weil, then, reach your hand hither, I came not 
to call the righteous, hut fmners. Are you a help- 
lefs fmner? To them, who have no might, he in^ 
aeafethjlrength. Are you an ungrateful, back- 

fliding 
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Aiding finner? Hear him fay, Thou haft played' 
the harlot with many lovers ; but return unto me fmi(i 
the Lord. And if you doubt, whether you may 
believe for a great meafure of holinefs ; whether 
your foul, already in old age and barren, ftjal^l 
believe for abundant fruitfulnefs ; anfwer your- 
felf my dear friend, from that word, Whojo^yer 
Willf let him come^ and take of the water oj l{fe freely. 
I have juft told Mrs. Smyth of one of your 
fitters here, once a deeper unbeliever than youi>- 
felf, but now quite full of God : I refer you tp 
her letter. O my God, in mercy let thy pow^j: 
reft on thy dear fcrvants! Convey, eveii by 
this poor fcrawl, fome power to their hearts; 
ibme frefti light into the mighty chain, wbicji 
'begins with mans wickednefs, hangs on God!s 
mercy in the promifes, is continued by faith 
and victory fpringing therefrom, and end3 with 
Chrift's fulnels becoming all in all. We pcay 
the God of love to be with your children^ ao4 
all who meet with them. Tell fifter Hammood 
to keep hold of the chain; it (hajl draw h«r 
into the holy of holies. With our kindcll, and 
moft grateful remembrance of you both, use 
remain. Your fincere, but unworthy friends, 

LandJMLJ. 

Madeley, April 27th, i'^^ 

•Mr. Henry Brooke. 

My dear Brother, 

Ti/f ERCY, peace, and perfeft 
^^^ love attend you, your ^ear 
Partrw:^ aud. tibe d^^ frieods .under your roof, 
Bb 3 with 
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with whom I beg you may abide under the crofi, 
till, with John, Mary and Salpme, fee, you all 
ciii fay, We are crucified with him^ and the life we 
jno'ju live, we Hue by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved us and gave himfelfjor us. 

You are certainly right, when you prefer the 
inward to the outward: the former is the fafcr; 
but both together make up the beauty of holi- 
nefs. The inward life may be compared to the 
hufband, the outward to the fruitful wife : what 
God hath joined together, let no man, nor even 
angel put afunder, 

\Vith refpeft to the glory of the Lord» it is at 
haadf whatever falfe wifdom and unbelief may 
whifper to our hearts: it can be no farther off, 
than the prefence of Him, who fills all in alL 
Our wrong notions of things are a main hinder- 
ance to our ftepping into it: and perhaps our 
minding more the cherubims of glory, than the 
pliin tables, and the manna hid in the ark. 
** There is a paffing," fays Bromley, " from 
" the outward to the inward, and from the in- 
•* ward to the inmojl; and it is only from the 
" inmojl, that we can fee tlie Lord's fpiritual 

•* glory." ^Pray, my dear brother, when you 

get fo fixed in the inmoft, as not to lofe fight of 
him, who dwells in the light, and in the thick 
darknefs, let me iloare your joy. Love will 
ma'ce mc partake of your happinefs. 

With refpc6l to what you fay, of the king- 
do n not coming with the outward pomp, which 
is difcoverable by the men of the world, it is 
ftriaiy true; but, tliat there is an inward difplay 
ofpmer and glory under pentecoftal Chriftianity 
is undeniable, both from our Lord's promifej to 

his 
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his difciples, and from their experiences^ after the 
kingdom was come to them with power. It is, 
fometimes, fuggefted to me, that, as the apoftacy 
hath chiefly confifted in going after the pomp of 
the whore of Babylon, fo that while the woman, 
who fled into the wilderncfs, remains there as a 
widow, (he muft be deprived even of thofe true 
ornaments f and of that fpiritual glory, which was 
beftowed upon her on the day of Pentecoft, the 
day of her efpoufals. I do not, however, clofe 
in with the fuggeftion, as I am not liire, that it 
cannot come from Satan transformed into an 
angel of light, to rob me of a bright jewel of 
Tay Chriftian hope. To wait in deep refignati- 
on, and with a conftant attention to what the 
Lord will pleafe to do, or fay concerning us, 
and his Church ; and to leave to him the thnes 
and the feafonSf is what I am chiefly called to dc/fi 
taking care in the mean while of falling into 
cither ditch: — I mean into fpeculationf which is 
carelefs of a6lion, or into the aStivity, which is 
devoid of fpirituality. I would not have a 
lamp without oil, and I could not have oil 
without a lamp, and a veflel to hold it in: for 
myfelf, and to communicate it to others. 

I thank you, my dear friend, for the books 
you have lent me. I read, with great pleafure, 
Ramfay's Theological Works^ which were quite 
unknown to me. My good wiflies attend both 
your brothers. Fare you all. well in Chrift: 
fo prays, !• F. 
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Madeley,June 2oth« 1764" 

Mrs. Greenwood. 

My dear Friend, 

T Shall never forget the merqrt 
^ which the living and the dead 
have {hewed me ; but the fight of Mr. Greeiip 
wood in his fon» has brought fome of my Nc1^- 
ington fcenes irefh to my remembrance, and I 
beg leave to convey my tribute of thanlU back 
by his hands. Tlianks! Thanks! What no- 
thing but words? Here i$ mv humbling csde; 
I wilh to requite your manifold kindnefii, but I 
cannot; and fo 1 muft be fatisfied to be 1 ever 
your infolvent debtor. Nature and grace do 
not love it. Proud nature lies unealy uadcor 
great obligations, and thankful grace would ht 
glad to put fomething in the fcale oppofite to 
that, which you have filled with fo many fi- 
vours. But what (hall I put? I wiih I could 
fend you ail the bank of £ngland, and lU the 
gofpel of Chrift ; but the firft is not mine, and 
die lecond is already your^; fo praying the Lord 
jefus to make up my deficiencies with yoii, as he 
has done with his Father, I remain your ftiU 
unprofitable, and ftill obliged Xiazaxus !• F« 

Madeley, Sep. i^tb, ijB^ 

James Ireland Efq. 

My dear Friend, 

CURELY the Lord keeps us 

*^ both in flippery places, that 

we may ftill fet loofe to all below. Let us do fo 

more 



more and more, and make the beft of thofe days 
which the Lord grants us to finifh the work he 
has given us to do. O let us fall in with the 

Srracious defigns of his providence; trim our 
amps, gird our loins, and prepare to efcape to 
the heavenly fhore, as Paul did when he faw the 
leaky fliip ready to go to the bottom, and made 
himielf ready to fwim to land. 

I keep in my centry box till Providence re- 
moves me : my fituation is guite fuited to my 
little ftrength ; I may do as much or as little as 
I pleafe, according to my weaknefs; and I have 
an advantage, which I can have no where elfe 
in fuch a degree — ^my little field of a6lion is 
juft at my own door, fo that if I happen to over- 
do myfelf, I have but a ftep from my pulpit to 
my bed, and from my bed to my grave, I wifti 
brother Tandy joy about oppofition: this mujl 
be, and, the more of it, the more will the word 
of God prevail. If I had a body full of vigour 
and a purfe full of money, I Ihould like well 
enough to travel about as Mr. Wefley does, but 
as Providence does not call me to it, I readily 
fubmit. The fnail does bell in its fhell : were 
it to aim at galloping like the race horfe, it 
would be ridiculous indeed, I thank God my 
wife, who joins me in thanks to you for your kind 
offer, is quite of my mind with refpe6l to the call 
we have to a fedentary life. We are two poor 
invalids, who between us make half a labourer. 

We Ihall have tea cheap, and light very dear: 
I don't admire the exchange. Twenty thouftnd 
chambers walled up, and filled with foul air are 
converted into fo many dungeons for the induf- 
trxQua artifan, who, being compelled by this 

murder- 



murderous tax, denies himrelf the benefit of 
UjilU and jf'r. Ble^ed be God, the light of ha- 
ven aad the air of the (pirituai world is ftill 
free : may we open doors and windows to kt it 
into our fouls, which Ihall be purified and en* 
lightened by thefe heavenly guefts. 

My dear Partner fwectiy helps me to diink 
the dregs of life, and to carry with cafe the 
daily crois. Neither (he nor I are long' for thb 
world; we fe: it, we /«/ it, and by looking at 
death and his Conqueror, we fight before hand 
our laft battle, with that laft enemy whom our 
dear Lord hath overcame for bi. That we 
may triumph over him with an hymble, 
Chriftian courage is the prayer of my dear 
friend yours, I. F. 

MadeloyaJm. siftt 178511 
Mrs. Thornton. 

My dear Friend, 

T Can't exprefa how much I was 
■*■ concerned at hearing of Mr- 
Greenwood's illaefs: my poor prayers have 
heartily attended him. I want much to bear of 
his better ftate of health. Give mine and my 
wife's kindeft love to him ; and {hould change 
of air, now the fpring is coming on, be likely to 
be of fervice to him, we defire both him, and 
you, and Mrs. Greenwood to remember, thsit 
you have at Madeley a country retreat, ftee 
from the noife of London, and the hurry of 
buiinefs, where we Ihould be glad to have an 
opportunity of requiting the kindnefs Ihewed to 
me both by the living and the dead. 

Othat 
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that the Lord would make both his cup 
and yours run over! Between the living and 
the dead, (being dying worms ourfelves) what 
manner of people ought we to be in our gene- 
ration? If we cannot be what we would, bum- 
ing and flaining lights, (hewing forth the glory, 
the mercy, the love of our Lord, as thofe, who 
flame with indefatigable zeal, and run a race of 
immenfe labours, let us at leaft lie meekly at 
Chrift's feet, as Mary, or ,patiently hang on the 
crofs, as our common Lord. 

1 want much to know, how you all do in foul 
and body : as for me, I mak^ juft fliift to fill up 
my little centry box, by tlie help of my dear 
Partner. Had we more flrength we (hould have 
opportunity enough to exert it. O that we were 
but truly faithful in our little jplace! Your 
great ftage of London is too high for people of 
little ability and little ftrength, and therefore 
we are afraid of venturing upon it, left the con- 
■fequence fhould be bringing new burdens on 
our generous friends. We Ihould be glad to 
rife high in ufefulnels; but God, who needs us 
not, calls us to fink in deep refignation and 
humility. His will be done ! That God would 
ble'fs you with all his choiceft bleflings, for time 
and eternity, is the fincere prayer of. My dear 
Friends, Your obliged fervants L and M. F. 

Madeley, Feb. nth, 1785, 
To the Right Hon. Lady Mary Fitzgerald. 

tv/tERCY, righteoufncfs, peace and 

joy be multiplied to dear Lady 

Mary, and to all, who arc dear and near unto 

hert 
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her, from the Father of mercies, through the 
Son of his boundlefs love, and through the 
Spirit of infinite love, which the Father breathes 
continually towards the Son, and the Son to- 
wards the Father! So prays John Fletcher. 
And who are we, my Lady, tnat we fhould not 
be fwallowed up by this holy, loving, living 
Spirit, which fills heaven and earth? If we 
could exclude him from our hearts, we might 
vilely let up felf in oppofition to him, who is 
all in all. But whether we. confider it or not, 
there he is, a true, holy, loving merciful God« 
Affent to it, my Lady; believe it, rejoice in it. 
Let him be God, all m all; yoiir God in Chrift 
Jefus ; your brother, who is flefh of your flefti, 
bone of your bone; your Surety, who payeth 
all your debt, hi whom the Father was recon- 
ciling you and us unto himfelf, and in whom 
we are accepted. Wliat an ocean of love to 
fwim in — to dive into ! Don't be afraid to ven- 
ture, and to plunge with all yours; efpecially 
our dear tiicnds in St. James's Place, Mrs# 
G and Airs, L Sec. I am &c, L F. 

Madeley, Feb. 28th, 1785. 

Mr. Henry Brooke. 

My dear Brother, 

\\7E are all (hadows. Your 
^^ mortal parent hath paffed 
away; and we pafs away after him. Bleffed be 
the Author of every good and perfe6l gift for 
the ihadow of his eternal paternity difplayed to 
us in our deceafed parents. What was good, 

loving 
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Jlovinj, wd lavely in ihew h hid w^ Cbrift m 
Qod ; lyl^eiie we m^y ftilJ enjgy it implicitly, a,cvji 
where we fhail jexfUdtly cnfoy it, whey be (h^iil 
appear. A leflfon J le^xi daily, i^ to fee i,lwgf 
AWid pfurfpas in thej^r Anx0?k r^, gt.ivJ in th^i;: 
eterml primfie; where t^ey iate not fubjeft 19 
change, doc^y, 5uid death: but where tjiey 
bloflbra and ihinc in the primeval excellence 
plotted them by their gr?bciQi4s Creator, By 
this me^ns, I le^ra tp walk by f?ith, ^nd ftot by 
fight ; hut, iike 4 child^ mftead of jv^lkin^ 
ftraigbt and firm in ^lis^Qod fpiritu^^i way, I ^r^i 
ftiil apt to cling here or there ; whiqh xnake^ me 
qry, " Lord let me fee all things more clearly, 
** that I may never miftake a (h?idow for thf 
•' fuhftj^c, nor put any cpeatvqre, no npt for ii 
** moment, in the pl^ce of the Cre^tqr ; whp 
** deferve* tP be loved, admired, and fought 
** after with ^11 the powers of our fov.ls." 

Tracing his image in all the foptftep? lif Wr 
ture, or looking for the divine fignatu;-]? op 
every creature, as we ihould look for the king'p 
image on an old rufty medal, is true Phiiofophy; 
and to find out that, which is qf God in mrjelves, 
is the true Wifdom,-^genuine godUneft. I 
hope you will never be afraid, nur afhamed of 
it. I fee no danger in thefe ft^uiias aixl medi- 
tations, provided we ftili keep the end in view— 
the all of God, and the Jhadcmy nothingnefs of all 
that is vifible. 

With refjje^l to the great pentecoftal difplay 
of the Spirit's glory, I ftill look for it within 
and without; and tp loojc for it aright is the 
leflbn I am learning, I am now led tp be afraid 
of that la my nature, which would be for pomp, 
C c fliew^ 



fhcw, and vifible slory. I aiii afraid of fitllinj 
by fuch an expeSation nito what I call a fpi- 
ritual judaizing; into a looking for Chrift's 
coming in my own pompous conceit, xrhich 
might make me reject him, if Ids wiidoooy to 
crucify mirier chbfe to come in a meaner way: 
a id if, inftead of coming in his Father's gloryp 
he chofe to come meek, riding, not on the che- 
rub uii, but on the foal of an afs. Our Saviour 
faid, with refpeft to his going to the feaft, Aff 
tine is not yet come : whether his time to come 
and turn the thieves and buyers out of the out- 
ward Church is yet come, I know not. I doubt 
Jerufaiem, and the holy place, are yet given to 
be trodden under foot by the Gentiles. But 
my Jerufaiem ! why it is not fwallowed up of the 
glory of that whicti comes down from heaven is 
a queftion, which I wait to be folved by the 
teaching of the great Prophet, who is alone 
poffeffed of Urim and Thuramim. The mighty 

r)wer to wreftle with him is all divine ; and 
often pray 

** That mighty faith on me beftow, 

Which cannot afk in vain, 

Which holds, and will not let thee go, 

Till I my fuit obtain : 

Till thou into my foul infpire. 

That perfe6l love unknown. 

And tell my infinfte defire. 

Whatever thou wilt be done.'* 

In fhort, the Lord crucifies my wifdom and my 
will every way ; but I mufl: be crucified as the 
thieves. All my bones mujl be broken ; for there is 
.ft ill in me that impatience of wifdom, which 

would 
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would ftir, when the tempter fays, Come down 
from the crojs. It is not for us to know the times 
and feafons, the manner and myftical means of 
God's working ; but only to hunger and third, 
and lie paffive before the Great Potter. In 
fliort, I begin to be content to be a velfel of clay 
or of woodf fo I may be emptied of felf, and 
filled with my God, my all. Don't give up 
your confident hope : it laves (till fecretly, and 
natii a prefenty and, by and by, will have a great 
recompence of reward. 

I am glad, exceeding glad, that your dear 
Partner goes on fimply and belie vingly. Such 
a companion is a great bleffing, if you know 
how to make ufe of it. For when two of you 
Ihall agree touching one thing in prayer, it fhall 
be done. My wife and I endeavour to fathom 
the meaning of that deep promife; join your 
line to ours, and let us learch what> after all^ 
exceeds knowkdge — 1 mean the wifdom, and the 
power, the love and faithfulnefs of God. 

My wife and I embrace you both ; and pray 
you would help one another, and us, by youjf 
prayers. Adieu. Be God's, as the French fay; 
and fee God yours in Chrifl, for you,, and for 
all our dear brethren. We are. Your Obliged 
friends, I. and M. F. 

Madeley, May loth, 1785* 

Mr. Melvill Home. 

Dear Brother, 

T Am forry you fhould have 

-*" been uneafy about the 

tiooks; I teceivcd them fafely, alter they ha4 

, ; C c a laia 



lain f6r fo»e ttee al Salop. I feMArt fefti 
into any book, but ftiy bible ; not 6ut of con* 
tempt, as if I thought th«y Could not teach ttt 
what I do not know; but becaufe " *Ff/'fl fc/ft^, 
A^.c hnga:** I may never look into ekheir of 
thfin again. 

Go on ifnpTotitt'g yburfelf by reading, but 
above all by meditdtian and frayer: and allots 
our Lord to refine you in the fire of temptation^ 
Where you fee a want, at home or abroad, with* 
in or without, look upon that want, as a warn* 
ing to r\'oid the caufe of the leannefs you per- 
^ive, and a call to jfecure the bkffings, Irhkli 
are ready to take their flight; for fometimeit ttue 
riches, like thofe of this world, make themfelttt 
wings and flee away: the heavenly dove that 
be grieved, and take its flight to humblet, 'cm 
more peaceful roo£s. I am glad yon do not 
want hard or violent meafurts: I hope ydtt 
never wiil countenance them, no not trgsinA 
what you diilike. I believe things will turn out 
very well at the Conference, and I Ihall be a 
^itrtefs of it, if the Lord oJ the harveft gives lii* 
a commiffion to be a fpeAator of the order afnd 
qiiietnefs of thofe who ftiall be there : if not, I 
ihill help you by prayer to draw frofii far the 
blefling of love upon our friends. 

In being moderate, humble, and truly defi-* 
rous to be a Chriflian, that is, to be the leaj^ the 
/jrf, and the fen^ant of all, we avoid running 
ourfelves into difficulties, we efcape many temp- 
tations, and many mortifying difappointments. 
For liiy part, as I expert nothing from men, 
the>' cannot difappoint me ; and as I expeft all 
|OQd things from God, in tbe nme^ miy^ Jke^ffin^ 

and 
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and manner it pleafeth him to beftow, here I can- 
not be dilappointed, beeaufc he does, and will 
do all things welK 

1 truft you labour for God and foub, not for 
praife and lelf. When the latter are our aim, 
God, in inercy, bleffes us with barrennefs, that 
we may give up Barrabas, and releafe the hum- 
ble Jeliis, whom we crucify afrefh by fetting 
the thief on the throne, and the Lord of glory 
at our footftool: for fo do thofe who preach 
Chrift out of contention, or that they may 
have the praife of men. That God may blels 
you and your labours is the prayer of youi 
old brother, I. F» 



Madeley, July igtb^ 1785* 

James Ireland Efq.. 

My dear friend, 

■nLESSED be God we are ftilt 
^ alive, and in the midft of ma- 
ny infirnities, we enjoy a degree of health fpi- 
ritual and bodily. O how good was the Lord^ 
to come as Son of Man to live here for us,, and 
to come in his Spirit to live in us for evert 
This is. a myftery of godlinefs ^ the Lord make. 
mjiill witneffes of it! 

A week ago, I was tried to the quick by a^ 
fever with which my dear Wife was afflifted:: 
two perfons whom flie had vifited having been 
carried off, within a piftol (hot of our houfe, L 
dreaded her being the third. But the Lord 
hath heard prayer and (he is fpaied. Oh what 
« : C c 3 is. 



is life! On what a fleader throid hu^ ttti* 
lading things! My comfort however is, that 
this iaread is as ftrong as the will of God, and 
the word of his grace which cannot be broken^— 
That grace and peace, love and thankful jov 
may ever attend you is the wiih €if your xaA 
oblige4 fri^ids^ I. and M* f» 
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I am not mad, moft noble Feftus; but fpeak 
the words of truth and fobemels. AAs xxvi* 
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Wifdom is juftified of her children* ll^t^ 
xi» 19* 



./ .i: .;. 






FIRST LETTER. 

SIR, 

tATHEN I had the pleafute of feeing 
^^ you laft, you feemed furprized to 
hear me fay, that the aon of God, for purpofes 
worthy of his wifitottt, ilianifefts himfelf, fooner 
ot later, to all his lincere fcrflowers, in a foiritual 
triannet, which the world knows not ou The 
affertion appeared to you unfcrrptural, cnthufi- 
aftical, and dangerous. What I then advanceil 
to prove, that it wad fctipturaly rational^ and of the 
greateft importance^ made you defire 1 would wtili 
to you on the myfVerious fubj66t. I declined it, 
» being unequal to the talk; but having fince 
coaGdered, that a miftake here toay endangcif 
your fcrul or mine, I fit down to domply with 
your tecfueft t And tfre end I propofe by it, is# 
^ithet t6 give you a fdtir opportunity of pointing 
6trt my error, if I am wrong; or to engage you, 
if I am right, to feek what I efteem the moft in- 
taluable of all bleffings, — revelations of Clirlft 
to your own foul, procru6tive of the experimen- 
tal knowledge of him, and the prefent enjoy- 
ifieat of his falvation. 

As 4n architeA cannot build a palace, unleft 
ht is allowed a proper fpot to ereft it upon^ fd 
I fhall not be able to eftablifh the doSrinq I 
maintain, unlefs you allow me the exiftence of 
the proper fenfes, to whidh our Lord manifeft^ 
himfelf. The manifeftatron 1 contend for, be- 
ing of a fpiritual nature, mui^ be made to fyvtU 

tual 



tual fenfes; and that fuch fenfes ezifl, and are 
opened in, and exercifed by regenerate fouls, is 
wiiat I defign to prove in this le^r, by the 
joint teftioiony of Scripture, our Church, and 

Rcdfon. 

!• The Scriptures inform us, that Adam loft 
the experimental knowledge of God bv the fall.. 
His fooliih attempt to hide hinifcit from his 
Creator, whofe eyes are in every place, evidences 
the total blindnefs of his undei (landing. The 
fame veil of unbelief, which hid God from his 
mind, was drawn over his heart and all his fpi- 
ritual fenfes. He died the death, the moral, fpi- 
ritual death, in confequence of which the cor- 
ruptible body links into the grave, and the ua- 
degenerate foul into hell. 

In this deplorable flate Adam begat his chil- 
dren. We, like him, are not only void of the 
life of God, but alienated from it, tlirough the 
ignorance that is in us. Hence it is, tliat 
though we are poireffed of fuch an animal and 
rational life, as he retained after die commiffion 
of his fin, yet we are, by nature, utter Grangers 
to the holinefs and bli fs he enjoyed in a (late of 
innocence. Though we have, in common with 
beafls, bodily orgiiis of fight, hearing, tafting, 
fmelling, and feeling, adapted to outward ob- 
jects,- though we enjoy, in common with devils, 
the faculty of reaioniiig upon natui'al truths, 
and mathematical propohtions, yet we do not 
underftand fupernatural and divine things* 
Notwithftandiiig all oiu fpeculations about tliem, 
we can neitlier fee, nor tafte them truly, unleis 
we are rifen witli Chrift, and taught of God* 
We may, mdeedi fpeak and w^ite about them, as 

the 
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the blind may fpeak of colours, arid the deaf dit 
pute of founds, but it is all guefs-work, hear* 
fay, and mere conjefture. The things of the 
Spirit of God cannot bc'difcovered, but by fpi* 
ritual, internal fcnfes> which are, with regard 
ta the fpiritual world, what our bodily, external 
fenfes are with regard to the material world. 
They are the only medium, by which an intcr- 
courfe between Uhrift and our fouls can be 
opened and maintained. 

The exercife of thefe fenfes is peculiar to 
thofe, who are born of God. They belong to 
what the Apoftles call the new man, the inward man, 
the neiif creature^ the hidden man of the heart. In 
believers, this hidden man is awakened and raif- 
ed from the dead, by the power of Chrift's refur- 
re6lion. Chrift is his life, the Spirit of God is 
his fpirit, prayer or praife his breath, holinefs his' 
health, and love his element. We read of his 
liunger and thirfl, food and drink, garment and 
haibtation, armour and conflifts, pain and plea- 
fure, fainting and reviving, growing, walkings 
and working. All this fuppofes fenfes, and the 
more thefe fenfes arc quickened by God, and 
cxcrcifed by the new bom foul, the clearer and 
ftrongcr is his perception of divine things. 

On the other hand, in unbelievers, the inward 
man is deaf, blind, naked, afleep, paft feeling,- 
yea, dead in trelpaffes and fins; and of courfe, as 
incapable of perceiving fpiritual things, as a per- 
fon in. a deep fleep, or a dead man of difcovering 
outward obje6ls. St. Paul's language to him is, 
** Awake thou that fleepeft, arilc from the dead, 
and Chrift Ihail give thee light." He calls him 
a natural man, one who hath no higher life than 

thit 
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that hit parenU conveyed to tw by naitwal mi^ 

iieratioa-*-<oae who follows the 4^RMcs ofbii 
<>wn fenfual foul, and ifi neither born of Goif 
nor led by the Spirit of God. " Ths nmal 
want" fays the Apoftie, " tseceiveOi pgt tjbf 
things of the Spirit, for they are faQlifiinc(ft wUf 
him» neither can he know ih^m, becaufe they 
are fpirituallv difccrned." He has n^ Icafc fsty- 
fcrly exerciUd for this kiod of ditcemaienty hk 
** eye hath not feen, nor ear heajfdf neither 
have entered into his heart, the thin^, wjiich 
God hath prepared for theip that love hicji.'* 

The reverie of the natural roan is the j^'iiMt 
£9 called, becaufe GCkI hath rev-ealcd ipiritual 
things to him by his Spirit, who is now in hjm a 
principle of fpiritual and eternal life^ ** The 
fpiritual man," fays the Apoftie^ '* judgeth, 
i. e. difcerneth all things, yet he himfelf ia 
difccrned of no one." The high ftate he i^ u^ 
can no more be difcerned by the natural man« 
than the condition of the natural man can b< 
difcerned by a brute.* 

i>t. Pdul not only defcribes the fpiritual man, 
but (peaks particularly of his internal,, moral 
feafes. Chriftians, fays he, of full age, by rea.- 
fon of ufe, have their i'entes exercifed to difcenp 

food and evil. J He prays, that the love of the 
liilippians " may abound more and more ia 
knowledge, and cu tt.vctvi ',-^^Ov)(r« in ail fenfe pr 
feeling.'* f The fcriptures conftantly mention, or 
allude to one or other of thefe fpiritual fenfes: 
-wGive me leave to produce fome mftances. 

I. To begin with the Sight. St. Paul prays, 
tliat, the eyes of his converts being enlightened, 

they 

♦i. Cor. ii. 10—15. §Hcb. v. 14. +PW1. 1. 9- 
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they might know what is the hope of their 
calling. He reminds them, that Chrift had 
been evidently fct forth crucified before their 
eyes. He affures them, that the God of thi» 
world hath blinded the eye$ of them that believe 
pot the gofpel ; and declares that his comraiffion 
was to open the eyes of the Gentiles, and turn 
them from darknefs to light. Abraham /ow 
Chrift's day, and was glad. Mofes perfevered, as 
^temg him who is invifible. David prayed. Open 
my eyes that I may fee wonders out of thy Law. 
Our Lord complains, that the heart of unbe- 
Mevers is waxed grofs, that their ears are dull ot 
hearing and that they have clofed their eyes^ 
left thejr (hould ^ee zvith their eyes, underftand 
with their hearts, and be converted. He coun- 
fels the Laodiceans, to anoint their eyes with 
cye-falve, that they might fee. He declares, 
tnat the world cannot receive the Spirit of 
truth, becaufe it /^•f^ him not; that the things, 
which belong to the peace of obftinate unbe- 
lievers, are, at laft, judicially hid from their 
eyes; and, that the pure in heart Ihall /p£» God. 
St. John teftifies, that he, who does evil, hath 
not feen God; and that darknefs, hath blinded 
the eyes of him, that loves not his brother. 
The Holy Ghoft informs us, that believers look 
at the things which are not feen, and behold the 
glory of God, Ihining in the face of Jefus Chrift. 
Thefe are the eyes, with which believers lee 
the falvation of God. They are fo diftinft from 
thofe of the body, that when our Lord opened 
them in St. Paul's foul, he fuffered fcales to 
grow over his bodily eyes. And no doubt, 
when Chrift gave outward tight to the blind, it 
D d was 



was chiefly to convince the world, that it isKe 
who can fay to blind finners. Receive yout 
fight; fee the goodnefs of the Lord in the land 
otthe living; look unto me and be faved. . 

2. If you do not admit of a fpiritual Hear- 
ing, what can you make of our Lord's repeated 
caution. He that hath an ear to hear, let him 
hear? And what can be the meaning of the 
following fcriptures — Hear, O foolilh people, 
who have ears and hear not« Ye uncircumclfed 
in heart and ears» Ye cannot hear my words; 
ye are of your father the Devil. He, that is of 
God, heareth^ God's words; ye, therefore, hear 
them not, becaufe ye are not of God ? Can it 
be fuppofed, that our Lord fpake of outward 
hearing, when he faid. The hour cometh, and 
now is, that the dead ftiall hear the voice of the 
Son of God and live. My Iheep hear my voice. 
He that hath heard and learned of the Father, 
cometh unto me? ^)o not all finners ftand fpi- 
ritually in need of Chrift*s powerful Ephphatha, 
Be thou opened? Is that man truly converted, 
who cannot witnefs with Ifaiah, The Lord hath 
wakened my ear to hear as the learned ; and with 
the Pfalmift, Mine ears haft thou opened? Had 
not the believers at Ephefus heard Chrift, and 
been taught of him? When St. Paul was caught 
up into the third heaven, did he not hear words 
unfpcakable? And far from thinking fpiritual 
hearing abfurd, or impoffible, did he not quef- 
tion, whether he was not then out of the body? 
And does not St. John pofitively declare, that 
he was in the Spirit, when he heard Jefus fay, I 
am the firft and the laft? 

3* How void of meaning are the following 

paflages, 
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paffages, if they do not allude to that 'ssnsk, 
which is calculated for the reception of, what 
the barrennefs of human language compels me 
to call fpiritual perfumes? The fmell of thy 
ointments is better than alLfpices. The fmell of 
thy garments is like the fmell of Lebanon. All 
thy igarments fmell of myrrh, aloes, and caflia ; 
and becaufe of the favour of thy good pintments^ 
thy name is as ointment poured forth. 

4. If believers have not a fpiritual faculty of 
Tasting divine things, what delufion muft they 
be under, when they fay, Chrift's fruit is fweet to 
their ta^e i and cry out. How fweet arc thy 
words to my tafle! they are fweeter than honey 
to my mouth? But how juftly can they fpeak 
thus, if they have tafled the heavenly gift, and 
the good word of God, and, as new born babes» 
defire the fincere milk of it ? Surely, if they 
eat the flefh of the Son of God, drink his. blood, 
and tafie that the Lord is gracious, they have a 
right to teftify, that his love is better than zmriei 
and to invite thofe, that hunger and thirft alter 
righteoufnefs, to tafle that the Lord is good, 
that they alfo may be fati&fied with his goodnefe 
and mercy, as with marrow and fatnefs. 

5. If we are not to be perfeft Stoicks in Reli- 
gion, if we fliould have one degree more of de- 
votion, than the marble ftatues, which adorn 
our churches, we fliould have, I think, fome 
FEELING of our unworthincfs, fome sense of 
Gcki'5 majefty. Chrift's tender heart was pierced . 
to atone for, and to remove the hardnefs of 
ours. God proraifes to take from us the heart of 
jtone, and to give us an heart of flefli, a broken 
and contrite hearty the facrifice of which, he will 

D d 2 not 
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not dcfpife. Good king Jofiah was praifed, l)6- 
caufe his heart was tender. The converfion of 
the three thoufand, on the day of pentecoft, 
began by their being pricked in their heart* 
We are direfted to feel after God, if haply wc 
mi^ht find him. Our Lord himfelf is not 
aihamed to be touched^ m heaven, witli ^. feeling of 
our infirmities. And St. Paul intimates, that 
the higheft degree of obduracy and apoftacy, is 
to be pajl feeling, and to have our confcience 
feared as with a hot iron, 

I hope, Sir, you will not attempt to fet afide 
fo many plain paflages, by faying, they are iznfit 
to fupport a doISrine, as containing empty me- 
taphors, which amount juft to nothing. This 
would be pouring the greateft contempt on the 
perJbicuity of the oracles of God, the integrity 
of the facred writers, and the wifdom of the 
Holy Ghoft, who infpired them. As certainly 
as there is a &iritual life, there are fenfes ca^ 
culated for the difplay and enjoyment of it; 
and thefe fenfes exift no more in metaphor, than 
the life, that exerts itfelf by them. Our Lord 
fettled the point, when he declared to Nicodc- 
mus, that no man can fee the kingdom of Godf 
the kingdom of grace here, and of glory here- 
after, except he is firft born of God, bom of the 
$pirit ,* juft as no child can fee this world, ex- 
cept he is firft born of a woman, born of the 
fieih. Hence it appears, that a regenerate foul 
bath his Ibiritual fenfes opened, and made capa- 
ble of diicerning what belongs to the fpiritual 
W^irld, as a new bom infant hath his natural 
ieGifes uulockedi and begins to fee, hear, and 

taftc, 
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tafte, what belongs to the material world int^ 
which iie enters. 

II. Thefe declaraticns of the Lord, his pro« 
phets, and apoftles, need no confirmation. Ne* 
verthelefs, to (hew you, Sir, that I do not mif- 
take their meaning, I fliall add the teflimony of 
our own excellent Church. As flie ftriftly agrees 
with the fcripture, fhe makes alfo frequent men- 
tion of fpiritual fenfations, and you know, Sir^ 
that fenfations neceffarily fuppole fenfeu She 
prays, that God would •* give tis a duejenfe of his 
meftimable love in the redemption of the worlds 
by our Lord Jefus Chrift."* She begs, that he 
would " make us know and feel there is na 
other name than that of Jefus, whereby we muft 
be faved."y She affirms, that true penitents^ 
feel ** the burden of their fins intolerable i^t" 
that godly perfons " feel in thepifelves the 
workings of Chrift's Spirit ;'*| that " the Lord 
fpeaks prefently to us in the fcriptures, to the 
great and endleis comfort of all that have any 
feeling of God in thenx at' all ;" that ** godly^ 
men felt, inwardly, the Holy Gholl inflaming 
their hearts with the fear and love of God^ and 
that they ate miferable wretches, who. have no^ 
feeling of God within them at all:'*|| And, that 
** if we feel the heavy burden of our fins preffing 
Qur fouls,, and tormenting us with the fear oF 
death hell and damnation, we muft Jleadfajtly,' 
behold Chrift crucified, with the eyies of out 
heart."** 
Our Church ferther declares,, that " true 
Od 3: feitin 

"Thank-Tgiviag. ^Office for the Sick. iCommunbiu. 
Ji7 Ariicic. || Horn, ou. cei lain placa o£ fcripture. *»^ 
Horn. oa. the Fafliou. 



I 3*2 ) 

faith is not !n the ttiouth and datward ptofeffi^ 
only, but liveth and Jlirreth inwardly in the 
heart, and that if we feel and perceive fuch a 
faith in us, we muft rejoice:'^ That ^ cor- 
reAion, though painful, bringeth with it a /#)fc 
of God's goodnefs :"$ That, " if after contri- 
tion, we feel our confciences at peace with Grod^ 
through the remiffion of our fin, it is GoJ, 
^ho worketh that great miracle in us;** and 
ftie ptays, that, " as this knowledge and 
feeling is not in ourfelves, and, as by ourfelveSi 
it is not poflible to come by it, the Lord would 

Sive us grace to know tnefe things, and /wi 
lem in our hearts."t She begs, that *' Gocl 
would afflft us with his Holy Spirit, that we 
inay hearken to the voice of the good Shep* 
herd. "J She fets us upon alking continually* 
that the Lord would " lighten our darknefSf** and 
deliver us from the two heavieft plagues of 
fharaoh, '* hlindnefs ^nd liardnefs oi heart J"\\ And, 
flie affirms, that " if we will be profitable hc«r» 
ers of the fcripturcs, we muft keep under our 
carnal fenfeSfXzktn by the outward words, fearck 
the inward meaning, and give place to the Holy 
Ghoft," whofe peculiar office it is to open out 
fpiritual fenfes, a& he opened Lydia*s heart.** 

If I 4id not think the teftimony of our falefled 
Reformers, founded upon that of the facred 
wi ker:, of fufficient Weight to turn the fcale of 
your fentiments, I could throw in the declara<» 
tions of many ancient and modern divines. To 

inflance 

^livru on FaliU tft and 3d Part. ^Hom on the fear 
of Dra h, 2(1 yaru tHom. for Roigation week 3d ParU 
tiioi). on Repent. 2d Pijrt. ||Even« ^izytt aud Uitai^» 
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inftance in two or three only. St* Cyrill, in 
the xiii Boole of his Treafia-e, affirms^ that, 
" men know Jefus is the Lord, by the Holy 
Ghoft, no otherwife than they, who fajle honey, 
know it is fweet, even by its proper quality." 
Dr. Smith of Queen's Coll. Cambridge, in hie 
feleft difcourfes, obferves, after Plotinus, that 
** God is beft difcerned voe^ rvf a^vT by an 
intellectual tduch of him." We muft, fays he> 
^* fee mth t>ur eyes^ to ufe St. John's words; we 
ihufl hear mth out earSt cmd our hcmds mt^ handle the 
Word of lifef ifrli ya^ '^v^Q iicriyjG-ig rig for thd 
foul hath its fenfe as well as the body." And 
Bifhop Hopkins, in his treatife on the new birthi 
accounts for the Papifts denying the knowledge 
of falvation, by faying, " It is no wonckr, thai 
they who will not trim their natural fenfes in thd 
domine of tranf^iU^ftantiation fbould skot truA 
their ffiritual ones in thie do6trine of afliirance." 

in. But in (lead o^proving the point by muU 
tiplying quotations, let me intreat you. Sir, to 
weigh the following obiervations in the balaaqe 
of Keafottm : , , 

I. Do not all grant, there Jb fuch a ihmfi an 
moral fenfe in the world, and that to be utAesly 
void of it, is to be altogether tmfit for ibdai 
life? If you I^ given a friend the greateil 
proofs of your love, would not be be iidestc^a^ 
ble, if he felt no gratitude, and had abfolutely, 
no fenfe of your kindnefs.. Now, if mofai fexih 
zndfieUng are Univerfally allowed, between n^aH 
and man, in civil life^ why Ihould it appear 
incredible, or irrational, that there ihould be 
tiich a thing, between God md P^t }^. the 
divt&e life? 

4. Ta 
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4. To conclude, if material objefts cannot be 
perceived by man in his prefent ftate, but 
through the medium of one or other of his bo- 
dily lenfes, by a parity of reafon, fpiritual ob- 
jefts cannot be difcovered, but through one o^ 
other of the fenfes, which belong to me inward 
man. God being a Spirit, cannot be worfhipped 
in truth, unlefs he is known in Spirit, You 
may as foon imagine, how a blind man, by rea- 
foning on what he feels or taftes, can get true 
ideas of light and colours, as how one, who has 
no fpiritual fenfes opened, can, by all his rca- 
foning and gueffing, attain an experimental 
knowledge of the invifible God. 

Thus, from the joint teftimony of Scripture, 
of our Church, and of Reason, it appears, that 
fpiritual fenfes are a bleifed reality.. I have 
dwelt fo long on the proof of their exigence 
for two reafons. Firfl, They are of infinite ufc 
in religion. Saving faith cannot fubfift and aft 
without them. If St. Paul's definition of that 
grace be juft, if it is ** the fubftance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not feen, 
it muft be a principle of fpiritual life, oiore or 
lefs, attended with the exercife of thefe fenfes; 
according to the poetic and evangelical lines of 
Dr. Young 

" My heart awake. 
Feel the great truths : To feel is to be fired,, 
And to beiieve, LorenzOi is to- feel." 

Till 
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Till profeflbrs Tee the neccffity of believing, in 
this manner, they reft in a refined form of god- 
linefs. To the confidence of the Antinomians, 
they may, indeed, join the high profcffion of 
the fooliflb virgins. They may even crown 
their partial aflent to the truths of the gofpel 
with the zeal of Pharifees, and the regularity of 
moralifts: but ftill they flop fliort of the new 
<reationt the new births the life of God in the foul 
of man. Nay more, they ftumble at fome oF 
the mod important truths of Chriftianity, and 
think the difcoveries, that found believers have 
of Cbiift and the fpiritual world, are enthufiafti- 
cal delufionsi or, at leaft, extraordinary favours, 
which they can very well do without. Thus, 
even while they allow the power of godlinefs in 
others, they reA fatisfied without experiencing it 
in themfelves« 

Secondly, What I fliall write will depend 
very much on the exigence of Ipiritual fenfes; 
and if this letter convinces you, that they are 
opened in every new born foul, you will more 
eafily believe, Chrift can and does manifeft 
himlelf by that proper medium ; and my letters 
on divine manifeftations will meet with a leik 
pt^udiced reader* 

That £mmanuel, the light of the worlds may 
direA me to write with fobernefe and truth, and 
you to read with attention and candour,, is the 
fiacere prayer of. Sir, Yours be* 
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SECOND LETTER^ 

SIR, 

TjAVING proved, In my firft letter, the 
*^ exiftence of the fpiritual fenfes, to 
which the Lord manifefts himfelf, I ihall now 
enter upon that fubjeft, by letting you know, 
as far as my pen can do it, I. What is the 
nature of that manifeftation, which "makes the 
believer more than conqueror over fin and 
death. 

1. Miftake me not, Sir, for the pleafure of 
calling me enthufiaft. I do not infift, as you 
may imagine, upon a manifeftation of the voice, 
body, or blood of our Lord to our external 
fen(es. Pilate heard Chrift> voices the Jews 
faw his body, the foldiers handled it, and fomc 
of them were literally fprinkled with his blood; 
but this anfvvered no fpiritual end: They knew 
not God manifeft in the Hefh. 

2. Nor do I underftand fuch a knowledge of 
our Redeemer's doctrine, offices, promiles and 
performances, as the natural man can attain, by 
the force of his underftanding and memory* 
All carnal profeJors, all fooliili virgins, by con- 
vodmg with true ChrilHans, hearing gofpel fer- 
mons, and reading evangelical boolcs, attain to 
the hilVorical, and doctrinal knowledge of Jefus 
Ciuitt. Their uiKlerlwndings are informed; 
but, dla>! their hearts renuin unchanged. Ac- 
quanucd with the let:er, they coniinue igno- 
rant of the S;^ir::. Boifiing.' perhaps, ot the 
grcatacis ot Chii:i i idlvatioa, they reiiiiin alto- 
gether 



gether unfaved ; and, full of talk about what he 
hath done for theiHrthey know nothing of Chrifi 
in them, the hope of glory. 

3. Much lefs do I mean fuch a reprefentation 
of our Lord's perfon and fufFerings, as the natu- 
ral man can form to himfelf, by the force of a 
warm imagination. Many, by feeing a ftriking 
pi6lure of Jefus bleeding on the crofs, or hear- 
ing a pathetic difcourfc on his agony in the 
garden, are deeplj^' affefted and melted into 
tears. They raife in themfelves, a lively idea 
of a great and good man unjuftly tortured to 
death; their foft paffions are wrought upon, and 
pity fills their heaving breads. But, alas! they 
remain ftrangers to the revelation of the Son of 
God by the Holy Ghoft. The murder of Julius 
Caefar, pathetically defcribed, would have the 
fame effeft upon them, as the crucifixion of 
Jefus Chrift. A deep play*would touch them as 
eafily as a deep fermon, and much to the fame 
purpofe ; for in either cafe, their impreflions 
and their tears are generally wiped away toge- 
ther. 

4« Nor yet do I underftand good defires, melt- 
ings of heart, vi6lories over particular corrup- 
tions, a confidence that the Lord can and will 
fave us, power to flay ourfelves on fome pro- 
mifes, gleams of joy, rays of comfort, enliven- 
ing hopes, touches of love ; no, not ,even fore- 
taftes of Chriftian liberty, and of the good word 
of God. Thefe are rather the delightful draw-r 
ings of the father, than the powerful revelation 
of the Son. Thefe, like the ftar, that led the 
wife men for a time, then difappeared, and ap- 
peared again, are helps and encouragements, to 

come 
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come to Chriftt and not a di^'ine union with 
l»im, by the revelation of himfelf. 

I cin more eafily tell you. Sir, what this reve- 
lation is not, tlian what it is. The tongues of 
men and aneels want pro^r words to esprels 
tlie fweetneis and glory, with which the Son of 
God vifits the fouls that cannot reft without 
him* This bleflins is not to be defcribed, but 
enjoyed* It is to be xmtten, not witk tui^ but witk 
the Jpirit of the living GoJ^ not on paper, or hUes of 
jlone, but in theflefhTy tables of the hearts May the 
Lord himfelf explain the myftery, by giving 
you to eat of the hidden manna, and beftowing 
upon you the new name, which no man knows, 
fave he that receives it! In the mean time, take 
a view of the following rough draft of this mer- 
cy ; and, if it is agreeable to the letter of the 
word, pray that it may be engraved on your 
heart, by the power of the Spirit. 

The revelation of Chrift, by which a carnal 
protcHbr becomes a holy and happy pofleOTor of 
the faith, is a fupernatural, Ipiritual, experimen- 
tal manifeftation of the Spirit, power, and love, 
and (ometimes of the perlbn ot God manifeft in 
the flefh, whereby he is known and enjoyed in a 
manner altogether new: as new as the know- 
ledge a man, wlio never tafted any thing but 
bread and water, would have of honey and wine, 
fuppofe, being dilfatisfied with the befl: defcrip- 
tions oF thole rich productions of nature, he 
a6tually tafled thein for himfelf. 

^ This manifeftatiun is, looner or later, in a 
higher or lower degree, vouch Htfed to every 
fincere feeker, through the nedium of one or 
more of the fpiritual lenfes opened in his foul, 

in 
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in a gradual or inftantaneous manner, as it pleaf- 
es God. No fooner is the veil of unbelief 
which covers the heayt.rent through the agen- 
cy of the Spirit, and the efforts of the foul 
ftruggling into a living belief of the word : no 
fooner, I fay, is the door of faith opened, than 
Chrift, who flood at the door and knocked, 
comes in, and difcovers himfelf full of grace and 
truth. Then the tabernacle of God is with 
man. His kingdom comes with power. Righ- 
teoufnefs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghofl 
fpread through the new born foul ; eternal life 
begins ; heaven is open on earth ; the confcious 
heir of glory cries Abba, Father; and from 
blefTed experience can witnefs, that he is come 
to " mount Sion, and to the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerufalem, and to an innu* 
merable company of angels ; to the general af- 
fembly and church of the firfl born, which arc 
written in heaven, and to God the judge of all, 
and to the fpirits of jufl men made perfeft, and 
to Jefus the mediator of the new covenant, and 
to the blood of fprinkling, which fpeaketh bet- 
ter things than the blood of Abel." 

If this manifeflation is duly improved, the 
efFefts of it are admirable. The believer's heart, 
now fet at liberty from the guilt and dominion 
of fin, and drawn by the love of Jefus, pants 
after greater conformity to his holy will, and 
mounts up to him in prayer and praife. His 
life is a courfe of chearful evangelical obedience, 
and his mofl common aftions become good 
works, done to the glory of God. If he walks 
Up to his privileges, outward objefts entangle 
him no more. Having found the great 1 AM, 
£e the 
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tVe eternal fubftance, he looks tqxm HI creitBl 
things as fhadows. Man, the moft (excellent erf 
ili, appears to him altogether lighter than Tani^ 
ty. Yea, doubtlefs, he counts all things bi* 
lofs, for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Chrift Jefus his Lord; efteeming them but atmg, 
that he may win Chrift^ and, to the hit, be 
found in him, not having his own r^hteoufncfr, 
but that which is through the faith of Chrift*: 
that, by new difcoveries of himfelf, he may 
know him and the power of his refurreftion 
every day more clearly* In the mean time^ he 
calls his fins and miferies upon Jefus,^ and Jefiis 
beftows his righteoufnefs and happinefs upon 
him^ He puts on Chrift, and becomes a parta- 
ker of the human nature. Thus, they are mu- 
tually interefted in each other ; and to nfc St. 
Paul's endearing expreffions, they are efpoufed 
and married. Joined by the double band of 
redeeming love and faving faith, they are one 
fpirit, as Adam and Eve, by matrimony were 
one flelh* *« This is a great mypry^" fays the 
Apoftle, but^ thanks be to God, it is made ma- 
nifeft to his faints.* 

II. If you afk, Sir, How can thefe things be? 
Defcribe to me the particular manner of thefe 
manifeftations ? I reply in our Lord's words to 
Nicodemus, ** Art thou a matter in Ifrael," 
nay more, a Chriftian, " and knoweft not thefe 
things?" Verily, I fav unto j'ou, though wc 
cannot fix the exiA mode, and precifc manner 
of the breathing of the Spirit, yet, we fpeak 
What we do know, and teftify what we have 

% but you receive not our witneis» Marvel 

not 



KK)t^ however, if we find it impofllbte to tell yott 
all the particulars, of a divine manifeftation^ 
Ifou yourfelf^ though you feel the wind, fee its 
gazing effe6ls^ and heas the found of it, cannot 
tell whence it cometh,. and whither it goeth: 
inuch lefs could you defcribe it to^ the fatisfac- 
tion of one, who never heard oi felt it himfeif* 
Many earthly things cannot be conceived b)c 
earthly men^ The blind, for example,, can ne^ 
yer conceive the diflfiprence of colours; what 
9(ronder then if natuial men do- not underfiand 
iis, whea we tell them of heavenly things ? 
' Nevertheleis, I would in general ^ obferve> 
that the manner^ in which the manifefiation ol 
the Son of God is vouchfafed,. is not the fame ii^ 
all perfons^ nor in the i%mc pejfon at all times,. 
The wind blowcth,. where it lifteth^ much mor^ 
(he fpirit of the living %>d. His thoughts arr 
not 2^s our thoughts r he difpenfe^l^ his blelfing9i» 
pot as we c^e^ them^ but as it pleafes hicfi,. 
Mod commpnly^ howevery the iinae^,..drivei> 
put of all his re&iges of lies^ feels aa aching 
vroid in his foul- Unable ta fa^sfy himfeUJi 
^y longer, with the huflis of empty vanity, drjj 
Jaorality, and fpeculative chriftianity ; and tired 
i^rith the Wft form of godlinefs which i$ rio^ 
ilttended with the power of it, he is brought to 
a fpiritual famine, and hungers after heavenl)^ 
Ipod. Cpavinced of unbelief, he feels the want 
i^ the faith of God^s oferafion. He ftes, th^t nor 
lijiing ihort of an immediate difplay of the 
Lqra s arm can brin^ his foul into the kingdom oj 
Godf and fill it with righteoufnef$, peace, and joy 
lb the Holy Ghoft* 3pmetime^,. encouraged by 
)4Mely hop^y.^eftrug^les into libecty of be^rtp 
Jb.e z and 
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ard praj-s with groanings, which cannot be nt-^ 
tered : at other tiroes, almoft finking tinder a 
burden of guilty fear, or (lupid unbelief, he is' 
violently tempted to throw away his hope, and 
go back to Egypt ; but an invifible hand fup- 
ports him, and, far from yielding to the bafe 
fuggeftion, he refumes courage, and determinesy 
to follow ou to know the Lord, or to die feek- 
ing him. Thus he continues wandering up andt 
down in a fpiritual wildernefs, until the Lord 
gives him the reft of faith, the fubftance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
feen. 

This evidence comes various ways* Some* 
times the fpiritual eye is firft opened, and chief- 
ly, though not only, wrought upon* Then the 
believer, in a divine, transfonning light, difcop 
vers God in the man Chrift, perceives unfpeak- 
able glories in his defpifed perfon, and admires 
infinite wifdom, power, juftice, and mercy, in 
the blood of the crofs* He reads the fcripturcs 
with new eyes. The myfterious book is un- 
fealed, and every where teflifies of him whom 
his foul loves. He views experimentally, as 
well as doftrinally, the fuitablenefs of the Re- 
deemer's offices, the firmnefs of his prcnnifes, 
the fufficiency of his righteoufnefs, the preci- 
oufnels of his atonement, and the completenefi 
of his falvation. He fees, and feels his intereft 
in all. Thus he beholds, believes, wonders, 
and adores. Sight being the nobleft fenfe, this 
fort of manifeftation is generally the brighteft. 

Perhaps his fpiritual ear is firft opened, and 
that voice, which railes the dead, " Go in peace, 
itiy fins are forgiven thee," paffes with powcf 

through 
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through his waiting foul. He knows, by the 
gracious effe6lf it is the voice of Him, who faid 
once, **^ Let there be light and there was light.*^ 
t^e is fenfible of a new creation ,r and can fay^ 
by the teftixnonjr of Qod's Spirit, bearing wit- 
nefe with his fpirit,--'thi? is my Beloved's voice;, 
he is mine,, and I am his*. I laave redemption^ 
through his bipod, even thiC forgivcnefs of my 
fins: and having mMch fprgiv,cn, he laves mucli,, 
and obieys in proportion. 

Frequently ^ifo Chrift manifefts himfelf, fir^ 
and chiefly to the fpiritual feeling. He takes- 
the burden of guilt, deje6lion, and lin, from the 
heavy-laden f^ul; and, in the room of it,, im- 
parts a ftrong fenfe of liberty,, peace,, love, and< 
joy in the Iioly Ghoft. The ranfomed finner,, 
enabled to oyjercQ^me racking doubts or dull in- 
fenfibility, bjelip^yes now with the heart unto* 
righteournefs, and ipake? confeOion with the. 
xoouth unto ^ivation. Surely^ fays he, (In the 
Lord, I have right^oufnefs and ftrength, Thi^. 
is the finger of God. This day is^ falvation^ 
CQi^e tffuiy (qui. Nqne but Jefus could do this 
iox n^e. The Lqrd he is God ; ' he is xny I^rdv 
and my Gqid. This manifeftatiqn is generally 
the loweli, as being made to a lower fenfe;; 
therefore great care ought to be taken, not to. 
confound it with the ftrong drawings of the Fa- 
^er, on which it borders. Some babes in> 
Chrift,. who, like young Samuel, have not yet 
their fcnfes properly ex,ercifpd to know the 
things freely given to them of God, are often 
made uneafy on this very account. Nor can 
they be fully fatisfied, until they find the effeA^ 
C^.this manifeftation are lafting, or they obtain j 
E.e 3, clearer 
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.clearer ones by means of the nobler fenfes,— 
the fight or hearing of the heart. 

IIL Though I contend only for thofe difco- 
veries of Chrift, which arc made by the intemd 
fenfesy becaufe fuch only are promifed to dl; 
yet I cannot without contradifting fcripturet 
deny, that the external fenfes have been wrought 
upon in fome manifeftations* When Abralum 
faw his Saviour's day, he was, it feems, allowed 
to wafli his feet with water,* as afterwards the 
penitent harlot did with her tears* And Saul, 
in his way to Damafcus, faw Jefus's glory and 
heard his voice both externally and internally, 
for they, ** that journeyed with him, faw the 
light, and heard a voice," though they could 
not diftinguifti the words which were fpoken* 

Sometimes alfo manifeftations, though merely 
internal, have appeared external to thofe, who 
were favoured with them. When the Lord 
called Samuel, in Shiloh, the pious youth fup- 
pofed the call was outward, and ran to Ely, 
faying, Thou calledft me: but it feems the 
voice had ftruck his fpiritual ear only, otherwife 
the high prieil, who w2ls within hearing, would 
Iiave heard it, as well as the young prophett 
And though Stephen fteadfaftly looked up to 
heaven, as if he really faw Chrift there with his 
bodily eyes, it is plain he difcovered him only 
with thofe of his faith, for the roof of the houie 
where the court was held, bounded his outward 
fight ; and had Chrift appeared in the room, fo 
as to be vifible to common eyes, the council of 
the Jews would have feen him, as well as the 
pious prifoner at the bar. 

Hence 

*Gcn. xviii. j. 
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Hence we learn — ift. That the knowledge of 
fpiritual things, received by fpirituai fenfe, is as 
clear, as the knowledge of natural things, ob- 
tained by bodily fenfe* 2dly, That it is fome- 
times poflible to be doubtful, whether the out- 
ward eye or ear is not concerned in particular 
revelations; fince tiii» was not only the cafe of 
Samuel, but of St* Paul himfelf, who could not 
tell, whether the unfpeakable words, he heard in 
paradife, ftruck his bodily ears, or only thofe of 
ms foul. 3rdly, That no ftrefs is to be laid 
upon the external circumftances, which have 
fometimes accompanied the revelation of Chrift, 
If aged Simeon had been as blind as old Ifaac, 
and as much difabled from taking the child Jefus 
in his arms as the paralytic^ the internal revela- 
tion he had of Chrifl could have made him fay 
with the fame affurance. Now Lord, let thy fer- 
vant depart in peace, for mine eyes have feen 
thy falvation. If the Apoftle had not been 
ftruck to the ground, and his eyes dazzled by 
outward lights his converfion would not have 
been lefs real, provided be had been inwardly 
humbled and enlightened. And, if Thomas, 
waving the carnal demonftration he infifted 
upon, had experienced only in his inner man, 
that Chrift is the reiurredion and the life, he 
could have confeifed him, with as great a con- 
fdoufnefs he was not miftaken, as when he 
cried out. My Lord, and my Godi I am. 
Sir, Yours be* 
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IV. WHY the Laid manifdb bimfrlf ta 
' ^ the chiUren of mea is aa impoiw 
tant queftion, which I now come to oonnoer* 
It is not, we may eafily tUak». for the giadfica- 
tion of their cunofity, but for pinpofes wordiy 
of his wifdom : and what thefe ase, we flnli ibon 
learn, if we reduce divine manifeftations to^three 

genenJ clafTes, Extraordinary^ Qrdhary^ and Afii/ 
ues; and then confider the defiffn and u£e of 
each, as it may be coileAed &om icripturc* 

L To begin with manifeftations of the Exirih' 
ordinary Kind: they are fuch as are either merely 
external, or vouchfafed to a few only on parti- 
cular occafions, and are by no means efiential to 
fijyation. 

I. Some of tfae& are calculated to xoufe the 
tboughtiefs into confideration. Of this kind 
was the manifeftation fome were favoured with, 
a little before our Lord's paflian. *' As he 

f:ayed, there came a voice from heaven, faying, 
have glorified my name, ^and will glorify it 
again. The people, that flood by, and heara it, 
faid. It thundered ;'' they lookea upon the ex<« 
Iraordinary call as fomething common and na«- 
tural. '* Others faid. An angel fpake to him. 
fi\it Jefus faid. This voice came not becaufe of 
spe^ but &r your fakes." 

2. Others are intended as a lafl warning to 
notorious finners. Of this nature was the terri- 
fying fight Nebuchadnezzar had, in his fecond 
dream of " a Watcher and Holy One coming 
down from heaven, and crying aloud, Cut down 

the 
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the tree.** And that of the tnyfterious handf 
which wrote Belfhazzar's doom on the wall, 
while he profaned the facred velTels in his night 
revels. 

3. Some are defigned for the proteSion of 
God's people, and the deftruftion or humiliation 
of their proud enemies. As when the " Lord 
looked to the Egyptians, through the pillar of 
fire, and troubled their hoft :" When ** He caft 
down great ftones from heaven" upon the armies 
of the five kings, who fought againft Ifrael: 
Or when he manifefted his prcfence in Nebu-' 
chadnezzar's furnace, to quench the violence of 
the flame, preferve the three confeffors, and 
convince the raging tyrant, that God's kingdom 
ruleth over all. 

4. The defign of others is to encourage the 
children of God in dangerous enterprizes, or 
direft them in important fteps. Of this kind 
was that to Jofhua, before he began the conqueft 
of Canaan ; and that to St. Paul, when the Liord 
flood by him in the prifon, and informed him 
he muft bear witnefs to him.alfo at Rome. 

5. Some are calculated to appoint fome pcr- 
fons to uncommon fervices and trials, or to the 
prophetic and minifterial office. As that in 
which Noah was commiffioned to build the ark> 
Abraham to ofler up Ifaac^ Mofes to deliver 
Ifrael, Nathan to reprove David, Balaam to blcfs 
Ifrael, and Jeremiah to preach to the Jews. 

6. Others again are defigned to anfwer provi-^ 
dential ends for the deliverance of the people 
of God, as thofe of Gideon ; or fpiritual ends 
of reproof, inftruftion, and confolation to the 
church throughout all ages, as moft of the 

revelations 



I 338 I 

revehtions voudifafied to the propheta^ and te 

St. John. 

II. The manifeftations eflential either to the 
conveifioa of (Inners, or edification of £uut^ 
and which the word of Gcod, and the ejcperiences 
of Cliriftians fhew to be common to aU believers^ 
in ail ages of the churchy are of the Ordinarj 
Kind, and their ufe or defign is, 

1. Tu make the word fpirit and life» " quick 
and powerful, iiiarjper than any two-edged fword, 

!)iercing even to the dividing afunder fouL an4 
pirit/' that the gofpel may not come to finnent 
** in word only, but alfo in power, and in thp 
Holy Ghofl, and in much alTurance." 

2. To. eaie an aiiguilhed confcience, and im^ 
part the peace of God to. a troubled mind t ^ 
in the cafe of broken-hearted David, mourning 
Hezekiah,. weeping feter,. and Paul agonizing ii^ 
prayer. 

3. To reveal Chrift to us, and in us, fo ^ tq 
mat:e us favingly believe, and know, in whoo^ 
we have believed, according to the experience^ 
of Peter, Lydia, Cornelius, and every living 
member of ChrifL 

5. To open a bleffed intercourfe^ and teep x|p 
a delightful communion with Chrifl ; as appear^ 
from the expediences of believers illuftrated ija 
the Canticles.. 

5, To (ileucc the remains of felf-rightcouf- 
neis, and deepen the humiliation of our fouls { 
as in the cafe of Job. To make us grow in- 

?;race, and in the knowledge of our Lord Jefu^ 
JhrifU To bruile Satan under our feet, yea t^ 
bruife the ferpent's head in our hearts, and feal 
the exceeding great and precious promifes givei^ 

to 



to us, tliat w<? toight be paitaltars of the tJivfti* 
nature, and CQ^tinue immoveable, always a^ 
bounding in the work of ^ahlb^ the patience of 
hope, aiKl the labour d{ Ioye» In a Word, to 
^ fttengthen us wilh inijght, b^ God*s Spirit, ift 
the inner iaian, 'Aat Ghrift nay dlirdl in oulr 
hearts by faith, and we teay be filled with all thfe 
fullncfsofGod." 

6. To prq)are us for great trials, fupport x^ 
tinder them, and comfort us after them. Th& 
^as our Lord^s experience before his temptation, 
'after he had overcome the tempter, and when 
be was in the height of his agony* This was 
alfo the cafe of David, St. JPaul, and of all thfc 
apoftles, when tbey hs^ been fcourged for the 
name of Jefus; and it is ftill the cafe oSM true 
'ftiid deep mourners in Sion« 

7* And lafily, to make us depart in peace, a^ 
Simeon ; or die in perfeA love with our ene- 
mies, and in the full triumph of faith, as St. 
Stephen, All, who live aind die in thJe Loi^ 
partake, more or lefs, of thefe ordinary difplays 
of his powerful prefence, and I defire you, Sir^ 
to remember, that it is chiefly^ if not only, in 
fupport of thefe important manifeftations I take 
lip the pen. 

IIL The third clafs of manifeftations is that 
of Afijc/ Ones; So called, becaufe they are partly 
extraordinary, and partly ordinary. Some are 
ordinary in their Uefign, and extraordinary in 
Iheir circumftances. Of this fort was the mani- 
feftatiOn to the apoftles A6ls iv. 31. The de- 
fign of it was merely common, i. e. to comfort 
them under contempt, and encourage them to 
do ^ood and fuffer evil i but the Jkakng the ^place 

where 
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wAere they were offetMed was an uncomiiioD di> 
cumftance. The fame thine may be faid of the 
clefcent of the Holy Ghm on the 120 who 
were aifembled in the upper room on the dajr 
of Pentecoft, and fome time after upon Corne- 
lius and his foldiers. That they (hould be bs^ 
tizcd with the Holy Ghoft and fpiritual fire was 
not extraordinary, fince it is the onnmon blef- 
ling, which can alone make a man a Chriftian, 
or confirm him in the faith : but that the found 
of a rufhing wind fhould be heard« and lumi- 
nous appearances feen refting upon them, and 
that theV (hould have been enabled to fpeai the 
wonderful works of God in other tongues, were 
uncommon circumftances attending their fpiri- 
tual baptifm. 

Some manifeftations are mixt, both as to their 
dciign and circumftances. That the iniqxiity ol 
Kaiali ihould be put away, and Su Paul convert- 
ed, were not uncommon things; they are the 
coininon effe6ls of ordinary manifeftations : But 
that llic prophet fliould be commiflioned to 
preach to the Jews, and the apoftle to open the 
eyes of the Gentiles were extraordinary circum- 
ftances, as alfo, a flying cherub appearing to the 
one, and a light brighter than the fun, blinding 
tlie other. 

For want of diftinguifhing properly between 
wliat IS ordinary and extraordinary in mixt ma- 
nifeftations, perfons who are not poffeffed of a 
clear head, or what is worfe, of an honeft heartr 
conclude, that none but enthufiafts fpeak now 
of divine manifeftations. If they hear it affirm- 
ed, they muft be converted as well as St. Paul, 
they pertly afk, Whether they are Jews, and 

whether 
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xn^hcther they muft be ftruck to the earth by a 
voice from heaven ? They wilfully forget, that 
our Lord fpake to his hearers as finful men, and 
not as bigot ted Jews, when he faid, ** Except 
ye be converted, ye cannot enter into the king- 
dom of heaven. They obftinately refule to 
fee, that the circumftances of th^ apoftlc's fall- 
ing to the ground &c were not effential to his 
converfion, and had no other ufe, than to make 
his call more remarkable for the conveifion of 
the Jews, and comfort of the Chriftians. When 
the fame prejudiced perfons are told, that they 
muft be born of the Spirit, and receive the Hol^y 
Ghoft, as well as Cornelius and his fervants, 
overlooking the ordinary baptifm of the Spirit^ 
they pitch upon the extraordinary circumftance 
of the gift of tongues, imparted for a feafon, to 
remove the prejudices of the Jews, and to draw 
the attention of the Geh tiles; and think, with a 
fneer, and a charge of enthufiafm, to overturn 
the appftolic faying, " If any man hath not the 
Spirit of Chrift, he is none oi his." Be not de- 
ceived. Sir, by thefe perfons. Acknowledge 
that, fo fure as you want the regenerating know- 
ledge of Chrift, you want the manifeftation of 
his Spirit, without which he can never be known 
favingly. To return. 

Though I contend only for the ordinary ma* 
nifeftations of Chrift, I am far from fuppofing, 
that all extraordinary or mixt manifeftations have 
ceafed. Such a conceffion would favour too 
much of the fpirit of infidelity, which prevails 
in the Church. They are more frequent than 
many imagine. To inftance in one particular 
how far I am from acquiefcing with that infidel 
F f Ipirit 
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feirit. I am fo attached to that old book the 
Bible, as to fay of many, who pa($ for miniftcrs 
of Chrift, Wo to the fooliih prophets, that 
follow their own fpirit and have feen nothing; 
that fay, The Lord fays, and the Xx)rd batk 
not feut them. I think the defire of beinjj 
ftiled Reverend, or Right Reverend, and the 
profpe^t of a living or a mitre, are very impirQ- 
per motives for aifuming the facred characlqr. 
And I aai fuch an enthufiaft as to believe our 
cliuich in the right for requiring that all her 
miiiiftcrs fliould not only be cafied, but even 
M'JVED by the Holy Ghoft to tain? the? office of 
Ambaffador for Chirill upon themfelves.J 

V. Having mentioned = the defign aud uf<? of 
ordinary manifeftations^ it may not be imprcper, 
to touch upon the abufe of them. Their ge- 
nuine tendency is to humble to the duft. 'ftc 
language of thofe, who are favoured with them, 
is, — Will God indeed dwell on the earth! 
Lord what is man, that thou art mindful of him, 
and the fon of man, that thou vifiteft him! 
Now, that I fee thee, I abhor myfelf. I am not 
worthy of the leaft of thy mercies. I am duft 
and alhes. — But as tliere is nothing, which tlic 
heart of man cannot be tempted to corrupt and 
pervert, fo as foon as the power attending thtf 
manifeftation is a little abated, Satan begins to 
ftjoot his fiery darts of fpiritual pride. You are 
a peculiar favourite of heaven, whifpers that old 
ferpeiit, few are fo highly blcfled. All your 
enemies are fcattered; you need not be fo 
watchful in prayer, and lo ftrift in felf denial; 
you Ihall never fall. If the believer is not upon 

his 
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his guardi and quenches not tbefe .fiery darts 
yrhh his fliield, as faft as the enemy throws 
them, l:ie is foon wooinded^ and pride kindles 
iigain upon him. 

St. Paul himfelf was in danger from this 
quarter. " There ^^as given him a thorn in 
the fleflh, a meftenger of Satan to buffet hiin» 
left he fiiould be exalted above meafure, through 
the abundance of the revelations." Aaron and 
Miriam fell into this fnare, when they fpake 
againft Mofes^ faying^ " Hath the Lord indeed 
Ipoken only by Mofes? jHath not he ff>oI;eu 
by usalfoj** David likewife acknowledges his 
error in this refped: ** In my profperity, I 
faid, I iliall never be moved, thou. Lord, of thy 
Boodnefs haft made my hill fo ftronff;" but my 
heart was lifted up^ and my confidence partly 
Carnal, therefore, " thou didft turn thy face 
from me, and I was troubled." The way to- 
avoid the danger is to forefee it ; to look much 
to the lowiy Jefus, and upon the firii approach 
of a temptation to pride, to give, with double di- 
ligence, alt the glory to him that gracioufly be-> 
jf^owed ally and to take, with double care, all the 
ihame of our fins to ourfelves* St. Paul's direc- 
tion in tfiis cafe is excellent: " Becaufe of jun-f 
belief fome were broken off, and thou (iandeil 
by faith. Be not high minded, but fear.'*^ 

Another genuine effect of divine manifefta- 
tions i^ an increafe of "confidence in the Lord,, 
and of activity in hh fervice# What holy boldr 
nefs filled the fouls of thofe worthies, whog^ 
through faith, wrought righteoufncfs, and turn- 
ed to flight the armies of the alien^? How diet 
(he lave of Chrift conftrain the difciples to 
f f a ipeifc 
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fptaik ind icl (oz God iftcr the dij of Ptotecoft ? 
Nochinz couki exceed thetr fortitude and dili- 
ecuce. ~ Nc%erthele<5, if the tcnzptatic»i to pdde 
IS yielded ic. the Comforter is griered, and car- 
nal tccuri:y, indolence of ^writ, and indulgence 
of the tilt, int'ecfibly prerail. The deluddi 
iirofe-Jor though ihom of his ftrcngth, like 
Samp lb::, fincies hioifelf the lame. Soul, fays 
he, t:.c- hatt ^xxis liid up for many years, even 
for ever ,- ;hoL:§h the Lord manifeft himfelf to 
thee no more, be neither uneafy nor afraid ; he 
changes r.o:. Sonzetimes the delufioa jgrows to 
that height, that the farther he goes 'troni the 
kingdom' of God, the ftronger he imagines his 
faith. He even fpeaks contemptuoufly of that 
kingdonn. He calls righteoufiiefs, peace, and 
joy'ia the Holy Ghoft, ajronir, ajffii/2/e feeEngf 
a low difpenfation, hevond which he has happily 
got. He thanks Goa he can now reft upon the 
hare word, without an application of it to his 
heart; that is to f^y, he can be fully fatlsfiel 
with the letter without the Spirit, he can feed 
upon the empty hufks of notions and opinionSf 
as it they were power and life. 

The end of this dreadful miftabe is generally 
a relapfe into grots fin; witneis the falls of 
David and Solomon ; or what is not much bet- 
ter, a fettling in a form, without the power of 
godlinefs, as the Laodiceans of old, and too 
many now, who have a name to live and arc 
dead. The only way to avoid this precipice, is 
to follow the light of the firft manifeftation, and 
look daily for new vifits from Chrift, till he 
makes his abode with us, and we walk in the 
light, as he is in the light. A manifeftation of 

the 
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the Spirit laft year will no more fbpport a foul 
this year^ than air breathed yefterday will nou* 
rifh the flame of life to day. The fun, wliich 
warmed us laft week, muft ftiine again this week* 
Old light is dead light. A notion of old 
warmth is a veiy 6ola hotiotl. We muft have 
frefh food daily, and though we need not a new 
Chrift, we netd, perpetually, new d inlays of his 
eternal love and power. The Lord taught us^ 
this important leflbn, by making the manna he 
gave Uraei in the ^/rtldernefs to difappear every 
day, and catrfing that which was not gathered 
frefh, to breed worms and ftink.. Neverthelefs» 
as the myfterious food kept fweet in the golden, 
pot in tne ark, fo does the heavenly power ia 
thrift, to* whom every true Ifraelite will come 
daily for nd^ fupplies of hidden manna; fox,, 
frelhmanifeftations of the Holy Spirit. Thou- 
fands, by not confidering this, feek the living, 
among the dead^ fancying that a living Saviour 
is to & found in dead experiences^ and that ail 
is well though they liVe after the flefh, and are,, 
perhaps, led captive by the devil at his wilL 
Btlt when their fouls awake out of this dange- 
rous dream, they will be fenfible of their mif- 
take, and frankly acknowledge, " God is not^ 
the God of the dead, but of the living;** and 
that, "if after they have efcaped the pollutions, 
of the world, through the knowledge of the 
Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, they are again 
entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end 
is worie with them than the beginning." 

Leaving thefe lukewarm, formal,. Laodicean, 
profeffors to the mercy of God, I fubfcribe my- 
felf. Sir, Yours &c. 

F £ 3 rOURTK 
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FOURTH LETTER. 

SIR, 

M.-pHAT fomc perfons arc bleffed 
**■ with clearer, ftronger, or earlier 
manifeftations than others, is undeniable; and 
why it is fo, is one of the myfteries of God's 
kingdom, thit Ihall not be explained until the 
day of Judgment. In the mean time, the fol- 
lowing rehe^tions may poflibly caft fome light 
on thdt dark fubjeA, and help us to fay. He does 
all things well. 

1. Our Lord fuits the manifeftations of him* 
felf to the various ftates of the Church. Under 
the Mofaic difpenfation, which confided much in 
externals, divine manifeftations had, generally, 
fome external circumftances : but the Chriftian 
Church, being formed upon a more fpiritual 
plan, is favoured with revelations of a more fpi- 
ritual, and internal nature. 

2. The Lord confiders us as rational creatures, 
in a ftate of probation. Were he to indulge us 
with powerful, inceffant, overwhelming difco- 
varies of himfelf, he would rather violently 
force, than gently lead us to repentance and 
obedience. Every day is not a day of Pentecoft. 
Soon after the Son of God had feen the heavens 
open, he was led into the wildernefs to be tempt- 
ed of the devil ; and fo is his fpoufe after him.* 
St. Paul, by obferving, thit he was not difobedi- 
ent to the heavenly vifion, and that he kept his 
body under, left he ihould become a caft away, 
intJixxates his bright raanifeftation was not of fuch 

conti- 
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continuance and force, but he might have dif- 
obeyed, as Jonah did in a fimilar cafe. Some 
have, in faft. refifted bright manifeftations in 
their day : witnefs Cain, Judas, Balaam, Saul, 
Nebuchadneaszar, and the Ifraelites who perifhed 
in the yzildernefs ; and too many backfliders are 
refifting them now. So fiire, then, as there is a 
time ortrial for faith, hope, and patience, there 
is alfo an abatement of the power, which attends 
divine manifeftations. 

3. Our wife Redeemer proportions the means 
to the end. If the effeft of a manifeftation of 
his love is to be exceeding great, the manifefta- 
tion muft be exceeding bright. Suppofe the 
burden of guilt and hardnefs, temptation and 
forrow, under which one groans is ten [times 
greater than that, which opprefles another, it is 
plain the manifeftation, which is to remove the 
tenfold weight is to be ten times ftronger. The 
fame rule holds alfo with regard to fufferings 
and labours. The hotter the fight of affliflions 
God's children are to go through, the ftronger 
and the brighter alfo is the celeftial armour put 
upon them at the revelation of the Captain of 
their falvation. 

4. Neither can it be doubted, but that our 

Srood God, in fixing the degree of divine mani- 
eftations, hath a peculiar refpeft to the ftatc and 
capacity of the fouls to whom he difcovers him- 
felf. The deeper finners mourn for. him, the 
deeper he makes them drink of the cup of falva- 
tion at his appearing. Blefled are they, that 
Seatly hunger and thirft after] righteoufnefs ; 
eir fouls are thereby greatly enlarged to re- 
ceive the oil of gladnelsi and the wme of the 

kingdom. 
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k:n£-.:-r« B'c!?ed ire ihe poor in fpirit» thofe, 
T- J.c /- —j ^e e^r.jity as the veflels of the defo 
Ii:e -T-. r, :r. I'r.t diys of Eliiha: when the 
r.ci.e...y Pi--phet uull villi them, the ftredms of 
fc:? : .:.■/'.■:> -r.I.i certiinly fiow according to the 
ce^.cj oi :he:r e:i;ptir.efs. 

3. A :k:!.f-! paj-Ccian prefcribes weaker or 
ftr v.i^i: ::.cui::::es/iccoriing to the (late of his 
pd:!:'.;*. Sj djes the Phyiician of fouls; be 
irei£'^5. if I iv.iv ib ipeac, c%*ery dram of the 
ht:'.'t:\.y ^jrrt/::i ±'e iciies 01 goodneft and 
wLu. u/ He ic:vjx5 whit quantity of the hea- 
venly c ::i: J y^ Ipirits can bear, and will not, 
\r:ir.l»-.i: ::.e ^reiief: care, put the ftrong wine of 
his pj^ertul love into a weak vefleL He fees, 
thi: :ls fj-c persons can ftand, for a time, the 
i:gl;: of :he :nerlda:i fun, when others arc hurt 
by t'-e f.r.t appeir^nce of 2 taper, fo fome ChriP 
tlans* cir. ce^ the ftrong beams of his gracious 
prefeace, ^hile cihcrs are aimoft overpowered 
by hia uinter r^ys, 

6. If ib.iie live and die without any mani- 
feftatior*s of the Redeemer's love and glory, the 
rcafons of it niiy poffibly be found in the abyffes 
oThii juftlce 2i\d gocdnefs. They grieve and 
auenca the Spirit, thai convinces the world of 
ha ; and h is very St they iliould not have him 
as a Couiforter, whom they obJtinatcIy rejeft as a 
Reprover. Add to this, that as our Lord fore- 
fees, that if fucli people were favoured with 
tokens of his more diftinguuhing condefcenfion* 
they would only abuie them, as Cain and the 
Pharifees did, he puts them not to the trial, nor 
fufiers them to enhance their guilt by trampling 
richer mercy and love iznder loot; fo that this 

feeming 
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fecminig fevcrity is, in fa6l, real benignity* 

7. The Lord not only proportions the degree 
of his powerful appearance to the wcaknefs of 
our fouls, but alfo to that of our bodies. He' 
knoweth whereof we are made, and remembers 
tiiat we are but flefh. If the natural fun, that 
glorious emblem of our Emmanuel, was to ap» 
proach as near our earth, and (hine as bright as 
poffible, the infufferable blaze and heat would 
mftantly blind and confume us. By a parity 
of reafon, was our bright Sun of righteoufnels 
to manifeft his unclouded glory, or to appear 
without the tempering medium of his manhood^ 
no flefli could fupport the fight. The brain, 
unable to bear the high operations of the foul, 
woujd turn, the heart of the wicked, fwelled 
with intolerable pangs of fear, and that of the 
righteous, dilated by overwhelming tranfports of 
joy, would inftantly burft. God therefore fays, 
^* No man can lee my face," without fome 
dimming veil, ** and live," Hence arofe like- 
wife the grateful exclamations of Manoah and 
others, when the Lord had manifefted himfelf to 
them concealed under human appearances. We 
have feen God and live! We have beheld him 
and are not confumed I 

8. This may, perhaps, help us to account,, 
why the Lord ftill hides his face from fome of 
his fincere feekers. They fit begging by the way 
jide of his ordinances, and yet he does not pats 
by, fo as to reftore to them their fpiritual fight, 
that they might know him. In all probability 
he defigns them fuch a bright mamfeftation, as 
they are not yet able to bear. When their 
hearts are ftrengthened for the heavenly vifion. 



it (hall fpeak. Let Ihem onlv wait for it. Let 
patience have its perfeft work, and faith in the 
word be tried to the uttermoft; and he,; Ihat 
couieth, will conie^ aiui will not tariry. He will 
bring his reward with him, and a moment of his 
prefence will make them abundant amends for 
the waiting of an age. Were he to appear, be- 
fore they are prepared by the humiliation of re- 
Eentance and the patience of hope, they would 
c in the cal'e of thofe carnal Ifraelites, who, fit 
from being able to commune with God, could 
not fo much as fpeafe to Mofes, when he came 
down from the mount, without firft obliging- 
him to put a veil over his fliining face. 

Peter, James, and John were, it leems, the 
foremoft of the apoftles in fpiritual flrength aiid 
bolviuels; neverthelels, the manifeftation tliey 
had of Ch rill on the mount almoft overwhelmed 
them. Their body funk under the weight of 
his giory, and wiiea they came out of their flecp 
or trance, they could not recover themfelves* 
«' tliey knew not what they faid." Tliis had 
been before the cafe of Daniel, and was once 
more that of St. John. The comciiuels of the 
man greatly beloved was turned to corruption s 
he rcl lined no flrength. And the beloved 
Apoftle, when he faw his Saviour with fome ad- 
ditional beams of glory, fell at hts feei as dead. 
St. Paul not only loft his fight on fuch an occa- 
fion, but was near lofing his life, being unable 
to take anv refreQiment for three days and three 
nights. And it is alfo generally fuppofed, that 
Mofcs ad-iually died under the overpowering 
dilplays of the Redeemer's love. Hence we 
learn, that God's way and time are beft, and that 

we 
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^e arc to leave both to his graet<Mis wifdom; 
ufing the means, in whicb he has pr(*nifed to 
fnanlfcft himfelf to thofe who diligently ieck 
him, 

VII. What thofe means are is what I cowJe fa 
the laft place to confider. The agent o* author 
of every divine mahifeftation is the eternal God, 
one in three, and three in one. The Father 
reveals the Son freely^ the Son freely difcovers 
himfelf, and the Holy Ghoft fredy teftifies of 
him. Neverthelefs, the fcriptures, in general, 
attribute this wonder of grace to the bleffed 
•Spirit. " No man can" experimentally, '• fay, 
that Jefus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoft." 
It is his peculiar office to convince the world of 
righteouihefs, by giving us to know favingly the 
iKjrd our rigliteoufnefs. " He (hall glorify 
Tne," f^ys Chrift, '* for he (hall take of mine, 
and fhcw it unto you.*' And this he does, 
without any merit of ours, in the means, which 
God hath appointed, and which he enables us to 
'life aright. 

Thcle means are both outward and inward. 
The outward are what our Church calls " the 
means of grace ;" particularly hearing or read* 
tng the word, partalcing of the facraments, and 
praying together with one accord for the man.i- 
feftdtion of the Spirit, as the primitive Chriitiaas 
did,* Thefe means are to be ufed with the 
greateft diligence, but not to be trufted to; the 
only proper object of our confidence is God, 
who works all in all. It was not Mofes s rod, 
which parted the red Tea, but that almighty arm, 
which once divided the water from the water 

without 
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without 1 rod* Neverthelefi, as Mo&s was not 
to throw his rod away, under pretence of truft- 
Ing in God alone, neither was he to rely on the 
weak inftrument, as if the divine power refided 
in it. 

Though the Lord in general works by means, 
he ties Tiimfelf to none, and fometim.es worb 
without any. The fame Spirit, which fell upon 
Cornelius, while Peter preached, fell upon Peter 
on the day of Pentecoft without anv preachiugt 
And the lame Lord, who opened L*ydia's heart 
by the miniftry of St« Paul, opened the heart of 
St. Paul by the fole exertion of his power. 
We hence learn, that as on the one hand, we 
ought not with the profane and enthufiafts to 
tempt the Lord, by negleSing the ufe of any of 
the means he hath appointed; fo on the other 
hand, we muft beware of confining God to par- 
ticular means, times, and places, as the bigotted 
and fuperftitlous do; remembering, that when 
we are cut off from all outward means, it is our 
privilege to wait for the immediate difplay of 
God's arm, in the ufe of the inward means. 

Of thefe, the ift is a believing, there will be a 
performance of the Lord's promife, and that he 
IS willing and able to manifeft himielf to us as 
he does not to the world : this is the very root 
of prayer, fervency, hope, and expe^tatioUt 
Without tlie actings of this preparatory faith, 
the foul droops, and becomes an eafy prey to 
defpondency, vanity, or floth. Where this ta- 
lent is buried, the Lord feldom works. Believ- 
ed thou, that I am able to do this for thee? is 
generally the firft queftion, that he puts to the 
leeker's heart. If it is anfwered in the negative, 

he 
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he can do no great miracle, becaufe of thi5 un- 
belief. Neverthelefs, it muft be acknowledged, 
that St. Paul was bleffed with the revelation of 
the Son of God, without any previous dcfire or 
cxpeftation of it. In him, and others was this 
fcripture fulfilled, ** I was found of them that 
fought me not, I was manifefted to them that 
afked not after me." But, in general, where 
the gofpel is preached, the Lord will be en<juir- 
cd ot by the noufe of Ifrael to do this ; aiid if he 
vifits any with con virion, as he did St. Paul, it 
is only to make them pray, as that apoftle did, 
until he manifefts hirafelf, by the Holy Ghoft, 
in a way of confolation and love. 

The 2nd inward means of the manifeftation 
of Chrift is relignation, as to the particular man* 
ner, time, and place of it. Through patience, 
as well as faith and prayer, we inherit this pro- 
mifed blefling. Some, according to their carnal 
wifdom and forward imagination, mark out the 
way in which falvation is to come to their 
hearts; but the Lord, generally, difappoint« 
thofe unhumbled feekers, though, as in the cafe 
of Gideon, he may gratify one inathoufand: 
for believers are •• not bom of the will of the 
flelh, nor of the will of man, but of God." 
The Jews expefted the MeflBah, and there they 
were right: but they expefted him in their 
own way, and there they ftumbled and fell. 
While they looked for a mighty conquefor, 
another Alexander, to make them great, they 
overlooked the lowly Prince of peace, who came 
to make them good ; and, at laft, they crucified 
him as a bafe impoftor. This Jewifh difpofition 
is in all by nature. Hence Chrift is cojfnmonly 
G g reje£lea 



I 354 1 

rcjefted in the Spirit by Chriftians, as he was in 
the flefli by the Jews. We would have him 
come to give us an idle reft, but he appears to 
te^ch us to deny ungodlinefs, and fight the good 
fight of feith : this we do not like. Our nature 
wants to ftep at once into a throne; but he 
offers firft to nail us to the tree, and to crucify 
our flelh with its affeAions and lufts : and from 
this we {brink as from the grave* We expeft to 
be carried at once to the top of mount Tabor, to 
fee unutterable glory ; but he leads us to Geth- 
femane to watcn and pray, or to Calvary to 
fuffer and die with him : here we recoil, and do 
not chufe to know him. Our forward impati- 
ence diftates, that he fhall inftantaneOufly turn 
our midnight into noonday ; but inftead of ma- 
nifefting himfclf at once as the meridian fun, he 
will, perhaps, appear only as the morning ftar, 
that our light may ftiine more and more unto 
the perfe^l day. This defeats our counfel, we 
defpife the day of fmall things, and do not think 
# fo low an appearance worth our notice and 
thanks. If you. Sir, ever feek the faving know- 
ledge of Jefus, never flop till you can witncfs 
your fun goes down no more ; but> in the mean 
time, never flight the lead ray of heavenly light. 
The lead may open into the broad day of eter- 
nity. Ceafe from your own falfe wiidom, and 
become as a little child, or you cannot enter the 
kingdom of heaven^ and fee the King in his 
beauty* 

The 3rd and laft inward means, I would re- 
commend to mourners in Sion, is a tender re- 
gard for the reproofs of the Spirit, a conftant 
attention to the drawings of the Father, obedi- 
ence 
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cnce to the calls they have to fccret prayer, and 
a fear of depending upon their duties, and not 
folely upon the faithfulnefs of Jefus, Whoever 
follows thefe directions, according, to the gracjc; 
given him, will of courfe ceafe JFrom outward 
evil, and do, as he can^ the little good his hand 
finds to do. This is a better way of waiting for 
the revelation of Chrift, than to lie down in de* 
jeftion and hopelefs unbelief. All thofc, who 
fullenly bury their one talent, and wilfully re- 
tain the accurled thing, complain in vain that 
their Lord makes long tarrying. They obfti- 
nately grieve his convincing opirit, and then 
abfurdly clamour, becaufe he does not reward 
them for it, by the comforts of his heaven- 
ly prefence. Let us not be fo uftreafonable. 
Let us " ftrive to enter in at the ftrait gate," 
remembering, that ** many ftiall feek to enter 
in, and ftiall not be able." But let us ftrive 
lawfully, not making ourfelves a righteoufnefs 
of our own feeking, knocking, and ftriving. 
The fun fliines not becaufe we defer ve it, by 
undrawing our curtains, but becaufe it is its na- 
ture. Jefus vifits us, not becaufe of any merit 
ia our prayers Sec, but for his own fake, becaufe 
his truth and compaflion fail not. Free grace 
opens the door of mercy, not to works and me* 
rit, but to want and mifery. That you and 1 
may knock and prefs in, with all needy, peni- 
tent, believing tinners, is the eameft wiih of a 
heart, which {^ompts me to fubfcribe myfelfji 
Sir, Yours be* 
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FIFTH LETTER. 

SIR, 

WHEN I tola jou, that^in all aga, 
Jehovah Jefus muiifiefts hifioielf ina 
peculiar manner to his people, you exclaimed 
againfl the aflertion as altogetho^ new and uDr 
fcripturaL It lies upon me therefore to provCf 
that antiquity and fcripture are on my fide* 
I ihall then in this letter a[)>eal to the mani* 
fcftitioos recorded in the Old Tefiament. You 
cannot ezpe& all the revelatioos of any child of 
God» much leis thofe of every one, to be men* 
tioned in fo ihort a hiftory as that of the Bible* 
Neverthelels, enoi:^h is laid on the point to 
convince as, that, in every age of the Churchi 
God hath favoured the fons of men .with pecu*" 
liar dilplays of his prefence. 

Let us go back as far as Adam himfelfj, Did 
0Ot the Lard familiarly converfe with him be- 
fore the fall, both when he prefcnted him with 
B partner, and when he brought every beaft of 
the 6eld before him, to fee what he would call 
tbeiii V Did he not vifit him after the fall, to 
pronounce his fentence, and to promife, that be 
iv'ould become the woman's feed, and bruife the 
fLT|ieiU'tf head? Was not this manifeftatioa 

}; raj lied to Abel, when the LfOrd had reiped to 
lis facriiice ,•— the very caufc of Cain's envy, 
wrath, and murder? Did not Enoch's walking 
with God imply a conftant union and commu- 
nion with Emmanuel? And how could this 
union have taken place, if the Lord had not 
firft revealed himfelf to the Patriarch? Muft 

pot 
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not two perfons meet and agree, before they can 
walk and convcrfe together? 

Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord* 
and, in confequence of it, was made acquainted 
with his righteous defigns, and received direfti- 
ons how to efcape from a periflimg world- 
The hiftory of Abraham is full of accounts of 
fiich manifeftations. In one of them, the Lord 
called him out of his fins, and from his kindred^ 
to go both to the heavenly and earthly Canaan* 
In others he promifed him Ifaac and Ifaac's 
myfterious feed. Several years after, for the- 
trial of his faith, he commanded him to facrifice 
that favourite fon ; and when the trial was over,, 
he teftified his approbation of Abraham's con- 
du6l. He went farther. Read Gen, ch, j8th, 
and you will fee, how the divine Philanthrophy,. 
or the love of God towards man appeared, m 
eondefcending to clothe himfelf, before hand,, 
with the nature he was to aflume in: the virgin's 
womb, and to converfe in this undrefs with the 
father of the faithful, as a prince with his fa.- 
vourite, or a friend with his confident, 

Sirah and Agar, Ifaac and Rebekah, had their 
divine manifeftations i but thofe of Jacob de- 
fer ve our particular attention. When lie fled 
to Syria from the face of his brother Efau,. and 
lay defolate in a fields having onlv a heap of 
ftones for his pillow, the God of all confolatiorii 
appeared to him ; *^ and behold the Lord flood 
above the myfterious ladder, on which the angels 
of God afcended and deicended, and faid, I arr^ 
the Lord — ^behold, I am with thee, and will 
keep thee in all places, whither thou goeft* 
And Jacob called that place Bethel^ the houfe of 
Gg 5 God^ 
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God, and the gate of heaven.*' As if he had 
wanted to intimate, no one ever found the gate 
of heaven, but by a manifeftation of Chrift, who 
is alone the way to the Farther, and the door 
into glory. When the feme patriarch returned 
to CunaaUy and was left alone one ni^ht, there 
wreftkd a man with him till the breakmg of the 
day. And when this extraordinary perion faid, 
** Let me go for the clay breaketh ; he replied, 
I will not let thee go, unlets thou blefe me ;** 
and he blefl'ed him there, acknowledging that he 
lud power with man and God, even with hixn, 
whole name is Emmanuel, God with us. 
" And Jacob called the name of the place Pe*- 
niel, (the face of God) for he faid I have feen 
God i'dce to face, and my life is prefervcd." 
The defign of this : manifeftation was merely to 
ftrengthen his faith, and we learn from it, that 
the children of faithful Abraham wreftle in 
prayer with the God-man, as Jacob did, till they 
prevail, and are blefTed as he was. 

Mofes was favoured with numberlefs mani- 
feftations, fometiraes as prime miniftcr of the 
King of the Jews, and at other times only as a 
common believer. " There appeared to him, 
in the wildernefs of mount Sinai, the angel of 
the Lord in a Hame of fire in a bu(h ; and when 
Moles faw it, he drew near, and the voice of the 
Lord came unto him faying, I am the God of 
- thy fathers &c.*** Many partook of a fight c- 
aiiaDy glorious: " Mofes, Aaron, Nadab, and 
Abihu, and feventy of the elders of Ifraei went 
lip and SAW the God of Ifraei, and there was 
-imder hi^ feci as it were a paved work of f^ 

phire 

*AQ8 vii. 30, 



C 359 } 

phire ftonc, and as it were of the body of hea- 
ven in his clearnefs; and upon the nobles of 
the children of Ifrael he laid not his hand ; alfo 
they SAW God, and did eat and drink/'* " Be- 
hold," faid Mofes upon the occafion, " the 
Lord our God hath Ihewed us his glory, and 
we have heard his voice out of the midft'of 'the 
fire, and we have feen thb day, that God doth 
talk with man and he liveth.**J All Ifrael 
fhared fometimes in the -glorious maniieftation. 
They all drank of that fpiritual rock that fol- 
lowed them, fays St. Paul, and that rock was 
Chrift* The cloud of the Lord was upon the 
tabernacle by day, fays the Jewilh hiflprian, and 
fire was upon it by night, in the fight of all the 
houfe of Ifrael. •* It came to pais as Mofes en- 
tered into the tabernacle, the cloudy pillar de- 
fcended, and flood at the door of the tabernacle, 
and the Lord talked with Mofes, and all the 
people faw the cloudy pillar, and rofe up and 
worihipped every man in the door of his tent# 
And the Lord Ipake to Mofes face to face, as a 
man fpeaketh to his friend«"t So indulgent 
was Emmanuel to him,, that when he faid, 
** I befcech thee (hew me thy glory, the Lord 
anfwered, I will make all my goodness pab 
before Ace; but thou canft not fee my tacc 
(without lome veil) and live. And (Oh afto- 
niftiing condefcenfion!) the Lord defcended ^ 
the cloud, and flood with him, and proclaimed 
tfie name of the Lord.** Jehovah, Jefus pafl'ed 
before him, and proclaimed Jehovah, Jehovahj 
j. e. revealed to him the Father and the Holy 
.Ghoft one merciful God together with him felt. 

And 
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And Mofes made haftc, bowed his head towards 
the earth and worfhipped, Thefe difplays of 
divine goodnefs and glory left a divine imprcffi- 
on on the countenance of the man of God ; his 
face Ihone lb tranfcendantly glorious, tliat the 
children of Ifrael were afraia to come nigh him; 
and he was obliged to put a veil upon it, before 
he could converfe with them. Though this 
appears very extraordinary, the apoftles inform 
us, that what happened to the countenance of 
Mofes, happens to the fouls of all believers* 
By faith they behold the Lord through the ghft 
oi gofpel promifes, and beholding him they arc 
made partakers of the divine nature ,• — they are 
changed into the fame image from glory to 
glory. 

Joihua, Mofes^s fiicceffor, was blefled with 
many fuch manifeftations, each of which con- 
veyed to him new degrees of courage and wif- 
dom. To inftance in one only: " When he 
was by Jericho, he lift up his eyes and looked, 
and behold, there flood a man over aeainfl him, 
with his fword drawn in his hand. And Jofhua 
went to him, and faid^ Art thou for us, or for 
our adverfaries? And he faid, nay, but as Cap- 
tain of the Lord's hofl am I come. And Jofhua 
[fenfible it was Jehovah] fell on his face to the 
earth, worihipped, and faid to him. What fays 
my L'jrd to his fervant? And the Captain of 
the Lord's hofl faid to Jofhua,. Loofe thy fhoc 
from oflF thy foot, for the place whereon thoiu 
ftandefl is holy ground; and Joihua did fo."* 
Every true difcovery of Chrift hath a fimilar 
efFedl. It humbles the finner, and makes him 

wopfhip 
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woHhip 'in the duft. He fees holineft to the 
Lord written ;upon every furroundin|[ objeA; 
he is loofed from earth and earthly things, and 
the 'towering walls of fm fall before him, as 
thofe of Jericho, foon aft^ this manifefiatioa, 
did before Jofhua. 

When that Chief was dead, the feme heavenly 
Perfon, called the angel of the Lord, came from 
Gilgal to Bochim and fpake fuch words to all 
the children of Ifrael, that the people were unk 
verfally melted ; they lift up Aeir voice, wept, 
and facrificed.* Nothing can fo efPeftually 
make iinners relent as a fight of him whcmi they 
have pierced. When they have it, whatever 
Place they are in becomes a Bochim, a valley of 
tears and adoration. 

Not long after the Lord manifefted himfelf to 
Deborah, and by the wifdom and fortitude com* 
municated to her in that revelation, (he waft 
enabled to judge Ifrael, and lead defponding 
fiarak to certain viftory through 900 chariots <tf 
iron. 

The condefcenfion of our Emmantiel appear^ 
in a ftill more ftriking light, in the manifeftatip- 
on, which he vouchfated to Gideon. This 
inyfterious " Angel of the Lord, (again and 
again called Jehovah) came and fat under an oak 
in C^hrah, appeared to Gideon and faki. The 
Lord is with thee and thou ftialt finite the Mi- 
dianites as^. one man. And the Lord looked 
upon him, (what a courage inipiring look was 
this! as powerful no doubt, as that which met 
curfing Peter's eye, and darted repentance to his 
heart!) and he {aid. Go in this thy might; have 

not 
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not I fent thee? And Gideon iaid, Alas! O 
Lord God» for becaufe I have feen the angel of 
the Lord face to hce. And the Lord faid unto 
him. Peace be unto thee, fear not, thou (halt not 
die." Thus ftrengthened and comforted he 
built an altar to Jehovah-Shalom, and threw 
down the altar of BaaL* Hence we learn, that, 
when Jefus manifefts himfelf to a fuiner, he fills 
him with a noble contempt of Baal, an effeAual 
refolution to break down his altars, and a divine 
courage to (hake off the yoke of the foiritual 
Midianites. He imparts to him a comfortable 
aflurance, that the bittemefs of death is paft, and 
that Jehovah-Shalom, the God of peace, even 
Chrift our peace, is with him ; and the finner, 
conftrained by the love of Chrift, gives him his 
believing heart, and oflFers facrifices of thankf- 
giving on that beft of altars. Here begins fuch 
a free intercourfe between the Redeemer and 
the redeemed, as we find began between the 
Lord and Gideon, only of a far more fpixitual 
and delightful nature, 
r Some years after, the fame Angel of God ap*- 

Eared to Manoah's wife and promifed her a fon. 
er hulband prayed for the fame raanifeftation. 
God hearkened to his voice. The heavenly 
Perfonage manifefted himfelf a fecond time. 
Manoah afked him his name, and the " Angel 
faid to him. Why afkeft thou after my name, 
feeing it is fecret:" I am not yet called jesus, 
Manoah offered a burnt-offermg, the Angel 
received it at his hands ; and, while he afcended 
in the flame of the altar, Manoah fell on his face 
to the ground, knew that he was the Angel Je- 

novah^ 

*Judg*vi. lukc* 



hovah, and faid to lys wife, We fliall furely die^' 
becaufe we have feen God. She comforted 
him under his fears ; and the birth of Sampfon, 
inftead of their death, was the confequence of 
this twofold manifeftation. 

There was a time when Samuel did not yet 
know the Lord, neither was the word of the 
Lord, that Word, which was afterwards made 
flefli, yet revealed unto him. The devoted 
youth worfhipped in the dark, till ** the Lord 
appeared again in Shiloh, came, flood, and called 
Samuel, Samuel ; for the Lord revealed himfelf 
to him there, by the Word of the Ix)rd.'* 
From that memorable time, " the Lord was 
with him, and did let none of his words fall to 
the ground." The intercourfe between God 
and his prophet foon ^rew to fo great a degree, 
that the facred hiftorian fays, " the Lord told 
him in his ear," what he wanted him to be in- 
formed of.* 

David had many manifeftations of Chrift, and 
his pardoning love; and, far from fuppofing this 
bleuing peculiar to himfelf as a prophet, he de- 
clares, that ** for this every one, that is godly 
fhall pray to God, when he may be found. "J 
He knew His Shepherd's inward voice fo well, 
that, without it, no outward meffage, tliough 
ever fo comfortable, could reftore peace to his 
troubled mind. When he had been convinced 
of his crimes of adultery and murder, by the 
clofe application of Nathan's parable, the pro- 
phet affured him the Lord had put away his fin, 
he fhould not die. This report would have 
contented many of our modern penitents ; but 

nothing 
^x. Sam. iii. 7. and ix. 15. ^K. xxxii. 6. 
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nothing Ibort of sa inw&ftlule maniicfiatka of 
th* iorgirizig God oouU oomfivt the rayal 
dium^T. *' Wiih thou me. hys he, ana I 
fi^ll be clan.'' Nithu's wmls, thooigh ever 
fo trje, c2iuiot do this ; fyak diyfelf meicifuT 
LDid, '' Duke aoe hear jo^ and gladncSt^tf^ 
thf bones, vbich thou hiit orokca may vejoice.'* 

F.\o*rtiirig rozurkahle was the revelation his 
Ion Sjiomon was &Toured vith* " In GibeoOf 
where he was g^ne to bcxifice, the Lord appear- 
ed unto him, in a dream by night, and God 
laid, Aik what I (hall give thee." Confcious of 
his greateft want, ** he aiked an underftandine 
heart* The fpeech pleafed the Loid, and God 
faid, Becaufe thou kol alked this thing. I hare 
done according to thy word ; \o, I have given it 
thee ; and that aifo which thou haft not aiked, 
botii riches and honour." Though this promiie 
was made to him in a dreim, he knew oy the 
change, which he found in himfelf, when he 
awaked, and by the powerful evidence, which 
acconapanies divine manifeftations, that it was a 
glorious reality. Fully perfuaded of it, he fcru- 
pled not to offer peace-ofterings, and make a 
feaft to all liis fervants on the occafion.*" Nor 
was this the only time Solomon was thus favour- 
ed. When he had built the temple, and prayed 
for a bleDSng upon it, " the Lord appeared to 
him a fecond time, as he had appeared to him 
in Gibeon, and laid I have heard tliy prayer, t 

Elijah is fo f^imous for the power he had to 
obtain divine manifeftations by the prayer of 
faith, that, St. Jdme>, who hid feen him on the 
mount with Chrift and xMofes, propoies him to 

the 

*l* King^ iii. fi. Kia|;i ix. s. 
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th« church For a pattern of fuccersfiil wreftling 
with God* And who is the Lord God of Elijah, 
but the God th;it manifefts himfelf to his wor- 
fhippers, in oppofition to Baal and other fal& 
Gods, from whom neither vifits nor anfwers can; 
he obtained ? The Lord anfwered hhn by fire 
at the foot of mount Carmel, and by fcdwers on 
the top ; and " when he lod^d in mount Ho^* 
reb in a cave, behold, the Word of the Lord, 
(Jehovah Jefus) came to him and faid. What 
doeft thou here Elijah? Go forth, ftand upon 
the mount before the Lord. And behold, th« 
Ii0r4 pa0ed by;*' and in his flill, fmall voice 
comforted, fupported, and direfted him.* 

Micaiah, another man of God, *^ faw the 
Lord fitting on his throne, and all the hoft of 
heaven (landing by him on his right hand and 
on his left.*'t Eliftia was not only blefled with 
frequent manifefUtions of the Lord and his 
power, but of his heavenly retinue aifo. He 
faw in an hour of danger ** the mountain full 
of horfes and chariots of fire,** ready to proteft 
him ; and at his requeft, the Lord condelcende4 
to open his fervant s eyes, that his drooping fpi- 
rits might revive at the fight4 

Eliphaz, one of Job's friends, related to hira^ 
that ** in thoughts from vifions of the nighty 
when deep fleep falleth on men, fear and trem- 
bling came upcni him. Then a Spirit pafled be- 
fore his face; it Hood ftill, but he could not dif- 
cern, i. e. clearly diftinguiCh, the form thereof. 
An image was before his face, and he heard a voice 
dying. Shall mortal man be more pure than 
God ?*' As for Job when he had long contend- 
Hh ed 

^1 Kin^zix. 9. ti Kings uiL 19. ^2 King^vl. 17. 



cd with his friends, the Lord anfwered him out 
of the whirlwind, and manifefled himfelf in a 
manner, to which that good man was before a 
ftringer. " I have heard of Thee by the hear- 
ing of the ear, but now mine eye leeth thee; 
wherefore, I abhor myfelf, and repent in duft 
and aflies."* Hence we learn, thai nothing but 
adifcovery of the Lord can filence the vain 
reafonings of felf-righteous pleas and unbeliev- 
ing fears: this alone makes us to lie in deep 
proftration at our Maker's feet. 

St« John informs us, that Ifaiah saw Chrift^ 
glory, and fpake of him, when he defcribed the 
glorious manifeflation, in which he received a 
new feal of pardoning and fandifying love* 
•* I fa^y the Lord, fays he, fitting upon his 
throne, high and lifted up; his train filled the 
temple. Tlie Seraphims covering their faces 
with their wings cried one to another. Holy, 
Holy, Holy is the Lord of hofts. Then faid I, 
wo is me, for I am undone, becaufe I am a man 
of unclean lip^, and I dwell in the midft of peo- 
ple of unclean lips; for mine eyes have feen 
the King, the Lord of Hofls. Then flew one of 
the Seraphims, and touching me with a live coal 
from off the altar, he faid. Thine iniquity is 
taken away, and thy fin purged.**t Many ne- 
ver witnefs the forgivenefs of their fins, till 
they fee by faith the Lord of hofts, and are 
melted into repentance, and inflamed with love 
at the glorious fight. Ifaiah not only beheld 
Chrift's glory, but was blefled with the cleared 
views of his fufferings. He faw him as •• a man 
of forrows, and acquainted with griefs;" and 

aflied 

*Job xzxviii. i. and ulii. 5, fifa. vi. i. Sec. 
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afked him, " Why he was red in hh apparel^ 
and his garments like him that treadeth the 
wine fatr*' Thefe reyelations were not only 
calculated for the good of the church, but alio 
for the eftablifliment of the prophet^s faith* 

I (hall not mention thole of Ezekiel i they 
are fo numerous^ that a particular accoimt of 
them would alone fill a letter. I refer you to 
the book itfelf. Jeremiah fpeakiug of Godls 
people fays, in exprefs terms. The Lord hath 
appeared of old unto me faying,^ " Yea, I have 
loved thee with an everlafting love; therefore 
with loving kindnefs have I drawn thee.'** 
Daniel enjoyed the fame favour. " He faw 
the Ancient of days, and one like the fon of 
man coming with the clouds of heaven*" We 
may naturally fuppofe, that Daniers three com- 
panions Shadrach, Meftiach, and Abed-negOy 
were fenfible of their heavenly Deliverer's pre- 
fence. They were more concerned in the dil- 
covery than Nebuchadnezzar, wha cried out^ 
** Lo, I fee four men loofe, walking in the 
midft of the fire, and the form of Uie fourth is 
like the Son of God/*^ 

It would be abfurd to luppofe^ that the Icffer 
prophets^ and other men of God, to whom the 
word of the Lord came^had no difcovery of the 
Lord himfelf, the effential Word. If Ibme dif- 
play of his prcfence had not attended their every 
revelation, might they not have faid,. Thus fays, 
my warm imagination, — thus fays my enthuu- 
aftic brain, as well as, Thus fays the Lord ? 

From the variety and autpenticity of thefe 

manifeftations left upon facred record, I con« 

H h a dudq^ 

♦Jac zzxi. 3. 
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elude, that the doArine I maintain, far from 
being new and unfctiptutal, is fuppprted by the 
experiences of God's children for 3600 years, 
viz. from the creation of the world till the clofe 
of the Old Teflament. 

With refpeit to what i^ extraor<littary, as to 
the defign, and barely external, as to the cir- 
cumflances of fome of thefe manifeft^tions, I 
lefer you to the diftinftions I made on that 
fubjeft in my fecond letter. Should you ob« 
left, that the contents of this prove amy, that 
God favoured the Patriarchs and Jews with im- 
mediate re\relations of himfelf^ bccanfe they had 
neither the gofpel nor the fcriptures : I anfwer, 

!• Thi gojf el was preached to them, as well as to 
us. Tlve Patriarchs had traditicw, which anfwer- 
ed the end of the fcriptures in their day. The 
Jew?, in the time of the judges, had not onff 
tradition, but a confiderable part of the fcrip- 
tures, even all the writings of Mofes. Under 
the kings, they had the Pfalms, Job, EccleCaffej. 
the Proverbs, and a thoufand and five Songs 01 
Solomon, dne of which oaily hag been handed 
down to our times. They had alfo the book of 
Nathan the prophet, the prophecy of Ahijah 
the Shilonite, and the vifions of Iddo the fcer> 
which are now loil, Thefe contained the fub* 
(lance of the Bible. 

2. When the Lord anfwered Siaul no more, 
neither by prophets, nor by dreams, the reafoii 
afligned tor it by the Holy Ghoft is, not that 
the canon of fcnptttre was filled, and there was 
no more occafion for immediate revelations; 
but that the Lord was departed from him, and 
was become his enemy. 

a. David, 
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. 3* David, who had the honoor of being a 
fecred writer himfelf, after his relapfe into fin,, 
could not be fatisfied with the Plalms he had 
penned down, but mourned, prayed^ and water- 
ed his bed with his tears„ inconlblable till the 
Lord immediately revealed his pardoning love^ 
and faid to his foul, I am thy falvation. 

4. If, becaufe we have the letter of fcripture^ 
we muft be deprived of all immediate manifefta- 
tions of Chrift and his Spirit, we are great lofers. 
by that bleffed book, and we might reafonabljr 
fay — ** Lord bring us back, to the difpenfation 
" of Mofes, Thy JewKh ferivants could formers- 
" ly converfe with thee face to face, but now 
•^ we can know nothing of thee, but by their 
*' writings. They viewed thy glory in various. 
** wonderful appearances, but we are indulged 
•* only with black, lines telling us of thy glory., 
** They had the bright. Shekinah, and we have 
•* only obfcure defcriptions of it.. They were 
" bleued with lively oracles and we only with a^ 
** dead, letter.. The ark of thy covenant wenfc 
** before them,, and ftruck terror into, all theiu 
^ adverfaries ,• but a book, of which out ene- 
*' mics make daily fport, is- the only revelatiom 
** of thy power among us.. They made thein 
** boaft of Urim and. Thummim^ and received 
** particular, immediate anfwers from betweeni 
** the Cherubim;, but we have only general! 
** ones,, by means- of Hebrew and Greek writ- 
** ings, which many do not underiland. They 
^ converfed familiarly with Mofes, their, medi-. 
•' ator, with Aaron their high-prieft, and Sa- 
^ muel their prophet; thefe holy men gave 
^ them unerring direftions in doubtful cafes ;. 
Hh 3. " bm^ 



** biTt, alas! the apoftles and inQHfdt iiaen are 
^ ** dli dead, and thou Jefus, our Mediator, Pricft^ 
** and Prophet, canft not be confulted to any 
^ purpofe, for thou manifefteft thyfelf no more* 
** As fjr thy lacred bouk^ thou knoweft that 
«* fonietimes the want of money to purchare it, 
*« tlie want of learning to ccm(ult the original, 
«< the want of wifdom to underftand the tranfla- 
** lion, the want of &ill or fight to read it, 
•* prevent our improving it to the beft advan-* 
*< tage, and keep lome from reaping any benefit 
** from it at all. O Lord, if, becaufe we hare 
** this bleOed pidure of thee, we muft have no 
^ difcovery of the glorious origfaial, have com- 
^ piffion on us,, take back thy preciousi book, 
•* and impart thy more precious felf to us, as 
•* thou didft to thv ancient pec^le."* 

5. &. Paul dedares, th^ though the Mofaic 
d.Hpc^tion was glorious, that of Chrift exceeds 
k in glory. But if Chrift revealed himfelf im- 
mediately ta the Jews, and to Chriftians only 
mediately, by the letter of a book, it is plain, 
the apoftlc was miftaken ; for no one can deny, 
it is far more glorioiB toi fee the light of God's 
countenance and hear his voice,^ thaiv merely to 
read fomething about them in a book. 

& That particular nKuiifeftation* of Chrift, 
fer from ceafing with the Jewifli, have increafed 
in brightnefs and fpirituality under the Chrifti- 
an diipenfation, I fhall endeavour to prove in 
■tv i^ejct^ I am,. Sir 8cc* 
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SIXTH LETTER. 

SIR, 

A CCORDING to my promife, I fhall 
-^ now prove, that the New Teftament 
abounds, as well as the Old, with accounts of 
particular revelations of the Son of God. 

Before his birth, he manifefted himfclf to the 
blefled virgin, by the overfliadowing power of 
the Holy Ghoft. She rejoiced in God her Savi- 
our, and gloried more, in having him revealed 
as God in her foul, than in finding him con- 
ceived as man in her womb. Soon after Jofeph, 
her hufband, was aiTured in a heavenly dream, 
that the child: Ihc bore was Emmanuel, God 
with us. He revealed himfelf next to Eliza- 
beth. When ftie heard the lalutation of Mary^ 
fibe was filled with the Holy Ghoft, and made 
fenfible, that the virgin was the motihier of her 
Lord. So powerful was this manifefhtion, that 
lier unborn fon was afFefted by it — The babe 
leaped in her womb for joy, and was filled with 
the Holy Ghoft even from his mother's womb. 

So important i& ,a particular --faiowledge of 
Jefus, that an angel direfted the fhephcrds, and 
a miraculous ftar the wife men, to the place, 
where he was born r and there the Holy Ghoft 
fo revealed him to their hearts, that they hczi- 
lated not to worfliip the feemingly defoicable 
infant, as the majeftic God, whom the heaven 
6f heavens cannot contain. 

Simeon, who waited for the confolation of 
Iftaelj bad ii revealed to him by the Holy 

Gho^ 
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Ghoft, that he (hould not fee death, before he 
had feen the Lord's Chrift. The promife was 
fulfilled; and while his bodily eyes difcovered 
nothing but a poor infant, prefented without 
pomp in the temple, his fpiritual eyes perceived 
Aim to be the light of Ifrael, and the Salvation 
of God. Nor was this extraordinary favour 
granted only to Simeon, for it is written, all 
fleih Ihall lec the Salvation of God; and St* 
Luke informs us, that Anna partook of the fight 
with the old Ifraelite, gave thanks to her new 
born Lord, and fpake of hinx to all that waited 
for redemption in Jerufalem. 

When he entered upon his miniftry, he firft 
manifefted himfelf to his forerunnen " I knew 
him not" perfonally, faid John ; " but he that 
fent me to baptize with water, faid unto me. 
Upon whom thou fliaU fee the Spirit defcend-* 
ing, and remaining on him, the fame is he, who 
baptizes with the Holy Ghod. And I (aw, and 
bear record, that this is the Son of God, the 
Lamb, that taketh away the fins of the world." 

Jefus had manifefted himfelf fpiritually to 
Nathaniel under the fior tree; and the honeft 
Ifraelite, being reminded of that divine favour, 
cohfeffed the author of it : Rabbi, faid he, thou 
art the Son of God, thou art the King of IfraeL 
Our Lord pleafed with his ready conleffion, pro- 
Uiifed that he fhould fee greater things, enjoy 
brighter manifeftations, than thefe; that he 
fhould even fee heaven open, and the angels of 
God afcending and defcending upon the Son of 
man. 

The bare outward fight of our Saviour's pcr- 
fon and miracles rather gonfounded than con- 
verted 
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ircrted the beholders. What glorious beams of 
his Godhead pierced through the veil of bis 
mean appearances, when, with . fuprenic authori- 
ty, he turned the buyers and fellers out of iht 
temple : When he entered Jerufalem in trhimijh^ 
and all the city was moved, faying. Who is this? 
And when he faid to thofe, who apprehended 
him, I am He, and they went backward, and fell 
to the ground ! Neverthelefs, wc do not find^ 
that one perfon was blefled with the faving 
knowledge of him, on any of thclfc fcdemn occa« 
fions. The pem>le of Graltlee faw moft of him* 
and yet believed leaft in him. ** What wifdom 
is this, which is given to this man, faid they» 
that fuch mighty works are wrought by mi 
hands? Is not this the carpenter the ion of 
Mary? and they were offended at him." Some 
went even fo £ir as to afcribe his miracles to a 
diabolical power, afRrmmg, that he cait out 
devils by Beelzebub the prince of the devijfs. 
Hence it appears^ that if he had not in fome 
degree, reviealed Wmfelf to the hearts of his dif- 
ciples, when he faid to them, follow me, they 
Urould never have forfaken all immediately and 
followed him. He manifefted forth his glory» 
fiys St. John, and his difciples believed on him ; 
«id yet, when the manifeftation was chiefly er- 
temal, how weak was the cfFeft it produced even 
fiDon them? How was our Lord, after all^ 
ooliged to upbraid them with their unbelief, theit 
tittle fiutkg and, on a particular occafion with 
their having nofmth? If^we know, favingly, that 
Jcfus is God with us, flefti and blood, i. e. mere 
man. with all his beft powers, hath not revealed 
this to W| but our Father, who is in heaven* 

As 
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As no man knoweth the Father fzvt the Son 
and he to whom the Son will reveal him; fo no 
man knoweth the Son but the Father^ and he to 
whom the Spirit proceeding from the Father 
does reveal him. For no man can favingly fay, 
that Jefus is Jehovah, the Lord, but by the Holy 
Ghoil: and he, that hath feen me, by this di- 
vine revelation, fays Jefus, hath feen the Father 
alfo ; for I and the Father are one. 

Had not our Lord revealed himfelf in a pecu* 
liar manner to finners, no one would have fuf- 
pe6led him to be God manifeft in the fieih« 
Till he difcovers himfelf, as he does not unto 
the world, he hath no form nor comelinefs, fays 
Ifaiah, and when we fee him, there is no beauty 
in him, that we (hould defire him ; we hide as 
it were our faces from him; he is defpifed, and 
we efteem him not* He was obliged to fay to 
the woman of Samaria, I that fpeak to thee am 
He ; and to fay it with a power that penetrateci 
her heart, before ihe could l>elieve with her 
heart unto righteoufnefs. Then, indeed, di* 
vinely wrought upon, the ran, and invited her 
neighbours to draw living water, out of the well 
of ialvatioa ihe had fo happily found. 

If our Lord hid not called Zaccheus inwardly 
as well as outwardly; if he had not made him 
come down from the pinnacle of proud nature, 
as well as from the fycamore tree; if he had not 
honoured his heart with his fpiritual, as he did 
his houfe with his bodily prefence; the rich 
publican would never have received him gladly, 
nor would the Lord have faid» This day is falva*. 
tion come to thy houfe. forafmuch as thou ait a 
ioa Qf faithful Abraham* 

Salva* 
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.Salvation did not enter into the heart of Si* 
mon» who admitted our Lord to his houfe and 
table, as well as Zaccheus. The penitent wo- 
man, who kiffed his feet, and walhed them with 
her tears, obtained the bleffing, which the felf- 
righteous Pharifee defpifed. It was to her 
contrite fpirit, and not to his callous heart, that 
the Lord revealed himfelf, as the pardoning 
God. 

The blind man, reftored to his bodily fight, 
knew not his heavenly benefa6lor, till a fecond 
^nd greater miracle was wrought upon the eyes 
of his blind underftanding. When Jefus found 
him, fome time after he was cured, he faid to 
him, " Doeft thou believe on the Son of God? 
He anfwered. Who is he Lord, that I might 
believe on him ?" And Jefus, opening the eyes 
of his mind, and manifefting himfelf to him, as 
he does not unto the world, faid, ** Thou haft 
both feen him, and it is he that talketh with 
thee." Then, and not till then, he could fay 
from the heart. Lord, I believe, and he wor (hip- 
ped him. 

Both the thieves, who were crucified with 
him, heard his prayers and ftrong cries; both 
faw his patience and his meeknefs, his. wounds 
and his blood* One continued to make fport of 
his fufFerings, as though he had been a worfe 
malefaftor than himfelf; while the other, blelfed 
with an internal revelation of his godhead, im- 
plored his mercy, trufled him with his foul, and 
confeffed him to be the King of glory, at the 
very moment, when he hung tortured and dying 
as the bafeft of flaves. 

St. Peter fpeaks fo highly of the manifeftati* 

oni 



•Bt with which, he and the two fora of Zebe^ 
were (aToured on mount Tabor, that we ought 
not to pafs over it in filenoe* They iaw the 
kingdom of God coming with power; they bo* 
held the King in his beauty. ** His fyce (lid 
ihine like the fun, and his raiment became white 
IS light ; a bright cloud overfliadowcti him, and 
behold, a voice out of the cloudy which laid, 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pieafed ; hear ye him." 

Nor did our Lord reveal himfelf lefi after his 
refurredioa. Mary fought him at the grave 
with tears. As (he turned herfelf, (he faw him 
ftandingy but knew not that it was Jefus. He 
laid unto her. Why weepeft thou? Whom 
feekeft thou? She, fuppofing him to be the gar* 
dener, enquired after theobje6l of her love; un* 
til Jefus, calling her by her name, manife'fted 
himfelf to her as alive from the dead. Then Ihc 
cried out Mafter ! and in her tranfport, would 
have taken her old place at his feet. 

With equal condefcenfion he appeared to Si- 
mon, that he might not be fwallowed up widi 
over much forrow. True mourners in Sioil 
weep, fome for an abfent God, as Mary, others 
for their fins as Peter; and they will not be 
comforted, no not by angels; but only by him, 
who is nigh to all that call upon him, and ii 
health to thofc that are broken in heart. He, 
that appeared firft to weeping Mary, and next to 
forrowing Peter, will fliortly vifit them with his 
falvation. He is already with them, as he wal 
with Mary, though they know it not; and he 
"^ton be in them, the fure and comfortable 
glory^ 

This 
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This obrervation h farther confiitBcd by the 
experience of* the two difciplesi who walked to 
Emmaus, and were fad« Jefusdrew ncar,jome<l 
sttid comforted them. He made their hearts to 
burn within them while he talked with them by 
the way^ and opened to thetiji the fcriptures» 
But ftill their eyes were held, that they {hould* 
not know him, before they were prepared' 
fctt- the overwhelming favour. And it was 
not until he fat at iheat with them, that their 
eyes were opened, and they knew him in the 
breaking of bread« - B]f a fatal miflake, many 
profeffors in- our day retf fatisfied with what did 
liot fatisfy the two difciples* They underftood 
the fcriptures, their hearts burnt with love and 
joy; Jefus was with- them, but they knew him 
not, until the happy moment, when he fully 
opened the eye of their faith, and poured the 
hght of his countehance oti tibeir ravifhed fpi- 
rits. Happy thofe, wtio, like them, cpnftrain an 
unknown Jefus by mighty prayers to tarry with 
them, until the veil is taken away from their 
hearts, and they know in whom they have 
telieved* 

^^ Frequent were the ihanifeftations of Jefus to 
liis difciples before his afcenfion. An ansei 
appeared to two of the holy mourners, and laid 
to them^ " B*ear not; for I knoW, that ye feek 
^fus, who was crucified* He is rifen from the 
d^ad. As they ran with fear and great joy ta 
^ll his difciples, Jefus met them faying^. All 
liall t and they came, held him by the feet, and" 
worihipped him/' The fame day in the even** 
lag, when the doors were (hut where the difci- 
nlcft were aflembl^ for fear of the Jews, came 
I i Jefus, 
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Jcfus, and flood in the midft. They ^cre terri- 
fied, but with his wonted goodnefe he faid^ 
Peace be unto you ! He (hewed them his Tiands 
and his feet ; ate with them as he tad done of 
old with Abraham; and, to teftify an inward 
manifeftation of the Holy Ghoft^ which he im- 
parted to them, breathed upon them, as his 
Spirit breathed upon their minds ; and thus he 
opened their underftandings, that they might 
tmderftand the fcriptures^ Out of condefcen- 
fion to Thomas he (hewed himfelf to them t 
fecond time, in the like manner ; and a third 
time at the fea of Tiberias : and afterwards he 
-was feen of above five hundred hrethren at 
once. 

You will perhaps fay. Sir, that thefe mani- 
feftations ceafed, when Chrift was afcended to 
heaven. This is true with refpeS to the mani- 
feftation of a body of fuch grofs flelh and bloody 
as may be touched with material hands. In this 
fenfe believers know Chrift after the fle{h no 
more. Our Lord, by his gentle reproof to 
Thomas, difcountenanced our looking for car- 
nal manifeftations of his perfon, and I have de- 
clared again and again, that they are not what 
I contend for. 

But, that fpiritual manifeftations of Chrift 
ceafed at his afcenfion is what I muft deny, if I 
receive the fcripture. On the contrary they 
became more frequent. Three thoufand voere 
pricked to the heart on the day of Pentecoft, and 
felt their need of a vifit from the heavenly Phy- 
fician. He then came revealed in the power of 
his Spirit, with whom he is one. They received 
&e Gift of the Holy Ghoft, whole office it is to 

manifeft 
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manifeft the Son. For the pr-omife was unto 
them and their children, and to as many, as the 
Lord our God Ihall call ; witnefs the laft words 
of Chrift in St. Matthew's gofpel, Lo, I am witk 
you always, even unto the end of the world. 

Time would fail me to tell of the five thou^ 
fand converted fome days after, of Cornelius 
and his houfehold,. Lydia and her houfehold;. 
in a wordy, of all who were truly brought ta 
Chrift in the firft age o£ Chriftianity. " The 
Lord opened their hearts. The Holy Ghoft 
fell upon them; and they walked in his com* 
forts. Chrift was evidently fet forth crucified 
before their, fpirifrual eyes* He dwelt in tlieir 
hearts by faith : they lived not, but Chrift lived 
in them." They agreed in faying, witli St.. 
BauL; If any man have not the Spirit of Chrift, 
by whom he is favingly known, he is none of 
bis* 

Stephen's experience is alone fufficient to de- 
cide the point. When brought before the 
council, they all faw his face, as it had been the 
face of an angel. Being full of the Holy Ghoft^ 
be wrought no miracle,, he fpake no new- 
tongue; but " looked fteadfaftly up into hea- 
ven, and faw the glory of God,, and jefus ftand- 
ins at the right hand of God; and faid, Beholdr- 
I lee the heavens opened, and the Son of man. 
ftanding on the right hand, of God." This ma- 
nifeftation was calculated only for the privates 
encouragement and comfort of the pious Dea- 
ton» It anfwered no other end, but to enrage 
the Jews and make them account him a greater 
biafphemer and a wilder enthufiaft, than they 
liid before. Accordingly they cried aloud^ 
li 2 ftoppecL 



popped their cars^ ran upon him, cdft hkn ert 
of the city, and -ftoned him; whi*!^ Stephca^ 
under the powerful influence of the manifdftj- 
tion, kneeled down» called ^ipon God, "faykig^ 
Lord Jefus* receive my fpirit, and lay not this -fill 
to their charge. Henc?e we learn, firft, that 
nothing appears fa abfurd and wicked to Phari- 
fees and formalins, as the do&rine I maintain* 
They lofe all patience, when they hear ihat 
Ghrid really m:^nifefts hknfelf to his fervants* 
No Wafphemy like this in the account of thofe, 
who are wife, learned and prudent in their own 
ryes. Secondly, that the moft exalted fainH 
need a frefli manifeftation of the glory, love and 
prefence of Chrift, that they may depart thif 
life in the triumph of feith. 

if you objeft, that Stephen was thus favoc»ed^ 
becaufe he was about to fuffer for CSirift, andf 
that it would be great prefumption to expeift 
the like fupport, I reply, in the ^vc following 
OWervations. ( i ) We are called to fuffer far 
thrift, as well as Stephen, thou^ perhaps not 
in the lame manner and degree, (i) We often 
neetjl as much fupport from Chrift^ to ftand 
againft the children of men that are fet on fee, 
whofe teeth arc*fpears aijd arrows, and their 
tongues a ftiarp'fword ; and to quench the €cfy 
darts of the devil, as the martyr djd to ftand » 
Ibower of ftoncs. (3) It is perhaps as hard to 
be racked with the gout, or io bum leveral dayi 
in a fever on a fick bed, as you pr I ipay DC 
forced to do, as to be for a few minutes wift 
Shadrach and bis companions in a burning itff* 
wace, or to feel for a fleeting moment the m- 
fiuifti of bruifcd flelh and a frafhned ikidf^ 
* with 



I 38i 1 

Viiih our triumphant martyr. No one knowsr^ 
what pangs of body and agonies of foul may ao 
companv him through the valley of the Ihadow 
of deatn. If our Lord himfelf was not above 
being ftrengthened by an angel that appeared 
to him from heaven, lurely it is no cnthufiafra 
to fay, that fuch feeble creatures as we are^ 
ftand in need of a divine manifeftation, to 
enable us to fight our laft battle manfully, and 
to come off more than conquerors, (4) We 
betray unbelief, if we fuppofe, that Chrift can- 
not do for us what he did for Stephen ; and we 
betray our prefumption, if we fay, we want not 
the affiftance, . which this bold champion flood 
in need of.. (5) The language of our Church is 
far different : ** Grant" fays Che, ,in her colle6k 
for that Saint's day, ** O Lord, that in all our 
*• fufferings here on earth for the teftimony. 
*« of thy truth, we may fteadfaftly look up to/ 
" heaven, and, by faith, behold the glory that 
** {hall be revealed ; and, being filled with the 
«« Holy Ghoft, may learn to Jove and blefs out 
" perfecutors, by the example of thy^ firft mar- 
** tyr St. Stephen, who prayed for his murder— 
** ers, O bleffcd Jefus, who ftandeft at the riglit 
** hand of God to fuccour. all thofe, who fuffei^ 
^ for thee." 

You fee. Sir,, that I have the fufFrage of the. 
phurch of England ;. and yours too^ if you do*. 
not renounce our excellent liturgy ; fo that, if I: 
am an cnthufiaft. for expefting to he filed with' 
the Holy Gliojl, aiid by faith to behold the glory »-, 
that (hall be revealed, as well as St. Stephen, Ic. 
am countenanced by a multitude 0/ the beft and; 
grealeft men in the world.. 

li 3.. Bati 
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But fiippofe ydu rejeft tfie teffiracmjr of 
$t. Stephen, and of all out Clergy (whch in the 
^c(k) touching the reality and the nccefltty too 
^f our Lord^ manifefting himfelf on earthy 
afl£r his afcenfioa into heaven, receive at leaft 
that of St. Luke and St. PauL They both in- 
form us,, that *^ as Saul of T^rfus went to Da- 
vafcus, the Lord even Jefus,. appeared to him in 
the way. Suddenly there ftione a light 'from 
heaven above the brightnefs of the fun, fo that 
be fell to. the earthy and heaKi a voice, faying, 
fiftul, Saul, why perfecuteft thou me ? And he 
faid. Who art thou Lord? And the Lord faid, 
I am Jefus,. whom thou perfecuteft* So power- 
fiil was the eSe^l of this manifeftation of Chrift, 
tisiat the iinner was turned into a faint, ami the 
fierce,, blafphemlng perfecutor into a weeping,, 
spraying apoftle. 

Methinks I hea? you fay, True, into an 
tpoftie; but are we called to be apoftles? No, 
Sir, but we are called to be Chriftians — to be 
converted from fin to holinefs, and from the 
kingdom of darknefs^ to the kingdom of GodV 
dear Son. St. Paul's call to the apoftlelhip is 
nothing to his being made » child of God* 
ludas was a Chriftian by profeffion, an apoftle 
by call,, and a devil by nature.. And what is 
Judas in his own place to the meaneft of God's- 
ehildxen? — to poor Lazarus, in Abraham's bo- 
&>m? AU^who go to heaven, are fixft turned 
from d3rknefs to light^ and from the power of 
Satan uiUo God.. This turning fomctimes be- 
gins by a nwriifeftation o£ Chtiftf witnefs the 
authentic account of Colonel Gardener's conver* 
&Qn,.publiihedby hisjudicioua iriend Dr. Ckxl- 
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dridge; and the more authentic one of our 
apoftle's converfion, recorded three times by 
St. Luke. And I dare advance upon the autho- 
rity of one greater than St, Luke, that no one'« 
con verfioa ever was completed without the re- 
velation of the Son of God to his heart# I am 
the way and the door, fays Jefus, no man com- 
eth to the Father but by me. Look unto me, 
and be ye faved, all ye ends of the earth* Our 
looking to him for falvation would be to a$ 
little purpQ-fe, was he not to manifeft himfelf to 
us^ as our lodcing towards the eaft for light, if 
the fun were not to rife upon us. 

The revelation of Chrift, produftive of St. 
Paul's converfion, was not the only one with 
which the Apoftle was favoured. ** At Corinth 
the Lord encouraged and ^ake to him in the 
night by a vifion. Be not afraid, but fpeak and 
hold not thy peace ; for I am with thee^ and no 
man fhali hurt thee.** On another occafion, to 
wean him more from earth,. Chrift favoured 
him with the neareft views of heaven. " I 
Icuew a man in Chrift, fays he, whether in the 
body or out of the body, I cannot tell, who 
was caught up into the third heaven, into para- 
dife, and heard words, which it is not pouible 
for man to utter. '^ And he informs us farther^ 
that left he ftiould be exalted above meafure 
through the abundance of the revelations, a 
meffenger of Satan was fuffered to buffet him» 
When he had been brought before the Sanhe- 
drim for preaching the gofpel, St. Luke informs 
us, that ** the night following, the Lord ftood 
by him, and faid, be of good cheer Paul; for as 
thau haft teftifij^ of me in Jeruialemi. fo tnuft 

thou 
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ihou bear witnefs alfo at Rome." The Ship, in 
which lie failed, being endangered by a ftorm. 
There ftood by him *• the angel of God, whofe 
he was, and wnom he fcrved, faying, Fear not 
Paul kc.*' 

St. Paul was not the only one,.tp whom Chrift 
manifeftcd himfelf in this familiar manner. 
Ananias of Damafcus, was neither an.apoftle, 
nor a deacon ; neverthelefs, to him " faid thie 
Lord in a vifion, Ananias.. And he faid. Be- 
hold, I am here, Lord; and. the Lord faid, 
Arife, and. go into the ftreet, which is called 
Straight, and enquire in the houfe of Jiidas for 
one called Saul of Tarfus; for behold he pray- 
eth." In like manner Philip was direfted to go 
near and join himfelf to the Eunuch's Chariot. 
And St. Peter being informed, that three men 
fought him, Arife faid the Lord, and go with 
them, doubting nothing, for 1 have fent them. 

Whether we place thefe manifeftations in the 
clafs of the extraordinary, or of the mixt ones, 
we equally learn from them, (ift) That the 
Lord Jefus revealed himfelf as much after his 
afcenfion as he did before. (2dly) That if he 
does it to fend his fervants with a golpel meffage 
to particular perfons, he will do it much more 
to make that meffage effeftual, and to bring 
falvation to thofe who wait for him. 

As for the revelations of Chrift to St. John, 
they were fo many, that the laft book of the 
new teftament is called the Revelation, as con- 
taining chiefly an account of them. ** I was in 
the Spirit on the Lord*s day, fays the apoftlc; 
and I heard behind me a great voice, as of a 
trumpet, faying, I am the iSrft and the laft. 

I turned 
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I turned to fee the voice, that fpalic witli <me» 
and I iaw one like imto the Son of man, clothed 
with a garment down to t^ foot, and girt wkh 
a golden girdle. His head and hair were a$ 
white as fnow, and his eyes as a liame of fire^ 
his feet like unto fine brafe burning in a fur* 
nace, his voice as the found of many waters^ 
and his countenance as <the fun ihining in his 
ftrength. When I faw •him, I fell at his feet as 
dead ; and he laid his hand upon me, ^tyingy 
Fear not, I am the firft and the laft. I am he, 
that liveth and was dead, and behold, I am 
alive for evermore ; and have the keys of hell 
and death. Write the things, which arc and 
Ihall be." One of the things, which our Lord 
commanded John to write, is a moft glorious 
promife, that he (lands at the door of the hu« 
man heart, ready to manifeft himfelf even to 
poor lukewarm Laodiceans; and that, if any 
man hear his voice and open, — ^if they are made 
confcious of their need of him, fo as to open 
their hearts by the prayer of faith, he will come 
in, and feaft them with his gracious prefence, 
and the delicious fruits of his bleffed Spirit. 
Therefore the moft extraordinary of all the re- 
velations, that of St. John in Patmos, not only 
{hews, that the manifeftations of Chrift run 
parallel to the canon of fcripture, but alfo 
gives a peculiar fanAion to the ordinary revela« 
tions of him, for which I contend. 

Having thus led you from Genefis to Reve» 
lation, I conclude by two inferences, which 
appear to me undeniable. The firft, that it is 
evident our Lord, before his incarnation, du« 
xjupg hi3 ftay on earth| and after his afcenfion 

.intd 



into heaven, hath been pleafed, in a variety of 
manners^ to manifeft himieif to the children of 
men, both for the benefit of the Church in 
general, and for the cenverfion of finners and 
the eftabliihment of faints in particular. Se- 
condly, that the do6lrine, I maintain, is as 
old as Adam,, as modem as St. John, the laft of 
the infpired writers, and as fcriptural as the Old 
and New Tcftament, which is what I wanted to 
demonftrate. I am,. Sir fcc»^ 
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Firft Fragment. 

ON SERIOUSNESS^ 

"^OTHINGis fo contrary to godlinefs as 
•■'^ levity. Serioufnefs confifts in the matter of 
what is fpoken, in the manner of fpeaking, in 
dignity of behaviouiCf and in weighty, not tri- 
fling aftions. Some people are ferious by na- 
ture, fome by policy, and for felfifh ends, and 
fome by grace, and from a fenfe of duty, 

Jefting and raillery, lightnefs of behaviour, 
lifelefs occupations, joy without trembling and 
awe of God, an z^ffeftation of vivacity and 
fbrightlinefs, are all contrary to the Spirit of 
God. A fool laughs loud, faith Solomon : but a 
wife man fcarce fmiles a little. 

Levity is contrary to contrition and felf 
knowledge — to watching and prayer — frequently 
to charity — and to common fenfe, when death is 
at our heels. 

Levity is alfo deftruftive of all devotion — in 
our own heart— and in that of others, by un- 
fitting the company for receiving good, and 
bringmg a fufpicidn of hypocrify upon all. 

Serioufnefs is ufeful to prevent the foregoing 
mifcarriages, to keep grace, — to recommend pie- 
ty and a fenfe of God s prefence— to leave room 
for the Spirit to work — and to check levity and 
fin in others. - 

And have we not motives fufficient to feriouf- 
nefs? Are we not priefts and kings to God — 
temples of the Holy Ghoft? Are we not walk- 
ing in the prefence of God — on the verge of the 
grave— and in fight of eternity ? 

Kk AH 



All who mM witk God are ftrious, takinf 
their Lord for their example, and walking by 
fcripture precepts and wammgs. 

But, are we to renwnce inapcent mirth? 
Our fouls are difeafed. Are we to be doll and 
melancholy? Serioudicfs and^ folid happmefs 
are iufeparable. Is there not ti time tor al{ 
things ? There is no tinie fiir fiu and foUy« 

Second Fragment. 

ON PLEASURE. 

T\YTSG to pleafure^ even tfic^ mcrfl innocent^ 
-^ we ihall live to God. Of pleafmres Acre 
ire four forts. SenfiuJ pltofwres^'^ t}ie eye, ear, 
tafte, fmell, eafe, indulgence be*. Pleafurei (^ tke 
heart — ittachinents, entanglements, creature love, 
unmortified friendfhips. Heajjures of the mnd^ 
curious books, deep refearches, fpeculations, 
hankerings a^r news— wit — ^fine language. 
The Plejjjres $f the iau^iujtion — fcbemes, fanacs, 
fuppo(itions« 

Gjd revjuires that we fhould deny ourfelves 
in all thefe refpe&s, becaufe (i.) God will have 
the 4?a//, which he cannot have, if pleafure hath 
it: and God is a ;>a/iMi God* (2.) There is no 
folid union with 'God, until, in a diriflian fenfe, 
we are dead to creature comforts. — ^Pleafure is 
the Gordian knot. (>) God is purity — han- 
kering ;ifter pleafure is the caufe of aimoft all 
our iins — the bait of temptation. (4.) God 
call* us to I hew our faith and love by a Ipirit of 
Sacrifice. — ^Pleafure is Ilaac. (5.) Denying our- 
ourlelves, hating our life, dying daily, crucify* 

ing 
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ing the fidh^ putting off the old man, are gof« 
pel precepts — fo is cutting off the ti^ht hand', 
plucking out the right eye, and forfalong all to 
follow Chrift, (6.) God makes no exceptions. 
All the oli'ending members muft be ciit ofF> 
every leak muft be ftopt; or the corrupting 
pleal'ui'e fpared gets more afceiidant. (7.) Plear 
jures render the foul incapable of the operations 
ef the Spirit^ and obflru6l divine confolations- 

Now nature is all for plealure, and lives upon 
Tenfuaiity. The fenfes, hearty mind, and iiiia- 
gination, purftie always obj'eifts that may gratify 
Siem. Wt i6^/t pleafure fo as to deprive our- 
felvcs of every thltig to enjoy it,, in fpn*re kind 
iMr other i and We lindelg6 hairdfhipsto ^procnr^ 
It, Nature frets hobr&^ly,. if dilappointed ia 
this favourite purftiitf and yet if ilature is pam^ 
feted, grace muft be Ilarved* 

Earthly pleaftftfes^ i.re of a cottiiptihg nature t 
for example,, that of tafte,. if indulged, fpreads 
through, corrupits^ and 'diffipate»all the powers. 
of the foul and body. It is fo much the more 
dangerous,. Iks it hid^ itfelf under a mafk of 
inec^ty, or coioujr of lawfulne{s>. and docs all 
the miu:hief of a concealed traitor*. Xt betrayi 
with a kifsL. poifon* with honey ^ wounds in ita 
finiles^ ana kilk while it ptomifes happinefs. 

Indulgence enervates and renders us incapa* 
ble of ^ufiering from Godt. men^, devils,, or fclf ;. 
and ftands. continually in the way of our doings 
as well as fufiering the will of Gkxi. It is much 
eafief, therefore^ to fly from pleafure, than to^ 
lemain within due boutkls m its enjoyment.. 
The greateit faints find nothing fo difficult, no- 
tbing. makei them tremble 16, a^ the u& of plea«- 
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furc; for it rcqtiircs the ftrifleft watchfulnefs 
and the moft vigorous attention* He muft walk 
flejJil} f^ho can walk fafefy, on the brink of a 
precipice* 

The abfolute neceflity of dying to pleafure 
will appear from the following confiderations. 
The earthly fenfes» muft be fpiritualized ; the 
fenfual heart, purified ; the wandering mind 
fixed ; the fooUih imagination made fober. 

Worldly pleafures are all little, low and tran* 
fitory, and a hinderance to our chief good* 
Much moderation, however, is to be ufed in the 
choke t and degree of our mortifications. Through 
pride, nature often prompts us to j^eat ex* 
tremes, which hurt the body, and lometimes 
lead the mind into foumefs and obftinacy. 
But to know, and walk in the right path of fcH 
denial, we have need of much recoUefUon. 

Third Fragment* 

ON HTPOCRISr. 

MANY pretend to a fliare of the holy child, 
but we want all the wifdom of the true So- 
lomon to know the mother from the harlot* 
An hypocrite hides wickedne(s under a cloak of 
gootlnefs — clouds without rain, wells without 
water, trees without fruit, the ape of piety, the 
maik of fin, glorious without— carrion within. 
Tliey do not put off, but throw a cloak over it# 

Satan an Arch-hypocrite. 

Having; apoftatized from God himfelf, he en« 
to vent his malice and envy on 6od*s 

favourite. 
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ftvoarittj- man.. He difguifed himfelf as a fciv 
peilt, fliewed much love and friencJfhip^ and by. 
that appearance deceived Eve. /though God. 
has prepared alt jmtidote, yef lie goes about 
murdering the children of men^ with increafing 
craft, (for he is now the old ferpent); he is ftill- 
oppofing Chrift, picking up the leed of the- 
Urord, hindering the fowers, fowing tares. He 
istheftrong roan |. armed with the force of aa. 
tegel, the lubtlety of a. fallen angel, able to in- 
finuale himfelf into fouls, as into ferpents». 
His bails, are pleafure for the fenfual, weal?tH 
for the muckworm,, honour: for* the ambitious^, 
and fcience for the curious : in each he tranfr 
forms himfelf as an angel o^ light, gilding all. 
Vvith heavenly appearances — but his lig^ i^. 
darknefs^ and how great is that darknefs I 

He works admirably on predifpi^fitions*. 
U On ignorance of evil, or forgetfulnefs of tfte 
^word w the fpirit*. He finds t»s blind ,r oi( 
blinds our eyes to make us turn the better, im 
His miir. 2. On fecuidty, Hf puts^ far ffoms 
-QS the thoughts of deaths— >> T^otf nof Jmdy die.. 
5». On Mlenefs. When David was idle at home,, 
and Joab in the field, Satan took. that, opportuni- 
ty fo draw him into, the (hare of luft. 4,^ €>ai 
tinfeafonable fcruples of confcience,r-Klif€ou«-^ 
i^gement — extremes. If he can't put out the* 
fire of zeal, he will make it break out at the 
diimney, and drive fading into ftarving^ 
5. He fuifs his temptations to the fubjcfts^ 
drives the nail that will go, and caufes the ftreamt 
of natural propenfities to flow. He tempt* 
not, in general, the old to pleafure^. nor the* 
fcL 3, yaaagr 
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yoang to covetDofhefs, nor the fick to dnmfceq*' 
nciSf but to impatience* 

The moral Hypocrite* 

^flny mifiake nature fen* grace, and fo reft 
AhkI ot' a true change: ftrong fenfe, keen wit, 
lively parts, and a good natural temper puff i^ 
many. Xtie tempering makes a vaft difference 
in many blades, all made of the fime metal; 
forae of which will bend before they breaks 
others break before they bend. Gooci nature, 
without grace, maketh a fairer (hew than grace 
with an evil udture. — ^A cur outruns a grey- 
hound with a clog. 

The hj^pocrite derives his honour from his 
. iMrth ; the child of God from his new birth. 
The hypocrite hath his perfeftions from the 
body — ^from his complexion and conftitution, 
which are not praife worthy ; but the Chriftian 
haih them from his better part, the fbuL A 
warm temper hath often the appearance of zeal, 
a cooler of patience, melancholy of contempla- 
tion, Lveiy blood and flrong Ipirits, of ipiritual 
joy. 

The hypDcrite ferves God with what cofts 
him nothing, only going down the flream; but 
the Chriftian works with ftrife and induftryi 
wreftleth, and keeps his body under. 

The hypocrite is difpofed to fcwne virtues, 
and refrains from tholie vices, that are contrary 
to his tafte and humour, as an elephant abhors a 
muufe: but the Chriftian Ihuts every door a- 
gainfi hi Aiiii is thoroughly furnifhed to every 
good work. 

The hypocrite puts reafon in the place of reli* 

gion; 
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gion ; on the contrary, the Chriftian brings rea- 
lon under the command of religion ; bi& under- 
ftanding bows to faith, and his free will to God^s 
free grace. 

The hypocrite derives his virtues from him- 
felf, rpider like, Curfed be the man, that' trujieth 
in man,* The Chriftian hath his virtues^ n-om 
above— the one is like marfhy ground, the other 
is watered from heaven. Again, the hypocrite 
curfes himftlf by giving to reafon the command 
of appetite, not Knowing, that his reafon is 
crooked ; but the Chriftian puts all under the 
ftriA rule of grace— Grace is Sarah, Reafon 
Agar, The one talks of right reafon, the other 
re^jfieth it. 

The hypocrite puts honefty in the place of- 
piety ; but the Chriftian is honeft and kind from 
a principle of genuine piety. There was a dif- 
ference between Alexander and David pouring 
out water— the one before his foldiers, the other 
before the Lord. 

He hath for virtues only ftiining vices — ^vir- 
tues proceeding from unianftified reafon, and 
foiled by the intention : thus, a covetous, indo- 
lent man avoids and hates law fuits; he is fober 
and temperate, through love of money, or of 
health and reputation; he is diligent and in- 
duftrious to compafs profit. But the Chriftian 
hath the truth, if he wants the perfeftion of 
virtue; the one fhines as rotten wood, the other 
as gold in the ore. 

The hypocrite cries up virtue, and exclaims 
againft vice, rather bv fpeech than praftice; 
but the king's daugnter is glorious within: 

the 
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the one fpeatSf the other lives great things* 

The hypocrite keeps him(elf from grofs finj^ 
but hirbours fpiritual corruptions. Does lie 
fubdue his paffious? they are in the way of his 
glory and quiets Does ne do good ?- it is to be 
more in love with himfelf* The Chriftian 
cleanfeth himfelf from all fpiritual vice?,:: the 
one is fettled on the lees of felf love,, the otbes 
is emptied of felf and filled with Chrift. 

The hypocrite corapu-es himlelf with tht 
child of God when under difirdvantages; as- fat 
example, when he is fallen^ or overtakea m. aa 
intirmity : but the whitefl: devil fhall not ibiut 
in the judgment with the mofl tawny child q£ 
God. The meteor may blaze, but the ftaribBd^ 
€th. 

The heaoring Hypoi$rite«. 

The hearing hypocrite l>ears CbiiAi^^ wofA 
without benefit; lie aflembks with- the pious^ 
whom he deceives, as he hopes to decevrti 
Chrid. ' He goes to meet Chrift», not as the 
bride, but only as tlie bride's friend*. He is th« 
ftony ground : he is fermon proof, repels can-* 
vi^lion, tikes nothing to himfelf^. oi*. fhalees it 
off, as <heep do the rain. He hath the forehead 
of the whoie,t and refufes to be aihamed«i 
Chrift condemns him, both as a worker, of inU 
ouiVy, and a builder on the fand. The Chriftiaa 
nears, fo that his profiting aj^ars unto all men;? 
he hears Chrift himfelf through the minifterii 
and tlie word is able to fave his foul,, as a fa* 
vour of life unto life: nor is he a £orgetfuL 
heaieri but a doer, of the word.. 

The 
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The hypocrite will hear only fuch tninifters 
as fuit his humour — Balaam fuits Balak, a lying 
prophet Ahab. He will negleft or flight others. 
The Chriftian hears God's voice through every 
meffenger of his, the plainer the meflage the 
better he receives the meflage — as an angel of 
Codf even as Chrijl Jefus* He judges not of the 
word by the preacher, but of the preacher by 
the word. He, like Jehofaphat, will hear Mi« 
caiah preach, rather than the 400 prophets of 
BaaL 

The hypocrite hears in hopes of hearing 
fomething new, therefore when he has heard a 
few times, he grows weary, and longs for a new 
meachen An unfan6lified heart, like a flck 
fiomach, loathes its daily bread ; but the Chrif- 
tian is never tired of the fincere milk of the 
word; he deflres no new wine ; he likes manna 
after 40 years — Evermore give us this bread. 

The hypocrite hearkens more after eloquence 
than fubuance. He likes Apollos, not Chrifl's 
fneflenger; he hears not for life; he fports witk 
the infirmities of Sampfon — ^but death is at the 
door. The Chriftian looks moft to the power of 
the word ; he comes not as to a fliew, but to the 
JtfT, weighs tlie matter rather than the manner, 
and regards the meflage more than the meflen- 
^. The 6ne falls down before man, the other 
before God. 

He will not hear all : comforts, promifes, and 
general truths he loves; the do6lrine' of the 
crofc he hates. A foil, a wooden fwojd, that 
draws no blood, fuits him. The Chriftian hears 
all God's word, loves to be imitten, does not 

fey) 
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fey, TLi TiiDu itjtJ wkf, mxe rnemy? but, Stm-A 

T:.: ryi^arr.it j^jis 3n the word ssa (tciy or 
& .- .-:,-.. it, \: jov=$ tj htii w'fCh rift's oiixiclesi 
o; I" = ;^:--.r^^ j»^r- slc; L-t ctittj 2 jun^in be- 
i.;= r:^ ^".^.i ^irrurc. Ihe C*\r::iLiii looks oa 
Lii ft.;.: La a e.iAr> ID itc hiHi.ciL Ti:c oiit 
V. c-< i.-i w^- ao chiljitn iheir bcck§, looking 
xiiw..t it y.z y.^^^cs thia lie ie^o&, the oiha 

Ht '.firs, w.iho-t prtpiilng his heart lo hear; 
ht iz.-ia r.is o^rwiJi nio.^e inan his in- 
w^i nun ; be ufes r^o cxerciic to eet an appc- 
t-ie; i: is cr.^ugh if bt hesrs ino he digefh 
n_-iL:i:r. He fo^s AOiOng :ajr:is, hsvi:^ never 
p;j-;^hci, Lzd ihey cb^ke ill. The Oiriftian 
ij^ka : j hir feel, oJies cuagrj- to the hoiife o( 
G-u, 1 ja^:.-:g 10 be Jci, ir.i is not viiliog to gd 
w::hou: his poilior*. 

He he-Ts u::!y f^r the prefeat time,, as he 
w-^J ^eir I cji-.ze*: cf in^fick; the ChrifUaa 
he^rs D::n ur the lirne prefent aiid to ccMne; 
hz .:— :es -Tr^i he heirs, i.id 10 -vhit end, that 
te -:~**y t-in it ;.::o pnctice* He rcmeiiiber* 
th.: wjrd, Tj f irci, -;.r;' y:>u hearm 

Ht ^;:.jj:iie5 tj htr.felf foaie Cirnalendp if anjr 
at i.i — -> *.j z< noiijed for his diligence — to be 
lepute J a gojd churchniin — to fulfal his talk of 
hearing — perhips to cavil and find fault— ta 
ir.ake a.nen.ds l ^r not doing — 10 pleafe a friend, 
fefiiis thus pijafed Agrippa, and Ahab heard 
Miciidh for Jchjiiphi:'- fasc: but the Chriftian 
hear^ for his own and others edification. 

If the hypocrite is cf the fecond clafs of hear- 
tl9^ li£ Ibiuctiiaes pretends to practice as an ex- 

cufc 
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ciife for not heatmg. ** I have/' fayj tcf 
** enough in one fermtm to praftice all thd 
week/' The.Chriftian makes hearing and przcr 
^ce to gb hand in hand •* he will ledeem time 
for hearing from recreation and fleep; his hear*- 
ittig is a fpur to his, pra6Hce, He does not pre- 
tcjad praaice as a hindcrance to his bearing, 
like Judas, who, out oF pretended regard to the 
poor, fou^t to rob Chrift of his due* 

Sometimes he trembleth under the word, but 
yet he fhifite it off, before it has taken hold of 
his heart: As a tree fbaken by the wind takes 
deeper root, fo is he more rooted in his fins. 
Fel!x*s fearfulnefs furprizeth the hypocrite be- 
fore he is aware; he is afhamed of nimfelf, an- 
Sy at the preacher, and, Cain like, he runs from 
od; inftead of going to him. But the Chrifti- 
an trembles at the word, as afraid to fin againft 
it. One is Pharaoh, the other Jofiah^ 

He is a feeming friend, but a fecret foe, to 
the golpeh When the word is a hammer, he is 
an anvil ; when it is a fire, he is clay. But the 
Chriftian is both reconciled to, and transformed 
into the word; receiving it as the word of God 
in th^ love thereof. If the word be a nail, it 
nails him to Chrift; if a fword, he loves to be 
cut and dlflfefted; if a fire, he is like water, or as 
gold. The one kiffes the word, like Judas; 
flic other embraces it, as Jofeph did Benjamin, 

The praying Hypocrite. 

The praying hypocrite prays with his tongne^ 
bat not with his laeirt:* the heart of the Chnfti- 
an £^oes Jirft in prayer* 

The 
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The hypocrite aiks according to his voi/keSt 
looking no farther, like Krael for quails, Ba* 
laam mr leave to curfe God's people, Rachel 
for children : But the Chriftian like .Haumab» 
who prayed hard and fubtnitted all to God* 

He is w<wering and douhle^mnded-r^^^ Can God 
furmfh a table in the wildemefs?*' " Will he hear 
and anfwer?*' The Chriftian a&eth in faith, 
nothing wavering; as Mofes at the red fea, 
while. Ifrael cried and expelled death. 

The hypocrite is foraetimes prefumptuous 
alfo— ** Wherefore have Ifajled^ and thoujeejt not?* 
The Chriftian always comes as a poor beggar, 
crying with the Centurion, *\I am not worthy.** 
He quarrelleth with God, if not anfwered— 
" This evil is of the Lord;'* but the Chriftian 
waiteth patiently, faying, // is the Lord^ let him 
do as he fleafeth. 

He prays without repentance, regarding ini- 
quity ill his heart; but the Chriftian confeflTes 
and forfdkes his fin. 

The * hypocrite prays without faith, without 
expe(!?ling an anfwer; therefore he often cuts 
fliort his prayer, efpecially in [ecret^ The Chrif* 
tian pours out his foul in prayer ; — gives good 
meafure, prcffed down, running over, l^ing 
affured, that word ftandeth faft, ^ ye, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto your children^ hew 
much more Jhall my heavenly Father give his hofy 
Spirit to them that ajk it? 

At other times the hypocxitt will exceed mea- 
fure — but only in company, like the Ave Ma- 
ria's of the P:pifls. The true Chriftian mea- 
fures his prayers. by his affeaions, and by works 
of charity and duty. 

The 
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, The hypocrite prays in adoerfiijf not in ptofr 
gcrity; he comes like the leper, or beaten child» 
The Chriftian* as the loving fon, prap in prof- 
petity, without the compulfion of the rod. Or, 
perhaps, he will pray in profperity^ but in adver- 
fity his heai-t fiuks, like Nabals: he murmurst 
complains, and cries out, " Why doth the 
liord do thus unto me?" The Christian remem- 
bers thofe words of St. James, L any affli^leil, let 
Jtim pray* The one, as a baftard, runs away; 
the other kiffes the rod, and fees every thing as 
the anfwer of prayer, fubmitting himfelf wholly 
to the will of Uod« 

The preaching Hypocrite wof fe than all. 

Admitted of men, not called of God, he 
preaches Chrift, but not for Chrift. Put me^ 
iaith he, into the frtefis office^ that I may eat a morfd 
of bread. He is, perhaps, a preacher of righte- 
oufnefs, but a worker of iniquity. But the true 
Chriftian preacher only fpends and is fpent up- 
on Chrift and his intereft; he is careful not 
only of his gifts, but of his grace; not only to 
be fent of men, but of God. The one preaches 
himfelf and for himfelf, the other preaches 
Chrift and for Chrift. 

The hypocrite is ambitious to Ihew his leani- 
ing — to be admired rather than to be ufeful; 
Not fo St. Paul* A fcribe well inftruSed bring- 
eth out oi his aam treafures things new and 
did. 

He brings in leamins, but not JRvine learn- 
ing; his artificial fire hath no warmth in it. 
LI But 
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But the Chriftian ininifter, though perhaps 
learned in Egyptian wifdom as Mofes, and m 
Greek literature as St* Panl, who quoted Aratus 
to the Athenians,* Menander to the Corinthi- 
/ans.t Epimenides to TittiSjJ never uks it but 
as the Agar of Sarah; Ghrift crucified being his 
chief knowledge. 

The hypocrite uTes divine learning to human, 
carnal ends — to get preferment or fame, to fup- 
|>ort opinions or parties. The rainifter off Chrift 
handles not the word of God deceitfully, but by 
manifcftation of the truth.H He glorieth not in 
his preaching, a neceflity being laid upon him 
by Chrift. 

The hypocrite chufes fubjefts on' which he 
may Ihine and pleafe ; the other, thofe which 
may awaken and edify, — difclaiming men-pleaf- 
ing. The one (hoots over the heads, the other 
aims at the hearts of his hearers, fuiting himfelf 
to the meaneft capacity. 

He puts on a face of zeal, without ^eal, and, 
trying to move others, is himfelf unmoved. 
He cannot fay, with Chrift, The zeal of thine houfe 
hath ^aten me up : his zeal is an ignis-fatuus, or 
perhaps a heathenilh fire lighted at Seneca's 
torch — not churning f as well as a fhtning light. 
He may have fome feelings, but they are over 
with his fermon or prayer; fome warmth for the 
Church, as Jehu, becaufe it is his party. But the 
Chriftian minifter hath more zeal in his bofom 
than on his tongue. Elijah-iike, the word of 
the Lord is as a fire in his bones. His foul 
mourns ^n fecret places lor the fins be reproves 

openly, 
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epenly,* He caa put probatum eft,, to what he 
preaches; and his zeal hatha very large mearr 
lure of gpfpel love — it faves others, while it 
confumes himfelf. 

The hypocrite is,, perhaps, ftri£l in his rules, 
looie in his practice, binding heavy burdens^- 
that he toucheth not himfelf^ He is like a firt- 
ger poft, which ihew^ the way, but never walks 
ill it ; he promifes liberty while he is himlelf 
the flave oi lin» The true preacher is afraid to 
pleach what he pra6tifes not — he lives his fer- 
mons over^ As a brave captain,, he faith^ 
** Follow me ;" he aims at Thummim as well as 
Urim,, perfeSion as well as lights 

The one makes the way to heaven, as broad 
a& he can, at lead to himfelf, and oft times^ 
allows things to others to fcreen himfelt The 
other makes the way to heaven narrower to him- 
felf than to his hearers, and never gives up the 
leail of the word left his owa foot fhould be 
pinched*. 

Fourth Fragment, 

ON LUKEWARMNESS. 

npHE lukewarm are of two forts. The firlt 
A will fpeak againft enormities, but plead foF 
little fins — ^will go to church and facrapient, but 
alfo to plays, races and fhews — ^wHI read the 
bible, and alfo romances and trifling books* 
They will have family prayer, at Icaft on fun* 
days, but after it unprofitable talk, evil fpeak* 
ing, and worldly converfation. They plead 
LI a fat 
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for the chtirch, yet leave k for a card pjtrty, a 
pot companion, or the fire fide. They think 
they are almojl good enough, and they, who 
aim at being better, are (to be fure) hypocrites. 
They are under the power of anger, evil defire 
and anxious care ; but fuppofe all men are the 
fame, and talk much of being faved by true re- 
pentance and doing all they can. They under* 
value Chrift, extol morality and good works, and 
do next to none. They plead for old cuftoms: 
they will do as their fathers did, though ever fo 
contrary to the word of God; and whatever 
hath not cuftom to plead for it, though ever fo 
much recommended in fcripture, is accounted 
by them a herefy. They are greatly afraid of 
being too good^ and of making too much ado 
about their fouls and eternity; they will be 
fober, but not enthufiajts. The fcriptures they 
^uote moil» and underiland leaft are, Bi noi 
rigliteous over much — God's mercies are over all ku 
works — There is a time for all things 6fc. They call 
themfelves by the name of Chrift, but worfhip 
Baal. 

The fecond fort of lukewarm perfons affent 
to all the whole bible, talk of repentance, foith 
and the new birth, commend holinefs, plead 
for religion, ufe the outward means, ^nd profefs 
to be and to do mc^e than others. But they 
yield to careleifnef^, felf indulgence, fear of 
man » dread of reproach, and of lo&, hatred of 
the crofs, love of eafe, and the falfe pleafures of 
a vain imagination. Thefe fay, do, and really 
fuffer many things ; but reft ihort of £hc true 
change of heart, the one tiling ncftd^ b^bg 
fiill lacking. They are as the foolifli virgins, 

without 
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wUhout oil — ^as the man not having on the 
wedding garment* 

Of thefe the Lord hath faid. Hi will fpew therh 
out of his mouth : But, Why fo fcvere a lentencc ? 
Becaufe, (i) Chrift wiUihavc a man hearty, and 
true to his principles;, he looks for truth in the 
inward parts. As a conjijlent charafter he com* 
mended even the unjuft fteward. (2) Religion 
^mits of no lukewarmnefs, and it is by men of 
this character, that his name is blafphemed* 
(3). A bad fervant is worfe than a earelefs 
neighbour^ and a traitor, in the guife of a friend,, 
is more hateful and more dangerous than an 
open, enemy: Judas was more infamous than 
Pilate. (4) The cold have nothing to truft to^ 
and. harlots and publicans enter, into the king-^ 
dom of heaven, before moral or evangelieal phari*^ 
fees, who, in different degrees, know their Ma« 
fter's will, and do it not:. Theyjhalibe beaten mtk 
mmyjtrifes.. 

Fifth Fragment. 

Thou wilt keep him in perfeSl peace, whofe nindi 
is Jlayed on thee, becaufe be trufieth in thee^. 
Ifa. xxvi. 3. 

npHE very centre of Chriftian religion is union: 
^ with Chrift j and the receiving him as our>' 
dl; in other words czhtd fcath,. or a flaying our 
minds, onlwrn To the doing this, there are many/ 
hinderances, but the two greateft and moft gd- 
ucvii ones are, 

Firfti The want of felf knowledge : this keeps, 

ninety nine out of one himdred ftom'Chriff*. 
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They know not, or rather feel not^ that thcjr 
)kre blindy naked, leprous, helpiefs, and con- 
4eniiiedi that all their woxks can make na 
atonement^ and that nothing they can do will 
fit them for heaven* When this is truly known^ 
|he firft grand hinderance lo our union with 
Chrift is removed* 

The fecond is,. The want of underftanding 
%he goffel of Cbrt^: the want of feeing, therein 
the firm fovmdatjon given us for this j^ure and 
(mple faith, the only folid ground of flaying our 
Ibuis on God« We muS remember, that the 
gofpel is good news^ and not be flow of heart to 
believe it« Chrift receiveth finners, he under- 
taketh their whole concern; he giveth not only 
](epeataace, but remiflion of fins, and the ^ift of 
^ rloly Ghofti^ He creates, them anew— his love 
fijft mak^s. the bride^ and then delights in her^. 
Xhe. want of viewing Chrift in tlus light,, as the 
Author and Finilher of our falvation, hinders. 
the puor humble penitent from cafting himfelf 
wholly on the Lord, although he hath faid,. 
Ciiji thy burden on the Lprdf and hejkdlfuficin thee. 

I da not mention fin^ for fin is tbe vety thing,, 
which renders, man the objeft of Chrift's pity* 
Our fi.ns. will never turn away the heart of 
Chrift from us,, for they brought him dowil from 
heaven to die ia our place ;. and the reafon,, whjf 
Iniq^uity feparates between God and our fouls, ift 
bi?c4ufe it turns our eves faom him, and (huts up^ 
in us the capacity ot receiviiig thofe beams of 
love,, which are ever dcfcending^ ujpoa ax^ offer* 
ing. themfelves to.us^ But {vckjmcerely. lamented^ 
and brought by ^confianB off- of faith and Prayer 
lucfpre the, hotd^ IhaU Iboa be Qoafumed» as^ 
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file thorny hid clofe to a fire; only let us abide 
thus waiting, and the Lord will pais through 
them and bqm them up together. 

When the foul feels its owa helpleflhefs, and 
receives the glad tidings of the gofpel, it ven- 
tures upcm Uhrift ; and Uiough the world, the 
flefli, and the devil purfue^ fo that the foul 
feems often to be on the brink of ruin, it has 
ftill <^ly to liften to the gofpel, and venture on 
Chriiit ^a SI drowning man on a fingle plank^ 
with, " I can but pcrilh/' remembering thefe 
WordSf Thw mlt keef him in perfeQ peace, whofe 
wind isja^ed on thee^ becaufe ke trujteth in thee. 

The confequences of thus truding is, that 
Ood keeps the foul from its threefold enemy-^ 
defeculs it in temptation, in perfecution, in hea- 
vlQe(s« Through all,^ it finds power to repofe 
itfelfoaChrift-'ta lay, *' Gkxi fhall chufe my 
inheritance jbr me." Here the Chriftian fincLs 
peace widiOod^. peace with himfelf^ and peace 
with all around him-*<the peace of pardon, the 
peace of holinefs;. for both are obtained by 
uaying the mind on Chrift.^ He walks in the 
perpetual recolkftion of a prefent God, and i^ 
not difturbed by any thing.c If he feels fin, he 
c;arrie$ it tp the Saviour, and if in beavinefs^ 
throi^gh manifold tem{>tations, be ftill holds 
£ift his confidence— phe i& above the region of 
clouds^ 

' The carelefs finner is not to be exhorted t^ 
truft in Chrift ; it would be to caft pearU before 
fwine. Before an afl of faiths tber^ muft he aa 
aA oijdj dejpcir; before fillings there muft ha 
einptine{s» Is this thy charafter? Then fuffcr 
ne to take away thy falfe props* Upon what 

doft 
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doft thoii ftay thy foul ? Thy honefty, mdralt- 
ty^ humility, doing good, ufing the mcans^ 
bufinefs, friends, confufed thoughts of God's 
mercy? This will never do. Thou muft be 
brought to fay, VVk^t Jkall I do to be faved? 
Without trembling at God's- word, thou canft 
not receive Chrift. Nothing fliort of lave 
will do. 

The penitent needs, and bieffed be God, has 
cverjr encouragement. You have nothing but 
fin — ^it is time you ihould underftand the gofpcl. 
You. fee yourlelf finking— -Chrift is with you. 
You defpair of yourfelf— hope in Ghrift. You 
are overcome — Chrift conquers* Self condemn- 
ed — he abfolves. Why do not you believe? 
Is not the meflenger, the word, the Spirit of 
God, fufficicnt? You want a joy unfpeakable — 
the way to it is by thus waiting patiently, upon 
God* Look to Jefus: he fpeaks peace; abide 
looking^ and your peace ihall How as .a river* 

Sixth Fragments 

Nebuchadnezzar /pake, and /aid unto them, Is it fne 

Shadrach, Mefhach, jand Abednego, do not ye 
ferue my Gods, nor worjkip the golden image ^ thai 

1 have Jet up? Dan. iii. 14.* 

tN this chapter we have an. account of thofc 
•■• worthies, who quenched the violence of thct 
fire. Obferve, I, The dedication of the image.* 

II, The three children accufed and arraigned.* 

III, Soothed and threatened, but preferring 

death 

-Reached at Madefcy <m ihc Wake Sunday A. D. x 76J , 
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fleath to dot Cod's law tp the king'^t faith tp 
honow and profit. IV» Nebuchadnez^r's an«> 
ger, their puniflwneat, ^nd delivcnince. Y, Thf 
cfFeA it had on the king. 

This account may be applied to the triak of 
God's children in all ages. The God of thif 
world fets up, in oppoTition to the (gofpel, three 
images; the firft, a golden image, profit; the 
£econd, an airy image, honour; the third 9 ^ 
l^eautifuly allui^ng image, pleafure. 

The firft, profit, is worfhipped by fetting our 
tffe^i<M)s upon it, by making it the prime, if 
not fole objeA of our thoughts, and the Lord 
^ven of pur SabbaUis. We bow dovm to thif 

5 olden image, by unjuft dealing, running 10 
ebt without taking care to diicharge it, chming 
yatber to wound our con&ience than our pock* 
et ; by countenancing or fuffering evil for filthy 
lucre's fake, forgetting that, The lave of nmey is 
ike root of all evil» 

The fecond, honour, is worfhipped, when vt 
deiire the applaufe of men, or (brink from duty^ 
^r fear of their rage or contempt. 

The third, pleafure, when we indulge the 
4p&» by exceflive eating and drinking, by un^ 
cleann^fs, vain ihews, and heathenilh fports; 
when we delight ourfelves in drefs, furniture, 
our perfons, fiur. In a word, when we do not 
jhttitify the enjoyment of the creature, by the 
Word of God and Prayer. 

As the people of God will not bow down tb 
this threefold image, they are accufed, threaten- 
^ and ridiculed. Their duty, under fuch cir^ 
•cumftances, is to bear their teftimony againft 
this idolatrous vorlhip of the God of tius world, 

to 



t 4^1 

to poflefs thieit foiils in patiencer to* believe in 
the Lord's will and power to fave them, not to 
comply by halves, or compromife the matter 
with the world; but lo be ready to offer up 
their lives^ and leave the event to God, in a 
fteady purpofe not to offend him^ 

All came ta the dedication, even fiom afar — 
but how many ftay from the houfe of God, tho' 
tt the door ! All bowed down but three — ^how 
many are now going to turn their backs on the 
Lord's table} 

from the dedication of our church, from days 
fct apart to be kept holy, Satan takes occafioa 
to enforce the worftiip of his threefold image* 
Now remember thcMuty of God's people, and 
quit yourfelves like men» Some petty Nebu- 
ehadnezzars have fent to gather together, not 
princes, but drunken men; and have fet up» 
not a golden image, no nor a golden calf, but a 
living bull. O ye, that fear God, be not afraid 
of their terror, be not allured by their muiick; 
confefs the God of Shadrach, Meihacb and A* 
bednego,* and pray that thefe offenders may> 
with Nebuchadnezzar of old, refolve,. not only 
to do nothing againft, but not even to ffeak amyt 
of the God of Shadrach^ Mejhach and Abednego* 

To you, my brethren, who worftiip- the image, 
what Ihall I fay? Shall Nebuchadnezzar rife 
up in judgment aeainft you? He blefled the 
God of Shadrach, Mefbach and Abednego ; wiM 
you curfe- him? for inafmuch as you do it to 
one of his followers, you do it unto him* 
Nebuchadnezzar made a decree, that whoever 
fliOuld fpeak again ft the God of Shadrach, Me** 
fiiadx and Abednego, fliould be cut in pieces 

and 
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Vki their houfes made a dunghill ; and will yow 
cut in piecest with your tongues^ or turn into a 
dunghUU by riot and mobbing, the houfes of 
thofe, who tear and love the God of Shadrach, 
Mefhach and Abednego? No other God caa 
deliver after this fort, faid the heathen; and 
give me leave to add, no other God can punifh 
after this f<wrt* 

The King of kings hath anointed Jefus! he is 
lifted up on the crofs — upon a throne of Glory. 
The decree is gone forth, At the name of Jefus 
every knee mufi oow. All tongues, nations, lan^ 
guages, patriarchs, prophets, apoftles, martyrs, 
confeffors, angels» archangels and faints, above 
and below, all muft fall down^ In heaven, trum- 
pets, thunders, lightenings, voices — on earth, 
the terrors of Sinai, all fay Kifs the Son. He is 
not a dead im^ge, but the living God^ — He comes 
— the tr,ump of God may found to day. The 
burning furnace of his indignation is heated, 
and eternity is the duration of their torments, 
whofe fmoke afcendeth for ever and ever,-- — - 
O let him blefs you now, in turning every one 
of you from his iniquities, and you ihall keep 
the feaft in heaven. 

Seventh Fragment. 

Being h xin agony, lie prayed more eamefily, and his 
fweat was, as it were, great drofs of blood, falling 
down to the ground. Luke xxii. 44. 

Ti^ANY defire to kaow, what paffes in the 
^^ heart of great men, when under afflifting 
circumftances, or engaged in Ibme great under- 

taking. 
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fexiaslseU cMilt»vB Eft tise void «r God: hoe 
sr iad opra vx kt, Ibe dyii^ dm^bls mk 
Gixi fafkxmgs id ^tt Sttwwm^ hiti 

Bx feeac^m vlikii vc ne aU itail deeply » 
eac&a i. Let ib look kite» 

did in his xgocy. lU, The amaiiiig confiH 
fDe^ces of that agoay. 

The 'S^'^ ^ ^'^^ Locd VIS z coofliA— ^ vio^ 
JrTxt fiiL>gg} e— a gnppiki^ and widUmg whk 
f^^t dee pdi hoooF— die i^Kztkm of a brcaft pe* 
Beusted vith the mateft fenfe of fear »m1 
mnixstenV—Be suf iemf at lAflf yfeareim 

The caafe of his agooy was, (i) The powers 
of dvkaefey legioos of deiilsy who poned oa 
his devoted head tfieir otmoft rage and Biallce. 
£rexy w&aai^ vhicfa fin had given, and the 
devil had paver to infiift, the pnre modi naked 
bofsm of Jefbs ojpened itfelf to receive. Thtf 
prince of daxkneK, whole chain was let loofe 
for the p'.iipofe, nam ruled his hour, and, to ap- 
peiraace, triumphed over the *Priice of life. 
(2) The feeling of the weight of the wrath rf 
God (and who knoweth tlie power of hii 
wTith?) as kindled againft fin — the terrors of 
the Lord — the cup of trembling — the withdraw- 
ing of God's comfortable prefence. (3) The 
fear of hb farther fufferinp — a violent, dread- 
ful, and appToiching death. (4) The atoning 
for oiu- coidncis, and the painful forefight, with 
how much truth, thofe words of the prophet 
might be applied to many. Is it notUng to you, otf 
ye, thaffafsty? 

During his agony he i»ayed more eameftlv* 
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He prayed eameflly before, but now more eamejt* 
h^ before, he kneeled, but now, he threw him- 
telf proftrate on the earth. He prayed aloud 
with jf/rowg" cries and tears.* He was in an agony, 
every power of foul and body being firetcheJ 

to the utmoft. Thofe,k who never, or feldoia 

pray, are Grangers to fpiritual conflifts. 

The greatnefs of his agony, and intenfenefs 
of his pi-ayer cauf^d that amazing circumftance 
of his fweat being, as it were great drops of 
blood. Amazing ! Becaufe, it was a cold damp 
night — ^he lay on the dewy ground — it was fo 
profufe as to run down in great drops to the 
|[round — the fweat was mixed with blood, burft- 
ing out of the capillary veffels through the open 
pores. 

Obferve, Adam finned in a garden ; in a gar- 
den Chrift expiates fin. Before death, In the 
fweat of thy brow &c ;i' before death Chrift fweat, 
and with all his body laboured. In forrow fhdt 
thou bring forth; Chrift fweat blood, ftrong fign of 
pain. Cnrfed is the ground &c; Chrift, when 
made fin and a cur^, lies proftrate on the 
ground, and bedews it with blood. 

Brethren, we muft all be brought to an ago- 
ny ; yea, we muft be crucifed with Chrift, if wc 
would reign with him. Beware then of vilify^ 
ing the fpiritual agonies of the children of God, 
by calling them mad fits. 

You who, in agony, have brought forth chil- 
dren, or flruggled under the load of exceffive 
drinking, or laboured for life when in danger, 
ftruggle and agonize now for your fouls. 

Learn to pray moft^, when moft troubled— 
M m whea 

^eb. V. 7. fOen. iii. 
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when wealeft — ^wlien moft tempted* Stfll look 
to the Lord Jefus — adore him — love him. Be 
not dry^ like Gideon's fleece, in the midft of 
this facred dew, O come for the anfwer of his 
prayer; tis thy balm of ^ilead, the precious 
ointment, which runs down to the fkirts of his 
clothing* Wafli away thy fin: bathe in his 
bloody fweat; it is the former and the latter 
tain, bedewing prophets and apoftles. 

Let every believer remember^ (and rejoice ia 
the remembrance^ that fweat, pain, the earth, 
the grave are fanSified ; and let every ftubborn 
unbeliever beware of the cry of his blood. It 
now cries better things, by and by, it will cry 
bitterer things, than the blood of Abel. 

Eighth Fragment. 

Tlie kingdom of heaven fuffereth violence^ and tke 
violent take it by force^ Mat. 

npHE grand device of Satan is to prevent us 
-*• from feeing the neceffity of this holy vio- 
lence, or from putting it in execution. To 
prevent the efFe6l of this ftratagem, our bleffed 
Lord gives us the plaineft dire&ions in thefe 
words, Stritfe to enter in at the fircut Eote — Lcixmr 
for the meat, which endureth to eterrud life &c» &c^ 
But* in no fcripture is the direftipn more plain, 
than in that of the text. The kingdom &c. 
JLct us confider, I, The nature of this kingdom. 
II, How the violent take it by force. Ill, An- 
iwer an objeftion to the do^rine of die text. 

This kingdom is that of grace, which brings 
down a heavenly nature and felicity into the 

believing 
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believing fouL The kingdom within us ts righ-- 
ieoufnefs and peace ^ and joy — it is Jefus apprehended 
by faith, as given jar us, and felt by love, as 
living in us. In a word, it is the image of God 
loft in Adam and reftored by Chrift — pardon, 
Lolinefs,, and happinefs, ifTuing in eternal glory. 
This kingdom fuSereth violence, which is 
offered, (i) To thofe Lords,, who reign over 
ns — the world,, the devil, the flefh. Thefe re* 
bels muft be turned out; our own wills mufl be 
overcome, and ourfelves furrendered up to God, 
as to our lawful and chofen Sovereign^ (2) An 
humble, holy, facred violence muft be uled in 

grayer:, — ^with Jefus, that he would open, in our 
earts, the power of faith,^ ^pply the efficacy of 
his blood, and beftow upon us the Ipirit of 
prayer, or ia other words, the prayer of faith : — 
with the Father,, that he would look through the; 
pillar of fire, and difcomfit all our enemies :— 
with the Holy Ghoft,.that he would take up hit 
abode with us. 

Of this violence we have an example in Jacob 
wreftling with the angel, who faid. Let me go^ 
for the day breaketh ; and he faid, / will not let thee 
go,, till^ thou blefs me.* Here Jacob, being left 
alone, improves his folitude; danger and tiou- 
ble work in him the right way. He prays, 
prays eamejlly f.B.ud that againft much difcourage- 
ment. God and man feem to oppofe him; for 
the Angel of the covenant wreftled, as if to get 
loofe from his hold. It was zfpiritual wreftling; 
he wept and made fupplication, but before he 
prevails the Angel touched the hollow of Jacob*^ 
tbigh^ and hindered him from wreftling in. 
M m 2 hifr 

*Cen. xi. 26. 
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his own {trength. Then the Spirit alofi« made 
interceflion; nature failed and grace was con- 

Jiueror — Wlien I am weakf then am I firong^ He 
ays, Let me go^ as God once faid to Mo^s, Let 
me alone : thus does the Lord fometimes try our 
faith. This was the cafe of the woman of Ca- 
naan, when Jefus, at firft, anfwered her not, and 
afterwards faid, // is not meet to take the childrefi's 
bread f and cajt it to the dogs. But when fhe ftill 
worfhipped, prayed, and waited, flie obtained 
thefe words oi approbation, woman, great is thy 
faith ! as well as the anfwer of her prayer. So 
the Angei faith. Let me go^ the day breaketh — thy 
affairs want thee — thou muft have reft; but 
Jacob foregoes all for the bleflin^ — ^reft, femily, 
wearinefs, pain ; and anfwers, I mil not let thee go, 
mlefs thou biefs me. So muft it be with us; ^none 
prevail, but thofe, who take the kingdom by 
violence. He conquers at laft. What is thy 
name? faith God. — He will have the finner 
ls:now himfelf and confefs what he is; then he 

fives the new name, A prince with God. If God 
e for us, who can be againft us ? The Angel 
does not tell him his name ; for the tree of life 
is better than the tree of knowledge, He faw 
God face to face, and lived. . So is it with faith- 
ful wreftlers: God refifts only to increafe our 
defires, and we muft be refolvcd to hearken to 
nothing that would hinder. Wearinefs, -care, 
friends, fear, and unbelief, muft all be thrown 
afide, when we feek to fee God face to face, and 
to be brought into the light of life. 

They, who are weary of the Egyptian yoke 
of outward and inward fin, who cannot reft 
without the love of Jefus, the life of God, at 

laft 
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laft become violent. They forcibly turn from 
the world; by force they attack the Devil; 
bring themfelves, by force, before God ; and 
drag out, by ftrong confeffion, the evils that 
lurk within. Againft thefe they fight by de- 
tefting and denying them. Their ftrength is 
in crying mightily to the Lord, and expefting 
continually that fire, which God will rain from 
heaven upon them. All this muft be done by 
forcct and with great confli6ls ; for it is againft 
nature, which hath the utmoft reluftance to it. 

The words of the text allude to the taking a. 
fortified town by ftorming it; and this is of all- 
military expeditions the moft dangerous. The 
enemy is covered and hid, and thole, who fcale 
the walls, have nothing but their arms and 
courage. — But can the wreftling. foul overcome,, 
can he take this kingdom? Ah no, not by his 
own ftrength; but his Jofhua will take it for him, 
God only requires,. that we ftiould entreat him to 
do this: The prayer of repentance, the prayet 
of faith, ftorm mount Sion, the city of God. 
He that is violent fhall receive the kingdom of 
God — juftification and fanftification : but re- 
member, the violent take it by force. He fliall: 
hav£ many a hard ftrugglc with God's enemies,, 
and, it may be, many with the Lord himfelf,, 
before he declares him conqueror.. 

Some obje6l,. We have no mjght ; and to en- 
deavour to take the kingdom by violence,* is > 
taking the matter out of God's hand : Is it nol? 
better to wait for the promife, ftand ftill and fee 
the falvation of God? If you mean by ftanding 
ftill, not agonizing to enter in at the ftrait gate,, 
not wreftling in prayer, and fighting the jg;ood 
Mm. 3 fight 
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Ught of faith — May God fave you from this 
Halnefs! You err, not knowing the fcriptures. 
The ftanding ftill there recommended, is to 
poflefs your Ibul in patience, without deje&ionf 
fear, and murmuring. Stand ftill as the apoftles, 
who watched together in prayer, ran with pati- 
ence the race fet before them, and fought man* 
fully, as faithful foidiers, under the banner of 
the crofs. Any other ftiilnefs is of the devil, 
and leads to nis kingdom. Search the new 
teftament, and ftiew me one ftanding ftill, after 
he had been convinced of his wants. Did the 
Centurion, did the woman of Canaan, did blind 
Bartimeu« ftand ftill? Did St. Paul, did the 
woman with the bloody iffue ftand ftill ? Did 
not all of them ufe the power they had? I do 
not defire you to ufe, what you have not r only 
be faithful ftewards of the manifold grace en- 
trufted to you. A kingdom, a kingdom of hea- 
ven is before you — power to reign with Jefus as 
his priefts and kings. Stir up then thy faith ; 
leach forward to the things which are before. 
Become a wreftling Jacob, and you ftiall Ihortly 
be a prevailing Ifrael. Be not difcouraged, for, 
as a good man obferves, " God frequently 
gives in one moment, what he hath apparently 
withheld for many years.'* 
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f 4^9 1 

Ninth Fragment. 

Thou fool, this night thy foul Jhall be requited of 
thee. Luke xii. 20. 

T ET us conlider, I, Why our Lord calls the 
-^ perfon menticnied in the text fool — Thou 
fook 11, The fudden, and unexpeftcd reparation 
between this rich man and his alh III, The 
circumftance of the tarticular t'me of his death—- 
This nights IV, Make fome obfervations on the 
nature 2Lnd value oizfouU V, Obfcrve Wiafhall 
require the rich man's foul— wV Jhall he required^ 
VI, Make fome remarks on the laft words of the 
text, — ^Thy foul fliall be required of thee. 

I, It is not without good reafon, that out 
Lord addreffes the rich man in the text with 
Thou fool. The pi6ture our Lord has drawn of 
him hath eight ftrokes, each of which prove* 
this worldling to have been an egregious fooU 

(i) He was rich in this world, but neglefted 
being rich tcmards God, rich in grace. (2) He 
was perplexed without reafon, and exclaimed— 
What Jhall I dol I have not where to bejlow my 
fruits. Had he been wife, he would rather have 
cried out, with the jailor. What Jhall I do to be 
Javed! or he would have enquired, whether all 
the houfes of his poor neighbours were full; 
and whether he could not beftow upon them 
fome of thofe fruits, the abundance of which 
made him fo uneafy. (3) He determined to 
pull down his barns: — not to break off his fins* 
The pile of them, though towering to heaven, 
like Babel, did not make him imeafy. (4) He 
i«folved tO' build greater bams; but forgot to build 

the 
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the hopes of his falvation on the rock of ages.* 
(5) He would fay to his foul, Soul thou hafi goods 
laid up ; But had he been wife, he would have 
confidered, that although he was rich as to his 
outward circumftances, and the things, which 
fupport the body, yet his foul was poor, miferablef 
blindf and naked.f (6) He had the folly to pfo- 
mife himfelf a long life, as if he had a leafe of 
it, figned by his heavenly Lord. Soul, faid he, 
thou haft much goods laid up for many years: but 
God faid. Thou fool, this night (^c. (7) He would 
fay to his foul. Soul take thine eafe; but had he 
been direfted by wifdom, he would have exhort- 
ed his foul not to reft till he had obeyed the 
apoftle's precept, fVork out your own falvation with 
fear and trembling. X Alas! how common and 
how dangerous is the.miftake of the children of 
this world, who openly follow this fool, and fay 
either to themfelvcs, or one to another, " Soul 
take thine eafe ; take care of being under anv 
concern about falvation, there is no need of (o 
much ado about religion and heaven." (8) The 
laft mark of the rich man's folly, was to fay to 
his deluded foul. Eat, drink, and be merry ; as 
if a/ou/ could eat and drink,^ what money can 
procure or bams contain. No my brethren,- 
the grace of God, and the benefits of Chrift*s 
death, which arc called his Jlefit and blood, the 
bread of life and the living water, are the only 
food and drink proper for our fouls ; and the 
true mirth and folid joy of a fpirit is that, to 
which St. Paul exhorts us. Rejoice in the Lord, and 
again I fay rejoice.H 

II, The 

♦MtL viii. ,4, fRer, iii. 7. JPhil, ii. 19. 

pkd. ir. 4. 



II, The reparation between this rkh (zftn^f^ 
and his all, was fudden and unexpefljcd — Tkii 
'tight, faid God, Ihall thy foul be required of 
thee. This night, not fo much as to morrow is 
allowed him to dHpofe of thofc goods, which 
were laid up for many years: he muft fuddenly^ 
immediately J part with all. 

*(i) All his moveable goods — txcept a winding 
fleet. (2) All his landed eftate, except a graven 
(3) All his bams, houfes and halls, except d 
cqffin. (4) All his friends, and relations, with** 
out exception : he muft go this difmal jourftey 
alone and unattended. (5) All his time; his prfe* 
cious time, which the living kill fo taany way»> 
and which the dying and the dead would gladly 
tecover, by partmg with a world, if they had it 
to part with. (6) His jbtt/, it is to be feared. 

Let us here refleft, how careful we are, tb 
fecure our doors, left thieves ftiould break in, 
and take away /om^ of our goods; and yet how 
carelefs to provide for deaUi, who carries away 
all, or rather hurries us away from all at once! 
What an alarming thought is this, for impeni*- 
tcnt finncrs! May their fouls be recjuired this 
very night? O let them not plot wickednefs, 
and contrive vanity, againft to morrow. 

III, The circumftance of the particular time of 
this rich man's death, is very awful — ^This night, 
not this day, {hall thy foul &c. This feems t6 
imply four things. 

(i) Darknefs 2Xid horror , which chiefly belong 
to the night. Of this we have ftriking illuftra- 
tions^ in the deftruftion of the firft born of \ht 
Egyptians, and of Sennacharib's army in Judea* 
(2) Drowjkefs and carnal fecurity, illuftrated in the 

appofite 
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appofite cafe of the foolifh virgins J* (3} Sadnefsp 
in oppofition to thofe nightSy which he had per- 
haps fpent hi debauchery and vain diverfions. 
(4) Sin and ignorance of the ways of God ; which 
are called darknefs and nighty works of darknefi &c, 
in various parts of the fcripture» 

O think upon this night of death, ye that 
ibrget God. How foon may it be here to cad a 
veil upon your pride, and make it fliare the fate 
of Abfalom's beauty, Jezebel's paint,, and Saul's 
ftature.. 

If this night of death is, coming upon all^ this 
night, when no man can work, let us follow 
our lord's advice,, and work the works of God| 
while it is day.t 

IV, How wonderful is the nature, how inefti* 
mable i& the value, of that foul, which was re- 
quired of this fool; and which ihall be required 
of us! 

How excellent is. that noble, that neglefted 
being, in itfelf ? Spiritual — ^immortal— endued 
with the mod glorious facultiesr—made after the 
very image of God I 

How precious is it,. a& well as how excellent! 
It is a jewel of ineftimable value, and its worth 
may be eftimated, (i). From, the admirable tex- 
ture of the body, which is. only the calket where 
that jewel is placed. (2), From the extraordina- 
ry pains, which the. fon3 of men take to repair 
and adorn the body, whofe value depends only 
on the jewel it contains. (3) Ftom the teftimo^ 
ny of Ghrift, who prefers one foul to the whole 
material creation— WAo/ Jhall it prof t a man, ifk$ 
gcin the whgle xvorld, andloje his ownfoul?t 
^ Suffer 

nfy^ UT. ijohn ix. 4. 4liiai. xvi. ad 
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SufFet me then to entreat you, brethrcn> to 
beftow on your fouls, pains and caie, in fomc 
ineafure, proportionable to their worth ,* at lcaft» 
be not offended with us minifters, for Ihewing 
fome concern for the falvation of your precious, 
immortal fouls. 

V, Who Ihall require his foul ?— TXy fouljkall 
be required. The original word, u'jreuTHatVf means. 
They Jhall require. The queftion then offers 
itfelf. Who they are, that fhall require the un- 
prepared worldhng's foul? 

1 anfwer, (i) Not Ckrift, as a Saoimtr; for in 
that capacity he hath nothing to do with dying 
unbelievers. They would n<rt receive his grace 
into their hearts, and he will not receive them 
ihto his glory.* Nor good ungels: We read, 
indeed, that tney carried Lazarus to Abraham's 
bofom;t but tne rich man found his way to 
the flames without them. (3) Nor departed faints, 
who neither can nor will meddle with unrege- 
Herate fouls. For this we may read the con- 
verfation between Abraham and the wretch, 
who prayed to him for help4 Who then? 
(t) Some unforefeen accident or dijlemper* (2) Death, 
who, as an officer, delivers the wicked into the 
hands of the tormentors. (3) Evil Spirits, the 
minifters of divine juftice ; whidi may be in- 
ferred from the ftrong fenfe of the powers of 
darknefs, which fome wicked men have in their 
laft moments. See the cafe of the memorable 
Francis Spira. 

Believers cheerfully refign their fouls into 
their Saviour's hands ; yea, they long to depart and ^ 
to be with Chrijl^ which is far better^ Unbelievers, " 

who 
^roy. i. S4. 8cc. tLoke xvi. 82. fLoke xvJu 



who have their portioo ia this world, are loath 
to leave it;, but a peremptory, forcible command 
ihall fet afide ail their pleas; their foul jlotf bt 
reuuired. 

VI, The laft words of the teKt, afford matter 
for the laft head of the difcourfe. Death comes 
to require a ibul; *' Not of me^* fays perhaps 
the rich^ farmer, " Not of m^, for I have much 
ffood.s laid up for many years ;" but God lays, 
Of thee ihall thy foul be required* 

What may not the foul ot fome poor Lazarus, 
who pines awav in want, fickoefs, and obfcurity, 
be required ftrft? No, fays God, it muft be 
required of thee* May not an old Simeon, who 
longs to depart in peace, be allowed to die for 
the rich man ? No : his hour is come ; of him 
is his foul required. But, perhaps, fome of the 
rich man's fervants, at the feet of the b^, may 
go upon this fatal errand for him? No, fays 
death, he muft go himfelf : of thee is thy foul 
required* See all thofe weeping friends, who 
furround his bed ? May not one of them do for 
death? No, cries the ftem meffenger. My er- 
rand is to thee* 

Confider the peremptorinefs of the inexorable 
melfenger. Gold will not bribe him. Entrea- 
ties prevail not. He takes no notice of pro- 
mifes of amendment. Tears melt him notf 
In fpite of phyficians and medicine, he does his 
office, and requires of the worldling his unpre- 
pared foul. 

The epithet, which God fixes on the rich 
man belongs, (i) To all, who depend upon 
many years of life, and do not habitually pre- 
pare for death. (2) To all, whether rich or 

poor, 
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poor, wlio are not rich towards God. (3) Efpe- 
cially to thofe, who, though they have not thd 
conveniences, and hardly the neceflkries of liic, 
will yet trample on the riches of divine grac« 
and heavenly glory. If the rich worldling wafi 
a fool in God's efteem, how doubly fooli^ are 
the poorf to whom the gorpel is preached in 
-vain? 

Ve foolifh virgins, ye flumberinff fouls^ aw^ 
— arife — trim your lamps. Be wjic to felvation ; 
be as anxious about your eteruaU as he was for 
his temporal prolberity. Pull down, npt your 
barns, but your tins. @uild not larg«r hou&s» 
but the houfe, that will Jland, when death beats 
upon you with all its ftorms: And never fay to 
your foul, 5oa/, tdke thine eafe^ until you have 
an habitation, not made with handSf eternal in the 
heavens* 

Ye, who are wife virgins, and who are pre- 
paring to meet the Bridegroom, apply to your 
fouls, but in a better fenfe, the words, that the 
rich fool rpake to his foul, £a^ drink^ and be 
merry. Feed upon the flefli of Chrift, and drink 
his blood ; that is, believe the gofpel of Jefus, 
frmly believe that, by his crofs, he redeemed 
you from fin, death, hell, and the grave ; and 
through faith in him you will be able to rejoice 
in the Lordf with unfpeakable joy, and to ante- 
date your heaven. 

I befeech thee, awakened finner, who trem- 
bleft at death and judgment, to come, by the 
prayer of faith, to the Prince of life, that, 
through the value of his death, he may take 
away the Jling of deaths /n, from thy heart. 
Steadfaftly believe thefe comfortable words of 
N a St. Paul, 
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The Teft of a New Creature, 

OR 

Htads of Examination for adtUt Ckriftians^ 

Examine yourfehes^ whether ye be m the fmth^ 
2. Cor. xiii. 5* 

1X7HATEVER IS the fiate of one wholly rc- 
T^* newed, muft be, in a lefs degree, the ftate 
of all, who are born from above : and whatever 
H the fruit of perfeft holinefs, to walk by the 
fame rule muft be the way to obtain the fame 
faivation. The image of God is one, grace is 
the fame, and to be in Chrift is to believe^ and 
have the fellowfhip of his Spirit. 

Regeneration differs only in degrees . of 
flfrength and foundnefs. In our early juftifica- 
tion the divine lile is comparatively fmall,' and 
mixed with fin; but when perfeftly renewed,, 
we are ftrong and every part pure, holding, by 
faith, that faivation, which makes us one with, 
the Son of God. 

The law given in our firft- ftate, and the law 
required by the gofpel, the covenant of works,, 
and the covenant of faith, are different. What- 
ever we fee in the example of Jefus, and wjjat- 
ever he promifes to beftow on his followers, are. 
unqujflionatie privileges of sofpel faivation*. 
Neither is the whole of this lalvation, of our 
juftification, or of our renewal aftqr the linage 
of God finiflied, till the" re(urre^on|, when we 
Nn 2 ihalli 



t 4^8 1 

itall' fte hMt d% He is, and beDoldh)^ him face 
to face, his name (ball be written on our fore- 
heads. Nor can we ever have, fo much of the 
likenefe of God, as to be incapable of more; 
but rather the more we obtain of bis image and 
favour, the more we are fitted to receive for 
ever and ever* 

Heads of Examination* * 

I. 

bo I feel any pxiit; ot am t a patfok^r of 
the meek and lowly mind, that Was in Jefus? 
jjim t dead to ail! defire of ptaife? If any de- 
foife me, do I like them the Worfe for it? or if 
Aey lovif arid approve me, do t love them more 
on that icerount r Am I willing to be accounted 
ufeleft, aiid of no confequence — ^^lad to be 
made of no reputation? Do humiliations give 
me real plectfure, and is it the language of my 
heart. 

Make me little, and unknown, 
Lov'd and priz'd by God alone? 

II. 
Does God beax witnefs in my heart that it is 
purified-^tbat, m all things, I pleafe him ? 

III. 
If the life I live, by tki fmth cf the Son of God; 
to that Chrift dwelleth in me? Is Chrift the life 
of all my affeflions and defigns, as my foul is 
the life of my body? Is my eye fingle, and tny 
f6ul full of light,^-«-all eye within and without— « 
^ways watchlul? 

IV. Have 
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IV. 
H^ve I always. the prcfencc of God? Doe9 
no cloud come between Cod, and the e^e of 
xny faith? Can I rejoice evermore f fray mthoui> 
c^qfing^ imd in every thing give thanks} 

V. 

. Am I favcd from the fear of man? Do E 
fpeak plainly to all, neither fearing their frowns,, 
nor feekmg their favours? Have L no (hame 
of religion; and am I always ready to confefs 
Chrift, to fuffer with his people, and, to die. for* 
his lake ? 

vn. 

Dp I deny xnyfelf at all timesi. and* take upo 
my crofs^as the Spirit of God leads jne? Do 1^ 
embrace the crols of every fort, being willing, 
tp give up, my. cafe and convenience to oblige: 
others ; or do I expeft them to conform to my 
hours,, ways, and cuftoms? Does the crols hi. 
light upon me, and am I willing to fuffer alL 
the will of God? Can . I. trample on pleafur& 
a^dpaiil? HaVe Ii 

♦ 

A Joulinur'd'topain, - . . 

To hardChip^ grief and lofs ; , 

Bold to take up, firm to fuftaip,. 

The confecrated crofs ?. 

VII. 
Are my bodily fenfcs,.and crutwaid things^, 
all fanftined to me? Do I .not fefck my owas 
things, to pleafe myfelf^ Do I feek grace.* 
more for God than myfelf; preferring the', 
glory of God to all in e^rth or. heaven, the; 
gtv^r'to the gift? 

r Nn 3, VHI.Ami 
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VlIU 
Am I poor iii Spirit? Do I take "plcafiire in 
infirmities, neceffitics, diftreffcs, reproaches; fo 
that out of weakne&, want, and danger, I may 
caft myfelf on the Lord? Have I no falw 
ihame in approaching God? Do I feek to be 
fiivedy as a poor finner, by gract aloaef 

IX. 

Do I not lean to mv own underftanding? 
Am I ready to give up the point, when contra* 
di^ed, unleTs confcience forbid, and am I eafy 
to be perfuaded? Do I efteem every one bet- 
than myfelf? Am I as willing to be a cypher, 
as to be ufeful, and does my zeal bum bright, 
aotwithilanding this wUlingnels to be nothing? 

X. 

Have I no falfe wifdom, goodnefi, ftrength ; 
as if the grace I feel were my optm? Do I never 
take that glory to myfelf, which belongs to 
Chrifl? Do I feel my wimt of Chrift, as much 
as ever^ to be my all ; and do I draw near to 
God» as poor and needy, only prefenting before 
him his well beloved &on ? Can I ixy^ 

Every moment Lord I nee^ 
The merit of thy death? 
Still ril hang upon my God, 
Till I thy perfeft glory fee. 
Till the fprinkling of thy blood 
Shall fpeak me up to thee? 

Do I find joy in being thus nothing, empty 
undfeicrving, giving all the glory to Chrift : or 
do I wifli, that grace made me fomethingt inftead 
of God all? 

XI. Have 
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XL 
Have 1 meeknefs? Does it bear rule over 
all my tempers, afTeAions, and defirea; fo that 
my hopes, fears, joy, zeal^ love> and hatred, are 
duly balanced ? I]>o I feel no diilurbance from 
others, and do I defire to give none? If any 
offend me, do I ftill love them, and make it an 
occafioD to pray for them? If condemned by 
the world, do I intreat; — ^if condemned by the 
godly, am I one, in whofe mouth there is no 
reproof; replying only as confdence, and not 
as impatient nature diaates? If in the wrong, 
do I confefs it? if in the tight, do I fubmit 

{being content) to do well, and fufFer for it? 
t is the fin of fuperiors to be overbearing, of 
inferiors to be ftubborn; if, then, I am a fer- 
vant, do I yield i;iot only to the gentle, but to 
the fro ward ; committing my caufe in filence to 
God : or if a mader, do I ihew all long fufifer- 
ing ? The Lord of all was, as he that ferveth : 
if I am the greatefl, do I make myfelf leaff, and 
the fervant of all; if a teacher, am I lowly, 
meek, patient, not conceited, felf-willed, nor 
dogmatick ? Am I ready to give up the claims 
of refpcft due to age,^ — ^Ration, — parent, — ma* 
fier he ; or do I rigidly exa6l thofe demands? 

XIL 

Do I poffefs rcfignation : am I content with 
whatever is, or may be; feeing that God, the 
Author of all events, does, and will do, all for 
my good? Do I defire nothing but God, wil- 
ling to part with all, if the Lord manifeft his 
will for my fo doing? Do I know how to a« 
boundiandyet not gratify uzmecelTary wants; 

but 
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but being content with things needful, do I 
faithfully and freely difpofe of all the reft for 
the help of others? Do I know, how to fuffer 
need : is my confidence in (3od unfliaken, whil* 
I feel the diftrefe of poverty, and have the prof- 
peft of future want, while^ humanly fpeaking,' 
ftrangling were better than life: and, in thefe 
circumftances, do I pity thofe^ who having picn* 
ty wafte it in excefs, inftead of helping me r 

XIII- 

Am I juft; doing in all things, as I would 
others ftiould do unto me ? Do I render due 
homage to thofe above me, not prefuming on 
their lenitj^ and condefcenfion? As a fuperior, 
do I exercife no undue authority, taking no 
advantage of the timidity, refpeft, or neceffity^of 
any man? Do I confider the great obligation 
fuperiority lays me under, of being lowly and 
kind, and of letting a good example r 

XIV. 
Am I temperate, ufing the world, and not 
abufing it ? Do I receive outward things in the 
order of God, making earth a fcale to heaven? 
Is the fatbfaftion I take in the creation confift- 
eut with my being de?d to all below, and a 
means of leading me more to God ? Is the 
turn of my mind and temper in due fubjeftion, 
not leading me to any extreme, either of too 
much filence, or of too much talkativenefs, of 
Teferve or freedom ? 

XV. 

Am I courteous, not fevere; fuiting myfelf 
to all with fweetnefs; ftriving to give no one 

pain; 
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pain, hixi td g^)fi and Win Ol M ihAt gbod? 

XVI. 

Am I vigilant ; redeeming time, taking every 
i)pportunity of doing good ; or do I (pare my- 
felf, being carelefs about the fouls and bodies 
to which I might do ^ood? Can I.do no more 
than I do? Do I perform the moft fervile officeSf^ 
fuch as require labour and humiliation, with, 
cheerfulnefs? Is my converfation always fea- 
foned with fait, at every time adminiftering 
iome kind of favour to thofe I am with ? 

XVIL 
Do I love God with all my heart? Do X 
conftantly prefent myfelf, my time, fubftancCt^ 
talents, and all that I have, a living facrifice? 
Is every thought brought into fubjeftion to 
Chrift? Do I like, or diilike, only fuch things 
as are pleafing, or difpleafingi to God? 

XVIII. • 
Do I love God with all my ftrength, and are 
my fpiritual faculties always vigorous? Do I 
give way to no finful langour ? Am I always 
on my watch ? Do not bufinefs, worldly carets 
and converfation, damp my fervour and seak 
fcrGod? ^ ^ 

_. XIX. 

Do I love my neighbour as myfelf ;— every 
IJian for Chrift^s fake, and honour all men, a« 
the miage of God? Do I think no evrl, lifteri 
to no groundlefs furmifes, nor fudge from ap* 
pearances? Can I Bridle my tongue, nevet 
fpeaking of the fault of another, but with a 

view 
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view \o do rood ; and when I am obliged to do 
it, have I the teftimony, that I fin not? Have 
I that love, which bopeth, belicveth, and endur- 
cthaU things? 

XX. 

How am I in my fleep? If Satan prefents 
any evil imagination, does my will immediately 
celift, or give way to it? 

XXL 

Do I bear the infirmities of age or ficknek^ 
without feeking to repair the decays of nature 
by ftrong liquors ; or do I make Chrift my fole 
fupport, caiting the burden of a feeble body 
into the arms of his mercy? 



Many confider that perfcft love, which caft- 
eth out fear, as indantaneous : all grace is fo; 
but what is given in* a moment, is enlarged 
and eftablilhed by diligence and fidelity. That 
which is inftantaneous in its dcfcent, is per- 
fcftive in its increafe. 

This is certain — too much grace cannot be 
dcfired or looked for; and to believe and 
obey with all the power we have, is the. high 
way to receive all we have noL There is a 
day of Pentecoft for believers, a time, when 
the Holy Ghoft defcends abundantly. Happy 
thev, who receive moft of this perfeft love, 
and of that eftablilhing grace, which may 
preferve them from fuch falls and decays as 
yiey were before liable to. 

Jefuft 
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Jefusi Lord of all, grant thy pureft gifts 
to every waiting difciple. Enlighten us witU 
the knowledge of thy will, and'iliew us the 
mark of the prize of our high calling. Let us 
die to all thou art not; and feek thee with our 
whole heart, till we enjoy the fulnefe of the 
pur chafed Pojejfm. Amen! 



THE END. 
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